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Submissionto The Houseof RepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Communications,Information
andTechnologyandtheArts.

It is importantwe maintainstudiosandfacilities at world bestpracticestandardsfor bothoverseasand
our own local dramaproductions.In Victoria a lotof time, moneyandlocal governmentcommitment
hasbeendedicatedto ensuringthe developmentofMelbourne’sfirst studiocomplexwhich will go a
longwayto facilitatingour existingindustryandattractingnew productions. The industry in Australia
hasto competein a world marketwhich demandsstandardsof servicesand facilities ofthe highest
degree. In orderto keepabreastof thesestandardsand skill, we needa healthyindustry in which to
train aswell as facilities of a world class standardto attractoverseasproductionsto our shore. It is
essentialwecontinueto remaincompetitivewith our incentivesto attractoverseasexpenditureas well
as retainingour own culturalintegrityby supportinglocal productionandproviding a genuinetraining
groundfor youngfilm makers.

CentralCity Studiosin Melbourne’sDocklandsis designedfor theproductionof film andtelevision
dramaas well aslive television. Of thefirst 5 stagesunderconstructionwehave2 stagesideally
suitedfor Australiandrama(film & television)production,one ‘live’ stagewith motorisedlighting grid
plusa largeandmediumstudioto attractlargerAustralianfeaturefilms and/orU.S. mini-series,
telemoviesandmediumsizedfeaturefilms.

Thecomplexwill alsohousea commercialprecinctdedicatedto film industrybusinessesandservices
in all facetsof productionandpost-production.Thisprecinctwill createa central ‘hub’ for the
industryandanatmospherefor communicationandcreativityamongstindustryprofessionals.With
local, interstateandoverseasproductionspassingthroughthe studios,all associatedbusinesseswill be
‘in the loop’ of thecurrentandproposedproductionslateandwell informedof currenttrends. The
creationof a clusterofthis typewill notonly enhancethe local industrybutalso potentiallyprovidea
traininggroundfor futurefilm makers.

Until now Melbournehasbeenwithoutsoundstagesand consequentlynotbeenin a position to attract
someof theU.S. offshoreproductionnor accommodatethe local industrywhich hasoften hadto make
do with warehousespace. In thepast,Victoria asa producerof Australiantelevisiondramawasthe
traininggroundfor a greatnumberof techniciansandartistsbutas the industrychangesandshrinks
theseopportunitiesarediminished. We mustmaintaina healthylocal industry in orderto producethe
sort of skills requiredto competeoverseaswith our productandto attractoverseasproductions. As
therestof theworld is also competingfor theoffshoredollar wemustremaincompetitivewith our
local incentives,offer thehigheststandardof skills andassistour facilities andservicesto maintain the
highesttechnologicalstandards.Existinggovernmentsupportprogramsshouldtakeinto accountthe
changingtrendsoftechnologythroughoutthe industry.

It is also essentialwecontinueto tell ourown storiesand createour own film cultureor wewill simply
betrainingour actorsandtechniciansfor exportto othercountries. We havea stronghistoryof
excellencein our productionhistory, which hasgiven usan extraordinaryprofile overseasandhasalso
hada directimpacton tourismto our countryandwemustensurethat we maintainthis in the future.
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