
TAM WORTH TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
C/- P0 Box 906

TAMWORTH, 2340

TheChairperson,
HouseofRepresentativesEducationandTrainingCommittee.
SuiteRl/106
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA
A.C.T. 2600

DearSir/ Madam,
At theSeptembermonthlymeeting,theTamworthTeachers’Associationpasseda
motion, aftersomediscussion,regardingtheimpactofvocationalcourseson the
secondarycurriculum. This is themotion:
“The TamworthTeachers’Associationwishesto drawnoticeto theconcernsofa large
numberofteachersin TamworthsecondaryschoolsregardingtheimpactofVET courses
on coreteachinghoursandsubjects.
Compulsoryworkplacementofup to 70 hourspercourseandexternaltimetables,driven
by TAFE removestudentsfrom otherin-schoolclasses,havingaresultantimpacton the
delivery ofthosecourses.Theimpactis still greateron thosestudentstaking multiple
VET courses.Recognitionofthis trendneedsto incorporatecontrols in thefuture,to
guaranteethedelivery ofthecorecurriculum.”
It wasfeltthatthepressureonstaffto completethesecorecoursesalongwith theensuing
pressureon VET studentsto catchup thework theymiss is untenableandneedsto be
addressedby thosein thepositionofplanningandadministeringthesaid courses.
Having seenan articlein theINFORMmagazine,theAssociationrecommendedthatthis
informationbe directed to yourCommitteefor consideration.
Thereis no intentionto detractfromthevalueofvocationalcoursesandopportunitiesfor
studentsin this motion, but ratherto call for moredetailedconsiderationofcourse
requirementsandthetimelost to othercompulsorycoursesin theplanningand
administrationofvocationaleducation.
Thankingyou for theopportunityto makeasubmissionto yourCommittee,drawing
attentionto theseproblems,
Yours faithfully,

LouiseVyner
MinutesSecretary,TamworthTeachers’Association.


