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Community Development and Early intervention are essential

Children at Murrin Bridge Community in Western NSW benefiting from an ICV project there
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Indigenous Community Volunteers (ICV) is an independent, non-government community
and development organisation that works with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
across Australia. We are a registered charity. We work according to the principle of
'invitation'. This means we do things with, not to or/or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people. We pursue a community-driven and owned development approach.

We focus our program on the Council of Australian Government's (COAG) building blocks for
addressing Indigenous disadvantage. We have reinforced these with three important
evidence-based foundations - culture and country, reconciliation, and gender.
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We are turning Indigenous disadvantage into advantage. We are also reconciliation in
action. In 2008-09 we facilitated 440 volunteer assignments with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people - from Canberra to the Kimberley. The average length of an ICV
project was nine weeks. The shortest project lasted a day. The longest project lasted the
entire year.

Our program had a direct impact on over 25,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lives.
We are growing strongly and aim to double our impact in 2008-09. We are on track to
facilitate over 880 volunteer assignments in 2009-10. Information about the impacts that
we are achieving is contained in our Annual Impact Analysis 2008-09 at Attachment A.

ICV is engaged in best-practice diversion from the criminal justice system of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander youth by:

• Creating enabling environments in communities through broad-based community
development projects that harness Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people's
assets to overcome disadvantage and dysfunction, and

« Through a range of projects that directly target youth investment, youth diversion
and early intervention.

More information is at www.icy.com.au. And our evidence-based community development
approach is explained at http://www.icv.com.au/about-icv/community-developnrient/.
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Causes of Indigenous Juvenile involvement in the criminal Justice system

The causes of the high levels of involvement in the criminal justice system of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander youth are difficult to unravel neatly. Despite the complexity, evidence
does exist. There is thus no need for this submission to repeat it all in detail.

From 2003 to 2006, I worked in the Northern Territory (NT) with communities in the Top
End and Central Deserts regions. In 2005 I gave evidence to the NT coroner during an
inquiry he held into the deaths of two youth who had died sniffing petrol at Mutitjulu
Community at Uluru. The coroner asked me to explain what was causing petrol sniffing and
to offer solutions. My submission explained that the petrol sniffing was a manifestation of a
deeper and more complex problem. I gave the coroner an explanation to this broader
problem and suggested solutions to it.

Youth involvement in the criminal justice system is a symptom of the same complex
problems of Indigenous disadvantage and dysfunction. My submission to the coroner is at
Attachment B. I invite Committee members to read the submission for more detail. Its
analysis is relevant to this inquiry. In summary, the key causes involve:

• Social and economic disadvantage.
• The transgenerational nature of disadvantage and dysfunction.

• The effects of passive welfare and environments when alcohol and drugs use are in
epidemic proportions.

• A lack of law and order in many Indigenous communities.
• Weak capacity and governance in many Indigenous communities.
« Perverse impacts from the well-meaning policies of self-determination that have led

to buck-passing or disengagement by the state (until the recent positive changes, the
policies of separatism in the Town Camps in Alice Springs provide an example).

• Ad hoc and reactive policy and program responses from governments.

• A culture of permissive drug and alcohol use among many non-Indigenous and
Indigenous people working with youth and communities.

• Mainstream ignorance and detachment.

Titjikala women working as ICV volunteers with Canberra/Queanbeyan Koori kids
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