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13 May 2014
MR DANBY: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 137 to 154)—On (a) how many occasions,

and (b) what date(s), has the Minister met with Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd chief executive
Mr Nick Di Girolamo, and can the Minister provide the nature of each meeting.

140 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General.
153 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
154 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs.

26 August 2014
264 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

How many applicants responded to the call for Expressions of Interest for the G20 Volunteer
Program announced in April 2014, and of these, how many were of a suitable calibre to progress to
the second round short-list of potential volunteers.
What, if any, (a) stipends, (b) reimbursements, or (c) entitlements will be offered to the volunteers
who are successful in being selected for the program (for example, meal allowances, transport and
parking costs, accommodation).
What is the expected duration of daily volunteer shifts during the G20 summit.
What are the (a) minimum, and (b) maximum number of hours that an individual volunteer will be
permitted to work on any given day of the G20 summit.

3 September 2014
401 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the business delegation to China in April 2014,
(a) what was the total cost of travel and hospitality, (b) who was in attendance, and (c) who paid.
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22 September 2014
MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 432 to 449)—In respect of departmental

staff overseas travel since 7 September 2013, what (a) was the total cost, (b) is the breakdown of this cost
ie, airfares, accommodation, hospitality, official passports and minor incidentals, and (c) was the travel for.
432 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.
MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 451 to 468)—Since 7 September 2013,
how many corporate credit cards have been issued to departmental staff, and what is the total cost of all
transactions made on them.

451 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.
470 MR CLARE: To ask the Minister for Communications—What proportion (as a percentage) is the aerial
component of the following fibre serving area modules: (a) 7BEV-01, (b) 7DEL-01, (c) 7GEW-01,
(d) 7HOB-01, (e) 7HOB-02, (f) 7HOB-03, (g) 7HOB-04, (h) 7HOB-05, (i) 7KIN-01, (j) 7KIN-03,
(k) 7LAU-01, (l) 7LAU-02, (m) 7LAU-03, (n) 7LAU-04, (o) 7SOR-01, (p) 7STH-01, (q) 7STH-02, and
(r) 7TRA-01.

472 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of his
announcement of 10 September 2014 on the shortlisting of three consortia to submit project proposals for
the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing, as of this date, (a) what advice had Infrastructure Australia
provided to him or his department on this project, and (b) had a benefit-cost ratio (BCR) for the project
been assessed by Infrastructure Australia; if so, what is the BCR.

30 September 2014
483 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—How many staff have been made redundant (both voluntarily and
involuntarily) from the Australian Public Service since 7 September 2013, and what is the breakdown of
these redundancies by department/agency.

1 October 2014
488 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—How many public servants were employed per capita in the
Australian Public Service in (a) 2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2008-09, (d) 2009-10, (e) 2010-11, (f) 2011-12,
(g) 2012-13, and (h) 2013-14.

21 October 2014
MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 502 to 519)—Since 7 September 2013 to

30 June 2014, what training has been provided for (a) Executive, and (b) Senior Executive Service, level
departmental officials, and what (i) total sum has the Minister’s department spent, and (ii) is the
breakdown in cost, for such training.

502 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.
545 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Prime Minister—Does he stand by his statement on 28 August 2013 to
(a) contribute $16 million towards a $66 million upgrade of the Cadbury Visitor Centre in Claremont,
Tasmania, to (i) boost innovation, (ii) support growth in local manufacturing jobs, and (iii) expand
tourism, (b) help create 200 new jobs and 120 indirect jobs by 2017, and (c) help secure 600 existing direct
jobs and 340 existing indirect jobs.

23 October 2014
549 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Can he give affected
communities his assurance that the proposed changes to the types of aircraft able to access (a) Sydney
Airport, and (b) Adelaide Airport, during curfew hours will not increase the (i) noise burden on residents,
or (ii) number of flights.

28 October 2014
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 557 to 558)—In respect of a recent

media report ‘Leaked report raises concerns over 457 visa’ by Heath Aston (The Age, 19 October 2014),
will the Minister (a) take action to strengthen the integrity of Australia’s Migrant Worker Programs, and
provide greater opportunity for young unemployed Australians to find work, following revelations that a
leaked Fair Work Ombudsman (FWO) report and audit into Australia’s migrant worker program found
significant shortcomings, discrepancies and serious issues with the program, (b) investigate claims and
take action on media reports that the (i) audit raised serious concerns over 40 per cent of the 457 visa
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holders, including evidence that many are no longer working for their nominated employer or are not being
paid at the rate at which they were promised, and (ii) FWO report suggests that serious concerns regarding
migrant worker jobs, payment and treatment throughout the hospitality industry exist, (c) investigate
claims that (i) almost 350 people, nearly 20 per cent, of migrant workers were found to be ‘no longer
employed by a sponsor’, and that there are concerns regarding the rife underpayment of many foreign
workers, and (ii) certain cafes and restaurants in populated areas are almost entirely staffed by foreign
workers, (d) investigate what measures or attempts were made by the cafes and restaurants identified in the
media report, to advertise and hire Australian workers, before they staffed their businesses with foreign
workers, and (e) reduce the number of foreign workers being granted working rights in Australia in order
to improve employment opportunities for Australians, and improve working conditions for employed
Australians.

557 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 559 to 560)—In respect of a recent

media report ‘Leaked report raises concerns over 457 visa’ by Heath Aston (The Age, 19 October 2014),
will the Australian Government now reconsider (a) its measures to make it easier for businesses to apply
for 457 visa workers, (b) the proposed relaxation of English language competency, and (c) the loosening of
migrant worker rules and regulations in the context of addressing Australia’s high unemployment of
6.1 per cent.

559 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 561 to 562)—In respect of a recent

media report ‘Leaked report raises concerns over 457 visa’ by Heath Aston (The Age, 19 October 2014),
will the Minister support the calls by United Voice, which represents 120,000 hospitality workers, to
oppose the cutting of (a) penalty rates, (b) wages and (c) conditions, following the increase in foreign
workers now engaged by the hospitality industry.
561 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.

563 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—In respect of a recent media
report ‘Leaked report raises concerns over 457 visa’ by Heath Aston (The Age, 19 October 2014), (a) is he
aware of the Fair Work Ombudsman (FWO) spokesperson’s reply to the media report that matters
concerning unmet sponsorship obligations may be referred by the FWO to his department; if so, have such
matters been referred, and (b) what action will his department take in respect of these migrant worker
program revelations.

14 November 2014
573 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Treasurer—Have any of the 61 recommendations in the Senate Economics
References Committee’s final report ‘The Performance of the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission’ (26 June 2014) been adopted by the Government; if so, which ones, and why; if not, why
not.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 575 to 577)—Is the Minister aware of
the latest Small Area Labour Markets (June Quarter 2014) figures, which show that unemployment in
Melbourne’s inner northern suburbs has been increasing rapidly since the 2013 election of the
Government.

576 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 578 to 582)—

(1)
(2)

(3)

Is the Minister aware that unemployment in the City of Moreland, Melbourne, increased from
6.8 per cent in September 2013 to 8.0 per cent in June 2014.
Is the Minister aware that since the 2013 change of government, unemployment in the City of
Moreland suburb of Coburg, has risen from 8.5 per cent to 10 per cent, and that unemployment in the
City of Moreland suburbs of Brunswick and Fawkner, has also climbed by around 1.5 per cent to be
9 per cent.
What action is the Government taking to reverse the rising trend in unemployment in the City of
Moreland.

580 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
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MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 583 to 587)—

(1)
(2)

(3)

Is the Minister aware that unemployment in the City of Hume, Melbourne, increased from
6.9 per cent in June 2013 to 10 per cent in June 2014.
Is the Minister aware that since the 2013 change of government, unemployment in the City of Hume
suburb of Broadmeadows, has risen from 21.9 per cent to 26.4 per cent, and that unemployment in
the City of Hume suburbs of Campbellfield and Coolaroo, has risen from 18.8 per cent to
22.9 per cent, and that unemployment in the City of Hume suburb of Meadow Heights, has risen
from 18.6 per cent to 22.9 per cent.
What action is the Government taking to reverse the rising trend in unemployment in the City of
Hume.

585 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 588 to 590)—

(1)

(2)

Is the Minister aware that unemployment in Melbourne’s inner north is now higher in some cases
than the unemployment crisis facing Europe, with unemployment as of January 2014 in (a) Greece at
27.2 per cent, and (b) Spain at 24.5 per cent.
Is the Minister aware that as of July 2014, unemployment across the Eurozone was 11.5 per cent.

589 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 591 to 593)—Is the Minister aware that

the communities in the electoral divisions of Wills and Calwell are yet to absorb the full effects of the
hollowing out of the local manufacturing base, as a result of the Government’s decision to abandon
manufacturing, particularly through the closure of Ford Australia’s manufacturing plant in Broadmeadows.

592 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 594 to 596)—

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

Is the Minister aware that according to the 2012 North Melbourne Regional Development Australia
report Manufacturing in Melbourne’s North: Now and into the Future, manufacturing is still the
largest regional employer in Melbourne’s north, employing 53,160 workers across the region,
followed by health/social assistance with 48,791 workers, retail with 42,188 workers and education
with 33,707 workers, totalling 382,967 workers in the region.
Is the Minister aware of modelling by the National Institute of Economic and Industry Research
(NIEIR) contained in the report, that forecast that the closure of the Ford Australia factory would
result in 16,000 jobs being lost throughout Victoria after just one year.
Is the Minister aware that NIEIR forecast that after one year, (a) 600 jobs would be lost in the City of
Moreland, and (b) 1,600 jobs would be lost in the City of Hume.
Is the Minister aware that the most strategically important and largest manufacturing industries in
North Melbourne are (a) automotive (8,696 employees), (b) food (8,514 employees), and
(c) chemicals (6,267 employees).
Is the Minister aware that the latest Census Data shows that 5,911 people who live in the electoral
division of Wills are employed in manufacturing, which accounts for 8 per cent of total employment
locally, and that in the electoral division of Calwell there are 9,185 people employed in
manufacturing, which accounts for 14 per cent of employment locally.
What industry, re-skilling, and job opportunities will the Government invest in to help regenerate the
local economy and job market in Melbourne’s Northern Suburbs.

595 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 597 to 599)—

(1)
(2)

Is Australia now running record high migrant worker programs, including the Skilled Migration
program, growing from 125,755 places in 2011-12 to 128,973 places in 2012-13.
Is it a fact that the Skilled Migration program is now more than five times the size it was in 1995-96
when it had 24,100 workers.

598 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
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MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 600 to 602)—

Is the Minister aware that according to the Department of Immigration and Border Protection’s State
and Territory Migration Summary Report (March 2014), Victoria absorbed the second largest
proportion of 457 visa grants in the first three quarters of 2013-14, with 23 per cent or 17,432 people.
(2) Is it a fact that for the first three quarters in 2012-13, the largest changes for 457 visas amounted to a
38.3 per cent decline (7,999 less people) for Western Australia, and a 30.2 per cent decline for
Queensland (4,978 less people),
(3) Is it a fact that many more migrant workers are coming to Victoria than to the mining states of
Queensland and Western Australia.
601 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 603 to 605)—
(1) Is the Minister aware that the latest Victorian Department of Transport, Planning and Local
Infrastructure Victorian Population Bulletin shows that Victoria grew by a record 106,820 people
between June 2012 and June 2013, which is a 1.9 per cent increase, higher than the 1.8 per cent
national average.
(2) Is the Minister aware that Victoria is absorbing a large proportion, 26.2 per cent, of Australia’s
overall population growth.
(3) Is it a fact that for the year ending 30 June, Australia’s population grew by 407,027, or 1.8 per cent to
23,135,281 people, and Victoria’s population grew by 106,820 people.
(4) Is the Minister aware that Greater Melbourne is absorbing the vast majority, 89.4 per cent, of
Victoria’s population growth.
(5) Is the Minister aware that there are numerous Victorian local government areas that have grown by
more than the 2.2 per cent average, including Melbourne (10.5 per cent/11,029 people), Wyndham
(6 per cent/10,759 people), Whittlesea (5.5 per cent/9,306 people), Cardinia (4.8 per cent/3,877
people), Melton (4.3 per cent/5,028 people), Yarra (3.2 per cent/2,606 people), Maribyrnong
(3.2 per cent/2,436 people), Hume (2.9 per cent/5,229 people), Casey (2.8 per cent/3,877 people),
and Moreland (2.2 per cent/3,372).
(1)

604 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 606 to 608)—Is the Minister aware of

the report by John Masanauskas ‘Unemployment in Melbourne suburbs will be a social disaster, says
researcher’ (Herald Sun, 29 October 2011), that Dr Bob Birrell from the Monash University’s Centre for
Population and Urban Research stated that the unemployment figures were disturbingly being concentrated
in areas where many young people with limited education were looking for work, and having to compete
with very large numbers of temporary migrants; if so, what is the Government doing to address the
integration of young people in such neighbourhoods.
607 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 609 to 611)—
(1) Is the Minister aware of the statement made by Sir Robert Menzies on 2 October 1964 at the opening
of the Chrysler Manufacturing Centre in Tonsley Park, South Australia, where he said that the
manufacturing industry, providing large scale employment, has enabled migration programs to
continue, and in turn, given confidence to other industries that benefit from the higher demand for
goods and services resulting from annual population increases.
(2) Will the Minister consider developing a coordinated strategy (a) to ensure Australia’s migration
program, particularly the Skilled Migration program, does not reduce the opportunities for
Australians to find work in this tough job market, and (b) that helps to regenerate manufacturing and
industry in Australia, particularly in Melbourne’s Northern Suburbs, in order to reduce local
unemployment and improve social cohesion.

610 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 612 to 614)—Will the Minister consider

attending a forum on the issues of economic growth, manufacturing, unemployment and job creation in
2015 should I arrange one; if so, what dates or timeframes would suit.

613 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
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616 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—How many personal staff are currently employed in the
Assistant Treasurer’s office, and (a) what is the classification (under the Members of Parliament (Staff) Act
1984) of each, (b) how many are based in (i) Sydney, (ii) Canberra, or (iii) elsewhere, and (c) on what
date(s) (if any) did these staff travel to Canberra to meet with the former Acting Assistant Treasurer.

617 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—Since 19 March 2014, on what dates did the former
Acting Assistant Treasurer meet with staff in the Assistant Treasurer’s Sydney office.

621 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—Since 19 March 2014, how many departmental
submissions (a) did the former Acting Assistant Treasurer sign, and (b) did staff in the office of the
Assistant Treasurer sign on behalf of the former Acting Assistant Treasurer, and of these, how many were
briefs for (i) decisions, and (ii) information.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 622 to 625)—
(1) Is the Minister aware that young Australian graduates are experiencing unprecedented tough
competition to find work in fields such as accounting.
(2) In an environment of high national unemployment, and shaky business and consumer confidence,
will the Minister consider reviewing the Government’s ‘business as usual’ approach in respect of
Australia’s overseas student and migrant worker programs.

622 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Education and Training.
624 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 626 to 629)—

(1)

(2)

In respect of the Deakin University’s Centre for Research in Educational Futures and Innovation’s
report Australian international graduates and the transition to employment (September 2014), is he
aware that the findings illustrate that (a) the overseas student program needs to be reviewed by the
Australian Government to provide greater opportunity for Australian graduates to find work
domestically, (b) the graduate labour market in Australia in the three disciplines of nursing,
engineering and accounting is very competitive, (c) the proportion of bachelor degree graduates
employed within four months of completing their courses has fallen to 71.3 per cent, the lowest
figure in over 20 years, and what action will the Minister take to address this issue, (d) shortages for
engineers eased significantly in 2012-13 and are now limited to petroleum and mining engineers, and
(e) a slowdown in the mining industry, as well as manufacturing, and subdued activity in
construction, are contributing to a weak labour market.
Does the Minister accept the report’s findings that employment outcomes for graduate engineers
have weakened in recent years with softer market conditions, resulting in graduates competing for
work with experienced engineers, with BHP, Rio Tinto and AECOM cutting their graduate intakes.

626 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Education and Training.
628 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
629 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Education and Training.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 630 to 633)—

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Will the Minister review the 2012-13 Australian Government Review of labour market demand,
which found that there was no shortage of graduate accountants and that graduate employment
outcomes for accounting bachelor degrees have fallen over the past five years.
Is the Minister aware that in 2012, 7,200 domestic students completed a bachelor or higher degree in
accounting, with the Department of Employment declaring that ‘a more than adequate supply of
accountants existed in Australia’.
Is the Minister aware (a) of reports that overall employment of accountants increased by just
1.3 per cent over the five years to May 2014, which was well below the ‘all occupations’ average of
7.4 per cent, and (b) that advertised vacancies for accountancy positions have also fallen since 2008.
Is the Minister aware of the recent media report by Edmund Tadros ‘Accounting bodies do
about-face on jobs for foreign students’ (Australian Financial Review, 29 October 2014), claiming
that the Australian Government says it will review the Skilled Occupations List early next year, and
that based on the Australian Workforce and Productivity Agency’s recommendation, a reduced
ceiling of approximately 5,000 places or 3 per cent of the domestic workforce, has been set for
accountants in 2014-15.
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Is it a fact that the Department of Employment has recommended that accountants be removed from
the Skilled Occupations List, having concluded there is a surplus of accountants and
‘deteriorating outcomes for graduates…relatively low pay rates for bachelor graduates and weak
employment outcomes for masters graduates’; if so, and in light of the evidence from the academic
research, media reporting and professional views, will the Minister consider removing accountants
from the Skilled Occupations List.
In respect of a media report by Edmund Tadros and Agnes King ‘Accounting Bodies do about-face
on jobs for foreign students’ (Australian Financial Review, 12 February 2014), is he aware (a) that in
the past five years, 40,000 migrants have entered the country through accounting skilled stream,
which is significantly higher than the numbers entering with other priority areas, (b) of data provided
in this report that Graduate Careers Australia shows that 80 per cent of domestic accounting
graduates were working full time four months after finishing their courses in 2012, compared with
93 per cent in 2001, (c) that the University of New South Wales (UNSW) had an almost record
enrolment in first year accounting in 2014 with over 1,700 currently enrolled, and (d) that the
UNSW’s record for accounting enrolments was 1,800 in 2010.
Will the Minister acknowledge the suggestions in the Deakin University’s Centre for Research in
Educational Futures and Innovation’s report Australian international graduates and the transition to
employment (September 2014) and media report in part (6), that overseas accounting students are
being lured to study accounting in Australia on the misleading impression that it is easy to find work
experience, work opportunities and permanent residency in Australia.
Is the Minister aware of the findings in Deakin University’s report in part (7), which showed that
international accounting students were a major source of income for Australian Universities, making
up a record 79 per cent of the 17,600 enrolled postgraduate students in 2013, and 55 per cent of the
more than 24,500 enrolled undergraduate students.

630 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Education and Training.
632 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
633 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Education and Training.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 634 to 637)—Is the Minister aware, as

reported by John Masanauskas in ‘Unemployment in Melbourne suburbs will be ‘social disaster’, says
researcher’ (Herald Sun, 29 October 2014), of evidence and reports that local young people, unemployed
and workers would be better off and have a better chance of being trained and getting a job with fewer
overseas migrant workers and students.

636 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 638 to 641)—Is the Minister aware of

the views of Dr Bob Birrell from Monash University’s Centre for Population and Urban Research, as
reported by Edmund Tadros in ‘Accounting bodies do about-face on jobs for foreign students’
(Australian Financial Review, 29 October 2014), that the unemployment figures for Melbourne’s north are
being compounded by the fact that local unemployed people are currently competing with over one million
temporary migrants with working rights visas in Australia, for the same occupations.
640 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 642 to 645)—Will the Government
consider cutting the permanent worker program to previous levels of around 25,000 per annum, in the
context of reducing unacceptably high unemployment figures in Melbourne’s north west.
644 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.

17 November 2014
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 646 to 647)—In respect of the concerns

of Mr Michael O’Connor, National Secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU), about the alleged abuse of 457 visa workers by Samsung C&T Corporation (Construction and
Trading) at the Roy Hill Project in the Pilbara region, Western Australia, are the Ministers aware of (a) my
letter dated 12 November 2014 to the Assistant Minister for Immigration and Border Protection, in which I
made representations on behalf of Mr O’Connor on this matter, and (b) the allegations raised with them by
CFMEU on this matter in March 2014.

646 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
647 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
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MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 648 to 649)—In respect of the concerns

of Mr Michael O’Connor, National Secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU), about the alleged abuse of 457 visa workers by Samsung C&T Corporation (Construction and
Trading) at the Roy Hill Project in the Pilbara region, Western Australia, are the Ministers aware (a) that to
date, the CFMEU has not been informed of any progress or results of the promised investigation by the
Fair Work Ombudsman, despite multiple correspondence to them urging the Government to urgently
investigate these claims, and (b) of the concerns of the CFMEU that this matter will become harder to
investigate given evidence can be lost or forgotten over time, and that it is highly likely that some of the
457 visa workers will be sent home or threatened to secure their silence.
648 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.

649 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 650 to 651)—In respect of the concerns

of Mr Michael O’Connor, National Secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU), about the alleged abuse of 457 visa workers by Samsung C&T Corporation (Construction and
Trading) at the Roy Hill Project in the Pilbara region, Western Australia, are the Ministers aware (a) that in
March 2014, the CFMEU was contacted by a whistle-blower who claimed that there are between 150 to
200 457 visa workers employed by Samsung C&T on the project, about half of whom are Korean
nationals, and (b) that the whistle blower alleges that the 457 visa workers are under the age of 30, (c) that
the whistle-blower claims that the 457 visa workers are being grossly underpaid and made to work
excessive hours, (d) that the whistle-blower reported that the 457 visa workers are working from 7 am to
9 pm every day with only one day off a month, ie, over 84 hours a week, and (e) of claims that the actual
rate of pay for these 457 visa workers is well below the minimum provided for under the Fair Work Act
2009 and the approved 457 visa worker ‘market salary rate’ for equivalent Australian workers, at less than
$16 an hour.
650 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.

651 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 652 to 653)—In respect of the concerns

of Mr Michael O’Connor, National Secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU), about the alleged abuse of 457 visa workers by Samsung C&T Corporation (Construction and
Trading) at the Roy Hill Project in the Pilbara region, Western Australia, are the Ministers aware (a) that
many 457 visa workers on the project are reportedly not working in their nominated occupation, (b) that
reportedly the sponsor Samsung C&T has not been authorised by the Department of Immigration and
Border Protection to employ workers on 457 visas, and has not sought any such authorisation, (c) of claims
that many of the 457 visa workers are suffering extreme stress as a result of the excessive work hours and
onerous employment conditions, and their welfare is being placed at risk, (d) that the whistle blower
reports that many of the Korean 457 visa workers have at best, very poor English language skills, and at
worst, no English at all, (e) of how these workers were made aware of their rights under Australian
workplace and immigration laws, and (f) of reports that the employer intends to nominate, or has already
nominated, many of the 457 visa workers for employer-sponsored permanent residence visas under a visa
program which requires the sponsor to have complied with all relevant Australian immigration and
workplace laws.

652 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
653 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 654 to 655)—In respect of the concerns

of Mr Michael O’Connor, National Secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU), about the alleged abuse of 457 visa workers by Samsung C&T Corporation (Construction and
Trading) at the Roy Hill Project in the Pilbara region, Western Australia, (a) have breaches of Australian
immigration and employment laws and regulations occurred in this case, (b) can the Ministers explain
what labour market testing was undertaken by the employer or the Australian Government, to provide an
opportunity for local Australians to seek employment at the Roy Hill Project, before the 150 to 200 foreign
nationals were brought in as migrant workers, and (c) can the Ministers explain with national
unemployment now at 6.2 per cent, and with some parts of Australia having unemployment higher than in
Spain and Greece, with Broadmeadows, Melbourne, for example, being over 26 per cent, how encouraging
migrant workers to come to Australia assists our local unemployment crisis.

654 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
655 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
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MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 656 to 657)—In respect of the concerns

of Mr Michael O’Connor, National Secretary of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU), about the alleged abuse of 457 visa workers by Samsung C&T Corporation (Construction and
Trading) at the Roy Hill Project in the Pilbara region, Western Australia, will the Ministers urgently
investigate and respond to these concerns and release the investigation and its findings; if so, when.

656 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
657 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.

25 November 2014
667 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of his Parliamentary Secretary’s (the Member for
Kooyong) recent assertion that ‘The operation of a typical outdoor Australian cafe that serves alcohol is
subject to 75 different regulations, 25 at the commonwealth level, 29 at the state level and 21 at the local
level’ (The Australian, 10 October 2014), can he (a) list the regulations, and (b) specify which of these
regulations the Government has so far repealed.

2 December 2014
672 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Further to the answer to
question in writing No. 402 (House Hansard, 20 October 2014, pages 11513-4), what are the details,
including Contract Notice ID numbers, for the (a) fit out, and (b) refurbishment, of his departmental
offices in Adelaide (70 Franklin Street) and Melbourne (215 Spring Street).

3 December 2014
674 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Further to the answer to
question in writing No. 493 (House Hansard, 24 November 2014, page 188), does his department take any
steps to ensure the consent of the birth mother is obtained before a child given Australian citizenship is
permitted to be taken to Australia.
675 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Further to the answer to
question in writing No. 493 (House Hansard, 24 November 2014, page 188), can he confirm that a person
who has multiple child sex convictions is free to enter surrogacy arrangements outside Australia and obtain
Australian citizenship for that child without any character assessment by his department, nor action by his
department to alert child protection authorities in Australia.
676 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Since the re-opening of the
Non-Contributory Parent and Other Family visa subclasses on 25 September 2014, how many places has
the Government allocated to new applications in each subclass for (a) 2014-15, and (b) 2015-16.

4 December 2014
678 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—Has the Government received a business
case for the Cadbury factory upgrade.

680 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Assistant Minister for Education and Training—
(1)

(2)
(3)

Will the Government immediately review the changes to the Community Support Programme,
announced in the 2014-15 budget, which will cut funding to valuable fundamental family day care
services.
Will the Minister acknowledge that family day care services significantly rely on this funding to
provide affordable fees and services to families living in rural and regional Australia.
Will the Minister acknowledge that if the proposed eligibility criterion is enforced there will be
increased fees, with facilities facing closure and in turn, parents not having the capacity to remain in
the workforce and meet the repayments on their home.

681 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Assistant Minister for Education and Training—
Does the Government support the retention of the Universal Access to Early Childhood Education funding
which is relied upon by many kindergartens and is critical to maintaining a quality education program for
children in the year before they start school.
682 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—Will he reinstate the funding for
Youth Connections, which helps young Australians overcome barriers and engage with education, and that
has a success rate of over 80 per cent with participants still either employed or in the education system two
years after completing the program.
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9 February 2015
683 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Communications—Why are no suburbs in the electoral division
of Wills listed in the latest National Broadband Network rollout maps and schedules.
684 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Communications—Why are the suburbs of Coburg, Fawkner,
Glenroy, Hadfield, Oak Park and Pascoe Vale in the electoral division of Wills not listed in the latest
National Broadband Network (NBN) rollout maps and schedules, and when are they expected to be
connected to the NBN and with what technology.

685 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Communications—In respect of his comment on 18 November
2013 at the Commsday Conference: ‘Addressing these underserviced areas first is a key objective of our
NBN policy’, why did he promise before and after the election to connect underserviced suburbs to the
National Broadband Network, but has not yet connected the suburbs of Coburg, Fawkner, Glenroy,
Hadfield, Oak Park and Pascoe Vale in the electoral division of Wills.
686 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Communications—In respect of the comment on 9 April 2013 by
the then Opposition Leader, and now Prime Minister, at the Coalition Policy Launch: ‘Under the Coalition,
by 2016…there will be minimum download speeds of 25 megabits…We will deliver a minimum of
25 megabits…by the end of our first terms’, (a) why did the Liberal Party promise before the election, to
connect underserviced suburbs to a minimum of 25 megabits National Broadband Network (NBN) service,
but has not yet connected the suburbs of Coburg, Fawkner, Glenroy, Hadfield, Oak Park and Pascoe Vale
in the electoral division of Wills, and (b) when should these suburbs expect to receive 25 megabit NBN
services.

687 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Communications—Further to his answers to questions in writing
Nos. 474 to 476 (House Hansard, 24 November 2014, pages 185 to 187) when will all homes in the
suburbs of Brunswick, Gowanbrae and Strathmore Heights in the electoral division of Wills be connected
to the NBN, (b) what technology should these homes expect to receive, and (c) over what period of time
will the ‘build commence’ status of homes in these suburbs change to ‘fully activated’.

688 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, was a (a) discussion paper,
(b) options paper, or (c) list of proposals, provided to stakeholders participating in this consultation
process; if so, will he provide a copy.

689 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, did his office or his department
receive any written submissions from stakeholders participating in consultation on this matter; if so, will
he provide a copy.

690 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, since then, has he consulted with
stakeholders regarding this matter; if so (a) which stakeholders, (b) on what date(s), (c) in what form were
the consultations (ie, in person, in writing, by phone, etc), and if in person, where, and (d) did staff from
his office or staff from his department (i) take file notes during these consultations, and (ii) produce file
notes or summary commentary subsequent to these consultations; if so, will he provide copies.

691 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1)

In respect of my Freedom of Information (FOI) request (2014/15-23), (a) why did his Chief of Staff
(i) accept, in a telephone conversation with his department on 4 November 2014 (see email file note
sent from Catherine Smith to Lauren Johnson and others at 9.09 am on 5 November 2014), transfer
of my request to his office only to order his department not to proceed with the transfer two days
later, and (ii) order his department not to proceed with the transfer, contrary to his obligations under
the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (see email from Di Hallam to his department at 1.25 pm on
6 November 2014), (b) when did he first become aware of the decision not to proceed with the
transfer, and did his Chief of Staff discuss this decision with him first, (c) is he trying to avoid
scrutiny of his claim that the House Hansard for 20 October 2014 was altered without his authority
and knowledge; if so, why, and (d) why did he provide conflicting information to me on the transfer
and attempt to conceal his Chief of Staff’s order not to proceed with the transfer.
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In respect of Senator Heffernan’s remarks that he had ‘just spoken with the minister’s office’
(Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee, Estimates, 20 November
2014, page 81) about my request, (a) does he realise that disclosing personal information to
Senator Heffernan concerning my request may not be consistent with the Privacy Act 1988, and
(b) in processing FOI requests, does he give consideration to the identity of an applicant and/or their
motives; if so, (i) why, and (ii) is he handling my request in the way that he is because I am an
Opposition Shadow Minister.

692 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

How many immigration detention centres does Australia have, and where is each one located.
How many people are currently in (a) each detention centre, and (b) community detention.
Of those currently in a detention centre, what is the (a) longest period, and (b) average length, of time
spent in detention.
What is the total cost per annum of administering the detention centres.
What action is the Government taking to resolve cases of people in detention to have them released
into the community, or returned to their country of origin.

693 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Communications—In respect of the ‘Loon’ Internet technology
currently being trialled in several countries, including New Zealand, (a) has the Government or
NBN Co. Limited investigated the possibility of trialling or adopting this technology for the provision of
broadband Internet or mobile phone service in regional and remote Australia; if not, would the
Government consider this, and (b) would the Government at least consider trialling Loon technology to
provide mobile phone service in North East Victoria, where there are numerous mobile black spots due to
mountainous terrain.

694 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11,
(d) 2011-12, (e) 2012-13, (f) 2013-14, and (g) 1 July 2014 to 1 January 2015, what total (i) number of age
pensions were paid to Australian residents living overseas on a permanent or semi-permanent ongoing
basis; and of these, how many were paid to persons aged 80 or over on 1 January, and (ii) amount was
paid.

695 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

What sum has the Government spent on rail infrastructure since 1 July 2009.
What is the projected expenditure for all rail programs in 2014-15.

697 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of
recommendation 4 of the Report on the Inquiry into Infrastructure Planning and Procurement
Planning Procurement and Funding for Australia’s Future Infrastructure (House of Representatives
Standing Committee on Infrastructure and Communications, December 2014, page 22), (a) what land
corridor planning and acquisitions have the Australian Government or state governments undertaken in
preparation for a high speed rail line between Melbourne and Sydney, and (b) does the Government intend
to make land acquisitions in preparation for a future high speed rail line; if not, why not.
698 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Communications—
(1) When will digital radio be available for residents in the electoral division of Indi.
(2) Are there technical, regulatory, commercial or economic reasons why digital radio is not currently
available to Indi residents; if so, (i) what are the reasons, and (ii) how does the Government intend to
deal with them.
699 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1) In respect of the vacancies on the Australian Multicultural Council (AMC), (a) were they publicly
advertised; if so, (i) when, and (ii) where; if not, why not; (b) how many applications were received,
and (c) did publically-available merits based criteria apply to the selection of appointments; if so,
(i) what were the criteria, and (ii) where are they published; if not, (iii) why not, and (iv) how is this
consistent with the Government’s merits based policy regarding the selection of appointments to
Government bodies.
(2) Were the individuals appointed to the AMC recommended as preferred candidates by (a) the
bureaucracy, or (b) any member of the Government; if so, who.
(3) Have any of the members of the AMC made a donation or raised funds on behalf of any branch of
the Liberal Party, or entity related to Liberal Party fundraising.
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(4)

(5)
(6)

Was any consideration given to the conflict of interest arising from the fact that AMC member,
Mr Vasan Srinivasan, founded the Victorian Multicultural Liberal Business Club; if so, what was the
assessment process and what was the outcome.
Is he aware of the views of the AMC Chair, Dr Sev Ozdowski, on section 18C of the Racial
Discrimination Act 1974; if so, did this influence the decision to appoint Dr Ozdowski to the AMC.
Who made the decision to appoint the successful candidates to the AMC, and was (a) he, and (b) the
Prime Minister, briefed on this decision.

700 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)
(2)
(3)

What are the key performance indicators for, or key outputs expected from, the Australian
Multicultural Council (AMC).
What is the annual base salary or daily sitting fee payable to each member of the AMC.
Are members of the AMC entitled to the use of a COMCAR.

701 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Have the new members of the Australian Multicultural Council (AMC) convened a formal meeting;
if so, will he provide a copy of the minutes.
How many times is the AMC scheduled to meet in the next 18 months, and on what dates.
How many staff in his department are tasked with the functioning of the AMC.

702 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)
(2)

Does the Australian Multicultural Council (AMC) have a travel allowance; if so, what sum is it
worth per financial year, and if it varies according to location, what is the schedule of rates.
If members of the AMC fly at the Commonwealth’s expense, are they entitled to fly in business
class.

703 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Assistant Minister for Defence—For each electoral division as at

704

705

706

707

31 December 2014, and as contained in the final pay figures for the October to December 2014 quarter
within the Defence People Group of the Department of Defence, what was the (a) personnel headcount for
(i) the Navy, (ii) the Army, (iii) the Air Force, (iv) civilians, and (v) Reserves, and (b) number of civilians
(i) on fixed-term contracts, and (ii) employed part-time.
MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Assistant Minister for Defence—In respect of civilian staff in the
Department of Defence (including the Defence Materiel Organisation) as at 31 December 2014, (a) what
was the (i) headcount, and (ii) breakdown of the headcount by Defence Group, and (b) how many were
(i) on fixed term contracts, (ii) part-time, (iii) based in the Australian Capital Territory, and (iv) based
outside the Australian Capital Territory, and where.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Special Minister of State—For each Ministerial office
since 7 September 2013, excluding payments associated with the change of Government, (a) what is the
total cost of separation payments to Ministerial staff, and (b) how many Ministerial staff have (i) resigned,
and (ii) been made redundant.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Special Minister of State—
(1) As a result of changes to the Ministry announced on 21 December 2014, how many Ministerial staff
had their employment terminated, and of those, (a) what is the (i) date of termination for each
employee, and (ii) total cost of separation payments (as a lump sum), and (b) how many were
subsequently re-employed.
(2) Of those subsequently re-employed, what was the commencement date of re-employment for each
employee.
(3) If the date of termination for any staff member falls outside of the normal notice period for Members
of Parliament (Staff) employees, what is the (i) reason for this extension, and (ii) total cost for all
such extensions.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1) Is he aware of statistics concerning migration to Australia released by the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development in December 2014, and reported by Sarah Whyte in ‘Indian citizens
head immigration queue for Australia’ (The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 December 2014).
(2) Is it a fact that 62,700 people whose temporary visas had expired or been cancelled are living
illegally in Australia; if not, what is the correct figure.
(3) Does his department have sufficient resources to locate and deport visa over-stayers; if so, what
action is it taking to do so.
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Is he aware that in October 2014 the Fair Work Ombudsman estimated that over 20,000 workers in
Australia on a 457 visa had ‘gone missing’; if so, what action has his department taken to locate
these missing temporary entrants, and what success has it had.

10 February 2015
708 MS OWENS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What are the names of the organisations in the

709

710

711

712

electoral division of Parramatta that have been successful in receiving grants this Parliament, and of these,
(a) what is the total sum of (i) all grants, and (ii) each individual grant, (b) what is the purpose for which
each grant was awarded, (c) on what date was each grant awarded, (d) which grants have led to funding
agreements, and (e) for which grants have payments been received.
MS OWENS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—How many grant applications has his department
received from organisations in the electoral division of Parramatta this Parliament that have been denied or
not yet approved, and of these (a) what are the names of the organisations that applied, (b) what sum is
each grant application, and (c) what is the purpose for which each grant was sought.
MS OWENS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What are the names of the organisations in the
electoral division of Parramatta that were awarded grants by the Department of Families, Housing,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs in the 43rd Parliament, and of these, (a) what was the purpose
for which each grant was awarded, (b) what was the total sum of each grant, and (c) on what date was each
grant awarded.
MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the raid on the Serana (WA)
Pty Ltd premises on 11 December 2013, (a) how many officers attended the raid, (b) how many officers
were sent to Western Australia from other states for the raid, and (c) how many Western Australian based
officers attended the raid.
MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the investigation into Serana (WA)
Pty Ltd (Serana), (a) on what date did the investigation, which resulted in the raid on the Serana premises
on 11 December 2013, commence, and (b) how many return flights from the eastern states to
Western Australia were made over the course of the investigation.

713 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Is the investigation into Serana (WA) Pty Ltd
ongoing given the company is no longer operating.

11 February 2015
714 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of his answer to question in writing
No. 492 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, pages 165-6), (a) why did it take two months to test the
labelled and unlabelled serum to determine its provenance, and (b) given his department’s concern that the
serum was likely to pose a threat to Australia’s biosecurity, why was independent verification of the
provenance not a priority.

715 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of his answer to question in writing
No. 497 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, page 166) in which it was said that Mr Andrew Baxter was a
Regional Investigations Manager within the Central East Region, (a) why was he given responsibility for
an investigation into a Western Australian company operating in Western Australia, (b) prior to launching
the raid on Serana (WA) Pty Ltd on 11 December 2014, what discussion did Mr Baxter have with Western
Australian officers who had recently completed a successful audit at the Bunbury laboratory, and (c) why
were officers flown over from the eastern states to undertake the raid, rather than using local officers.
716 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of his answer to question in writing
No. 499 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, pages 166-7) highlighting that parts (1) and (2) of that
question sought information about knowledge of his Ministerial office, not knowledge of his department,
(a) how many representations have been made to his office regarding the handling of the Serana (WA) Pty
Ltd investigation by his department, and (b) on what date was the first representation made to his office.
717 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1) What infrastructure proposals were evaluated by Infrastructure Australia in the December 2014
quarter.
(2) For each proposal evaluated in the December 2014 quarter, (a) what is its name, (b) is it for a
transport, energy, water or communications project, (c) is it classified as ‘investment in, or
enhancement to, nationally significant infrastructure’, (d) to what states and/or territories does it
relate, (e) which state or territory government lodged it; if neither, who lodged it, (f) what is its
capital value, (g) what sum of Commonwealth funding is sought, and (h) is there an Infrastructure
Australia assessed benefit-cost ratio; if so, what is it.
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(3)

Why has a summary of each infrastructure proposal evaluated by Infrastructure Australia in the
December 2014 quarter not been published on the Infrastructure Australia website, as required by
section 5A(4) of the Infrastructure Australia Act 2008.
718 MR BOWEN: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the Prime Minister’s Business Advisory Council,
established on 4 December 2013, (a) on what dates has it met, (b) in which cities has it met, (c) which
members were in attendance at each meeting, (d) at which of these meetings, if any, (i) was he in
attendance (in person), and (ii) were other Ministers in attendance, (e) what sum has been spent on
establishing and running the Council, and (f) how many formal reports has it produced.
719 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of his announcement at Adelaide-based
shipbuilders ASC in Adelaide on 10 February 2015, did he, any Federal Members or Senators, or any other
person travel from Canberra to Adelaide by Special Purpose Aircraft; if so, (a) who, and (b) what was the
total cost of the travel for him and any other persons who accompanied him on the return trip.

12 February 2015
720 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Defence—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Which Members and Senators accompanied him to South Australia for the announcement regarding
submarines on 10 February 2015.
Were any Members and Senators (including himself) accompanied by staff members; if so, how
many.
What was the total cost of travel between Canberra and South Australia for all Members and
Senators (including himself) and staff.
Did any of these Members and Senators (including himself) or staff travel business class; if so, how
many.
What was the cost of Comcars for all travel to and from South Australia for this event, including
Comcars taken to and from the (a) airport, and (b) announcement.
Did any of these Members and Senators (including himself) or staff claim travel allowance during
their travel for this announcement; if so, (a) who, and (b) what total sum.
Were any Cabcharge cards used by any Members or Senators (including himself) or staff throughout
the duration of travel for this announcement; if so, (a) for what trips, and (b) at what total sum.
Were any other minor travel expenses claimed by any Members or Senators (including himself) or
staff throughout the duration of travel for this announcement; if so, (a) for what expenses, and (b) at
what total sum.

23 February 2015
721 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Defence—Has the Japanese Government expressed any reluctance or
concern in participating in an open tender or competitive evaluation process for the Future Submarine
project.
722 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Has Mr Philip Moss concluded
his inquiry into child abuse at the Nauru detention centre; if so, when will his report be made public.

723 MS HALL: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)
(2)

Is the Government monitoring the seismic testing that is taking place on the coast of the electoral
division of Shortland as a precursor to coal seam gas extraction.
Is a study being undertaken by the Government on the impact of seismic testing on fish, sea grass
and other marine life; if so, could he release the results; if not, why not.

724 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the Government’s announcement on
11 February 2015 that the screening threshold for foreign land will be reduced, will this measure apply
equally to purchases from countries that have a free trade agreement with Australia.

725 MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer—Further to his answer to question in writing No. 419 (House
Hansard, 9 February 2015, page 161), what organisation received the grant, and for what purpose.

24 February 2015
726 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—For what purpose did his
department sign contract CN2857782 with Woolcott Research for $28,380.
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25 February 2015
727 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—Given the increasing body of research that
indicates the critical role played by dingoes in supressing feral cats and foxes, can he indicate when he will
list (a) the dingo as a threatened species, or (b) critical populations/habitats of dingoes, and/or (c) develop
a national dingo conservation strategy, to help protect this Australian predator and mitigate threatening
processes.

728 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—Given the listing under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 of ‘Land Clearance’ as a key threatening process, can
he indicate when he will move to list under the Act, recognised endemic Threatened Ecological
Communities currently listed under New South Wales (NSW) law, thereby conveying Commonwealth
protection given the NSW Government plans to seriously weaken vegetation clearance laws in that state.

729 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Can he explain why I have not received replies to
two letters I have written to his department, one dated 8 August 2014 seeking progress on the investigation
into the actions of departmental officers and employees of Wellard Rural Exports Pty Ltd in respect of its
handling of a shipment of Australian sheep to Pakistan, and another dated 6 January 2015 asking if charges
in respect of this matter will be laid.

26 February 2015
730 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—Since August 2013, what
proportion (as a percentage) of general practitioner services in the electoral division of Brand were bulk
billed each quarter.

731 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Health—Since August 2013, how many prescriptions in the electoral
division of Brand were subsidised each quarter under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme for (a)
concessional patients, and (b) non-concessional or general patients.

732 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—What number of university applicants were
from the electoral division of Brand in the calendar years (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015.

733 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Communications—For the electoral division Brand, can he provide
(a) a list of the suburbs/towns/developments which have access to the National Broadband Network
(NBN), (b) the number of premises which have access to the NBN, broken down by access technology,
(c) the number of active users on the NBN, broken down by access technology, and (d) the Access Virtual
Circuit profile of active users connected to the fibre network.

734 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Small Business—
(1)
(2)

Between 1 July 2012 and 31 December 2013, how many people in the electoral division of Brand
claimed the instant asset write-off of up to $6,500 for small businesses.
In that period, what was the dollar benefit to those small businesses.

735 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment—Since August 2012, what was
the rate of unemployment by quarter in the electoral division of Brand for the (a) 15 to 24, and (b) 15 to
19, year old age groups.

736 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What is the Government doing to minimise the
impact of its changes to the Age Pension in 2014-15, on the 21,300 pensioners in the electoral division of
Brand.

737 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—What is the breakdown of the $171.5 million import
clearance in Figure 2 on page 12 of his department’s 2013-14 annual report.

738 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Are there any foreign certification or inspection
arrangements other than, and similar to, the foreign government certification arrangements with Thailand,
France and Canada; if so, what are they.

739 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—What proportion (as a percentage) of all food imports
are (a) inspected, and (b) tested.

740 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Government’s budgetary cuts to
funding for community based and youth programs, (a) how many organisations providing these services in
the electoral division of Richmond will have their funding cut, (b) what are the names of these
organisations, (c) what programs will be reduced or cut because of these funding cuts, and (d) what total
sum of funding will be cut.

741 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Government’s budgetary cuts to
funding for community based and youth programs, (a) can he outline the exact funding cuts to programs
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delivered by the (i) Byron Youth Service, and (ii) Byron Community Centre, and (b) how will these
services now be provided.

742 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Indigenous Affairs—In respect of the
Government’s $534.4 million cut to the Indigenous Affairs portfolio as outlined in the 2014-15 budget,
(a) what (i) are the names, and (ii) is the total number, of local organisations within the electoral division
of Richmond that are adversely affected, and (b) how will these services now be provided.

743 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Government’s budgetary cuts to
funding for community based and youth programs, (a) can he outline the exact funding cuts to programs
delivered by the Family Centre in Tweed Heads, and (b) how will these services now be provided.

D. R. ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

