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Your Ref:
JointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit,
CommonwealthParliament,
ParliamentHouse,
Canberra,ACT, 2600

DearSir/Madam,

Re: IndigenousLaw and Justice Inquiry

JOINT COMMITTEE OF

—6 AUG 20041
PU9LIC ACCOUNTS & AUDIT

Supplementary
Submission No 31

I referto ouroriginal submissiondated31 May2004.I alsoreferto theevidence
which I gaveto theinquiry in Darwinon 18 July 2004. On that occasion,I wasasked
to providea supplementarysubmissionprovidingdetailsofstatisticsrelatingto
domesticviolenceandindigenouswomen.I would alsolike to ta1~etheopportunityto
correctanerror in thewrittensubmissionprovidedby theNorthAustralianAboriginal
LegalAid Servicerelatingto fundingprovidedto andactivitiesundertakenby the
NorthernTerritoryLegal Aid Commission.

ke: DomesticViolencestatisticsrelating to indigenouswomen

In 2000/2001therewereatotal of8921 incidentsofdomesticviolencereportedto
agenciesin theNT. 91%ofvictims werewomenand62%ofvictims were
indigenous.In 2001/2002,therewereatotal of9823 incidentsofdomesticviolence
reported-. 91%of victims werewomenand72%ofvictims wereindigenous.
Researchhasconsistentlyshownthat domesticviolenceis undcrrcportedandthat
victims arehesitantaboutdisclosinginformation.1

Therateofassaultandsexualassaultin theNT is thehighestamongall Australian
StatesandTerritories.In 2001,theNorthernTerritory recordeda rateof 1486assaults
per100,000peopleand133 sexualassaultsper100,000people.2Thehomiciderateof
womenin theNT is 6.5%yer100,000peoplewhile thenationalaveragefor womenis
1.4%per100,000people. Researchconductedby AudreyBolgerthroughouttheNT
indicatesthat for manyIndigenouswomen,violenceis aneverydayexperience.4

DataCollectionReport2000-2002,OccasionalPaperNo41,NT GovernmentDomesticViolcncc
Strategy,Office ofWomen’sPolicy, DepartmentoftheChiefMinister
2 AustralianBureauof Statistics,RecordedCrime,2001,4510.0
AustralianInstituteof Criminology,NationalHomicideMonitoringProject
AudreyBolger, ‘Aboriginal Women& Violence”, AustraliannationalUniversity,NorthAustralian

ResearchUnit, 1991
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Re: Fundingandactivitiesofthe NorthernTerritory LegalAid Commission

TheNorthAustralianAboriginalLegalAid Servicein its writtensubmissionto the
inquiry, statedthat “NAALAS received$2.2Sm anddealtwith over3,000mattersin
the2002-2003financialyear,while theNT LegalAid Commissionreceivedover$4m
for around1,100matters.This did not includethe fundingfrom theCommonwealth
for family law matters”.

Theabovefiguresprovidedfor theNT Legal Aid Commissionareincorrectand
apparentlywerebasedon amisunderstandingon thepartofNAALAS ofinformation
outlinedin theCommission’slastannualreport.Thecorrectfiguresarethat for the
2002/2003financialyear,theNT Legal Aid Commissionreceived$2.14mfrom the
NT Governmentand $2.43mfrom theCommonwealthgovernment.TheNT Legal
Aid Commissionprovidedthefollowing servicesduring that period:

3523 peoplewererepresentedin criminal law matters,includingdutylawyerservices
507 peoplewererepresentedin family law matters
314 peoplewererepresentedin civil law matters
4580peoplewereprovidedwith legal adviceacrossall law types
4113peoplewereprovidedwith legal informationacrossall law types

As I outlinedto theinquiry, activitiesarenotrecordedconsistentlyby LegalAid
CommissionsandATSILS. Nor areCommissionsandATSILS fundedon thesame
basis,ie., Commissionsareonly permittedto useCommonwealthfundsfor
Commonwealthlegalmatters,eg., family law matters.It is thereforenotpossibleto
comparefundingandactivity levelsofCommissionsandATSILS oncurrentdata
available.

Pleaselet meknow if you requireany furtherinformation.Thankyouagainfor the
opportunityto provideevidenceto the inquiry,

Yourssincerely,

JennyHardy,
DeputyDirector
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