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Community Development and Early Intervention are essential
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Indigenous Community Volunteers (ICV) is an independent, non-government community
and development organisation that works with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
across Australia. We are a registered charity. We work according to the principle of
‘invitation’. This means we do things with, not to or for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people. We pursue a community-driven and owned development approach.

We focus our program on the Council of Australian Government’s (COAG) building blocks for
addressing Indigenous disadvantage. We have reinforced these with three important
evidence-based foundations - culture and country, reconciliation, and gender.

We are turning Indigenous disadvantage into advantage. We are also reconciliation in
action. 'In 2008-09 we facilitated 440 volunteer assignments with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people - from Canberra to the Kimberley. The average length of an ICV
project was nine weeks. The shortest project lasted a day. The longest project lasted the
entire year.

Our program had a direct impact on over 25,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lives.
We are growing strongly and aim to double our impact in 2008-09. We are on track to
facilitate over 880 volunteer assignments in 2009-10. information about the impacts that
we are achieving is contained in our Annual Impact Analysis 2008-09 at Attachment A.

ICV is engaged in best-practice diversion from the criminal justice system of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander youth by:

e Creating enabling environments in communities through broad-based community
development projects that harness Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s
assets to overcome disadvantage and dysfunction, and

e Through a range of projects that directly target youth investment, youth diversion
and early intervention.

More information is at www.icv.com.au. And our evidence-based community development
approach is explained at http://www.icv.com.au/about-icv/community-development/.
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