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Parliamentary Inquiry into Australia India Relations

I amrespondingto your invitation seekingwrittensubmissionsto this enquiry. I write on behalfof

theAustraliaIndia BusinessCouncil (SA Chapter),which has,asoneof its primaryobjectivesto

build strongerbusinesslinks betweenAustraliaandIndia. I notedthatthenewenquirywill

examineAustralia’srelationshipwith India asan emergingworldpowerwith particularfocuson

investmentopportunities,defencerelationshipandstrategicpossibilitiesfor bothnationsresulting

from increasingglobalisationandregionalimperatives.This submissionis directedtowards

highlighting theneedto createarelationshipwith India which will encourageandpromotetrade

andinvestmentbetweenthetwo countrieswhich in turn will benefit SouthAustralia.

TheSouthAustraliangovernmenthasidentifiedIndiaasoneofthecountrieswith which it wishes

to engagein termsof businessandtradeandtheAJBC (SA Chapter)waslaunchedin July 2005

and is working verycloselywith theStateGovernmentto promotethis objective.

I drawtheComnittee’$ attentionto the linkagesbetweeneducation,tourismandhospitalityand

thepotentialthat sporthasto bind thoseindustrysectorstogetherto createbilateral tradeand

investmentwith India. In this regardI stronglysupportthesubmissionmadeto your Committee

by EducationAdelaide,andwould reinforcethat by encouragingtheCommitteeto look at ways
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andmeansat anationallevel, to developpolicieswhichwould helpSouthAustraliato maximise

theobvioussynergiesbetweenthoseindustrysectors.

Anotherareaofinterestin termsof therelationshipbetweenIndiaandAustralia is in thefilm

industrysectorandin this instancetheCommitteemay like to look atwhetheror not the current

entryrequirementsfor film producersfrom India to workat locationsin SouthAustralia,or

indeedAustralia,areperhapstoo restrictiveor time consuming.

TheexportofAustralianwine to India hasgreatpotential,given thesizeof themarketandthe

burgeoningmiddleclassin Indiawhich is becomingmoreandmoreattractedto wine. The

Committeemay like to considerhow, at anationalgovemmentto governmentlevel, thecurrent

restrictions,in termsof import dutieson wine in India from Australiamight be relaxed.

I havereferredto just two industrysectors,but thereareof coursemanyothersthat couldbenefit

from aclosereconomicandpolitical relationshipbetweenthetwo countries.I encouragethe

Committeeto examinethecurrentimpedimentsin this countryandin India(if that is within its

terms)to bilateraltradeso asto encouragegreaterengagementfor businessesbetweenthetwo

countries.

TheSouthAustralianChapterof AIBC is verykeento promoteincreasedtradeandbusiness

betweenIndiaandAustralia,not only on aunilateralbut on bilateralbasisandit is partof the

Chapter’sstrategicplanto encouragetradedelegationsbothto India from Australiaandto

Australiafrom India. I will be leadingthefirst ofthesedelegationsto India between25 October

and3 Novemberandit is presentlyproposedthat thePremier,theHonourableMike Rann,will

accompanythat delegation.As theCommitteeChairmanhassaidin announcingthis enquiry,this

is indeedatimely enquiry,given therole that India is nowplaying in theglobal economy,andI

andmy memberswould behappyto assisttheCommitteeat anypublic hearingthat it hasin

Adelaide.

Yours sincerely,

Brian HayesQC
Chairman
ALBC South Australian Chapter
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