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DearSir orMadam,

As aTAFE TeacherofCarpentryandJoineryI would like to put forwardsome
commentsontheresourcingaii~ldelivery ofvocationaleducationprogramsin Schools
andcurrentTeachertrainingfor theseprograms.

I havebeeninvolvedwith thefollowing:

BoardofEducatiOnin writing Syllabus6 in Construction
TheSTEPProgram(trainingofHSCTeachersto teachconstruction)
Writing andassessingconstructionsubjectsfor HSC“on line” andI amcurrently
teachingTVET Year 12 studentswho aredoingtheHSCConstructionat TAFE.
I haveavery soundknowledgeandverybroadunderstandingofwhat is requiredin
construction.

Someofthecurrentpracticesthat needto beaddressedto my wayofthinkingare:

1. Inthetimeslotsof 1, 2 or 3 periodsthat HSCTeachershaveallocatedto them
is simply, notenoughtime. We at TAFE however,haveminimumfourhours
for ourTVET studentsand 8 hoursa day for ourTradeApprentices.

2. Classsizesmustalsobeloweredto 15/16students,similar to TAFE for
Occupational,’Health’andSafetyreasonsandtheneedfor theteacherto be

- ‘able to demonstrateeffectively.

3. I amalso ofthebeliefthatfive daystrainingdoesnot makeaConstruction
Teacher.We canall teachfrom abook,but it is theyearsin an
Apprenticeshipandthenemploymentexperiencein theIndustrythat allows
you to quoteonyourexperiences.
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Having beeninvolved with thetraining of 15 groupssofar, mostofthe Teachersareof
thesameopinionasmyself. Theyhaveexpressedthat theywould like moretrainingto
bring themcloserto TAFE qualifications.

Having saidall ofthe above,I wishto statethatI supporttheintroductionofVET in
Schoolsandthis is evidentby involvement.

Thankingyou for allowing meto makemy commentsknown.

Yours sincerely

Chris Beatus,JP,BachEducation
Carpentry& Joineiy
SutherlandCollegeofTafe
GymeaCampus


