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IfiGfJtJITtOS Of PLyMilW PRODUCT QtMUTY IN AUSTRALIA

I was vsry pi®ia«^ to see the Minister for ine gnvironment and Water ftesoyrces
seek to ftavt your standing Commute© coffy out a fciroad rî gplng Inquiry into the
regulation of plumbing product %m%$ in

SBTC© tse Introduction af ihe Water Kfetene)' Latelng and Standarcte Bill iftto
f ie ^fease of repitsertatkes I have had a tmmtttt of plimbifig indasify prockx ;̂
manofeteirers, inius-lry assowlattos and plumMng insrctwiis tafelrii
alxwt the poestesiit§i of the WELS sccfs^JttstJon process crnsting oanffics
pre-existing Watermark,, a matter that! forsshactowed in my spttch in support of
the Sill on Thursday § December 2004. and I quote:

It hsppms to mincid& wiii som& oihsr mfionstJ initiatives, that hew been
httmduc&d ami d§m$oped by ihe Nat'mmi Plumbing Fteguktom Fonim, which is
made up of atf # » slate &n$ iemmty tefes ifiu^vmi in ifm r&§iMaiknn of
plumbing in Amimta. That orgMnimttort has besw mmting iki$ wmk and l as
agreed n a t a a ^ fo mimduea, sccepi ami taks mto regiMsHmt fi t ft«^w^
Cod® ®1 AmimM, which has s phjmblng prmkict sppfovai sy&sm.

I note the Wsi»r Efficient LabeiHn$ &rttl Standards BKW04 tto** appoint a
regulator from Ihf epproprlats Commonwealth department, an$ that p&mon
will ti& mspmi9iM& for the r&§u$st$@® m$ ih& pa/icing of thla pm&ess in
ismis of accmdltatioii for a product and making sum that M Is mBd in Mm

ft s&ems to m& that M&re could umtt im mms son of SiipMcalim bmmeen
tfwt patticut&r muthorOy &nd mgtM&tof and the Nstiansi Pfumimg
Regulators Forum, it m&y weMfoe that that mspmMf&iiity eovkl he Oeiegatsd
to that body looking after plumbing $cmss Australia, For ail fjtfejifs and
purposes, the majority of the products that arm going to be involved in this
water wMcimney rating program ®m plumbing products? which mil be
Installed by plumimm in various buildings and proprnMes Momm JktstmBa,



This is tt«g first time feat the Pfej'̂ bing Code erf Australia has teen adopted, and k
Ml go a tang way to addresstrtQ a number ci issues wlh respset 10 water
efficiency, energy efficiency SRCI environmental sffioency where there Is practical
ipfsfieattort ID- plumbing installations. Then? w& also be an element of third party
©effilfcatfon, wfieft is ¥©ry important to Pitying manufacturers' claims erf
sorrplanc#f thus ensuring pfoteeSsm ©f the

I will tek© some time to took a! ike objectives of this seterne, which is very mueh
parallel to what this bill intends lo achieve, The objective of t ie new seteme is to
tsiabiteh an efficient product approval process! lor plumbing and drainage
products in Australia, As I mentioned, a number of products listed to t» covoftct
&y this lafoslllng process with respect to water ©ffi&leney are plumbing products,
State and territory govgmmeniB have respondbiJSfy iot regyiaing plymbinp and
tfrataage instaiations in m4w i& pmte&t p-utolc teaith and safety of th#
snvtronrwnt and oonsuinejrs. As 1 saskt there are a number of parallels
this fcwH ami these

^ostrtl ia has ITSCI plumbSng procteef appt«v«I stweft alsout 1H25B, »> It swans
to me affwopffcrte for those people w l » are awocteied iMifli -ftos®' aw»*i of
program* t© be involved with the 'water efficrfertey (afeeilni

Pertiaps In my speech il should h&im used much strar»gef language about the
potential for serious conflict regarding the catftpi!an<oe reqyireingriSs btt»«en
Jurisdictions whose only regard, since these points of conflict have aristn, smms
to be tor tliemsei^es rather then for an industry that as ted alt others across
Australia in addressing mutual rtc?ognltion and national consistency It s my wsw
that the WELS compliance unit i t the Department of Environment and H&rftags
tetatotehtd to police the WELS program haw© baeo less than co-operative with

Indeed seem to h«w&. fe#» mm& intent on frusteataig any orcterfy and
fesolulion 10 the concerns m^&4 «w®r a tosg paifed of Sme.

Ttere i t n& -douK in my mW *iai this roster oopSd t&m been iMoiv»<f
i^tdiSeci^iy by a simple amendment rec^irfng the Vfefermeric as a
lor t te applfealwt of the WELS rating.

1 I w t an l*emsi in this mater as- for riefirty twenty 'pars f hawe wortecl to
for the plymbing Industry,, and over that period hum developed a keen Interest In
end appfecialton of the huge sonfribulton tits industry has made lo mr society
and societies successful development In c-ombattrig water borne disease such as
typhoid, ctolera and dysentery,

Much of this Has occurred over the last 150 years or so when it was first
disoovgiBd that human health and safety was dtrectly related to a number of
'wata? tome organisms that had serioys conseqianoes f or mankind Exan^tes ©i
this am al&o given in my speech of Stti Decentisi 2004,

^ twenty yemrs or so of ewotwaiiwi! with ttw piuirixng IrKfustiy I was
the ©Kecyliwe cirectof for Wm Master Runtjers ai*3 GasfitefS Assssafioci d
Wdfitem-Austraia: a drector of Isfesttf PtiB^ers Aisiraife Vfcs Chantwi and

Wortd Plyrrtiii^ Cooncfl Qvm thm period I iniiafed



A Water Efficiency "Strategy tor Ite Plumbing Industry,, dev&topecf a smmmmn
*Uwn§ with Water & Energy* for the WA Slate siistamaNlify utratagy; Spake at
various e©nf#r«ne@s around trie worW on water antf energy conserroflDn; and

as a sustamatsfe simaiegy for domestic housing

appropriate I wouW be delighted to txpand mw& fuHyon my wbmisston tefore
S i l ^ C i wfr&ti f®u am- comfociing youar pUslc hearings.

Yours Sincerely
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Wemtor for Hastock


