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MENINDEE HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

“INQUIRY INTO LONG TERM STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS THE AGED OF
THE AUSTRALIAN POPULATION OVER THE NEXT 40 YEARS - MENINDEE

HEALTH ADVISORY SUBMISSION”

SUBMISSION SUMMARY

The MenindeeHealth Servicefacility servesan areaincluding the town itself and smaller
pocketsof populationsat SunsetStrip, Copi Hollow, MenindeeLakesCaravanPark, Tandou
Farmandnumerouspastoralproperties.

The catchmentpopulation is approximately 800. A third of the township’s population is
Aboriginalwith a 19%aboriginalrepresentationthroughouttheentirecatcbmentarea.

TheMemndeeHealthAdvisory Council hasconsistentlycampaignedfor an appropriatehealth
facility to addresstheneedsofall ofthecommunity,in particulartheagedanddisabled.

Currently in Menindeethereis no in-patientfacility offering agedcareaccommodationof any
form andno respitecarefor agedanddisabledpersons.

TheHealthAdvisory Council recommendsthe following requirementsfor agedpersonsfor the
currentandforeseeablefuture in Menindee:-

• A Multi PurposeServiceprovidingsix beds:

Four bedsarepermanentlydesignatedfor agedcareandlor respitecarefor the
agedanddisabled;

Twobedsdesignatedfor observationof patients;

• FourHomeUnits for independentliving establishedoverthenext5-10years;

• AgedDayCareprogrammeandpurposeroom incorporatedin Multi PurposeService.

• Financial assistancefor socially disadvantagedfamilies attemptingto care for aged
family members(e.g. structuralchangesto bathrooms).

• Maintainingand expandingasnecessarythe in-homeservicescurrentlybeingprovided
in Menindee.
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and there is a waiting list for future tenants.The homes will soon need major
refurbishmentoralternativeaccommodationwill beneeded;

• The building site chosenfor a new proposedPrimary Health Care facility would
accommodateexpansionto a Multi PurposeServiceand additional home units. The
chosensite is centralto thetown andadjacentto theexistingMenindeeHomesfor Aged
andDisabled;

• Members of the aboriginal aged populationhave already experiencedthe pam of
separationfrom family members.It seemsextremelyinsensitiveto separatethemagain
from families in theirdecliningyears.

The Menindee Health Advisory Council feels very strongly that Menindee and area’s
circumstancesareexceptionalandthat greaterconsiderationshouldbegivento that fact.

Whateverfuture actionsare taken, the agedand disabledpersonsneedto be treatedwith the
dignity andrespectthattheydeserve.

Rick Doyle
Facilitator
MenindeeHealth ~d~soryCouncil
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APPENDICES
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April 2002.
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(FederalMemberfor Parkes,NationalPartyof Australia)dated25 September2002.
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HealthAdvisory Council) dated2 October2002.
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TONY LAWLER, B

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR I

AJM

16 July2001

Marie Kelly and Nyoli Bell
Menindee Health Service
MENINDEE NSW 2879

Dear Marie and Nyoli

Thanks for taking time out of your busy schedules
myself in Menindee recently.

You raised a range of important issues which we d
Food and Fibre, after speaking with you.

I have written to the Minister for Health and the Cl
Health Services, requesting information on boti
centre, as far as an upgrade goes, and also the
multi purpose health centre in Menindee.

Clearly there needs to be a pulling together of all
deliver the best benefits for the community.

I must admit there is not a clear picture in my rr
with Nyampa the services that they provide, inciL
community itself will have to work through to estab

We will provide you with copies of the response
Minister and the Far Western Area Health Service
you had the time, to provide your comments on th

Yours sincerely

A
Suite3, 153 BrisbaneStreet,DubboNSW 2830 Telephone(02) 6812 0999 Facsir ile (02) 68829935
Suite2, Brookfield House,275 ArgentStreet Telephone(08) 80177649 Facsir ile (08) 80877605

Broken Hill NSW 2880 TOLLFREE 1800801 127
ParliamentHouse,Canberra Telephone(02) 62;7 4950 Facsir lie (02) 62778419

TONY LAWLER, MP
Federal Member for Parkes
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Nyoli Bell
Bono Station
Via MenindeeNSW 2879

8 April 2002

Ms SallyJosh
FarWestAreaHealthService
BrokenHill NSW 2880

DearSally
After readingthe‘Draft MenindeeServicePlanMarch 13 2002- 1st raft, I wouldlike to makethe
following comments.
Whilst I amverygrateftulfor theacknowledgmentgiven to theMe ndeecommunity’shealthneeds,
feelthereareseriousshortcomingsfor thecommunityin this first d aft.

Reconunendationsfor theagedanddisableddonotincludetheopti n of offering respiteandhostelc e
in the newfacility. This issuewasraisedattheMenindeeHAG P1 ~ngmeetingsandyet it hasbeen
omitted.
Local staffhaveestimatedthat four communitypeoplecurrentlyrec iving homecare,will needahost 1
placein thenext few yearsandthereis no provisionfor this inMe dee. Thedraftalsomentionstha
“with increasingnumbersof olderpeoplein thecommunity,services or thefraillaged anddisabledwi 1
bein increasingdemand”.
Correspondencein August2001,from SenatortheHonGrantTam ing to Mr Tony Lawler, statedt at
“a Multi PurposeServiceprogramis ajoint programwheretheCo onwealthpoolsflexible agedc e
fi.inding with the Statehealthserviceftinds in amannermostapprop atetothe operatingrealitiesof
smallruralhealthandagedcarefacilities. TheProgramworks best~ smalltownsthat cannotmaintai
a standaloneagedcarefacility andwhereintegrationoftheservicesi themost sensibleoptionto allo
sustainabilityoftheservice. Importantlyit isdesignedto helpcomm ~tieswhosecatchmentareais
suchthat thecall ontheagedcareservicesis unevenor sporadic. Th cashingout aspectprovides
certaintyin flinding, irrespectiveof theactualcall on services.”
Significantly, in the ‘Earlier DischargeForumrecordofdiscussions, ctober2000,participantsfrom
ruralandremotecommunitiestalkedaboutthetransitionalgap thate olvesbetweenhospitalacutecar
to home.
Surelyif aMulti PurposeServiceProgramoperatedat Menindee,the gedanddisabledpeoplewould
bebetterlookedafterandtherewould beanopportunityfor rehabiit ion for Menindeepatientswith
family andbr friendstobecloseby complimentedby thechancefor t eir carer/sto familiariseandle
theskills neededfor carerecipients.

TheFWAHS hasjustifiedtheabsenceof anin-patientfacility at Meni deeby thenumberof Menindee
patientsbeingadmittedto theBrokenHill hospitaloverthepastfive y ars. Thesefiguresdo nottake
into accountthefactpatientsmaybeadmittedto anotherfacility, nor oesit considertheneedsof the
projectedpopulationgrowthfor the area.
A referencewasmadein the draftto severalhundredpeoplecomingi to theareaasitine?antworkers.
This figureis grosslyunderestimated. .Informationis availablefromT douoperationsandsimilar
horticulturalinterestsin Menindeeandnoneofthatappearsto beackn wiedgedin this draft. Referenc
wasmadeto theTandoufarmsitesouthwestofMenindeeandits pop ationnotbeingcountedin the
catchmentpopulationfor planningof thehealthfacility. That isdiffic t to understandwhenthe
MenindeeHealthServiceactuallyprovidesPrimaryHealthCareProgr mmesfor thosepermanentand
transientresidents.Whywould theneedsof thatpopulationnotbeinc ded?

The proposedpublicbussystemfromBrokenHill to Menindeeis a pr osalthat will notoffer respiteo
rehabilitationcareto anyMenindeecommunitymembernorwill it off continuityof patientcare
requiredfor a personthatneedsobservationfor longerthanfour hours No costingis given for the
proposedconsumeror considerationgiven to theexpenseinvolved ~ stat BrokenHill or the
disruptionto family life andwork commitments.
Thedescriptionof privatecartravelfrom Menindeeto BrokenHill d snotmentiontheaddeddanger
ofkangaroosalongthetrip, thefactthereis no mobilephonerangefor ostof thejourneyor no houses
or businessesto stopat if in trouble.



Ms JBrooks
Facilitator
MenindeeHealthAdvisory Council
P0Box 25
MenindeeNSW 2879

Mr JohnCobb
Memberfor Parkes
Suite3
153BrisbaneSt
DUI3BONSW 2830

25~September2002

DearMr Cobb

TheMenindeeHealthAdvisory Council is seekingyour
developmentofanewhealthfacility servicingMeninde

After yourvisit to Menindeewith Mr TonyLawler in m:
understoodtherealdilemmafacedby thecommunityw

Council membersarepleasedto informyouthattheFar
beenableto securesomefunding for anewfacility on a
currentlybeingused.Thelocationsite is yetto bedete

Theprocuredfunding,however,only providesafacility
service.Essentiallythis is a tier 2 Health Centreand
PrimaryHealth.

Thecouncilmembers,ascommunityrepresentatives,h~
for an adaptation of theMulti-Purpose Serviceprogi
thediverseneedsofthecommunity.
MembershaverepeatedlyaskedtheFarWestAreaHea
addressingtheproblemsofno respitecarebeing avail
town, no residential carefor theagedor handicappe
observation,not requiring acutecare. An adaptatioi
thoseneeds.

Throughouttheconsultationprocess,FarWestAreaH~
acknowledgedtheissuesofrespitecareandagedaccot
possibleexpansionin the future.

TheHealthAdvisory Council’s recommendationsto th
Servicearecontinuallyrejectedonthebasisthatdocur
criteriarequiredfor furtherconsideration.

Council membersfeelvery strongly that Menindee
exceptionaland that greater considerationshould bi
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Our Re’71 1

Ms ,ilia Brooks
Me~fldee Health Advisory Council
PCBoX 25
MININDEE NSW 2879

Dear Ms Brooks

-I-team-i Aavlsory t.ouncII: ~htAt~.;,)reQarainQme arart T~~’
The Far West Area Health Service (FWAHS) appre
HAC is investing in the new facility for Menindee an
to discuss issues surrounding this new facility with ~

I am sorry that representatives from both the Area a
unabie to attend the September HAC meeting due F
elsewhere which made attendence impossible. I ho
conveyed to the meeting by the Menindee Health 5
requested. I understand the Lower Western Sector
leave at the time of your October meeting and I am
October meeting as I will be attending the Goodoog
However I would be happy to address your questior
letter in response to the draft Service Plan, at your ~‘

As was discussed with HAC member Nyoli Bell whe
HAG after the last meeting, while the FWAHS ackno
hesitance about making a decision to endorse the di
a site is chosen, the site and the planning process fc
considered to be 2 distinct decisions to be made. TI
your endorsement of the conceptual framework for ti
will then be built on whatever site is ultimately chose
to fit any otth~sh&tlis1b~lt~s7 The HAC will be ml
detailed planning of the facility after the capital work
and endorsement ofthe capital works plan initiates t

The FWAHS has forwarded the updated Service PIs
draft capital works plan to the Health Department to
funding, as the required amount flagged in the capits
what is currently available through the previously ide

INCORPORATING: theHealth Servicesof Balranakl
Goodooga,Ivanhoe,Lightning F
Wentworth and Wilcannia.
University of SydneyDepastmei
Maari Ma Aboriginal HealthCo
(South EasternSection).

Pleaseaddressallcorrespondence to: ChiefExecutiveOfficer,F
Telephone:(08)8080133
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Thank you for your letter dated 25 September 2002 on behalf of the MenindeE



“TogetherMaking a Difference”

Ms JBrooks
Facilitator
MenindeeHealthAdvisoiy Council
P0Box 25
MenindeeNSW2879

Mr PeterBlack
Memberfor Murray-Darling
32 SuiphideSt
BrokenHill NSW2880

7 November2002

DearMr Black
The MenindeeHealthAdvisoryCouncil is extremelygratefulto you for giving yourtime
towardsourconcernswith thenew,proposedhealthfacility.
Duringyourvisit totheMinister, Mr CraigKnowles,wewould appreciatehis special
considerationofthefollowing points.

TheFarWestAreaHealthServiceincorrectlyquotespopulationfigures,bothpermanentand
transient.
Population figuressubmittedby theFarWestAreaHealth Servicedo not include people
living in the CCDs100202002,1020208(Tandou Farm community) or peoplefrom
pastoral properlies in CCDs11)2101)9and 1021)907.
During peakwork periods, Table GrapeGrowers employ doublethe figures given.
FWAHS didnot realisethat therearetwo propertiesownedin Menindeewith thesamework
forces.(casualandpermanent)
No credenceis givento thenumber ofresidentsat thevarious caravan parks in the area.

Menindeehasbeenrankedthesecondhigheston-the socialdisadvantagescalefor the
wholeof NSW, excludingSydney.(asdocumentedin theMenindeeServicePlan)

Thereareup to 20 disabledpeoplein Menindeewith carersandtherehasbeenno
immediateprovision in thenewfacility to provide respitecareofany form.

Aged people,aboriginal andnon-aboriginal will still haveto moveawayfrom thearea
for full time care. The minimumdistanceawaywill beto BrokenHill (110km),wherethere
is alreadyashortageof placesfor clients.

A goldenopportunityexistsfor increasingemploymentand training (nursing)for thelocal
communityif accommodationforrespiteandagedcareis includedin ffie~ newfacility.

Yourssincerely

Brooks

Menindee Health Advisory council
P0 Box 25

Menindee NSW 2879
Tel 08 8091 4209



Parliamentof NewSouthWales,
LegislativeAssembly

PETER L. BLACK, 0 ~M, MP

Memberfor Murray Da, !ing

November13, 2002

Ms. JuliaBrooks,
Facilitator,
MenindeeHealthAdvisoryCouncil,
P.O.Box 25,
MENiNDEE N.S.W. 2879

Subject: Central Darling Shire— MenindeeHealth
Facility

DearJulia,

Thankyou for yourcorrespondencereceivedby my office
above.

A copyofyourcorrespondencehasbeenforwardedto theii
Health,for adviceanduponreceiptof sameI will bein furl

Again, thankyou.

Yoursfaithfully,

PETERL. BLACK, GAM, MP

The GlobeBuilding, 1/142ArgentStreet,
BROKENHILL N.S.W. 2880

Advisory Council, Healti

n November11, 2002,sub ectas

[on.CraigKnowles,Minisi
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RE~RESENTATIVESPARLIAMENT OFAUSTRALIA ~- - ~ HOUSEOF

JOHN COBB MP

Suite3, ~53BrisbaneStreet,DubboNSW 2830 Telephone(02) 6~820999 Facsimile(02) 68829935
Suite2, Brookfield House,275 ArgentStreet Telephone(08) 8(877649 Facsimile(08) 8087 7605

BrokenHill NSW 2880 TOLL FREE 1800801 127

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR PARf
National Partyof Australia

13 November2002

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This letteris in supportof the endeavoursof theMenin
to accessfunding to addressrespiteservicesandagedc
orderto providebettersupportto thecarersandthe cot

In mid 2001,andprior to my electionasMemberfor P
Lawler andI andmembersof the MenindeeHealthAd
aboutdeliveringmeaningfulhealthcareto the commux

I, andthethenMemberfor Parkes,believethatthereis
PurposeService(MPS) programin Menindee.

Menindeeis an isolatedtown in far westN.S.W.,with
of about800. Addedto this is a highitinerantpopulati
thehorticulturalindustryas well asresidentsatthe “ho
around400.

Menindeehasfew servicesandwasunfortunatelyclas~
secondmostsociallydisadvantagedtown in N.S.W., 01

Menindeehasanageingpopulationandconcernhasb
theelderly arenotkeepingpacewith thedemand.

A hugelode is placedon theservicein Menindee,but
addressingthe factthatthereis no respitecareavailabi
agedandhandicapped,or roomavailablefor patientsr

A MPS inMenindeecouldovercomethis requirement
implementthesefacilities.

Yours sincerely

JOHN COBB, MP
Federal Member for Parkes

CountryAnswersfor Country People
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NEW SOUTH WALES

R ‘~i’ & ~

©
MINISTER FOR HEALTH

Mr Peter Black MP
Member for Murray Darling
1/142 Argent Street
BROKEN HILL NSW 2880

Dear Mr Black

I refer to your representations on behalf of Ms Julia Br
Meniiidee Health Advisory Council (HAC), PC Box 25
concerning the population figures used in the MenindE
the proposed new Menindee Health facility and respitE

While further detail has been given to the HAG’s argun
figures utilised to determine the role delineation for the
response in my recent letter regarding this issue remai
figures were to be a substantial underestimate, and I a
Health Service does not believe them to be, it is unlike
Menindee would be viable.

With regard to access to respite care for Menindee car
Health Service to write to the Far West Care Respite C
Menindee community. While the Carer Respite Centre
funded service, if access to respite care is insufficient ii
Service is happy to advocate on behalf of Menindee’s

Thank you for brining Ms Brooks concerns to my attent
any further questions regarding the proposed MenindeE
contact Ms Heather Gray, FWAHS Chief Executive Offi

Yours sincerely

MC
10
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Locked Mail Bag 961 North Sydney NSW 2059 Telephone (02) 922k 4425 Facsimile (02) 9228 37h



PARLIAMENT OFAUSTRALIA HOUSEOF

JOHN COBB i~rp
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR PAR

National Party ofAustralia

PLEASE REPLY TO BROKEN HILL OFFICE

23 May2003

Mrs. DonnaFiles
MenindeeHealthAdvisory Council
P.O.Box 25
MENINDEE. 2879

DearMrs. Files

Referenceis madeto your letterand thediscussionsI h~
Menindee,regardingAgedandRespiteaccommodation
facility for Menindee.

I havenow contactedSenatorthe Hon. K. Patterson,Fei
Ageingregardingthesituationin Menindee.

I haverecommendedto theMinister,theconsideration
MenindeeandwhenI receiveherreply I will forwarda

KES

.d with thegroupin
in theproposednewhealth

leral Ministerfor HealthantI

Suite 3, 153 BrisbaneStreet,DubboNSW 2830 Telephone(02) 68~20999 Facsinile (02) 6882 9935
Suite 2, Brookfield House,275 ArgentStreet Telephone(08) 80~77649 Facsinile (08) 8087 7605

Broken Hill NSW 2880 TOLL FREE 1800801 127

Yourssincerely

I
,:

aMulti PurposeServiceI
2opyon to you.

or

Member for Parkes

CountryAnswersfor CountryPeople
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Mrs ~bnDRFiles
McvndeeHealth Advisoiy
Po~ 25
McnindeeNSW 2879

Mr J Cobb
MemberfurParkes
Suite 3
153 Brisbane St
Dubbo NSW 2830

24 April 2003

Dear Mr Cobb

The Memodee Health Advaso Council sought your assistance or~ October 92002,
regarding the inclusion ofA and Respiteaccommodation in the proposed new
health facility for Menindee. embers are grateful your time und letter of support

ovember 13 2002) given to ds Menrndee’s plight.

nfortunately, the Far West Health Scrv~ce did not pursue the matter on our
half, on she wtderstanding at the necessary funding must be pined from the

ommonwesith Department o Health and Ageing. . A case was also presented by
AHS thatMenindee’s n did not fulfil the ratio criteria for funding. We were

sotoldthatMenindecwasn sin heforsunateposrtionofaireadybavinganysuch
ervice in place 111cc other to s. Those such towns, similar or less in population,
ave not lost any allocation an in some situations have new and bigger facilities. An
ii~ample of this is Menindee is a further distance from Broken Hill thus towns like
ollarenebri is from Walgest. Coliarenebri’s new hospital is offering increased

ommodation for the aged.

he Menladee licaith Adviso Council would strongly argue that there in no
f rusula for equity. Our unity is severely, socially and geographically

‘sadvantaged, living in the ho that accommodation places will be sourved in
ken 11111 when the need art . Urgent respite care for disabled people can only be

C und in Broken Hill, 110 km a y. Currently difficulties with Aged Care
p acemerits in Broken Hill only mpound th. problem.



Office of the

Minister for AgeiE

10 June2003

Mr JohnCobbMP
FederalMemberfor Parkes
PGBox 443
BROKEN HILL NSW 2880

DearMr Cobb

Thankyou for yourpersonalrepresentationsto Senatc
Minister for HealthandAgeing, onbehalfofMenind
regardingagedandrespitecarefacilities in Menindee.

Your correspondencehasbeenreferredto theHon. Kc
Ageing,who hasportfolio responsibilityfor thismatte

TheMinisterhasreferredyour letter, andissueraised
investigation. Thematteris now beingexaminedfor r
responseto you.

Yours sincerely

OfficeManager

g

r theHon. Kay Patterson,
e HealthAdvisoryCounc

yin Andrews,Minister fc r
r.

kvithin, to theDepartmenl
~portto theMinister and

il

for

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7280 Facsimile (02) 6273 4138



REtRESENTATIVESPARLIAMENT OFAUSTRALIA ~ HOUSEOF

JOHN COBB MP

Suite3, 153 BrisbaneStreet,DubboNSW 2830 Telephone(02) 688 ~0999 Facsin ile (02) 6882 9935
Suite2, Brookfield House,275 Argent Street Telephone(08) 80877649 Facsin lIe (08) 8087 7605

BrokenHill NSW 2880 TOLL FREE 1800 ~0I 127

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR PARI~
NationalPartyof Australia

PLEASE REPLY TO BROKEN HILL OFFICE

8 August2003

Mr. R. Doyle
Facilitator
MenindeeHealthAdvisory Council
P.O.Box 25
MENINDEE. 2879

DearMr. Doyle

Attachedis acopyof the reply I havereceivedfrom theHo
ParliamentarySecretaryto theMinister for HealthandAge
Servicefor Menindee.

I amnot satisfiedwith thisresponseandamperusingit furt ~er.

I will contactyouagainwhenI havefurtherinformation.

Yours sincerely

MP
Member for Parkes

CountryAnswersfor CountryPeople
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Mr Johjj obb MP
Membe~rParkes
Suite2
Brookifeld House
275ArgentStreet
BROKEN HILL NSW 2880

Dear

THE HON TRISH WORT MP
arliamentarySecretaryto theMinister for H alfh andAgeing

Member for Adelaide

nisterfor HealthandAgei g,
ealthAdvisoryCouncil,
in theproposednewhealth
ultipurposeService(MPS)be
vlinister, I amrespondingo her

gramis ajoint Commonw aith
rovidesfundingfor flexibl aged
~services.Additionally, MPS
)5 modelbestsuitscommu ities
atehealthand agedcaresei ices
.ppropnaterangeor mix of
mmunities.

Thankyou for yourrepresentationsof23 May2003 to theM
SenatortheHon KayPatterson,onbehalfoftheMenindeeH
concerningtheinclusion of agedandrespiteaccommodation
facility to bebuilt in Menindee,andyour suggestionthat a Iv
establishedin Menindee.As ParliamentarySecretaryto the
behalf.

I will addressyoursuggestionof an MPS first. TheMPSPr
andStateGovernmentinitiative wherethe Commonwealthr
careplaces,andtheStateprovidesfunds for arangeofhealt
site mayalsoattractStatefundingfor capitalworks. TheM.
thathaveinsufficientcatcbmentpopulationsto sustainsepa~
andthat,becauseof theirisolation,areunableto accessthe
services.However,it is not the answerfor all smallrural cc

As joint funders,theCommonwealthandthe StateGovernn
themostsuitableservicemodelfor thecommunityandthat
~chievefinancial viability underMPS fundingarrangement
evidencethat theStatesupportsanMPS in Menindee.

In addition,the Commonwealth’scomprehensiveplanning
anequitabledistributionof placesto regionsby providing 1
andCommunityAgedCarePackages(CACPs)for every1,
over,indicatesthatthe existingagedcareserviceprovision
planningregion(of which Menindeeis apart)demonstrate
needs. I understandthereare currentlyCACPsprovidedin
Local Area in whichMenindeeis located,providedby Hor
Wales, andWesleyGardensGeorgianCommunityCare,ai

providedfrom BrokenHill.

ientsneedto agreethatan
serviceshavethecapacityt
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PLY TO BROKEN HILL OFFICE

24 October2003

Mr. R. Doyle
Facilitator
MenindeeHealthAdvisoryCouncil
P.O.Box 25
MENINDEE. 2879

DearMr. Doyle

Enclosedis afurtherletter I havereceivedfrom theHon.T
Secretaryto theMinister forHealthandAgeing, in regards
Menindee.And I drawyourattentionto thesecondlastpar

SincereceivingthisresponseI havewrittento theHon. Mc
Healthandhaveforwardedcopiesof the Hon.TrishWorti
my letter to Ms. Mary Lafferty,Acting ManagerofRural F
HealthandAgeing, Sydney,to the Minister.

I amunyieldingin mybeliefthatthe citizensof Menindee
pointedout to theMinister that thefiguresquotedmaybe c
placesfor theWesternRegionbut Menindeeis an isolated
NSW, 100 kms from thenearesthospitalin BrokenHill ant
Wilcannia. I havepointedout thatotherfactorssuchasiso
by rain, the fact thatthereis no all-weatherairstrip,to sugg
into account.

I havepointedout to theHon. Morris lemmathatthereare:
aboutonethird the sizeandcloserto far biggertownsthan

VIP Parliament of
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rish Worth, Parliamentary
to aMulti PurposeService
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rris lemma,StateMinister’
.‘ s correspondenceandaco
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re entitled to aMPS. I hay
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ownin the remotefarwest
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ation,roadaccessthatis ci
~sta few, shouldalsobetal

nanytownsin NSW lessis
Vlenindeeis, thathaveaMI

I will forwarda copyofthe StateMinisterfor Health’sreply to youwhenit arrives.

Yourssincerely

JO N OBB, MP
Fe e 1 Member for Parkes

Dubbo
Suite 3, 153 Brisbane Street
Dubbo NSW 2830
Telephone: (02) 6882 0999
Facsimile: (02) 6882 9935

Broken Hill
275 Argent Street, P0 Box 443
Broken Hill NSW 2880
Telephone: (08) 8087 7649
Facsimile: (081 8087 7605

Canberra
RG 22, Parli
Canberra A
Telephone: (

Facsimile: IC

~smentHouse
CT 2600
)2) 6277 4080
21 6277 8466
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Email: John Cobb.MP@aph.gov.au
TOLL FREE: 1300301 740



THE HON TRISH WOR]
i~~u]~amcntarvSecretaryto the Minister for I

Memberfor Adelaide

Mr JohnCobbMP
Memberfor Parkes
Suite2
BrookfieldHouse
275 Argent Street
BROKENHILL NSW 2880

DearMr 9(bb, ~

Thankyou for yourrepresentationsof8 August2003 to the]
SenatortheHon KayPatterson,concerningaMultipurpose~
As ParliamentarySecretaryto theMinister, I amresponding

As outlinedin my correspondenceof 18 July 2003,theMPS
AustralianlStateGovernmentinitiative, wheretheAustralian
for flexible agedcareplacesandtheStateprovidesfunding I
additionto any capitaldevelopmentrequiredfor theMPS.

As joint funders,theAustralianandtheStateGovernmentsr
mostsuitableservicemodel for thecommunityandthatserv
financialviability undertheMPS fundingarrangements.

To date,theAustralianGovernmenthasno evidencethatthe
Governmentwould supportanMPS for Menindee. Unfortu]
amongotherthings, thenecessarystaffingandcapitaldeveic
Governmentis not in apositionto pursueanMPS for Menu

Thankyou againfor yourinterestin this matter.

Yourssincerely,

Trish Worth
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18.2.04

MenindeeHealth Servicehas over 5200active patient

medical records

Community visits register 55 people

Peoplewaiting for placement2

Menindeepeoplecurrently in agedcare in other towns 4

Peoplewho could use respite care (agedand disabled)7

Meals On Wheelscurrent 10 (is often up to 19)



Aftachme~

SunsetStrin Statsas at 23.2.04

• 136Houses
• 70 people agedover 60

• 50 people betweenage55-60
• 85 Adults living permanently

• 21 peopleover age60 living permanently
• 15 peopleaged55-60living permanently

• Number of children’s stats not yet recorded


