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MisArts India

AusArtsIndia is a two yearcultural programfocusedon consolidating
Australia’s presenceat major festivals of music, film, literature and
visual arts. Presentedby the Australian Government,through the
Departmentof Foreign Affairs and Trade’s Australia International
Cultural Council, the program offers a snapshotof contemporary
Australia and presentsthe opportunityto celebratethe wid&-ranging
and vibrant relationshipbetweenAustralia and India. Key partners
include the AustraliaIndia Council (Ale), the Australia Council and
theAustralianFilm Commission(AFC).

AusArtsIndia is designedraiseappreciationthroughoutIndia of
Australia’scultural sophisticationanddiversity, consolidate
institution-to-institutionlinks with a view to longer-termco-operation
andexchange,to projectAustraliaasan economicallysuccessfuland
innovativetradingnationandprovidea platformto engage
governmentanddecisionmakersto promoteAustralia’s foreignand
tradepolicy.

The first stageof theprogram,held from November2005 to February
2006, focusedsolely on film and literature. The secondphasefrom
November2006 to March 2007 hasa strongfocus on performingand
visual arts and will seeAustralia as focus country at severalleading
Indian festivals, as well as a return to identified film and literature
festivals including the Kolkata Book Fair where Australia is Focus
country.

Film
The secondstageof the programwill commencein November2006
with anAustralianshowcaseat threefilm festivals: the Kolkata Film
Festival(1O~ 17 November);theInternationalFilm Festivalof India
(IFFI) (23 November-~ 3 December)andthe ChennaiInternationalFilm
Festival(17-25 December).ThreeAustraliafilms will also be screened
duringtheMumbai Festival(14-28January).

Participationat thesekey film festivalswill provide Indian audiences
with an opportunity to experiencea broad selectionof contemporary
Australian film. As few Australian films are distributed in India
through normal market channels, a presenceat these festivals
presentsa platform to engageaudiencesto be more understanding
and appreciativeof Australiansocietyaswell asto promoteAustralia’s
cultural diversity, toleranceandexcellencein culturaloutput.



Factorstakeninto considerationin identifying festivalsinclude:
• Internationalprofile of the festival
• History of Australian films screenedat previousfestivals
• Festivalsupportnetworkandorganisationalstructure
• Opportunitiesfor a focus/dedicatedAustralian program
• Opportunitiesfor additional activities including seminarsand

masterclasses.

Films to be screenedat the2006 festivalsareat AttachmentB.

The key timeframefor performingandvisualartsis January/February
2007 whenAustraliawill presentshowcasesat the following festivals:
Mumbai Festival, 14-28January,NationalSchoolof DramaFestival,
New Delhi, 12-20January,JaipurInternationalHeritageFestival,
14 —23 JanuaryandIsharaInternationalPuppetFestival,New Delhi,
15-26January.

Visual Arts
The visualartsprogrampromotedboth Indigenousandnon-
IndigenousAustralianartists.

2006 sawto the two Indigenousexhibitions,Seasonsof theKunwinjku
(KolkataandMumbai) and Kiripuranji (BhopalandBangalore)
exhibited in 2006. Theseexhibitionsfeaturedworks by artists from
theKunwinjku clansof WestArnhemLandand awide rangeof Tiwi
art including canvasses,works on paper,ceremonialspears,bark
basketsandvibrant textiles respectively.

In 2007 two keyvisualartsexhibitionswill be presentedin Mumbai
andNew Delhi. TheNationalGalleryof Victoria-curatedexhibition,
PrintempsEte, by Akira Isogawaand ContemporaryObjectDesign— a
collectionofjewelleryandbodyaccessoriescuratedby the Royal
MelbourneInstituteof Technology.

Both exhibitionswill showcasethe level of excellenceofAustralia’s
contemporarydesignartists.

Performing Arts
Theperformingartsprogramwill commencein Mumbai wherean
Australianshowcasewill be presentedat theMumbai Festival. As
the festival focuseson non-traditionalperformancesin non-
traditional spacesa strongprogramof physicaltheatreandmusic
hasbeendevelopedwith the following companiesto perform -

StrangeFruit, Dislocate,DoonoochandtheAustralianArt
Orchestra.

Australia’spresencewill alsoinclude representationin the literature
and film programsof the festival.



Participationin the Mumbai Festival,asthe first invited focus
country,presentsan opportunityto showcaseAustralia’s strengthand
expertisein physicaltheatreandmusicandto alsojoin with Indian
artists in workshopsandcollaborativeprograms.

Following on from this Festival,Australia artistswill be representedat
the NationalSchoolof DramaFestival,New Delhi (StrangeFruit),
JaipurInternationalHeritageFestival(Dislocate,Literature,and
Barking SpidersPuppetTheatre),IsharaInternationalPuppetFestival,
New Delhi (Barking SpidersPuppetTheatre)Kolkata (AAO).

Literature

2007Kolkata Book Fair & Literature
Literatureis a keycomponentof theAusArtsprogramandAustralia
will featureasFocusCountryat the2007 Kolkata Book Fair (KBF).
The annualFairattractshugeinterestwith visitor numbersin excess
of 1.5 million.

Participationin India’s major literary fair presentsan opportunityto
highlight and strengthenthe sharedEnglish languageandliterature
connectionsthat exist betweenAustraliaandIndia.

Australia’sprogramwill include manyauthorandpublisher
presentations,readingsandworkshops,andthe speciallythemed
pavilion will featurea diverserangeof Australianbooksand
resources.

As Focuscountryat the Kolkata Book Fair, Australiawill inaugurate
the Fair andpresenttheAshokSarkarMemorial Lecture. The
Australiandelegation,will led by BookerPrizewinningauthorTom
Keneallyandwill includeJohnZubrzycki,Judith Beveridge,Margo
Lanagan,Luke Beesley,ChristopherKremmer,Kirsty Murray anda
delegationfrom thePoetryAustraliaFoundation.

Participationin the2007 Fair alsopresentstheopportunityfor a
broaderpromotionof Australia. As Focuscountry,Australiawill be
allocatedsignificantspacein theprime areaof the Fair. Agencies
suchasAustrade,Australia EducationInternationalandTourism
Australiawill havea presenceat theFair.

The KBF will be the focal point for a broaderauthors’programwhich
will includeparticipationin theJaipurandMumbai Festivalsanda
seriesof lectures,seminarsandforumsin Kolkata andChennaiunder
theAustralia-IndiaCouncilseducationprogram.



Attachment A
Scheduleof Festivals 2006/07

(subjectto change)

NOVEMBER
10 - 17 KolkataInternationalFilm Festival

AustralianFocus

23 Nov—3 Dec InternationalFilm FestivalofIndia, Goa
Australian Focus
Rolf de HeerRetrospective

DECEMBER
15—22 ChennaiInternationalFilm Festival

Rolf de HeerRetrospective

JANUARY

14 -28 MumbaiFestival
StrangeFruit
Dislocate
AustralianArt Orchestra
LiteratureProgram
Film Program

6 - 20 National SchoolofDramaFestival— NewDelhi
StrangeFruit

14-23 JaipurFestival
Dislocate
Literature
BarkingSpiderPuppetTheatre

15 - 26 Ishara InternationalPuppetFestival— NewDelhi
BarkingSpiderPuppetTheatre

FEBRUARY
30 Jan— 11 Feb KolkataBookFair

DelegationAustralianAuthors
AAO (Australia’sDay — 31 Jan)

tbc Exhibitions: Akira Isogawa& ContemporaryObject
Design
National Museumof ModernArt, Mumbai

MARCH
21 Mar — 6 Apr Exhibitions: Akira Isogawa& ContemporaryObject

Design
- Lalit KalaAcademy, New Delhi



AttachmentB
Films

Kolkata International Film Festival
10- 17November

Wolf Creek
Candy
SuburbanMayhem
Hold Please
Love this time

International Film Festivalof India, Goa
23 November- 3 December

RoWdeHeerretrospective
Ten Canoes
BadBoy Bubby
Alexandra’sProject
The Tracker
The manwho readlove stories
Danceme to my song
The QuietRoom

Chennai International Film Festival
15 -22 December

RoWdeHeerretrospective
TenCanoes
BadBoy Bubby
Alexandra’sProject
The Tracker
The man who readlove stories
Danceme to my song
The QuietRoom

Mumbai International Arts Festival

14-28January

Ten Canoes
Look Both Ways
Picnic at HangingRock


