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ParliamentaryCommfttecon Aged CareYearsOn

cl- Jill Hall MHR
26 MacquarieStreet
BELMONT NSW 2280

DearJill

AGED CARE 40 YEARS ON

First I must apologizetbr mylackof preparationfor theForty YearsOn Meeting. I wasonly askedto
attendat about 11 am.asI hadcomein to do somevoluntarywork andso wasableto attend.

Havingthoughtaboutthe issuesinvolved I would suggestthattheundermentionedneedfollow up re
Amputees:-

I. Anticipatedgrowth in numbers:obesity,diabetes,circulationandaccidentrelated
causes-educationcampaignsfor ahealthier-lifestyle anddiet.

2. Moreproactiveblood testingadviceand follow up at (JPandother levels.

3. Preventionis betterand far cheaperthanamputation.

4. Wearcveryconcernedat the very restrictednumberofqualified arid competent
prosthctists.Privateprosthetistsarcemployingpeoplevirtually off theStreet.without
(raining, Ring HenryArmstrong on 49 32 079] Lbr an actualexperience!

5. Thereis, I believeonly oneinstitutionin Australiaprovidingaprosthetist’sdegreeand
that is in Victotia-alongway fromhomefor manyyoung peoplewho couldbe interested
in sucha career.

6. RethequaIirv ofwork turnedout by somequalifiedprosthetists( seeattached article)
from oneof ourmembersandrememberthat thesearenot isolatedcases.

7. Australia ranksLowest in theWesternworld tor theprovisionof prostheticdevicesand
services.

I’” ~ .f .•~

~~•‘ ~ ~ ~\ ~



L ~ ~ •,

AT ~W’t~ ‘~ -~ t~J1~+ ~ ~ 14943 E~! 1~25AM P2
1 4 P ~tI~ ~

a ~ ~.~! fi ~4

-~

~

- ~ ~ ~ ~
To gi’~~Can e~ampIe-

AHuntcrVallcyamputcer~civcdanEfiflcta]Je~inE~gV~
actiden~~Theleg fitted well andshewasableto resumehernux~ing~ai~C~iii d~~
talentsas a first violinist in theHunterSymnphonyOrchestra Sinceha’ return c has
requiredanewleg andif the leg beingmadeby theseniorprosthetistatWestxricadHospita] is
t.J~sunab~asotherAustralianmadelegshavebeenshewill bein limbo,. -

In themeantimesheis usingCanadiancrutchestormobili~y’~nd1domgwhat
n~irsmgservicesshecanperform(very limited) Theuseofcrutchesis ¶~o~wrngher~apnsand
makin~h~erhan~sngdin a”claw pocition thusat~ecnngh~rabthtylayhè-cths~i.

n~I~w~uId be~greatpity to sec~ich~‘eatta1en~I~red~

CbnsrderinSthemanyandvanedvoluntarysupportorgamsatlonsexisting~rj ficdzsabihuer,
an~all hM similarproblemsin lack of sufficientvoltintt.crs tht. agin~ofth~yo1untccrforce
togetherwith costsassociatedwith supportviSitsto adispersedpopulationofidisabihtysullerers
the provisionof a cornniunity“facilitator” tohelp addresstheproblemso~insufficientvolunteers
etc.could.bemostadvantageous. . • • • •.H~ ~ ~‘
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LEItIERS 9/L~/Q2

~ ~-;Out on a limb
Why Is It that Australians c~nwin

goldmedalsat the-WinierOlympics
and - run the best.ever -8Um~ner
Olympics buL cannot make a func-tional artificial leg?

In lace 1988 1 approached~t.he.
Oovernrnerii’s 1lmb~mak1ngcen~re
In North Sydney.Three unwearable
legsweremadebrine there.~Aii hadr~
obvious pain-inducing faults (e.g: -,

rivets not countersunk). forcing me
itO approach a private Hrnb centre
in ~edfern. This company’s badly
constructed limb also contained
the same defects. making the limb
unwearable.

movedback to the Hunt.er regiOn
and made do with older pro~th~L-
ics, which had longpassedtheir use-
by date. -

In 2000 the artiFicial limb .eenirc
attached to a Newcastle hospital
supplied the most crudely - made
artificial leg I have ever examined -

In my 60 years as a~amputee~‘rhe
~ faults are beyond cerre Ion A~tl~~
•present time~aprlvate~pro$LbeL~
company In Islington is trying to
produce a wearableleg for me.

I could go offshore,as many of our
traditional and successful indus-
trieshave done,and get a mall-order
artificial leg from London. ,l have
done this success(ulIy since 1956.
But the collapseof our dollar puts
this beyond -my limited means.
Where Is thks society headed?

• Henry Armstrong,Farley
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Yoursfaithfully,

PhilC~nai~.-
Treasurer. -
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