
THE PLACE OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS (CONT)

After tendering my submissionon VocationalEducation in Schoolsto the House
ofRepresentativesEducationandTrainingCommitteeit occuredtomethat we tend
toplan naturallyenoughfor thenonnalandthe healthy, whohave expectationsof
acceptablelives, relationshipsandcareers. Yet life isnot like thisfor every boyor
girl, or indeedfor everyadult.

If the termvocationaleducationcan beregardedassynonymouswith preparation
for life’s journeythen it needsto offeranumberofpossibilitiesto meet different
studentrequirements.Onesuchrequirementisemotional andmentalhealth.

Recentresearchon the biological/psychologicalnature ofearlychildhoodshows
that GoodMental Healthstartsearly. Thiswasmadeclearat the launch ofMental
HealthWeek2002by DrMargaretSims.CoordinatorofChildren andFamily Studies.
E.C.U.

Neurondervedpathwayswhichstemi~omhealthy; loving; andsthuulating
influencesin the homesetthescene.forasoundsubsequentpatternoflearning, lovIng
and living. Vocationalcourseswhichconsolidatethisacrossthe generationsare
much to be desired.The wholeethosofschoolshouldfoster loveandserviceto
othersandwhatis taughtshouldechothis. This wasbornout by Ms MargaretCook -

Attachment andLove,A ConsumerPerspective. Someconsiderationisneededasto
what canhelp older studentsnotonlyat schoolbutalsoastheyjourney through life.
They needto acquire the knowledgefor themselvessoasto becomeadequateparents
in their turn. Inadditionto loveandattachmenttheyneedempathy.

in anappendixto my original submissionI suggestedsomequitewidely conceived
VocationalCourses.Therecanalsobe courseswhich exploreappropriatesubjectsin
depth — Photography isobviously one. Floristry another; Childcure;
Hospitality;,iourIsmNursingandHealthareall subjectswhich couldleadto
certificationandindustryvalidation. Nodoubt other subjectscouldbechosenbutthe
logistics for aschoolwould haveto be taken into account.Toomanyschoolsall in
the sameareaoff~ringthesameCourseswould haveto beavoided.

There haveto becourseswhich relateto people (extrovert)andcoursewhichrelate
to things(introvert). Thereshould alsobecourseswhichmarrythetwo. But
perhapsmore importantasboysandgirls grow, theydevelopaclear conscienceasthe
foundation oftheirpersonality.
“History with its flickering tampstumblesalongthetrail ofthepasttrying to
reconstructits scenes,torevive its echoesandkindlewith pale gleamsthe passionof
former days. What is the worthofall this? The only guid~tt~*manl~hls
conscience.The only shieldto hismemoryis the rectitude andsincerityofhis
actions. It isvery imprudenttowalk through life withoutthisshield,becausewe are
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sooftenmockedbythe failureofourhopesandthe upsettingofour calculationsbut
with this shield,howeverthe fitesmay play, we march always in the ranks ofhonour”

(Colville. The FringesofPower WinstonChurchill’s tribute to Neville Chamberlain
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