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STANDING COMMITTEE

Irwin, Debbie (REPS) MAR 2003

From: Barbara Squires

Sent: Sunday, 16 March 2003 5:08 PM

To: Committee, Ageing (REPS)

Cc: Robertson, Anne (J. Hall, MP)

Subject: Submission on behalf of the Australian Association of Gerontology

The Secretary of the Committee,

Standing Committee on Ageing

House of Representatives

I am responding to an invitation from Ms Jill Hall MP, Deputy Chair, who spoke to a meeting organised by
Prof.Julie Byles at the Stanford Hotel in Sydney on Wed. 26 Feb. At that meeting Ms Hall was kind enough to
say that if those present let her know we had put in submissions, she would make sure they were accepted.

I am therefore attaching a submission from the Australian Association of Gerontology, which I am making in

my capacity as National President.

<<Hse of Reps sub 3.03.doc>>

Barbara Squires

President, Australian Association of Gerontology

Contact details: T: 02 9339 8071 F: 02 9360 2319 M: 0418 698 336

AAG Secretariat: Centre forAgeing Studies

The Mark Oliphant Building, Laffer Drive, Science Park, Bedford Park, SA 5042.

Tel. 08 8201 7552 Fax 08 8201 7551 Email aaç~.secre~flinders.edu.au

Disclaimer

The above information is confidential to the addressee and may be privileged. Unauthorised access and use
is prohibited.lnternet communications are not secure and therefore this company does not accept legal
responsibility for the contents of this message. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.
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AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF GERONTOLOGY

16 March 2003

CommitteeSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Ageing
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRAACT 2600

RE: INQUIRY INTO LONG TERM STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS
THE AGEING OF THE AUSTRALIAN POPULATION OVER THE NEXT 40
YEARS

TheAustralianAssociationof Gerontology(AAG) welcomestheopportunityto submit
informationto theInquiry in relationto theimportanceofresearchin ageingin
providingthefoundationforthestrategiesneededto planandprovidefor Australia’s
ageingpopulation.

TheAAG is amulti-disciplinaryassociationofprofessionalsinvolved in gerontology,
which is thestudyofageing.It wasestablishedin 1962,andis oneof55 member
organisationsoftheInternationalAssociationofGerontology.TheJAGwas
establishedin 1950.

ThemissionoftheAAG is to expandknowledgeofageing,andits objectiveis to
improvetheexperienceofageing.

Its primaryactivitiesare:
•promotingandsupportingresearch
•disseminatinginformation
•promotingandprovidingeducation
•promotinginformeddebate
•cooperatingwith otherstakeholders
•providingleadership
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TheAAG hasnearly1,000membersacrossAustralia.EachstatehasaDivision ofthe
AAG, which runsits ownprogramofmeetings,symposiaetc.At thenationallevel, we
produceaquarterlynewsletter,hold an annualnationalconference,andmaintaina
website(www.aag.asn.au).

ThemembershipoftheAAG is inclusive,bothin professionalbackgroundand
representationofareaofinterest.It includesdoctors,nurses,socialworkers,
psychologists,socialscientistsetc,working in research,education,serviceprovision
andpolicy.

TheAAG is oneofthepartners(alongwith ACOTA, ASGM andACSA) in the
AustralasianJournalon Ageing.TheAJA andourannualnationalconferencesprovide
anopportunityfor Australianresearchin ageingto besharedanddebatedwith others
interestedin gerontology.

AAG membersincludetheleadingresearchersin Australia.TheAAG formedthe
successfulconsortiumthat is conductingtheScopingStudyinto AgeingResearchfor
theNHMRC. Themembersofthat consortiumincludetheleadingresearchersacross
thewhole field ofageing,from molecularbiologyto socialaspectsofhealthyageing.

A copyoftheNHMRC ScopingStudyonAgeingResearchhasbeenprovidedto the
Committeeby ProfDavid LeCouteur,oftheCentrefor Education& Researchon
Ageing (CERA),asanattachmentto CERA’s submission,whichtheAAG supports

The importanceofresearchinto ageing

In the 1950s,60sand70s,thedemographicimperativeofthetimemeantthatresearch
into maternalandchild healthwasvital. Thecomplexsocial,medical,ethicaland
economicissueswereexploredandtheglobalpopulationhasbenefited.

We arenow movinginto anewera.Theageingofthepopulationbringsafreshset of
challenges,with asimilarneedfor visionaryleadership.

TheAAG welcomestheemphasison researchthatunderpinstheNationalStrategyfor
anAgeingAustralia,and“the needto understandandreassesswhatis happeningasthe
populationages”.

Thewayforwardfor researchinto ageing

TheAAG welcomestherecognitionin Australiaofageingasapriority for research,in
thesameway thatit hasbeenrecognisedinternationally.

Thereis a greatneedto improvetheinfrastructurefor researchinto ageingin
Australia,while ensuringthat scarceresourcesdo notunnecessarilygo into “bricks and
mortar” structures.ModelssuchastheU.S. NationalInstituteon Ageingareunlikely
to beachievablein Australiagivenourmuchsmallerpopulation.
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However,thereis anurgentneedto find awayofencouragingmulti-disciplinary
collaborationandimprovingthedisseminationofresearchfindings.This will helpto
promotearobustandcontinuouscycleofresearchinforming education,policy and
practice,with thoseareasin turngeneratingfurtherissuesfor research.

TheAAG supportstheconceptof amultidisciplinaryageingpanel(orgrantsreview
committee)on theNHMRC. This would give expressionto the importanceofmulti-
disciplinaryresearchinto all facetsofageingandhelp to ensurethatresearchinto
healthyageingcantakeits placealongsideresearchinto biologicalageingandclinical
medicine.

TheAAG welcomesthe opportunityit hasbeengivento contributeto theBuilding
AgeingResearchCapacity(BARC) project.BARC is ajoint projectbetweenthe
Office for anAgeingAustralia(OAA) andtheAustralianInstituteofHealthand
Welfare(AIHW). It hastheassistanceofanexpertSteeringCommittee,a numberof
whom areAAG members.

TheBARC Projectis looking at strategiesto assistin providingtheevidencebasethat
is neededto supportthedecisionsthatmustbemadeastheAustralianpopulationages.
Its activities,includinganExpertForumheldon 9 December2002,aNational
Symposiumon AgeingResearchplannedfor September2003,andplansto setupan
AgeingResearchOnlinewebsite,areall welcomeinitiativesthatwill help to developa
broadersharedunderstandingacrossacademicdisciplinesandbetweenresearchersand
usersofresearch.

However,while theAAG supportstheneedto makethebestuseofexistingresources,
weemphasisethat thereis still aneedfor agreatershareofresearchfundingto be
directedtowardsresearchin ageing.

TheAAG is willing to offer its expertiseandtheresourceofits membershipto assist
with exploringthevariousoptionsfor improvingtheinfrastructureto supportresearch
into ageing,andwouldwelcometheopportunityto presentfurtherevidenceto the
Committee.

Yourssincerely

A. ~

BarbaraSquires
AAG National President
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