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I referto RecommendationNo. 6 containedin the402ndreportoftheJCPAA,Reviewofthe
Auditor-General’sreports2003-2004tabledin Parliamenton 13 August2004.

As advisedby theDepartmenton 28 October2004,thematterwasconsideredto be
administrativein natureand afterconsultingwith theDepartmentofTreasury,theDepartment
ofEmploymentandWorkplaceRelationstooktheleadresponsibilityfor theresponse.

Attachedis thejoint responseto theCommitteefrom theagencies.
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ReviewofAuditor-General’sReports2003-04:First & SecondQuarters

General comments
TheDepartmentof EmploymentandWorkplaceRelationswelcomestheJointCommitteeof
PublicAccountsandAudit’s assessmentthattheDepartmentmanagedtheimplementationof
SEESAefficiently giventhetimeconstraintsplaceduponit. TheDepartmentnotesthe
Committee’sacknowledgementthatthetaskofassessingandprioritisingthe contract
negotiationsin the shorttime availablewaswell balan~ed.

TheDepartmentnotesthat anumberofminor administrativemattersraisedin theReport
shouldbeviewedin thecontextoftheoverall successoftheschemeandthe speedwith
which it hadto beimplemented.

Responseto therecommendation(s)

TheDepartmentsupportstheJCPAArecommendation.TreasuryandtheDepartmentof
EmploymentandWorkplaceRelationshavebeenaskedto work togetherto resolvethe
uncertaintythat arosedueto theuseoftheSEESAmodel. Thiswork is underwayandwill
informany futuresimilaruseofthemodel.

PeterJ.Boxall
Secretary

~ February2005
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ReconunendationNo. 6 Paragraph 6.47

• TheDepartmentoftheTreasury,in conjunctionwith theDepartmentofEmployment
andWorkplaceRelations,resolvetheincometaxuncertaintyexperiencedby the
privatesectoradministratoroftheSpecialEmployeeEntitlementsSchemeforAnsett
GroupEmployees(SEESA)priorto anyfutureuseof theSEESAmodel. -


