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QUESTIONS IN WRITING
On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered
questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper.

18 November 2013
3 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Communications—
(1) What is the contractual status of the National Broadband Network construction in (a) Ashfield,
(b) Bassendean, (c) Beechboro, (d) Eden Hill, (e) Kiara, (f) Lockridge, and (g) Morley, and does this
status reflect the construction rollout plan published by NBN Co. Limited in April 2013.
(2) What information does NBN Co. Limited or any Government agency under the Minister’s direction
have regarding the condition of the copper wire network in (a) Ashfield, (b) Bassendean,
(c) Bayswater, (d) Bedford, (e) Beechboro, (f) Dianella, (g) East Perth, (h) Eden Hill, (i) Embleton,
(j) Highgate, (k) Inglewood, (l) Kiara, (m) Lockridge, (n) Maylands, (o) Morley, (p) Mt Lawley,
(q) Noranda, (r) North Perth, (s) Northbridge, (t) Perth, and (u) West Perth.

21 November 2013
4 MR BROUGH: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—In respect of HMAS Hobart,
(a) is it still scheduled to be delivered in 2016, (b) what processes exist to routinely monitor the progress of
the different aspects of the building process, and since 1 November 2011, (i) how many times has this
process triggered alerts for unsatisfactory progress, (ii) in what specific areas were these deficiencies, and
(iii) how were they corrected, and (c) have detailed plans for ‘test and evaluation’ and ‘introduction into
service’ been developed, and will tests such as missile firings be conducted prior to ship delivery and
acceptance.

2 December 2013
5 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of Australia’s use of its position on
the United Nations Security Council, how is Australia (a) advocating for human rights protections in
Afghanistan, (b) seeking to protect the rights of Afghan women and helping to secure their full
participation politically as well as in peace talks, (c) promoting human rights and the rule of law among
Afghan authorities, (d) championing the Women Peace and Security Agenda outlined in Resolution 1325,
and (e) promoting the protection of human rights.
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3 December 2013
6 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of foreign investors in property being restricted to
purchasing ‘greenfields’ residential homes, (a) what monitoring and enforcement of this restriction occurs,
and (b) is it appropriate for Australian residents to transfer property titles to family or friends who are not
Australian residents or citizens; if so, why.

7 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—Are students who are non-Australian citizens, and other temporary
residents, permitted to buy Australian properties whilst in Australia, if so, are they required to sell them
when they return to their countries of origin, if so, how is this monitored and enforced.
8 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Which programs will be cut or affected under
the proposed reduction to the aid budget of over 11 per cent.

9 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—What action is the Government taking to combat multinational tax
avoidance and secure sustainable tax revenues for (a) Australia, and (b) developing countries.

10 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Health—Will the Government consider the proposal of the
Diabetes Amputation and Hospitalisation Reduction Program to fund an extra 1.3 million podiatry
consultations and 56,000 pressure offloading devices under the Medicare Benefits Schedule; if not, why
not.

11 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the proposed changes to
Afghanistan’s Penal Code to reintroduce punishments like stoning for adultery, (a) what diplomatic action
will the Australian Government take to express opposition to the proposal, and (b) is the Australian
Government aware of the perception that this proposal undermines Australia’s heavy military and financial
investment in Afghanistan since 2001, to fight extremism.

12 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) In respect of a recent Federal Court hearing (Animals’ Angels e.V. v Secretary of Department of
Agriculture) concerning a live export voyage which occurred in 2008, is he able to confirm that the
court heard that (a) his department was allegedly aware of evidence that there had been overstocking
of animals on the voyage, and that a representative of the exporter concerned, International Livestock
Export Pty Ltd, was said to have told the onboard vet that overstocking of animals was a regular
practice in the live export industry; and (b) an investigator from his department had allegedly heard
from two highly experienced live export onboard vets, Dr Lyn Simpson and Dr Mike McCarthy, that
overstocking was routine during live export.
(2) What action has been taken by his department against the exporter concerned, or any other exporter
who has been proven to have overstocked live export ships.

13 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Can he indicate the Government’s position on
overstocking in terms of animal welfare, particularly where there is the potential for heat stress or heat
stroke, as often occurs on voyages to the Middle East, and what investigations has his department
conducted to establish the extent of overstocking of live export ships by exporters.

14 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Can he (a) indicate the progress on investigations
into the recent allegations of cruelty to Australian (i) sheep in Jordan during the Festival of Sacrifice, and
(ii) cattle in Mauritius; (b) explain how such cruelty could have occurred; and (c) detail the action he is
taking to prevent such acts of cruelty in the future.

15 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Health—What action has been taken by the Therapeutic
Goods Administration to review the listing of Atomoxetine hydrochloride on the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme since its statement on 1 October 2013 regarding the serious adverse events associated with use of
the drug by children and adolescents.

4 December 2013
16 MS RISHWORTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Has he or his Assistant Minister met with Health
Workforce Australia; if so, on (a) how many occasions, and (b) what dates.

17 MS RISHWORTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Has his department or Health Workforce Australia
undertaken any analysis on how the freeze on uncommitted funds is affecting programs that support
universities and health services to provide clinical training; if so, will he reveal the results.

18 MS RISHWORTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Has his department undertaken any (a) work into
increasing the Practice Incentive Program for teaching from $100 to $200; and (b) analysis on an increase,
if so, will he reveal the results.
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19 MS RISHWORTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Has his department undertaken any (a) work on
implementing a new program for general practitioner practices to expand their facilities; and (b) analysis
into the need for the expansion of general practitioner practices, if so, will he reveal the results.

20 MS RISHWORTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Has his department undertaken any new work into the
coordination of intern positions with the states and territories since 7 September 2013.

5 December 2013
21 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—What are the ‘additional conditions’ applied by his
department to exports of slaughter sheep to Jordan and Kuwait that he said (in his letter to me dated
25 November 2013) would strengthen exporter supply chains.

9 December 2013
22 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for Industry—By what date will he release the final report of the 2012
Pharmaceutical Patents Review, and is he considering the draft recommendations released in April 2013.

10 December 2013
23 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Communications—What National Broadband Network
upgrade works have taken place at the Bassendean Telstra Exchange, on what date(s) were these works
undertaken, and at what total cost.

12 December 2013
24 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the proposal to lower the import threshold on GST,
(a) did he present a Treasury analysis of options on this to the meeting with his state and territory
counterparts on 27 November 2013; (b) what is the next step in terms of decision making on this issue;
(c) by what date are his state and territory counterparts expected to provide feedback or make a decision on
this issue, and (d) will he release to the public the Treasury analysis on this issue, if so, by what date, if
not, why not.
25 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of his decision of 29 November 2013 to decline Archer
Daniel Midland’s proposed acquisition of GrainCorp, (a) how would allowing this acquisition to proceed
manifest itself in terms of ‘undermining public support for the foreign investment regime’; (b) did he mean
in his statement in part (a), that the key to blocking significant foreign investment proposals is to mount a
broad-based community campaign against them, if not, what did he mean; (c) can he indicate what
additional information he requested from the Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) or requested the
FIRB to consider; and (d) has he since amended the guidelines for the FIRB in terms of its future
consideration of foreign investment proposals, if not, why not, if so, by what date will he make the
guidelines publicly available.

26 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—Since 7 September 2013, what total number of applications to the
Foreign Investment Review Board have been (a) received, (b) approved, or (c) rejected; and how many of
these has he personally considered and either approved, or rejected.

27 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—Why has the Government not released the new foreign investment
policy it committed to prior to the election.

28 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—Have any changes been made (by the Government) to the policy or
guidelines governing both the Foreign Investment Review Board’s and the Government’s consideration of
foreign investment proposals, if so, have these changes been made public, if not, why not.

29 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—On what date will the Government commence with the register of
foreign investment in rural land.

30 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) As of 12 December 2013, what scrutiny is the Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) currently
applying to foreign investments relating to agricultural land between the monetary thresholds of
$15 million to $248 million.
(2) Since 7 September 2013, how many FIRB applications relating to (a) agricultural land and falling
within the thresholds in part (1), have been (i) approved, or (ii) rejected; and (b) the acquisition of
rural land for either mining use (including coal seam gas extraction) or residential/commercial
subdivision, have been approved.
31 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—As at (a) 7 September 2013, and (b) 12 December 2013, how many
Treasury officials worked in the Foreign Investment Review Board branch, by classification.
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32 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of reported comments on the future of Qantas made by him
at the Australia New Zealand Leadership Forum on 27 November 2013, (a) did he or his office give any
advanced notice to anyone, including (i) the event organiser, (ii) media outlets or (iii) business
stakeholders, that he would be making comments at the forum lunch about the future of Qantas, and
(b) can he indicate the Government’s policy options that could be used as a framework for a ‘national
debate’ on the future of Qantas, as called for by him on 28 November 2013, and will he release a formal
consultation paper outlining these options, if so , by what date, if not, why not.

33 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the Government’s decision to give the Reserve Bank of
Australia (RBA) a grant of $8.8 billion, (a) can he say whether or not it is the Government’s intention to
offset this expenditure in 2013-14, (b) if this expenditure is not offset in 2013-14, by what sum will it
increase the interest repayments on Australia’s budget deficit in the forward estimates, and (c) has the
RBA yet received the grant, if not, (i) why not, (ii) in which financial year will the necessary appropriation
bills be introduced, and (iii) by what date will the RBA receive the grant.

34 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) Since 7 September 2013, how many times and on what dates has he met with the Governor of the
Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA).
(2) On what date did he meet with both the Governor of the RBA and the Secretary of the Treasury to
discuss, amongst other things, the RBA Reserve Fund.
(3) Is it a fact that he asked the Governor of the RBA and the Secretary of the Treasury how he might go
about replenishing the Reserve Fund, and can he indicate whether or not the Governor of the RBA’s
letter to him, dated 13 October 2013, followed on from this conversation.

35 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—What is the Government’s (a) budget rules, and (b) medium-term
fiscal strategy.

36 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the Government’s announcement on 6 November 2013
concerning tax changes, including the 64 tax measures requiring further consultation whereby it was said
that the Assistant Treasurer would consult with tax experts and the Board of Taxation before the Mid-year
Economic and Fiscal Outlook, (a) what are the names of the (i) tax experts, and (ii) organisations, who
have been consulted, and (b) were formal submissions provided by tax experts or other stakeholders as part
of this consultation process; if so, will they be made public, if not, why not.

37 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) Does a discussion paper exist, or has there been a consultation process, on proposed changes to the
Future of Financial Advice Reform Package (FOFA).
(2) What election commitments did the Government make on implementing changes to the FOFA.
(3) Will the Government consider ruling out changes to the reformed remuneration practices and the
requirement that advice is provided in the best interests of the consumer, if not, why not.

38 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—As at 12 December 2013, how many Treasury officials, including
those on leave, worked in the Office of the Treasurer, by classification.
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