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e Design and implement programs of action to eliminate as a priority the worst
forms of child labour, and establish or designate appropriate mechanisms to
monitor the implementation of provisions giving effect to the Convention, and

e Take appropriate steps to assist one another in giving effect to the provisions of
the Convention through enhanced international co-operation and/or assistance.

Ratification of Convention No.1 82 remains under active consideration by the Federal,
State and Territory governments. The Commonwealth is not in a position to make
any further comment at this stage, as consultations with the State and Territory
Governments is still in progress. According to Australia’s treaty-making policy this is
a pre-requisite for ratification to proceed.

While Australia does not fully comply with the other ILO standard dealing with child
labour (Convention No I 38, Minimum Age, 1973) because no jurisdiction has a
statutory minimum age for employment, Australia nevertheless supports its principles,
and believes that law and practice at Federal, State and Territory levels of government
meets the requirements of Article 2 of the ILO’s Declaration on Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work, 1998 to “respect, promote and to realise in good faith”
the principle of effective abolition of child labour.

Recommendation 21:

The Australian Government, in co-operation with the Copyright Agency Limited,
examine strategies to assist India to establish a reproduction rights organisation,
RRO.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

The Government Supports international co-operation for the protection of copyright in
accordance with obligations under the Berne Convention and the WTO Agreement on
Trade Related Aspects of International Property Rights (TRIPs). India is a Member
State of the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), and a signatory to the
Berne Convention and the TRIPs agreement.

The Government recognises that copyright collecting societies (agencies which act as
the interface between copyright owners and users of the relevant intellectual property)
play an important role in the successful exploitation and protection of copyright and
related rights. Accordingly, the Government would support a request from India to
WIPO for technical assistance in establishing a collecting society for copyright rights.
WIPO regularly provides training and technical assistance to member countries and 1s
well placed to be able to respond to such a request from India.
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The Government would also consider a direct request from India for assistance in
establishing a collecting society for reproduction rights, subject to the availability of
funding under Australia’s aid program, and high priority involvement by the Indian
Ministry of Industry. The Government would consult with Copyright Agency Limited
in responding to such a request.

Recommendation 22:

The WTO Intellectual Property Obligations and Endorsement Unit, in the Trade
Negotiations Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, monitor
developments in international intellectual fora in relation to India.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

Australia is an active participant in international property fora, and recognises that
India has a significant voice in international developments in this field. Bilateral trade
and investment will benefit from the common adherence to international intellectual
property standards, particularly those contained in the WTO TRIPs agreement.

India will have an important role in the creation of new intellectual property norms
and in the review of TRIPs scheduled for this year. For each of these reasons, the
WTO Intellectual Property Obligations and Enforcement Unit within the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade will continue to follow closely the perspectives of India
i1 international intellectual property fora, as well as related developments in
intellectual property protection within India.

Recommendation 23:

The Australian Government ensure that Australia is engaged to the greatest
possible extent in regional arrangements which provide preferential access to
markets.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

The Australian Government is actively pursuing greater market access for Australian
companies in a number of South Asian markets. An essential part of developing
further regional trade and economic integration is the establishment of regional
arrangements.




To this end, the Government has supported the development of regional arrangements
such as the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Co-operation (IOR-ARC),
which aims to develop increased trade and investment amongst its member countries
in a manner consistent with WTO principles. Both Australia and India are members of
JOR-ARC. One of the objectives established in the original Charter of IOR-ARC was
to promote economic liberalisation, and to remove impediments to and lower barriers
towards freer and greater flows of goods and services, investment and technology
within the Indian Ocean region.

Australia has actively and vigorously pursued the development of a trade policy
dialogue within IOR-ARC, and has worked increasingly co-operatively with India in

our efforts to do so.

Recommendation 24:

The Australian Government assist in bringing to the attention of international food
aid authorities the nutritional value of pulses and the importance of including
pulses in food aid programs especially to South Asia.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

The Australian Government recognises the nutritional value of pulses and the
importance of including pulses in food aid programs. In 1995 the Government was
instrumental in negotiating successfully the inclusion of pulses within the Food Aid
Convention (FAC). The Australian Government further supported the retention of
pulses in the 1999 FAC, which is now in force until June 2002.

Prior to 1995, the FAC had focused solely on the provision of grains as food aid.
While recognising the value of pulses, the international community generally accepts
that grains such as wheat, sorghum, rice, corn and maize are the most appropriate food
aid commodities since they comprise the staple foods of vulnerable groups in most
developing countries.

The major international food agency, the United Nations World Food Program
(WFP), to which Australia is a significant contributor, takes particular account of the
traditional dietary requirements of vulnerable populations in designing cost effective

food aid operations. WFP includes pulses in its food aid operations where it is
considered appropriate.

It is also noteworthy in this context that many South Asian countries. including India,
already produce and import pulses as part of commercial trade. Australia Is a source of
supply for such imports and has actively promoted Australian pulse exports to the




region. The Australian pulse industry is looking to further expand its markets,
including South Asia, and is well placed to continue increasing production.

Recommendation 25:

The Australian Government, in co-operation with the Indian Government
undertake a feasibility study to evaluate supplying liquefied natural gas from
Australia’s western gas fields.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

This Recommendation is consistent with the Government’s vision for a strong
internationally competitive LNG industry, which is outlined in its LNG Action
Agenda (LNGAA). This Action Agenda was developed in consultation with the
Australian LNG industry and the Western Australian and Northern Territory
Governments. The LNGAA aims to ensure that the Government’s policy framework
supports an internationally competitive LNG industry and facilitates access to
prospective markets, such as India. In line with the LNGAA, the establishment of
LNG exports to India by Australian NG companies is accorded a high priority by the
Department of Industry, Science & Resources, the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade and Austrade.

The Indian LNG market is considered to be highly prospective but requires
infrastructure investment if its potential is to be realised. Australian LNG companies
are active in the market and have signed a Heads of Agreement with the potential to
supply LNG valued at up to $A1 billion pér annum.

The potential for a strong LNG trade relationship sits comfortably with other steps
taken to build energy trade between Australia and India. Through such fora as the
Australia-India Joint Ministerial Commission and the India-Australia J oint Working
Group on Energy and Minerals, the Government will continue to highlight that market
access for Australian LNG is a priority for bilateral trade. One of the objectives of the
Working Group is to identify factors that may impede the development of energy and
resources trade and investment and to discuss strategies to eliminate such factors.

In the lead up to establishment of a viable LNG industry in India, excellent
opportunities exist for sale of Australian condensate. DISR has brought this to the
attention of local producers who also have LNG capability.
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Recommendation 26:

The Australian Government continue to lend support to the efforts of the Australia
India Health Industry Network in its efforts to promote the export of Australian
health services and products 10 India.

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The Department of Health and Aged Care has encouraged the health industry to widen
its interaction with countries in Asia. To this end, the Australian Health Industry
Forum was established in 1994 under the auspices of the Department of Industry
Science and Resources and the Department of Health and Family Services , and
supported by Austrade. The Forum has encouraged the Australian health industry to
expand its export activities and to improve domestic capacity to reduce the import of
health products.

A number of country working groups were established under Forum auspices, throu gh
which Australian companies, organisations and individuals have come together to
network with a commercial objective and to focus on a particular country. One of the
four country groups under the Forum focuses on India. The health and medical sector
of India is large, and offers enormous potential to Australian exporters of health and
medical goods and services. The health and medical sector has also been one of the
Government’s Market Development Task Force priorities for India.

The Australia India Health Industry Network (AIHIN) has undertaken a number of
visits to India to promote the Australian health industry. The Department of Health
and Aged Care has been involved in, and supported, these visits, working closely with
the ATHIN as a member and an adviser to its activities. The Department was similarly
supportive of the visit of an Indian health delegation to Australia in 2000. The
Australia-India Council provided funding support of A$40,000 to the AIHIA to assist
with a visit to India in 1998, and to undertake a review of possible collaborative
projects.

Austrade organised a South Asia Health Promotion, including a trade mission to India
in June-July 1998. In India the mission members participated in the Health and
Medicare India trade show in Mumbai, made site visits and participated in individual
and group appointments. Austrade continues to work closely with individual clients

interested in pursuing opportunities in the Indian health sector, including some
substantial private groups which are considering investment activity.




Recommendation 27:

The Australian Government make representations to the Indian Government to
remove the restrictive practices which work against Australian films being shown in

India.

Response

Noted.

Comment

The Australian Government does not intervene or regulate the distribution and
exhibition of films. Nor does it restrict the import of foreign films and television
product. The Government considers it inappropriate that Australian films receive such
treatment from other countries, including India.

Currently films are permitted to be imported into India only if they meet one of the
following three criteria:

e The film should have been screened at any one of the international film festivals
recognised by the Ministry of Commerce;

o The film should have been reviewed by one of a wide range of film journals
recognised by the Ministry of Commerce, or

o The film should have won an award at one of the international film festivals
recognised by the Ministry of Commerce.

In addition, foreign films need to obtain a “No Objection Certificate” from the Central
Board of Film Certification, as well as the Film Censor Board. Finally, a Public
Notice has to be obtained from the Ministry of Commerce. Evidence suggests,
however, that there is considerable flexibility in the interpretation of these guidelines.




Recommendation 28:

The Australia-India Council examine the provision of financial support to the
Australian Film Television and Radio School for a workshop to exchange
educational and industry development information and expertise with the Film and
Television Institute of India.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

The Government supports the promotion of greater understanding, co-operation and
exchange of ideas between the Australian Film Television and Radio School and its
Indian counterpart, which would generate benefits for both countries.

Pursuant to this Recommendation, the Australia-India Council has collaborated with
the Australian Film Television and Radio School on curriculum development projects
with the Film and Television Institute of India, which enabled the Institute to re-0pen

film and television courses in 1999.

Recommendation 29:

The Department of Transport and Regional Development develop a watching brief
on transport infrastructure opportunities in I ndia and South Asia as part of the
Australian Government’s efforts 1o build its bilateral relationship and improve
trade with India.

Response
Agreed in part.
Comment

The Government supports this Recommendation in part. The Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade and Austrade monitor infrastructure developments in the region and
co-operate closely with the Department of Transport and Regional Services on matters
relating to transport infrastructure.
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Recommendation 30:

The Australian Government, under its S upermarkets to Asia initiative, work
towards developing a market profile of India for Australian agri-food exports.

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The Government is committed to making the Australian food sector a premier
supplier to a wide range of Asian markets. The Supermarket to Asia Council, which
brings together Government and key food sector business Jeaders, has adopted a three-
pronged strategy to reduce the cost of doing business, improve access to Asian
markets and upgrade Australia’s regional transport and communications
infrastructure. '

While concentrating initially on North Asia and South-East Asia, Supermarket to
Asia’s focus now extends to include South Asia. The then-Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, the Hon Tim Fischer MP, launched the Supermarket to Asia
profile on India in October 1998.

Recommendation 31:

The Australian Government build on its level of support for the IOR-ARC through
a specific allocation of funds for research and development on the trade and
investment potential of the organisation.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

Australia’s participation in JOR-ARC has been strongly focused on developing the
trade and investment potential of the organisation. Australia’s vision, as outlined by
the Australian Minister for Trade at the inaugural meeting of IOR-ARC, was “to
create an enabling environment for business”.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has previously supported the IOR-ARC
process through the provision of funds to the Indian Ocean Centre. The Department 18
currently funding a study on Barriers 10 Trade in the region faced by Australian
business. Future work is likely to be based on a competitive tendering process for
individual projects.




The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade also funded an JOR-ARC informal
senjor officials meeting in Perth in December 1998.

Recommendation 32:

The Australian Government assess the potential for reciprocal arrangements
between bilateral organisations and academic institutions to promote a general
level of cultural awareness between Australia and countries of the South Asian

region.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

The Australian Government believes there is significant potential to develop programs
between Australian and Indian institutions through a range of avenues to promote
cultural awareness.

The Australian Government already provides a number of scholarships, through the
International postgraduate research Scholarship Scheme (IPRS), to students from this
region to obtain postgraduate qualifications and gain experience with leading
Australian researchers. Of the 300 JPRS awards made by Australia in 1999, 15 were
offered to Indian students/scholars and a further &, 11, and 2 were offered to Sri
Lankan, Bangladeshi, and Pakistani students/scholars respectively. DETYA will
continue to explore other education initiatives that would enhance the level of cultural
awareness between Australia and countries of South Asian regions.

Since its inception 1 1992, the Australia-India Council has supported a wide range of
cultural and educational projects and activities between Australia and India, under its
Visual and Performing Arts programs. These projects have been aimed at promoting
mutual awareness and appreciation of the quality, diversity and sophistication of each
country’s performing and visual arts. These projects have been undertaken in
partnership with relevant bodies, including the Australia Council for the Arts and
Asialink, and have in many cases fostered long-term links between cultural and
academic institutions. In some cases. projects have been facilitated under the 1991
Memorandum of Understanding between Australia and India for the promotion of
bilateral cultural exchanges, which is administered for the Indian Government by the

Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR).
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Recommendation 33:

Austrade evaluate the possibility of arranging cultural briefings for Australian
businesses in collaboration with existing Asian research centres within Australian
universities as an adjunct 10 its LinkWest seminars for business.

Response

Agreed.

Comment

There is a clear need for regular communication between the Government and
industry to raise the level of understanding in Australia about Indian culture and
business practices. The Government actively encourages members of the business
community to become sensitised to Indian cultures and values prior to embarking on
travel or developing trade and investment ties in India. Austrade’s Market Profile on
India provides details on business etiquette in India, and highlights some cultural
issues of relevance to the business community.

In addition, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has produced a kit,

« Australia India Connections” which is aimed at providing the reader/listener with a
sensitivity to Indian cultures, and to some extent, identifying easily avoided contacts,
whether in official contacts, business or the broader social environment .

Where appropriate, relevant research centres will be invited 10 participate in future
seminars on conducting business with India.

Recommendation 34:

The Australian Government provide sustained support for existing South Asia and
Indian Ocean focused research centres by outsourcing research requirements to
them in order to meet the Government’s objective to strengthen Australia’s trade
and investment performance with India and South Asia.

Response

Agreed.
Comment

The Government, through a variety of agencies including ‘ne Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, AusAID and the Australian Centre for International Agricultural
Research (ACIAR), has regularly used Australian research centres with an Indian or
South Asian focus as a means to strengthen Australia’s trade and mvestment
performance. Papers on specific issues of interest 10 the development of Australia’s
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trade relationship with India have been commissioned by research centres with
particular economic expertise, such as the papers on aspects of Indian economic
reform commissioned by DFAT and AusAID from the Australia South Asia Research

Centre at the ANU.

Research funding is currently available on a competitive basis to research centres and
qualified researchers through the Australian Research Council. In addition, DETYA
provides funding to universities for research, research infrastructure and research

training.

The Government is concerned, however, that research centres in Australia not be
solely dependent on the Government for its funding. In the future, research centres in
Australia will need to pursue other funding options for their survival, marketing their
expertise more widely with those interested in developing ties with South Asia.




