2013-2014
THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS IN WRITING
as at
THURSDAY, 6 MARCH 2014
(8:48 AM)

Questions unanswered
Nos 6, 7, 9, 16, 24-44, 46-73.

QUESTIONS IN WRITING
On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered
questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper.

3 December 2013
6 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of foreign investors in property being restricted to
purchasing ‘greenfields’ residential homes, (a) what monitoring and enforcement of this restriction occurs,
and (b) is it appropriate for Australian residents to transfer property titles to family or friends who are not
Australian residents or citizens; if so, why.

7 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—Are students who are non-Australian citizens, and other temporary
residents, permitted to buy Australian properties whilst in Australia, if so, are they required to sell them
when they return to their countries of origin, if so, how is this monitored and enforced.

9 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—What action is the Government taking to combat multinational tax
avoidance and secure sustainable tax revenues for (a) Australia, and (b) developing countries.

4 December 2013
16 MS RISHWORTH: To ask the Minister for Health—Has he or his Assistant Minister met with Health
Workforce Australia; if so, on (a) how many occasions, and (b) what dates.

12 December 2013
24 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the proposal to lower the import threshold on GST,
(a) did he present a Treasury analysis of options on this to the meeting with his state and territory
counterparts on 27 November 2013; (b) what is the next step in terms of decision making on this issue;
(c) by what date are his state and territory counterparts expected to provide feedback or make a decision on
this issue, and (d) will he release to the public the Treasury analysis on this issue, if so, by what date, if
not, why not.
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25 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of his decision of 29 November 2013 to decline Archer
Daniel Midland’s proposed acquisition of GrainCorp, (a) how would allowing this acquisition to proceed
manifest itself in terms of ‘undermining public support for the foreign investment regime’; (b) did he mean
in his statement in part (a), that the key to blocking significant foreign investment proposals is to mount a
broad-based community campaign against them, if not, what did he mean; (c) can he indicate what
additional information he requested from the Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) or requested the
FIRB to consider; and (d) has he since amended the guidelines for the FIRB in terms of its future
consideration of foreign investment proposals, if not, why not, if so, by what date will he make the
guidelines publicly available.

26 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—Since 7 September 2013, what total number of applications to the
Foreign Investment Review Board have been (a) received, (b) approved, or (c) rejected; and how many of
these has he personally considered and either approved, or rejected.
27 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—Why has the Government not released the new foreign investment
policy it committed to prior to the election.

28 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—Have any changes been made (by the Government) to the policy or
guidelines governing both the Foreign Investment Review Board’s and the Government’s consideration of
foreign investment proposals, if so, have these changes been made public, if not, why not.

29 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—On what date will the Government commence with the register of
foreign investment in rural land.

30 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) As of 12 December 2013, what scrutiny is the Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) currently
applying to foreign investments relating to agricultural land between the monetary thresholds of
$15 million to $248 million.
(2) Since 7 September 2013, how many FIRB applications relating to (a) agricultural land and falling
within the thresholds in part (1), have been (i) approved, or (ii) rejected; and (b) the acquisition of
rural land for either mining use (including coal seam gas extraction) or residential/commercial
subdivision, have been approved.

31 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—As at (a) 7 September 2013, and (b) 12 December 2013, how many
Treasury officials worked in the Foreign Investment Review Board branch, by classification.
32 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of reported comments on the future of Qantas made by him
at the Australia New Zealand Leadership Forum on 27 November 2013, (a) did he or his office give any
advanced notice to anyone, including (i) the event organiser, (ii) media outlets or (iii) business
stakeholders, that he would be making comments at the forum lunch about the future of Qantas, and
(b) can he indicate the Government’s policy options that could be used as a framework for a ‘national
debate’ on the future of Qantas, as called for by him on 28 November 2013, and will he release a formal
consultation paper outlining these options, if so , by what date, if not, why not.

33 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the Government’s decision to give the Reserve Bank of
Australia (RBA) a grant of $8.8 billion, (a) can he say whether or not it is the Government’s intention to
offset this expenditure in 2013-14, (b) if this expenditure is not offset in 2013-14, by what sum will it
increase the interest repayments on Australia’s budget deficit in the forward estimates, and (c) has the
RBA yet received the grant, if not, (i) why not, (ii) in which financial year will the necessary appropriation
bills be introduced, and (iii) by what date will the RBA receive the grant.

34 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) Since 7 September 2013, how many times and on what dates has he met with the Governor of the
Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA).
(2) On what date did he meet with both the Governor of the RBA and the Secretary of the Treasury to
discuss, amongst other things, the RBA Reserve Fund.
(3) Is it a fact that he asked the Governor of the RBA and the Secretary of the Treasury how he might go
about replenishing the Reserve Fund, and can he indicate whether or not the Governor of the RBA’s
letter to him, dated 13 October 2013, followed on from this conversation.

35 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—What is the Government’s (a) budget rules, and (b) medium-term
fiscal strategy.

Unanswered questions
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36 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the Government’s announcement on 6 November 2013
concerning tax changes, including the 64 tax measures requiring further consultation whereby it was said
that the Assistant Treasurer would consult with tax experts and the Board of Taxation before the Mid-year
Economic and Fiscal Outlook, (a) what are the names of the (i) tax experts, and (ii) organisations, who
have been consulted, and (b) were formal submissions provided by tax experts or other stakeholders as part
of this consultation process; if so, will they be made public, if not, why not.

37 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) Does a discussion paper exist, or has there been a consultation process, on proposed changes to the
Future of Financial Advice Reform Package (FOFA).
(2) What election commitments did the Government make on implementing changes to the FOFA.
(3) Will the Government consider ruling out changes to the reformed remuneration practices and the
requirement that advice is provided in the best interests of the consumer, if not, why not.
38 MR BOWEN: To ask the Treasurer—As at 12 December 2013, how many Treasury officials, including
those on leave, worked in the Office of the Treasurer, by classification.

11 February 2014
39 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister for Education—What financial support can be made available to
students whose families are affected by the drought in North West Queensland, to continue to attend to
their education at boarding schools where this is the only available learning option, and is costing isolated
families in the vicinity of $27,000 to $30,000 per child per year.

40 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—What number of inquiries has this Government initiated through the
Productivity Commission, and of these inquiries, has he instructed the Productivity Commission to
consider any requirements beyond its regular criteria; if so, what are these requirements, and why were
they considered.

41 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1) Is he aware that it was the Productivity Commission’s recommendation to establish an Australian
Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission (ACNC) to regulate the charity sector and support its
effectiveness.
(2) Why does the Government plan to abolish the ACNC.
(3) Has the Government (a) sought, or (b) received, advice on the impact of removing the ACNC on the
productivity of charitable organisations; if so, can he disclose the advice.
(4) Would the Government consider providing assistance to the charity sector in order to offset the loss
of productivity that will result from the abolition of the ACNC; if not, why not.

42 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the planned abolition of the Australian
Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission (ACNC), (a) what is the timeline for consultations, (b) who will
be consulted, and (c) if the ACNC is abolished, will a discussion paper be released on the Government’s
proposals for regulating charities and not-for-profit organisations.
43 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—In respect of civilian staff
in the Minister’s department (including the Defence Materiel Organisation) as at 31 December 2013,
(a) what was the (i) headcount, and (ii) breakdown of the headcount, by division, and (b) how many were
(i) on fixed term contracts, (ii) part-time, (iii) based in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT), and
(iv) based outside the ACT, and where.
44 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—For each electoral division
as at 31 December 2013, and as contained in the final pay figures for the first quarter for 2013-14 within
the Defence People Group of the Minister’s department, what was the (a) personnel headcount for (i) the
Navy, (ii) the Army, (iii) the Air Force, (iv) civilians, and (v) Reserves, and (b) number of civilians (i) on
fixed-term contracts, and (ii) employed part-time.

46 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the National Health and Medical Research
Council report into wind farms, (a) why has it not yet been publicly released, (b) when will it be publicly
released, and (c) why is the Government commissioning a new study before the release of the report.
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12 February 2014
47 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for Health—Since its introduction on 1 July 2013, how many people have
accessed the ‘leave for living organ donors’ pilot program.
48 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $3.3 million to the resurfacing of Kennedy Drive at
Tweed Heads, (a) will the funds be allocated in the 2013-14 budget as promised; if so, from which funding
program will they come, (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed on funding recipients
for them to receive the funding, and (c) what is the status of the National Party’s progress on meeting its
remaining 2013 election commitments in the electoral division of Richmond.

49 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $200,000 to enhance security in Byron Bay by installing
CCTV cameras, (a) will the funds be allocated in the 2013-14 budget as promised; if so, from which
funding program will they come, (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed on funding
recipients for them to receive the funding, and (c) what is the status of the National Party’s progress on
meeting its remaining 2013 election commitments in the electoral division of Richmond.

50 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Communications—In respect of his direction to NBN Co. Limited
on 24 September 2013 to continue deploying the fixed wireless network, (a) can he guarantee that no
previously announced sites to be serviced by the fixed wireless components of the National Broadband
Network (NBN) in the electoral division of Richmond will be removed from the first phase of the fixed
wireless rollout, (b) when will construction begin on the fixed wireless components of the NBN in
Richmond, (c) when is it anticipated that construction of the fixed wireless components of the NBN will be
completed in Richmond, and (d) when will residents of Richmond be able to connect to the fixed wireless
components of the NBN.

51 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Communications—Given that the National Broadband Network
interim satellite system is no longer accepting new customers due to capacity limits and that new satellites
are not scheduled to be launched until 2015, (a) will he direct NBN Co. Limited to upgrade the capacity of
the existing system; if not, what infrastructure will be provided to remote residents in the electoral division
of Richmond to enable them to access broadband internet; and (b) can he guarantee that remote residents
will be provided with broadband internet of equivalent standard to those in fixed wireless areas upon the
launch of the new satellites in 2015.

52 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for the Environment—Given that the most recent estimates of the koala
population on the Tweed Coast are no more than 150, (a) when considering the Kings Forest development
in the Tweed Shire pursuant to the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
guidelines, will he commit to taking into account (i) the cumulative adverse effects on koala habitats from
multiple clearing proposals, and (ii) that the 150 koalas living on the Tweed Coast are an important
population of koalas, and (b) will he consider a dog ban in the Kings Forest housing development to
protect the largest koala colony in the Tweed.
53 MR S. P. JONES: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of
Regional Development Australia Fund Round 5 projects approved by the previous Minister but not
contracted prior to 5 August 2013, what total number have subsequently been approved for funding under
(a) Round 5A, (b) Round 5B, what are their names, what criteria did the Government use to determine
which Round 5 projects would be approved, and when will a list be made publicly available on the status
of all Round 5 projects.

13 February 2014
54 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Further to his answer to question in writing No. 12
(House Hansard, 11 February 2014, page 97), (a) what was the (i) date, and (ii) destination, of the voyage,
and (iii) extent of the overloading, (b) who was the exporter, (c) how many animals and of what type were
involved, (d) was the overloading associated with the exporter making a false statement to his department
concerning the number of animals to be loaded, (e) was the number of animals exported greater than the
number of animals authorised to be exported by the export permit; if so, what action was taken against the
exporter for making a false declaration and exporting animals without authorisation; and (f) what was the
additional condition imposed on the approvals for the exporter.

55 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Education—Further to his answer to question in writing No. 2
(House Hansard, 9 December 2013, page 2124), (a) can he explain how ‘proficient’ standards would be
different to current NAPLAN standards, and (b) who makes up the advisory, reference and working
groups, and on what basis have they been selected.

Unanswered questions
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56 MR FEENEY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—
(1) Have any Hot Issue Briefs been received by the Minister from the Minister’s department since the
federal election in 2013; if so, how many.
(2) Has the Government changed the policy in respect of the public release of Hot Issue Briefs, including
the timeframe within which this must occur; if so, can the Minister provide the new policy.

57 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1) Has any Minister from the Western Australian Government approached him requesting funding for
the Perth Airport Rail Link or the Perth Light Rail Project.
(2) Is he prepared to allow Infrastructure Australia to undertake the cost-benefit analysis of these
projects, which have been lodged by Western Australia, notwithstanding the Prime Minister’s
opposition to funding urban rail.

24 February 2014
58 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1) What steps is the Government taking to honour its commitment to protect the Antarctic from mining.
(2) Will the Government make a positive recommendation for World Heritage listing nomination of
Antarctica in the report on the development of a 20 Year Australian Antarctic Strategic Plan; if no
recommendation will be made, will the Government ensure that either it is included in the final
strategic plan or is dealt with as a distinct separate matter of policy.
59 MR KATTER: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—In respect of reports of insurance premiums continuing to
rise in Far North Queensland by up to 70 per cent since 2011, how will the Government (a) regulate the
cost of insurance premiums, and (b) ensure residents are not disadvantaged by disproportionately high
premiums, when compared to the rest of Australia.
60 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1) Can he confirm that the Pilbara Integrated Power Solution was submitted by the Western Australian
Government in 2008 to Infrastructure Australia for consideration; if so, was this submission
subsequently withdrawn by the Western Australian Government; if so, on what date was it
withdrawn.
(2) Can he confirm that an application in respect of the same project was lodged by a private sector
entity; if so, (a) what action was taken, and (b) what assessment was made, by Infrastructure
Australia.
(3) Can Infrastructure Australia release all documents related to its actions and assessment taken in
respect of the Pilbara Integrated Power Solution project.

61 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Is his department
currently funding or planning to fund the following grade separations on the Tonkin Highway:
(a) Benara Road; (b) Morley Road; and (c) Collier Road; if so, (i) when will these begin, and (ii) what sum
is being allocated to each.

62 MR THOMSON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of a statement he made at a press conference
following the December 2013 COAG meeting, that urgent work is being done to ensure that all kids attend
school, (a) what is the rate of school attendance for both government and non-government primary and
secondary schools in Victoria, (b) what steps has the Australian Government taken, or will it take, to
ensure that all children throughout Australia attend school each day, (c) can he indicate whether the
Victorian Department of Education Early Childhood Development employs school attendance officers; if
they do, (i) how many, and (ii) what are their roles and powers, and (d) are penalties applied to parents
whose children do not attend school; if so, what are they; if not, can he indicate how Victorian schools and
the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development ensure that all eligible children
attend a school.

25 February 2014
63 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) Are all holders of live export licences from his department required to comply with the Exporter
Supply Chain Assurance System.
(2) Does Livestock Shipping Services (LSS) currently hold a licence from his department for live export;
if so, how many export permits has LSS been granted under this licence to export sheep to countries
in the Middle East.
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64 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) Was Livestock Shipping Services (LSS) granted an export permit to export sheep on Baden III in
September 2013.
(2) What temperatures were animals on Baden III subjected to during this journey, and did these
temperatures comply with the standards required by the Exporter Supply Chain Assurance System
(ESCAS).
(3) Did the animals suffer from heat stress during this journey.
(4) What was the mortality rate for the animals on this trip, and did this rate comply with ESCAS
standards.

65 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) When did his department become aware of allegations that Exporter Supply Chain Assurance System
(ESCAS) standards were breached on the Baden III in September 2013.
(2) Has his department undertaken an investigation into why these ESCAS standards were allegedly
breached; if so, have the results of the investigation been released.
(3) Is his department aware of other allegations of breaches of ESCAS standards on live exports ships
sailing under the export licence held by Livestock Shipping Services (LSS).
(4) Was LSS investigated for alleged breaches of ESCAS standards occurring in (a) June 2013,
(b) October 2013, and (c) November 2013.
66 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) Did Livestock Shipping Services (LSS) intend to export sheep on the Dareen in December 2013.
(2) Was 29 December the date of departure for this export, and did this departure occur from Fremantle,
Western Australia.
(3) Was the temperature in Fremantle on that day 43°C; if so, was his department aware that this extreme
heat could cause increased rates of livestock mortality, as it did on the Baden III in September 2013.

67 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) Did a department official visit the Dareen on 29 December 2013 to determine whether an export
permit should be granted to Livestock Shipping Services (LSS).
(2) Was an export permit granted; if so, on what grounds, and was the following first considered: (a) the
extreme temperatures, (b) the increased risk of livestock mortality, (c) potential breaches of Exporter
Supply Chain Assurance System (ESCAS) guidelines, and (d) LSS’s history of alleged breaches of
ESCAS conditions.

68 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) Has Livestock Shipping Services (LSS) applied for any further export permits since 1 January 2014;
if so, how many have been granted.
(2) Does his department have the power to (a) suspend export permits or export licences while
investigations into breaches of Exporter Supply Chain Assurance System (ESCAS) provisions are
being undertaken, and (b) suspend or cancel export permits or export licences as a result of proven
breaches of ESCAS conditions.
(3) Why has his department issued LSS with new export permits given its (a) history, and (b) ongoing
investigations into its activities, and in respect of part (b), (i) have any additional licence conditions
been imposed on LSS, and (ii) has LSS been subject to any additional oversight or compliance
monitoring from his department.

69 MR WATTS: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) When examining whether to issue export permits, have his department officials been given any
additional instructions to consider for exporters that are under investigation; if so, have these
instructions been followed in respect of Livestock Shipping Services (LSS).
(2) Has his department taken any action in respect of LSS’s current export activities that reflect its status
as an exporter currently under investigation.
(3) How many letters, emails or phone calls has he received from Australian voters since the last election
regarding live exports, and what proportion of this correspondence concern the conduct of LSS.

70 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the
employment freeze on public service recruitment, how will the Civil Aviation Authority oversee
implementation of Part 61 of the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998.

Unanswered questions
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6 March 2014
71 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1) Is there a plan for an ad hoc meeting on the Standing Council on the Environment and Water; if so,
for when is it scheduled.
(2) Has he been nominated by the Prime Minister as Chair of the National Environmental Protection
Council (NEPC); if so, (a) on what date, and (b) when does he plan to convene a meeting of the
NEPC in his role as Chair.
(3) What assessment and/or reporting is the NEPC undertaking in respect of a potential national
container deposit scheme.
(4) What is the status of the decision made by the Standing Committee on Environment and Water in
August 2012 to push ahead with work to find better ways to manage Australia’s packaging waste.
(5) Has a Decision Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) been developed on packaging impacts by the
Standing Committee on Environment and Water to undertake a more detailed analysis of the seven
options contained in the Consultation RIS including regional and other distributional impacts.

72 MS ELLIS: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will the following areas in the electoral
division of Adelaide be served by fibre-to-the-premises technology for the delivery of high-speed
broadband: (a) 5PRO-01, (b) 5PRO-02, (c) 5PRO-03, (d) 5PRO-04, (e) 5PRO-05, and (f) 5PRO-06.

73 MS ELLIS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Can he provide a list of all of the organisations in the
electoral division of Adelaide that did not receive their approved Building Multicultural Communities
Program grant.

D. R. ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

