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QUESTIONS IN WRITING
On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered
questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper.

11 May 2011
361 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—In respect of the investigation being undertaken by the
Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) into the collapse of Trio Capital Ltd and the
APP growth fund, did investors act on advice from licensed financial advisors; if so, can he indicate (a) the
actions ASIC has taken against such advisors, (b) whether these advisors had professional indemnity
insurance (as required under s 912B of the Corporations Act 2001), and if they did not, why not,
(c) whether ASIC is taking action against advisors with a view to recovery against their professional
indemnity insurance, (d) what action can be taken against any advisors who acted without such insurance,
but before the legal requirement to have this insurance was imposed, and (e) what proportion of lost assets
resulted from advisors or Trio Capital Ltd behaving fraudulently, versus negligently.

362 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—–In respect of the investigation being undertaken by the
Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) into the collapse of Trio Capital Ltd and the
APP growth fund, specifically in relation to investments by self managed superannuation funds, did Trio
Capital Ltd have professional indemnity insurance (as required under s 912B of the Corporations Act
2001); if not, why not, and what action can be taken against Trio Capital Ltd for any conduct dated
(a) before, and (b) after, the legal requirement to have professional indemnity insurance was imposed; if
so, is ASIC taking action against Trio Capital Ltd with a view to recovery against its professional
indemnity insurance.

363 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—–In respect of the consultation paper Review of
compensation arrangements for consumers of financial services: future of financial advice (Richard St.
John, April 2011), (a) why does the paper provide little discussion or analysis as to why the Australian
Prudential Regulation Authority-regulated superannuation funds are subject to a statutory compensation
scheme (provided under Part 23 of the Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Act 1993) yet self managed
superannuation funds are not, and (b) will he consider seeking advice and publishing a consultation paper
on this important and topical issue, particularly in light of the collapse of Trio Capital Ltd resulting in
many investors in self managed superannuation funds losing substantial superannuation savings; if not,
why not.
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7 February 2012
826 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—What is the estimated (a) number of mobile communication towers that will need to be
built as part of the rollout of NBN Co. Limited’s wireless network, and (b) the likely building schedule of
the towers in part (a).

16 February 2012
MR FLETCHER: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 839 - 840)—What work has the

Government undertaken or commissioned into the financial challenges facing local government in
Australia, and can the Minister indicate the extent to which the Government has given consideration to the
creation of a municipal bond market in Australia.
839 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Treasurer.

22 March 2012
955 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—
(1) In (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), what was the total quarterly number and average quarterly daily
number of departures from Sydney Kingsford Smith airport between 6 and 7 a.m.
(2) In (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), what was the quarterly average by percentage of the days that
runway modes of operation at Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport were employed during the morning
curfew shoulder period 5 to 6 a.m.
(3) In (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), (a) what runway modes of operation at Sydney Kingsford Smith
Airport were employed between (i) 6 and 6.15 a.m., and (ii) 6 and 7 a.m. following the curfew
shoulder period, (b) what number of movements occurred, and (c) what proportion (as a percentage)
of movements occurred per mode.
(4) By quarter in (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), on how many occasions have the runway modes of
operation at Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport changed between the changeover from curfew shoulder
period to the commencement of non curfew operations at 6 a.m.
(5) In (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), what was the average duration (in hours) of each runway mode of
operation at Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport at 6 a.m. for the balance of the day, and how long (in
minutes) does it take to move operations from one mode to another.
(6) By quarter in (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), how many flights departed from Sydney Kingsford
Smith Airport before 6 a.m., and in what cardinal direction did these flights depart.
(7) In (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), by quarterly daily average and quarterly total, what number of
departures from Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport occurred in 15 minute intervals between 6 and
7 a.m. (ie, 6 to 6.15 a.m., 6.15 to 6.30 a.m., 6.30 to 6.45 a.m., and 6.45 to 7 a.m.) by cardinal
direction of take-off and runway used.
(8) In (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), by quarterly daily average and quarterly total, what number of
arrivals at Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport occurred in 15 minute intervals between 5.45 and
6.30 a.m. (ie, 5.45 to 6 a.m., 6 to 6.15 a.m., 6.15 to 6.30 a.m.) by cardinal direction of take-off and
runway used.
(9) By quarter in (a) 2011, and (b) 2012 (to date), what (a) was the usage of each runway mode of
operation by (i) empirical number of flights, and (ii) proportion (as a percentage), and (b) number of
runway mode changes were executed each day.

8 May 2012
1001 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—Using appropriate data compiled
by Airservices Australia, how have aircraft movements into and out of Sydney Airport, and flying over the
electoral division of Bradfield, varied month to month from1 August 2011 to 30 April 2012 (inclusive).

9 May 2012
1005 MR ENTSCH: To ask the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation—In respect of my
correspondence dated 19 March 2012, to the then Minister Assisting on Deregulation and Public Sector
Superannuation, on behalf of two constituents in the electoral division of Leichardt, (a) what are the
requirements for early release of superannuation to cover medical expenses incurred as part of a family
member’s medical treatment, and (b) are there anomalies in the legislation that would prevent early release
of superannuation in this circumstance.
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29 May 2012
1034 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—In (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11, and
(d) 2011-12, how many Australian Customs and Border Protection Service officers have been found to
have links to (i) ‘Middle Eastern’ crime gangs, and (b) outlaw motorcycle gangs.

18 June 2012
1054 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation—In respect of all bills
introduced by Ministers within the Treasury portfolio since the election in 2007, can he itemise each
provision in the bills that provides for a strict liability offence.

21 June 2012
1113 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation—What is the
Government’s response to the recommendations contained within the Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Corporations and Financial Services Inquiry into the collapse of Trio Capital (16 May 2012), with
particular reference to recommendation 1.

28 June 2012
1119 MS O'DWYER: To ask the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation—In respect of the decision
made by the Australian Taxation Office regarding the Excess Contributions Tax ruling against Mr Neville
Kleinert of Ormond, will he review the decision made by the Australian Taxation Office, or instruct the
Australian Taxation Office, to review the decision; if not, why not.

15 August 2012
1136 MR CHRISTENSEN: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—In respect of the Mackay regional office of
the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, (a) how many positions are becoming redundant;
and (b) since 24 November 2007, what number of seizures have been performed for prohibited, restricted
or regulated goods including (a) illicit drugs and precursors, (b) illegal movement of money, (c) goods of
consumer safety concern, (d) objectionable material, and (e) firearms.

10 September 2012
1206 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Scottsdale were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.

1207 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Midway Point were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.

1208 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Smithton were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.
1209 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Brunswick were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.

1210 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Townsville were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.

1211 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Kiama were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.

1212 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Armidale were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.
1213 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—How many premises of the first release site for the National Broadband Network for
the area of Willunga were connected (a) overhead, and (b) underground.
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1220 MR ROBB: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) In respect of the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA), what is current policy on
directors of superannuation entities who hold multiple directorships of superannuation funds.
(2) By industry segment, how many superannuation fund directors exist who currently sit on multiple
superannuation fund boards.
(3) What rules exist to ensure that conflicts of interest are avoided and/or appropriately managed.
(4) Has the APRA counselled any superannuation funds against appointing directors who might already
have directorships on other superannuation funds.
(5) How does the APRA (a) regulate superannuation funds that hold substantial downstream investments
directly, as opposed to investing in listed entities, and (b) appoint directors and persons from related
party entities to sit on boards and/or become senior managers that manage these downstream entities.
(6) Would the APRA consider subjecting boards of non-listed downstream investments to full disclosure
of remuneration, related party transactions and conflicts of interest as per the provisions which are
applicable to listed companies, and has it conducted any discussions with the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission and/or Government on this matter; if so, can he reveal the outcome.
(7) What actions does the APRA take when it observes unresolved conflicts of interest.
(8) What test does the APRA use in making a decision on the efficacy of related party investments by
superannuation funds.
(9) Since 24 November 2007, on how many occasions has the APRA made recommendations and/or
issued directives that funds either sell downstream direct investments and/or appoint independent
directors to sit on the board for these entities.

1221 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation—In respect of his
announcement in 2011 to award compensation under Part 23 of the Superannuation Industry (Supervision)
Act 1993 to some investors who lost money in the collapse of Trio Capital Limited, (a) why did he award
compensation of 100 cents in the dollar, and (b) between 24 November 2007 and his announcement, how
many other decisions were made to award compensation under this provision, and what proportion of the
loss was paid each time.

18 September 2012
1230 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—
(1) In (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11, (d) 2011-12, and (e) 2012-13 (to date), how many
(a) freight forwarders, and (b) customs brokers, working at or associated with Port Botany have been
(i) charged, (ii) prosecuted and (iii) convicted, for assisting criminal syndicates, and of those
convicted, what sentences were handed down.
(2) What measures has he announced to specifically prevent criminality in (a) freight forwarders, and
(b) customs brokers.
(3) Since 1 July 2008, have any (a) freight forwarders, or (b) customs brokers, been implicated or
charged with any offence involving members of Commonwealth law enforcement or regulatory
bodies, including the Australian Federal Police and Australian Customs and Border Protection
Service.
(4) What new powers is he implementing to address potential vulnerabilities in (a) freight forwarders,
and (b) customs brokers, exploiting the maritime and airport freight terminal environments for
criminal means.

1232 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—
(1) Is it a fact that Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS) investigators have to
sign-in to access facilities at Port Botany; if so, (a) what is the exact sign-in process, (b) who has
access to the sign-in logs, and (c) do workers who are members of the Maritime Union of Australia
(MUA) have access to these logs.
(2) Is it a fact that ACBPS investigators, upon visiting the facilities at Port Botany, are required to be
escorted onsite; if so, (a) who provides the escorts, (b) are they members of the MUA, and (c) have
escorts ever been provided by persons other than members of the MUA, if so, on what date did this
last occur.
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1233 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—
(1) Has he or the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS) moved to reform policies
on family members working on the same shifts inside Port Botany or the Sydney Airport cargo
terminal.
(2) How many times has the ACBPS (a) raised concerns, or (b) proposed reforms, to him or his office,
concerning the introduction of a licensing scheme for freight forwarders.

1234 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—Has he introduced new security regulations for
depots and warehouses falling under Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS)
regulation, and have fit and proper person requirements been extended to cover ACBPS regulated depots
and warehouses.

1235 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—
(1) In (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11, (d) 2011-12, and (e) 2012-13 (to date), how many
(i) instances of bribes have been recorded by Australian Customs and Border Protection Service
(ACBPS) personnel, and (ii) ACBPS staff have been charged for accepting bribes.
(2) What legislative or regulatory changes did he or the ACBPS implement to address vulnerabilities
raised in the Australia Crime Commission’s three year intelligence investigation: Crime in the
Transport Sector.
(3) In (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11, (d) 2011-12, and (e) 2012-13 (to date), how many instances
of container re-birthing were identified by the ACBPS, and how many of these instances have
resulted in (a) prosecutions, and (b) convictions.
(4) Is his office, the Australian Federal Police, or the ACBPS aware that members of the ‘Bra Boys’
criminal gang are alleged to be working at both Port Botany and Sydney Airport’s freight terminal; if
so, (a) on what date was he, or the ACBPS made aware, and (b) how many workers at Port Botany
and Sydney Airport (i) are known or suspected of being members or associates of the ‘Bra Boys’
criminal gang, and (ii) who have been charged of criminal offences related to their work, have been
identified as or are suspected affiliates of the ‘Bra Boys’.

1236 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—
(1) On what date did the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (ACBPS) first become aware
that the Integrated Cargo System (ICS) was being used to provide information for criminal purposes
or for criminal groups.
(2) On what date were concerns about the potential vulnerabilities in the ICS, which could lead to
criminal exploitation of the maritime environment, first raised inside the ACBPS, and when was he
first made aware of these vulnerabilities.
(3) On what date was the ACBPS first made aware that visual monitoring of the Container Examination
Facility at Port Botany was a potential risk to the integrity of the law enforcement process at
Port Botany, and what action was taken to address this risk.
(4) How many CCTV cameras at Port Botany are operated and/or monitored by ACBPS personnel, are
these cameras sufficient to identify and prevent criminal activity at the Port, and have any concerns
been raised by the ACBPS about these cameras being inadequate.
(5) How many more CCTV cameras will be operated by ACBPS personnel at Port Botany in
(a) 2012-13, (b) 2013-14, (c) 2014-15, and (d) 2015-16.

1237 MR MORRISON: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—
(1) What number of staff were employed by the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service’s
(ACBPS’s) Waterfront Operations Unit during (a) 2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2008-09, (d) 2009-10,
(e) 2010-11, and (f) 2011-12.
(2) How many patrol hours were conducted by ACBPS staff, including the Waterfront Investigations
Unit and the Investigations Unit, in (a) 2008-09, (b) 2009-10, (c) 2010-11, and (d) 2011-12.
(3) How many hours per day do ACBPS’s Waterfront Operations Unit members operate, and do these
members currently conduct patrols strictly within the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; if so, when was this
range of patrol hours instituted.
(4) Has he raised any concerns or formal proposals with his ministerial colleagues, or with the ACBPS,
to address Operation Polaris’ intelligence update of 20 February 2012 that reported that many
employees on Port Botany are family or have long term links to other employees.
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26 November 2012
1295 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—What action is the Government taking to facilitate the development of an SMS text
based 000 emergency service for the benefit of the deaf, hearing and/or speech impaired community in
Australia.

1297 MR HARTSUYKER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and
the Digital Economy—In respect of the Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme, (a) how many handsets were
subsidised under the scheme in the (i) 2009-10 financial year, (ii) 2010-11 financial year, (iii) 2011-12
financial year, and (iv) period 1 July 2012 to 19 November 2012; and (b) what sum of money was spent to
deliver the scheme in the financial years (i) 2009-10, (ii) 2010-11, and (iii) 2011-12.

28 November 2012
1316 MR HARTSUYKER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and
the Digital Economy—Did the Minister, the office of the Minister, or the department have any
involvement in the process of negotiating Football Federation Australia’s recently announced television
rights deal; and if so, what was the extent and nature of the involvement.

5 February 2013
1332 MR COBB: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the drug Pradaxa (Dabigatran), (a) why is it not
listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS), and (b) is the Government considering listing it on
the PBS; if not, why not; if so, can she indicate by what date it will be listed.
1333 MR COBB: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital
Economy—
(1) What is the status of plans to erect a National Broadband Network (NBN) communications tower at
Rock Forest, NSW.
(2) What community consultation was conducted prior to selecting Rock Forest as the site for an NBN
communications tower.
(3) Why is the NBN Co. erecting three communications towers in the centre of Bathurst, when towns of
more than 1000 people are to be connected by fibre.
(4) How many community NBN communications towers are expected to be erected in the Bathurst Local
Government Area.
(5) Under the NBN Co. scheme, which areas in Bathurst will be connected by (a) fibre, and (b) satellite.

1334 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—In respect of a fire in a Telstra telephone exchange in Warrnambool, Victoria, in late
November 2012, what investigations has the Government and/or its agencies undertaken, and what were
the outcomes.

1335 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—What business continuity plans exist to enable the NBN Co. to effectively respond to
unforeseen events disrupting services.

1336 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy—Has Telstra provided to the Government or the Australian Communications and Media
Authority, an explanation of its plans to cease providing its Telecard Calling Card service (under which a
person can call Australia from overseas at Australian call rates) from September 2013; if so, what
explanation has Telstra provided; if not, will the Government seek an explanation from Telstra.
1337 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of
AusAID’s Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) program, (a) what protocols exist to ensure that all
ODA funding is expended to support ODA-eligible activities in accordance with the OECD ODA
guidelines, (b) how long have these protocols been in place, (c) how frequently have these protocols been
reviewed since 1 December 2007, and (d) how do these protocols operate, including the processes AusAID
follows to ensure that the ODA figures submitted by agencies relate to activities properly categorised as
being ODA-eligible.

1338 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Since 1 December
2007, by (a) year, (b) agency, and project (c) name, (d) scope, and (e) dollar value, (i) how many
corrections has AusAID received from agencies that have wrongly categorised expenditure as being
ODA-eligible, (ii) how was the OECD notified of each correction, and (iii) what remedial action was taken
by AusAID with the relevant agencies to address each incorrect categorisation of expenditure.
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1339 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations—In respect of the closure
of Progressive Employment Personnel Inc. in Hornsby, a member of the Government’s Disability
Employment Services, (a) why did its funding cease, and (b) what employment services will now operate
in that area to fulfil the employment service needs of people with disability.

1341 MR CHRISTENSEN: To ask the Treasurer—What was the total sum of outstanding income tax and GST
payments as at 31 December 2012.

1342 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Multicultural Affairs—In respect of the
information booklet The Settlement Journey: Strengthening Australia through migration, (a) can he
provide the names of (i) all intended stakeholders, and (ii) the stakeholders who were consulted during its
initial development, and the respective dates, (b) in what other languages is it published, (c) how many
copies have been printed and distributed since its launch in August 2012, (d) can he indicate which
stakeholders it has been distributed to since its launch, (e) how many times has it been updated since first
published, and what content was updated each time, and (f) have any stakeholder surveys been undertaken
to identify its utility and effectiveness; if so, when, and can he (i) indicate which stakeholders participated,
and (ii) provide their feedback.

1344 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Attorney-General—In respect of the Government response (November
2009) to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs report
Older people and the law (September 2007), what is the status of the Government’s progress on
recommendations 16, 17 and 19.

6 February 2013
1345 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Defence Science and Personnel—In respect of the closure in
2012 of the pharmacy at the Health Centre HMAS Penguin, (a) why was it closed, (b) what evidence was
gathered to support the closure, (c) it is a fact that it was the only Defence pharmacy to close in NSW; if
so, why, if not, what other such pharmacies have closed, (d) why was notification of the closure given to
the Officer in Charge of the Health Centre and affected staff only days before the closure, and (e) what
savings (i) were expected to be achieved, and (ii) have been achieved.

1346 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs—
(1) What indicators or factors are considered in setting deeming rates for the financial investments of
pensioners.
(2) Are any weightings applied to the indicators or factors in part (1); if so, what are they.
(3) Is a formula, standard process, or procedure used to set deeming rates; if so, what is it.
1347 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs—How
often does she consider the need to review, out of sequence, deeming rates for financial investments of
pensioners, what is the schedule for such reviews, and what indicators or factors are considered in
determining whether to undertake such reviews.

1348 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs—When
selecting financial products for comparison to assist in setting deeming rates for the financial investments
of pensioners, (a) what factors other than rate of return are considered, including but not limited to length
of investment, risk and access to funds, (b) if any factors other than rate of return are considered, do any
weightings apply to those factors, if so, what are they, (c) how is the range of financial products to be
considered selected, and (d) how many financial products are used as a comparison in the setting of
deeming rates.

1349 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs—Does
the Government have a policy to amend the schedule, methodology or application of deeming rates; if so,
will she provide the policy.
1350 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Prime Minister—What measures is her Government implementing to increase
female labour participation.
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7 February 2013
1351 MR ROBERT: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of a speech she made on national security on
23 January 2013 where she indicated that $1.46 billion out to 2020 has been committed to strengthen cyber
capabilities, (a) what portfolios will this funding be spread across, (b) what proportion (in dollar terms) of
this sum will be allocated to each portfolio, (c) which specific areas or programs within each portfolio will
receive funding, (d) for (i) 2012-13, (ii) 2013-14, (iii) 2014-15, (iv) 2015-16, (v) 2016-17, (vi) 2017-18,
(vii) 2018-19, (viii) 2019-20, and (ix) 2020-21, what proportion (in dollar terms) will be allocated to each
area or program, and (e) when did the Government first commit to each component of the $1.46 billion.

12 February 2013
1353 MS J. I. BISHOP: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1) Prior to 18 January 2013, did the Minister seek advice from the International Law Office within the
Attorney-General’s Department on the legal status of Israeli settlements on the West Bank.
(2) What legal advice is the basis for the statement made in the AUKMIN2013 Communique, that ‘All
settlements are illegal under international law…’.
(3) Did the Minister give the United States prior notification of the intention to include in the
Communique, a call on its government to take a more active role in the Israeli/Palestinian peace
process; if so, how much notice was provided.

1354 MR CIOBO: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—Further to his answer to question in
writing No. 834 (House Hansard, 20 March 2012, page 3684), (a) how many flights into the Gold Coast in
2012 were diverted to other airports because of weather conditions affecting visibility, (b) has the
installation of an Instrument Landing System (ILS) at the Gold Coast Airport progressed since
March 2012; if so, which stakeholders has Airservices Australia consulted in respect of this installation,
and (c) can he indicate when an ILS will be installed at the Gold Coast Airport.

13 February 2013
1355 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Special Minister of State—In respect of shooting victim Mr Luke Quintano,
who is appealing for Government assistance because the overseas based insurance company owing him
money collapsed, (a) what progress is the Government making to remedy failures in the regulatory
environment for overseas insurers in the Australian market, (b) what is the status of the Government’s
progress in assisting Mr Quintano find justice, and is the Minister pursuing all available options, including
an ‘act of grace’, and (c) is a report publicly available on Mr Quintano’s case; if so, from where is it
available.

1356 MR RAMSEY: To ask the Attorney-General—
(1) What is the cost saving to the Government over the forward estimates resulting from the 1 January
2013 closure of the Native Title Respondent Funding program.
(2) By State and Territory, what sum was expended by the Government to support program applicants in
(a) 2007-08, (b) 2008-09, (c) 2009-10, (d) 2010-11, (e) 2011-2012, and (f) 2012-13 (to 1 January).
(3) For the same period, what was the breakdown of funding given to individual landholders and
community bodies (such as local government) under the program.
(4) Did the Government consult with the affected parties before closing the program.

1358 MR CHRISTENSEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the $5.6 billion of the $6 billion Regional
Infrastructure Fund (RIF) that will draw on the proceeds of the Mineral Resources Rent Tax (MRRT), how
will the shortfall in proceeds of the MRRT be made up for projects funded in Stream 1 of the RIF projects
(including the $120 million Peak Downs Highway upgrade).

14 February 2013
1360 MR CROOK: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) Does he know of any magnetite projects in Australia over the next five years that will be liable for the
Minerals Resource Rent Tax (MRRT); if so, can he indicate the number.
(2) Does the statement made by the Minister for Resources and Energy on 2 November 2011 on ABC
Radio: ‘When…you go through the detail of this tax, you’ll see that in terms of the small miners
we’ve gone out of our way, for example, in magnetite to effectively provide them the opportunity to
pay little or no tax, because at the taxing point magnetite the dirt is of very little value. The value is
the downstream processing that occurs.’ reflect the Government’s policy position.
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(3) What is the policy rationale for making magnetite subject to the MRRT.
(4) Did the Treasury use data from any magnetite companies when forecasting tax liabilities.

12 March 2013
1361 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency—In respect of claims
lodged by installers against his department under the Scheme for Compensation for Detriment caused by
Defective Administration concerning the former Home Insulation Program, (a) how many claims have
been lodged, (b) when was each claim (i) made, and (ii) responded to, and (c) what was the outcome of
each claim.

1362 MR HARTSUYKER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Sport—Further to the Minister’s
answer to question in writing No. 1315 (House Hansard, 6 February 2013, page 154), can he indicate why
the Chairman of Football Federation Australia (FFA) thanked the Minister for Sport and the Minister for
Broadband, Communications, and the Digital Economy for their assistance in finalising the FFA television
rights deal at the 2012 Australian Football Awards on 21 November 2012.
1363 MR OAKESHOTT: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs—In respect of Ms Schapelle Corby’s 2005
conviction in Bali for drugs trafficking, (a) can he indicate what (i) investigations were conducted by the
Australian Federal Police (AFP) at the time of Ms Corby’s arrest and trial, and (ii) assistance the AFP
provided to Ms Corby’s lawyers, and (b) is it a fact that the AFP withheld relevant evidence; if so, can he
indicate why.
1364 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1) Is the Minister aware that the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has appointed
Mauritania as its Vice President for 12 months; if so, what is the Government’s position on this
appointment.
(2) Is the Minister aware of reports that 20 per cent of Mauritania’s population lives in slavery.
(3) Is the Minister aware that during the fifth annual Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy
in February 2013, Mr Abidine Merzough, European Coordinator of the Initiative for the Resurgence
of the Abolitionist Movement in Mauritania, (a) compared the situation in Mauritania with apartheid
in South Africa, and (b) claimed that despite being abolished five times by the Mauritanian
Government, slavery still exists as before, backed by imams and other clergy who write laws and
issue fatwas justifying it.
(4) Is the Minister aware that American writer Professor Alfred de Zayas has (a) said that a UNHRC
resolution regarding Israel could have been improved by starting proceedings to suspend Israel from
the United Nations General Assembly, and (b) been appointed by the UNHRC as an Independent
Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order.

1365 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of the involvement of the Royal Australian Air
Force in the Melbourne Grand Prix 2013, (a) what will it entail, (b) what is the estimated total cost, (c) will
part of the estimated total cost be covered by outside persons or organisations; if so, what proportion, and
(d) what is the estimated cost of the F/A 18 flyover (i) in total, and (ii) to the Government.

1366 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Defence—In the last ten years, what total sum has the Government
spent on the involvement of the Royal Australian Air Force in the Melbourne Grand Prix.

13 March 2013
1367 MR COBB: To ask the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities—
(1) Will he provide a copy of the assessment undertaken by his department in 2010 on the proposed
Macquarie River to Orange Pipeline Project, including alternative options.
(2) Why was commitment to funding works and operational procedures made within the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the NSW Government and the Commonwealth of Australia to
change the operating rules at Menindee Lakes, signed in July 2010 by the Prime Minister and the
(then) NSW Premier.
(3) Does this project meet the core objective outlined in item 14 of the MOU.
1368 MR COBB: To ask the Minister for Community Services—Is it a fact that full supplementation is not being
provided (by the Government) to organisations delivering Commonwealth-funded programs that are
affected by Fair Work Australia’s decision on the Social and Community Services Equal Remuneration
Order; if so, (a) is she aware that this is contrary to the Government’s agreement to meet its share of the
cost over the eight year implementation period, and (b) from what Government department can these
organisations now seek funding to cover the shortfall in order to continue services.
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1369 MS O'DWYER: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the Government’s decision to remove from
the 2012-13 Budget, funding for Hyperbaric Oxygen Treatment of non-diabetic, chronic wounds, (a) did
the Medical Services Advisory Committee (MSAC) base its advice to remove this funding on the
randomized double-blind study by Hammarlund, C and Sundberg, T (1994), (b) did the MSAC consider
the large multicentre Australasian wound study of over 400 patients, in line with its request that such a
study be performed as part of the assessment process, and (c) was the MSAC’s advice arrived at
unanimously with the support of experts in the field.

1370 MS O'DWYER: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the Government’s decision to remove from
the 2012-13 Budget, funding for Hyperbaric Oxygen Treatment (HBOT) of non-diabetic, chronic wounds,
(a) is it a fact that the Medical Services Advisory Committee (MSAC) misinterpreted the Hammarlund, C
and Sundberg, T (1994) trial, as indicated in submissions to the recent Senate Finance and Public
Administration References Committee Medicare funding for Hyperbaric Oxygen Treatment inquiry (and
Dr Hammarlund and Professor Deeble), (b) will she, as a result of the Committee’s conclusion (paragraph
2.77), revisit the Government’s decision to remove funding for HBOT, (c) what is the Government’s
position on the Committee’s conclusion (paragraph 2.78), that there is some likelihood that the costs from
cutting the HBOT treatment option for non-diabetic wound patients may exceed any savings achieved, and
(d) has the Government response to the Committee’s report been presented; if not, why not.

1371 MS O'DWYER: To ask the Minister for Health—Will the Government (a) consider the Hyperbaric Oxygen
Treatment (HBOT) industry’s proposal to adjust the Medicare rebate to ensure that until the current
randomized control trial is completed, patients can receive treatment without costing the Government one
extra cent beyond normal care without hyperbaric treatment; if not, why not, and (b) reconsider its position
on removing the funding until the definitive study is completed.

1372 MR C. KELLY: To ask the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and
Communities—In respect of the graph on the Bureau of Meteorology website showing the number of
severe and non-severe tropical cyclones from 1970 to 2005, (a) why has it not been updated since 2005,
and (b) when will it be updated.

14 March 2013
1373 MS J. I. BISHOP: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1) Has the Australian Government in the past provided any guarantee to any overseas government
regarding the behaviour of Australian citizens whilst overseas.
(2) Is it a fact that the Minister’s department said that: ‘The Australian government can’t give guarantees
about the behaviour of Australians overseas, nor take legal responsibility.’ (Sydney Morning Herald,
August 2012); if so, does that remain the department’s position.
(3) What liability has the Australian Government assumed when extending a guarantee of
Ms Schapelle Corby’s behaviour if she is released on parole.
(4) Is it now Australian Government policy to provide guarantees for other Australians on parole
overseas, (a) if so, is this policy (i) in writing, and (ii) publically available, and (b) if not, (i) under
what circumstances will Australian Government guarantees be provided, and (ii) what criteria will
have to be met for such guarantees.

1374 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1) On (a) 1 July 2012, (b) 1 September 2012, (c) 1 January 2013, and (d) 1 April 2013, what sum of
current financial year residual funding was available to children with Type 1 Diabetes under the
Insulin Pump Subsidy Scheme.
(2) What alternative arrangements are available to children with Type 1 Diabetes who do not have
private health insurance when financial year funding for the Insulin Pump Subsidy Scheme is
exhausted.
(3) Is the Government considering the development of any other methods to provide subsidised access to
insulin pumps for children with Type 1 Diabetes.
(4) Will she consider providing extra funding for the Insulin Pump Subsidy Scheme in future Budgets to
ensure children with Type 1 Diabetes are not denied access to this treatment due to the exhaustion of
funding.
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1375 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the Medical Services Advisory
Committee (MSAC), (a) how many positive deliberations are yet to receive finance review and/or
ministerial approval for the release of the evaluation report, and of these, how many submissions have
completed all the necessary steps aside from finance review and ministerial approval, (b) for the calendar
years (i) 2005, (ii) 2006, (iii) 2007, (iv) 2008, (v) 2009, (vi) 2010, (vii) 2011, (viii) 2012, and (ix) 2013 (to
date), what was the average length of time between the final MSAC meeting for approval of a submission
and the release of the report, and (c) is she aware of any cases of MSAC approvals deferred on financial
grounds; if so, can she provide a list containing each deferred item.
1376 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1) For the calendar years (a) 2005, (b) 2006, (c) 2007, (d) 2008, (e) 2009, (f) 2010, (g) 2011, (h) 2012,
and (i) 2013 (to date), what was the average length of time between the (i) Medical Services Advisory
Committee’s (MSAC’s), and (ii) Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee’s (PBAC’s) first
application to Cabinet for funding, and the commencement of funding (for approved applications).
(2) Has she identified and attempted to enforce an appropriate length of time for cost effective medical
technologies and treatments to be made available to Australians through the MSAC and PBAC
approval processes; if so, what is the length of time.
(3) Can she outline the reasons for the difference in time taken between MSAC and PBAC approval
processes.
1377 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1) For the calendar years (a) 2005, (b) 2006, (c) 2007, (d) 2008, (e) 2009, (f) 2010, (g) 2011, (h) 2012,
and (i) 2013 (to date), what was the average length of time between the first application for funding
and commencement of funding (for approved applications), for a medical device requiring a full
Therapeutic Goods Administration conformity assessment and a Medicare Benefits Schedule code, in
order to be listed on the prostheses list.
(2) Will she consider implementing a modified evaluation pathway and provisional funding for
promising medical device technologies, with further confirmatory evidence to be collected after
introduction.

1378 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—What is she doing to provide access to existing remote
monitoring and follow up telehealth technology for implanted cardiac devices through the Medicare
Benefits Schedule.

1379 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1) Is she aware of any countries that utilise another nation’s, or union of nation’s, medical device
assessment process to assist their own such deliberations; if so, can she list these countries and the
products.
(2) Will the Government consider adopting agreed international standards for medical device assessment
in order to minimise duplication with other countries that have similar assessment standards and
processes.
(3) Is she aware of any countries that have approved newer medical devices than Australia; if so, can she
list these countries and the products, and which of these products have been fast-tracked due to the
maintenance of a government approvals process that has less duplication with comparable nations.

1380 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of submissions to the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Advisory Council (PBAC) for the listing of a medicines on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme,
for (a) February 2001 to November 2007, (b) December 2007 to August 2011, and (c) September 2011 (to
date), (i) what was the success rate for cost effective submissions that were submitted to the PBAC for the
first time, and (ii) what was the average length of time for receiving a positive recommendation from the
PBAC for cost effective submissions.

1381 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—Is she aware of any innovative medicine delivery
mechanisms that are currently unavailable to Australian patients due to the 16 per cent pricing policy; if
so, can she provide a comprehensive list of these items.

1382 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory
Council, (a) how many times has she met with the current Chair, and (b) what steps has she taken to ensure
the independence of the Chair.

1383 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—How many generic or off-patent Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme products are sponsored by an innovative medicines company.
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1384 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—Can she provide a comprehensive list of generic
medicines currently listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, without inclusion of the originator
patented medicines.

1385 MR ALEXANDER: To ask the Minister for Health—Can she detail the development process of the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Council Post Market Diabetes Review, and how the success of this
Review will be tested.

19 March 2013
1386 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the
contract awarded by AusAID to International Relief Development, for Development Assistance Facility
Phase III (West Asia), published pursuant to the Senate Order on Departmental and Agency Contracts (to
31 December 2012), was a tender for the subject contract published on the AusTender website; if so, (a) on
what date, and (b) will the Minister provide copies of all associated tender documentation.
1387 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the
subject contract awarded by AusAID to International Relief Development, for Development Assistance
Facility Phase III (West Asia), (a) was there an expression of interest for the subject contract, (b) was the
subject contract awarded under a ‘direct to market’, or ‘restricted tender’, arrangement; if so, were all
required ministerial approvals obtained before the contract was awarded; if so, on what date(s), and (c) as
part of the selection process, was an assessment undertaken by a Technical Assessment Panel; if so, can
the Minister provide the associated findings and recommendations.

1388 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the
process for AusAID awarding the subject contract to International Relief Development (IRD) for
Development Assistance Facility Phase III (West Asia), (a) what reference checks were undertaken to
verify IRD’s suitability to undertake the subject contract prior to its appointment on 1 September 2012,
and can the Minister (i) indicate from which organisation(s) they were obtained, and (ii) provide the
written referee reports, (b) what other analysis or examination of IRD’s suitability was undertaken by
AusAID prior to IRD’s appointment, (c) which independent financial firm undertook a financial viability
assessment of IRD in respect of the subject contract, and when (i) was it undertaken, and (ii) were the
results provided to AusAID, and (d) which independent probity adviser oversaw this tender process, what
were its recommendations to AusAID in respect of IRD’s suitability to undertake the subject contract, and
what date(s) was this advice provided to AusAID.

1389 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the
subject contract awarded by AusAID to International Relief Development for Development (IRD)
Assistance Facility Phase III (West Asia), (a) was any information on the fraud investigation of IRD’s
work for USAID in Afghanistan referred to in the assessment provided to AusAID by an independent
financial firm, or the independent probity adviser, (b) did any AusAID officer make a personal declaration
of any connection or potential conflict of interest in the appointment of IRD to undertake the subject
contract, and (c) when did IRD first advise AusAID of the fraud investigation into the work it has
undertaken in Afghanistan for USAID, which IRD officer provided this advice and to whom in AusAID,
and in what form was this advice.

1390 MS GAMBARO: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of
recommendations made by Technical Assessment Panels (TAPs) on tenderers for AusAID contracts that
have been overridden by AusAID’s Director-General, on how many occasions has this happened since
25 November 2007, and can the Minister indicate (a) what these tenders related to, (b) where and when
they were advertised, (c) what the respective TAP recommendations were, (d) who the Director-General’s
preferred tenderers were, and (e) what the dollar value each tender was.

1391 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—In respect of the Child
Support Agency, how many people (a) are currently employed, and (b) were employed as at 30 June
(i) 2012, (ii) 2011, (iii) 2010, and (iv) 2009.

1392 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—In respect of staff at the
Child Support Agency in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11, (c) 2011-12, and (d) 2012-13 (to date), (i) how many
resigned, (ii) how many had their employment terminated, (iii) how many applied for stress leave, (iv) how
many took stress leave, and (v) what was the total cost of stress leave payments.

1393 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—In respect of staff travel
at the Child Support Agency in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11, (c) 2011-12, and (d) 2012-13 (to date), (i) what
sum was spent on domestic and international travel expenses, including airfares and accommodation, and
(ii) what sum was spent on taxi fares.
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1394 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—In respect of the Child
Support Agency in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11, (c) 2011-12, and (d) 2012-13 (to date), (i) how many
complaints did the Agency receive, (ii) how many change of assessment applications did the Agency
receive, (iii) how many change of assessment applications resulted in a change to Child Support payments,
(iv) how many objections to assessments did the Agency receive, and (v) how many objections to
assessments resulted in a change to Child Support payments.

1395 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—In respect of the Child
Support Agency in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11, (c) 2011-12, and (d) 2012-13 (to date), (i) how many
applications for a review of a Child Support decision did the Social Security Appeals Tribunal receive, and
(ii) how many Child Support decisions were overturned by the Social Security Appeals Tribunal.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 1396 - 1442)—How many staff in the
Minister’s office are currently employed on a subclass 457 visa.
1396 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Prime Minister.

1397 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Treasurer.
1398 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Science and Research.
1399 MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the
Digital Economy.
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MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local Government.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for the Arts.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Defence.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Citizenship.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Attorney-General.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Emergency Management.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Disability Reform.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Foreign Affairs.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance and Deregulation.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for School Education, Early Childhood and Youth.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Resources and Energy.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Tourism.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Trade and Competitiveness.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Industry and Innovation.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Health.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Social Inclusion.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Mental Health and Ageing.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Housing and Homelessness.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Small Business.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Early Childhood and Childcare.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Employment Participation.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Veterans' Affairs.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Defence Science and Personnel.
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Unanswered questions
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Indigenous Health.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for the Public Service and Integrity.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Special Minister of State.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Defence Materiel.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Home Affairs.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Justice.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Community Services.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for the Status of Women.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister for Indigenous Employment and Economic Development.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Assistant Treasurer.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Sport.
MR BRIGGS: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Multicultural Affairs.

20 March 2013
1443 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of Program 3 of his department, (a) what
total number of staff are currently employed, and how many are (i) full time, (ii) part time, and (iii) casual,
(b) what is the current number of salary bands available, including Senior Executive Service, and the
salary range for each, (c) what was the total cost of staffing for (i) 2011-12, and (ii) 2012-13 (to date), and
(d) what proportion (in dollars and as a percentage) of program support funding was/is allocated to the
implementation of the National Long-Term Tourism Strategy for (i) 2011-12, (ii) 2012-13, (iii) 2013-14,
(iv) 2014-15, and (v) 2015-16.

1444 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of Tourism Research Australia, (a) what
was/is the total operating budget for (i) 2011-12, (ii) 2012-13, (iii) 2013-14, (iv) 2014-15, and (v) 2015-16,
(b) of that, what is the (i) Commonwealth contribution, (ii) state tourism organisation contribution, and
(iii) other external revenue, for each of the same periods, (c) what total number of staff are currently
employed, and how many are (i) full time, (ii) part time, and (iii) casual, (d) what is the current number of
salary bands available, including Senior Executive Service, and the salary range for each, and (e) what
was/is the total cost of staffing for (i) 2011-12, and (ii) 2012-13 (to date).

1445 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of the Government’s $6 million election
commitment for the National Long-Term Tourism Strategy, (a) what sum was/will be allocated in
(i) 2010-11, (ii) 2011-12, (iii) 2012-13, (iv) 2013-14, (v) 2014-15, (vi) 2015-16, and (vii) outside the
forward estimates, and (b) how will it be allocated to each working group.

1446 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of the National Long-Term Tourism
Strategy, for (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12, (c) 2012-13, (d) 2013-14, (e) 2014-15, and (f) 2015-16, what was/is
the total sum of funding for (through the Tourism Ministers’ Council), and the Commonwealth’s
contribution to the (i) Destination Management Planning Working Group, (ii) Digital Distribution
Working Group, (iii) Indigenous Tourism Working Group, (iv) Industry Resilience Working Group,
(v) Investment and Regulatory Reform Working Group, (vi) Labour and Skills Working Group,
(vii) Research and Development Advisory Board, (viii) Tourism Access Working Group, and (ix) Tourism
Quality Council of Australia.

1447 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of the Government’s election commitment to
allocate an additional $40 million to the T-QUAL Grants program, (a) what sum will be allocated per
financial year, (b) will all funding be expended in the forward estimates, (c) how many funding rounds will
be conducted with this money, (d) has any portion of this sum been allocated to meet specific election
commitments; if so, which ones, including the amount committed, project name and description and
electorate; if not, will the entire pool be distributed by his department on application, and (e) what
proportion (as a percentage) will be (i) distributed as grants, and (ii) allocated to administration and
advertising expenses.
1448 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of the Government’s election commitment to
allocate an additional $40 million to the T-QUAL Grants program, for (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12,
(c) 2012-13, (d) 2013-14, (e) 2014-15, and (f) 2015-16, (i) what number of grants were/will be awarded,
and at what total sum, and what was the total (ii) administrative cost, and (iii) cost of administration and
marketing.

1449 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—What number of businesses in (a) Qld., (b) NSW,
(c) Vic., (d) Tas., (e) SA, (f) WA, and the (g) NT, and (h) ACT, are T-QUAL accredited.
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1450 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—What was/is the total budget for the Tourism Quality
Council of Australia for (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12, (c) 2012-13, (d) 2013-14, (e) 2014-15, and (f) 2015-16.
1451 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In 2012-13 (to date), what has his department done to
(a) facilitate the growth of domestic and international tourism, (b) address regulatory barriers to tourism,
and with what partners, (c) support adequate planning and management of border security, transport
linkages and safety to enhance tourism security, and with what government agencies, (d) ensure that
infrastructure development contributes to the competitiveness of the tourism sector, and with what
government agencies, (e) support promoting the development of innovative products, services or systems
within the tourism industry to improve the quality of Australia’s tourism products and services, and
(f) actively engage with government agencies to ensure that the Australian Government’s labour and skills
policies contribute to a sustainable and productive tourism industry, and with what government agencies.

1452 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In 2012-13 (to date), how has his department
(a) worked collaboratively with stakeholders to support the development of sustainable Indigenous tourism
businesses, and with which stakeholders, (b) worked with relevant partners to improve the resilience of the
tourism industry and its capacity to adapt to changing circumstances, and with what partners, and
(c) facilitated the provision of research and statistics to support business investment and guide tourism
policy development.
1453 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of his department’s commitment to deliver
the provision of accurate, timely and effective policy advice to the Minister and Government on tourism
related issues, (a) what number of speeches has his department drafted for (i) his use, and (ii) the use of
other Government Members of Parliament or staff, (b) which Government Members of Parliament have
had his department draft speeches for them, (c) what number of media releases has his department drafted
for (i) his use, and (ii) the use of other Government Members of Parliament or staff, which Government
Members of Parliament have had his department draft media releases for them, and (d) what total number
of briefing notes were sent to his office from the Tourism Division in (i) 2008-09, (ii) 2009-10,
(iii) 2010-11, (iv) 2011-12, and (v) 2012-13 (to date).

1454 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of his department’s commitment to deliver
engagement with key stakeholders to ensure that tourism interests are taken into account in the broader
context of Government policy development, (a) what number of organisations are defined as key
stakeholders, and (b) what are the names of these stakeholder organisations.

1455 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—During 2012-13 (to date), has his department
participated in multilateral and bilateral forums to influence beneficial outcomes for the Australian tourism
industry; if so which ones.

1456 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of Tourism Australia, (a) what total number
of staff are currently employed, and how many are (i) full time, (ii) part time, and (iii) casual, (b) what is
the current number of salary bands available, including Senior Executive Service, and the salary range for
each, and (c) what was the total cost of staffing for (i) 2010-11, (ii) 2011-12, and (iii) 2012-13 (to date).

1457 MR BALDWIN: To ask the Minister for Tourism—In respect of Tourism Australia’s corporate cost savings
measures, in (a) 2009-10, (b) 2010-11, (c) 2011-12, and (d) 2012-13 (to date), (i) what number was
implemented, (ii) was each measure ongoing or non-ongoing, (iii) what sum did each measure save, and
(iv) what was the total cost of the measures.

B. C. WRIGHT
Clerk of the House of Representatives

