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Pleasefind attachedacopyofmy department’sresponsetoReport402ofthe
JointCommitteeof PublicAccountsandAudit, entitledReviewof
Auditor-Geheral‘s Reports,2003-2004,First andSecondQuarters.

Recommendation7 ofReport402 recommendedthatmy department‘raise
thelevel ofagencyaccountabilityfor their SpecialAccountsby developing
appropriateSpecialAccountmanagementstandardsto complementthe
FinanceGuidelinesfor theManagementofSpecialAccounts.’In the
attachedExecutiveMinute,my departmenthassupportedthe
recommendation.My departmentwill developthesestandardsandrequire
agenciesto certify annuallythattheyhavecompliedwith thesestandards.

ShouldyourCommitteehaveanyquestionsregardingtheresponse,please
contactMichael Culbaneon (02) 6215 2148.

Yours sincerely

Nick Mine)iin

P~rIiamemt House, Canberra ACT 2600. Tel; (02) 6277 7400 Fa~c: (02) 6273 4110
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ExECuTIVI~ MINUtE
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JOBNT COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT
REPORT No 402

ReviewofAuditor-GeneraV~sReports2003-2004:First andSecondQuarters

Responseto the recommendation

TheDepartmentofFinanceandAdministration(theDepartment)supportsthe
recommendation.

TheDepartmentwill developalist of SpecialAccountmanagementstandardsand
seekannualcertificationofthosestandardsby agencies.Thechecklistof
managementstandardswill be distributedto agenciesoperatingSpecialAccounts.
Agencieswill thenbeaskedto completeandcertify thechecklistallertheendofthe
2004-05financialyear,andfollowing theendofeachsubsequentyear.

TheDepartmentwill also continueto provideregularreportsto agencies,specifying
the SpecialAccountsin operationandremindingentitiesoftheneedto complywitlv
therelevantlegislationandguidelines.

While it remainstheresponsibilityof agenciesto properlyadministertheirSpecial
Accounts,it is expectedthatthis measurewill contributeto increasedcompliance
with thelegislativerequirements.

RecommendationNo 7 paragraph 7.76

The Departmentof Finance and Administration raise the level of agency
accountabilityfor their SpecialAccountsby developingappropriate Special
Accountmanagem~ntstandardsto complementtheFinanceGuidelinesfor the
ManagementofSpecialAccounts.

For each SpecialAccountthey administer, agenciesbe required to report
annually to the Departmentof Finance and Administration that they have
compliedwith thesestandards.

SecretaiyoftheDepartmentofFinanceandAdministration


