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JointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit
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ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600
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DearMr C)0irman

As ActingMinister forTransportandRegionalServicesI congratulateyou onyour
appointmentto theChairof theJoint Committeeon PublicAccountsandAudit (JCPAA)— an
appointmentI regardasbeingvery importantto thesystemofGovernmentin thiscountry.

On 24 June2004,theJCPAAtabledin ParliamentReport400 entitledReviewofAviation
Securityin Australia. TheReporthadfive recommendationsandtheDepartmentofTransport
and RegionalServiceswasrequiredto determineif theserecommendationswerepolicy or
administrativein nature.

In Augustthis year,the Ministernotified theDepartmentthatheagreedwith theirassessment
thatall therecommendationswereadministrativein nature.

I haveenclosedthedepartmentalresponseto theadministrativerecommendationsfrom the
Reportfor you to tablein Parliament.

Yourssincerely

JIM LLOYD
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Australian Government PUBLIC ACCOUNTS & AUDIT

Department ofTransport andRegionalServices

EXECUTIVE MINUTE
on

JOINT COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT
REPORT 400

ReviewofAviation Securityin Australia

General comments

This MinuteprovidestheDepartmentofTransportandRegionalServices’responseto
thefive recommendationsoftheJointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit’s
Report400:ReviewofAviationSecurityin Australia, thatwastabledin Parliamenton
24June2004. TheDepartmentnotedthattheCommitteewassatisfiedwith the
generalstandardofsecurityat Australia’sairportsandon boardaircraft,andthe
reviewwasapositivereportcardfortheaviationindustry. All five recommendations
in theReportaresupportedby theDepartment

TheDepartmentalsohasnotedtheCommittees’commentsin sections8.21 and8.31
on auditingperformance.Section8.21 statesthat “TheCommitteeexpectsthat when
DoTarRSassessestheproposedtransportsecurityprogramsofaviationparticipants,it
ensuresthatinternalauditprogramsreflectpotentialsecuritythreats.” Section8.31
statesthat “The CommitteeexpectsDoTaRSto meetits commitmentin regardto
trainingandauditingmanuals.” Whilst thesecommentsarenot formal
recommendationsby the Committee,theyaresupportedby theDepartment.

Followingthe announcementoftheinquiryon 5 June2003theDepartmentmadea
numberofsubmissionsto theCommitteewhichoutlinedits overallregulatory
responsibilitieswith regardsto aviationsecurityandaddressedvariousquestions
raisedby theCommitteeduringthe courseofthereview. Departmentalofficersalso
appearedaswitnessesatpublichearingsheldby theCommitteeandwerepleasedto
assistin inspectionsofKingsfordSmithAirport in Sydney,TamworthAirport and
Coffs HarbourAirport undertakenby membersoftheCommittee.

TheDepartmentalsowould like to expressits appreciationfor theopportunityto
participatein thereviewandfortheconsiderationgivento departmentalofficersby
theCommitteeandits Secretariatduringthecourseofthereview.
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TheDepartment,aspartof its audit andcomplianceprogram,auditscompliancewith
theaboverequirements.

TheDepartment,in conjunctionwith theaviationIndustryConsultativeCommittee,is
reviewingtheadequacyofthecurrentqualificationandtrainingthrougha specifically
convenedworkinggroup. Thisreviewwill alsotakeintoaccountamendmentsto the
InternationalCivil Aviation Organization’srequirementsandoverseasexperience.
Thereviewwill also identif~i otherstaffin theaviationsectorwho undertakesecurity
functionswith theaim ofintroducingnationallyconsistenttraining regimes.
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Responseto the five reconunendations

Therecommendationis supported.

TheDepartmenthasestablishedAustralianGovernmentAgencies’Airport Security

Committees(AGAASC) in majorAustralianinternationalairports.

Working arrangementsbetweenindividualAGAASCs andAviation Security
Committeesarebeingdeveloped:this includesmemorandaofunderstanding.

Therecommendationis supported.

The requirementsfor airport securitycommitteesand for aviationsecurityprograms
aredefinedin theAviation TransportSecurityRegulations,duefor considerationby
Parliamentearlyin 2005.

Therecommendationis supported.

RecommendationNo.1,paragraph 5.63

WhenanAustralianGovernmentsecurityagencycommitteeis establishedat a
particularairport, the Departmentof Transportand RegionalServicesshould
beresponsiblefor establishinga memorandumof understandingbetweenthe
Governmentsecurityagencycommitteeandthe correspondingairport security
committee.

RecommendationNo.2,paragraph 6.15

The requirement for airport security committees and other essential
requirementsfor aviationsecurityprogramsshouldbe definedin theAviation
TransportSecurityRegulations2004.

RecommendationNo.3,paragraph 6.33

TheDepartmentofTransportandRegionalServicesshould set aperformance
standardfor thereturnofexpiredaviationsecurityidentificationcards(ASICs)
for eachcard issuingbody. If this standardis not met, thedepartmentshould
reviewthemechanismsfor ASIC return in the issuingbody’s ASIC program
andrequirechangeif considerednecessary.
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The Departmentof Transport and Regional Servicesis currently preparingdraft
regulationsundertheAviation TransportSecurityAct2004andguidancematerialfor
industryconsistentwith recommendation6.33

Aviation Security Identification Card issuing bodies will be requiredto clearly
identify how theyintendto managethe retrieval of ASICs that haveexpiredwithin
theregulatedtimeframeandthemechanismtheywill useto do so.

Therecommendationis supported.

The Departmentof Transport and Regional Services is currently preparingdraft
regulationsunderthe Aviation Transport SecurityAct 2004. It is proposedthat a
transportsecurityprogramfor anaviationindustryparticipantset out mechanismsto
provide generalsecurityawarenesstraining to operationalstaff, including detailsof
keytrainingrequirements.

Therecommendationis supported.

Screeningofpeople,vehiclesandgoodsat securitycategorisedairportsin Australiais
conductedin auniformmannerto approvedstandards.Thesestandardshavebeen
developedin closeconsultationwith industryandaremandatedby law under
Commonwealthlegislation.

Screeningofficersmustobtainanationallyrecognisedqualification— aCertificateII
in Security(Guarding)with specialapplicationto Aviation Training. Theymustalso
undergoaninitial 40hourson thejob trainingandrecurrenttraining. Thelatter
requiresthattheybeassessedascompetentby aqualifiedassessor,at leastin the
preceding12 monthsin relationto specifiedtopics. In addition,atrainermust
completeregulartestsoftheircompetencyin x-ray imageinterpretation.

RecommendationNo.4,paragraph 7.41

The Departmentof Transportand RegionalServicesshould requireaviation
participantsto include in their transportsecurityprogramscompulsoryinitial
andongoingsecurityawarenesstraining for airportsecurityidentificationcard
holderswho havenotreceivedsecuritytrainingaspartoftheirnormalduties.

RecommendationNo.5,paragraph 9.51

The Departmentof Transportand RegionalServicesshould ensurethat the
security programs of aviation industry participants include educational
instruments designedto promote an appropriateattitude to security and,
throughthis, arobustsecurityculture.
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