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24 February 2014
62 MR THOMSON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of a statement he made at a press conference
following the December 2013 COAG meeting, that urgent work is being done to ensure that all kids attend
school, (a) what is the rate of school attendance for both government and non-government primary and
secondary schools in Victoria, (b) what steps has the Australian Government taken, or will it take, to
ensure that all children throughout Australia attend school each day, (c) can he indicate whether the
Victorian Department of Education Early Childhood Development employs school attendance officers; if
they do, (i) how many, and (ii) what are their roles and powers, and (d) are penalties applied to parents
whose children do not attend school; if so, what are they; if not, can he indicate how Victorian schools and
the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood Development ensure that all eligible children
attend a school.

13 May 2014
102 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)

(2)

Is he aware that the East-West Link project is predicated on the need to cater to current and projected
population growth, the consequences of which could be major and disturbing to democracy, quality
of life and the environment.
Will the Government inform the Victorian electorate that Australia’s population growth is more a
product of policy choice, than an inevitability.

103 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—Will the Government consider adopting a
stable population policy to avoid new infrastructure imperatives.

104 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)
(2)

Is he aware that there is no engineered population growth imperative policy in Western Europe.
Has the Government informed itself of the stable population policy alternative as a means of
avoiding continuing major disturbances to democracy, quality of life and the environment, resulting
from its current engineered population growth policy.
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107 MR THOMSON: To ask the Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)

(2)

Is the East-West Link predicated on the assumption that massive population growth will entail more
automobile traffic and that this traffic will be catered to by continuous massive engineering projects;
if so, (a) has the Government factored in the rising cost of fuel and materials, and (b) is he aware that
the cost of petroleum has been rising so much since the 1990s that governments are now engaging in
horizontal drilling or ‘fracking’ in order to recover inaccessible petroleum type deposits, such as
shale oil and coal gas, which are energy-expensive and impact on major property and democratic
rights.
Has the Government considered that given these rising financial, energy, environmental and social
costs, the infrastructure projects implicit in its growth policies may not be possible and the electorate
is at risk of becoming an overpopulated and underserviced slum; if so, what is the Government doing
to avoid this prospect.

115 MR THOMSON: To ask the Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Has he
considered public transport alternatives to the East-West Link such as rail to Doncaster; if not, why not;
if so, (a) what reason(s) make the East-West link a superior option, and (b) how many jobs for Australian
workers are expected to be created under the East-West Link, and would be expected to be created by
alternatives such as rail to Doncaster.

117 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General—
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

What arrangements have been put in place for the remuneration of the Royal Commissioner and
Counsel assisting the Royal Commission into Trade Union Governance and Corruption.
Is it a fact that the final terms of reference for the Royal Commission were amended from the draft
terms released when the Royal Commission was announced.
Is it a fact that terms of reference number (i) which refers to persons other than trade unions and their
officers and associated separate entities, was amended to provide that the participation of persons or
organisations other than trade unions and their officers ‘…in a matter mentioned in paragraphs (a) to
(h)’ of the terms of reference was within the scope of the inquiry.
Is the effect of this amendment that employers, employer organisations and persons or entities other
than trade unions and their officers and associated separate entities, will only be subject to inquiry by
the Royal Commission in circumstances where they are involved in a matter that includes the
involvement of a trade union, officer of a union, or an associated separate entity.

128 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)

What number of (a) Australians are currently unemployed, and (b) people in Australia are on
temporary visas with work rights.
(2) Is it a fact that Australian employers seeking to bring in migrant workers do not have to provide to
the Government copies of job applications by, or records of interviews with, Australian job
applicants for the position(s) for which visas are sought.
(3) Is it a fact that (a) employers need only conduct labour market testing at ‘any time’ during the
12 months prior to bringing in foreign workers, without any minimum time requirement,
(b) employers need only advertise a vacant position on Facebook to comply with the labour market
testing requirements, and (c) employers will not be penalised for hiring more foreign workers than
they applied for; if so, can employers bring in an unlimited number of foreign workers.
(4) How many overseas labour agreements have been approved since 7 September 2013.
(5) Will the Minister publish a list of all employers who have (a) engaged temporary visa holders, and
(b) obtained a labour agreement; if not, why not.
136 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Communications—What sum, including (a) internal costs and
(b) external costs spent on consultants or reviewers, has or will each of the following cost his department
and NBN Co. Limited: (i) ‘Strategic Review’ (NBN Co. Limited, 12 December 2013), (ii) Strategic
Review part 2—Fixed wireless and satellite (referred to in the ‘Strategic Review’, page 119),
(iii) ‘Broadband Availability and Quality Report’ (Department of Communications, December 2013),
(iv) Cost-Benefit Analysis and Review of Regulation by the Department of Communications (current),
(v) Review of NBN Co. Limited Governance by KordaMentha (current), and (vi) Independent Audit of the
NBN public policy process by Mr Bill Scales AO (current).
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MR DANBY: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 137 to 154)—On (a) how many occasions,

and (b) what date(s), has the Minister met with Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd chief executive
Mr Nick Di Girolamo, and can the Minister provide the nature of each meeting.
137 MR DANBY: To ask the Prime Minister.

140
142
145
153
154

MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General.
MR DANBY: To ask the Treasurer.
MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Education.
MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs.

14 May 2014
157 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Is it a fact that during the 2013 election campaign, the then Opposition Leader committed during a
leaders debate, that ‘no Medicare Locals would be shut down’.
Does the Government intend to retain the Lower Murray Medicare Local.
Is the Minister aware of the work of the Mildura band Lower Murray Medicare Local, which
includes: (a) development of a Regional Care Coordination model to address local service gaps in the
areas of autism and developmental disorders, movement disorders and pain management,
(b) provision of support to 327 consumers through the autism and developmental disorders regional
care coordination service, (c) development of a new pain management regional care coordination
service that has engaged a pain management specialist to move to the region and a pain management
coordinator to bring the service together, (d) provision of 24 additional supported Opioid
Replacement Therapy program places, and (e) delivery of over 6,800 mental health services and
13,724 allied health services.

26 May 2014
161 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

Has he sought advice on options for changing the regulation on the cap on hourly movements at
Sydney Airport.
Can he specifically advise on any options being considered to change the movement cap from the
current 80 movements an hour.

163 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Has he sought advice
on changing community consultation arrangements around any federally leased airports.

164 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Has the Western Australian Government lodged the Roe Highway Stage 8/Perth Freight Link project
to Infrastructure Australia, (a) if so, on what date was it submitted and what was the result of the
assessment of the project, and (b) if not, will it be required to be subject to assessment by
Infrastructure Australia before federal funds are committed to the project; if not, why not.
Has he seen the cost benefit analysis of the Roe Highway Stage 8 Project completed by the Western
Australian Government; if so, on what date.
How many vehicles will be removed from the surrounding road network by Roe Highway Stage 8,
and how was this number calculated.
What is the economic benefit of the Roe Highway Stage 8 project per dollar invested, and how was
this sum calculated.

165 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance—When Australian Hearing is
sold (as announced as a budget measure on 13 May 2014), what will the Government do to assist
financially the many young Australians (up to the age of 26 years) and their families currently receiving
support from Australian Hearing by way of hearing tests, school aids and batteries, and receiving access to
the latest hearing aid technology including updates, replacement and repairs, provided at no cost except for
a yearly card renewal subscription.

4

Unanswered questions

27 May 2014
167 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1)

Is he aware that one of the primary reasons for implementing the Exporter Supply Chain Assurance
System (ESCAS) was to prevent the sale of Australian sheep in unregulated livestock markets due to
the associated welfare repercussions; if so, why are Australian sheep still being sold in such markets
in Jordan.
(2) Since systemic breaches of the ESCAS in Jordan were first reported 12 months ago, what action has
his department taken to ensure that Australian sheep exporters are operating within approved supply
chains in Jordan.
170 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the Farm Finance Concessional Loans
Scheme, what sum has been issued (a) in total, and (b) to the cattle industry in the Mid-West and Gulf
Country of Northern Queensland.

171 MS HALL: To ask the Minister for Social Services—How many families in the electoral division of
Shortland will lose Family Tax Benefit B as a result of the 2014 budget.

3 June 2014
174 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the 16 international Tamil
organisations, including the Australian Tamil Congress (ATC), recently listed as terror groups by the
Sri Lankan Government, (a) why has the Australian Government not yet released a statement
(i) condemning this list, and (ii) representing the concerns of its Tamil population, (b) what is the
Australian Government doing to ensure that the (i) Australian Tamil community in Australia gains proper
and beneficial information about the actions of the Sri Lankan Government, and (ii) ATC does not
continue to be vilified by the Sri Lankan Government through its presence on the list, (c) why has the
Australian Government not acted more publically in stating that this list is not only contrary to future
reconciliation, but also goes against the basic democratic right of freedom of speech, and (d) has the
Australian Government analysed and scrutinised Sri Lanka’s justification for proscribing the ATC; if so,
can the Australian Government state its policy position on this matter.

4 June 2014
177 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will Acacia Gardens in the electoral
division of Greenway have access to the National Broadband Network.
178 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Education—Has the Government decided that from 2015,
answers to the NAPLAN exams will be submitted online; if so, (a) is the Government aware that many
public schools are currently unable to fulfil that policy decision due to the limited number of computers
available, (b) what is the Government’s plan to ensure that (i) all schools are able to submit NAPLAN
exams online, and (ii) the NAPLAN exam results of all students are treated fairly, (c) how does the
Government plan to provide enough resources to public schools to ensure that students attending public
schools are afforded the same opportunities as students attending private schools, and (d) if the
Government is unable to provide improved computer capacity to public schools, what advice will it offer
to reassure the parents of these students.

5 June 2014
179 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Will Australia participate in Expo Milano
2015.

180 MS CLAYDON: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will each of the following suburbs in the
electoral division of Newcastle be served by fibre-to-the-premises technology for the delivery of
high-speed broadband: (a) Adamstown, (b) Adamstown Heights, (c) Bar Beach, (d) Beresfield,
(e) Birmingham Gardens, (f) Black Hill, (g) Broadmeadow, (h) Callaghan, (i) Carrington, (j) Cooks Hill,
(k) Fern Bay, (l) Fullerton Cove, (m) Georgetown, (n) Hamilton, (o) Hamilton East, (p) Hamilton North,
(q) Hamilton South, (r) Heatherbrae, (s) Hexham, (t) Islington, (u) Jesmond, (v) Kooragang, (w) Kotara,
(x) Lambton, (y) Lenaghan, (z) Maryville, (aa) Mayfield, (ab) Mayfield East, (ac) Mayfield West,
(ad) Merewether, (ae) Merewether Heights, (af) New Lambton, (ag) New Lambton Heights,
(ah) Newcastle, (ai) Newcastle East, (aj) Newcastle West, (ak) North Lambton, (al) Raymond Terrace,
(am) Salt Ash, (an) Sandgate, (ao) Shortland, (ap) Stockton, (aq) Tarro, (ar) The Hill, (as) The Junction,
(at) Thornton, (au) Tighes Hill, (av) Tomago, (aw) Wallsend, (ax) Warabrook, (ay) Waratah,
(az) Waratah West, (ba) Wickham, (bb) Williamtown, (bc) Woodberry.
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181 MS CLAYDON: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will each of the following suburbs in the
electoral division of Newcastle have access to minimum broadband download speeds of
25mpbs: (a) Adamstown, (b) Adamstown Heights, (c) Bar Beach, (d) Beresfield, (e) Birmingham Gardens,
(f) Black Hill, (g) Broadmeadow, (h) Callaghan, (i) Carrington, (j) Cooks Hill, (k) Fern Bay,
(l) Fullerton Cove, (m) Georgetown, (n) Hamilton, (o) Hamilton East, (p) Hamilton North,
(q) Hamilton South, (r) Heatherbrae, (s) Hexham, (t) Islington, (u) Jesmond, (v) Kooragang, (w) Kotara,
(x) Lambton, (y) Lenaghan, (z) Maryville, (aa) Mayfield, (ab) Mayfield East, (ac) Mayfield West,
(ad) Merewether, (ae) Merewether Heights, (af) New Lambton, (ag) New Lambton Heights,
(ah) Newcastle, (ai) Newcastle East, (aj) Newcastle West, (ak) North Lambton, (al) Raymond Terrace,
(am) Salt Ash, (an) Sandgate, (ao) Shortland, (ap) Stockton, (aq) Tarro, (ar) The Hill, (as) The Junction,
(at) Thornton, (au) Tighes Hill, (av) Tomago, (aw) Wallsend, (ax) Warabrook, (ay) Waratah,
(az) Waratah West, (ba) Wickham, (bb) Williamtown, (bc) Woodberry.

182 MS CLAYDON: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Is it a fact that during the 2013 election campaign, the then Opposition Leader committed during a
leaders debate, that ‘no Medicare Locals would be shut down’.
Does the Government intend to retain the Hunter Medicare Local.
Is the Minister aware of the work of the Hunter Medicare Local, which includes: (a) delivery of the
General Practitioner Access After Hours Program which has delivered after hours care for the
Newcastle and Hunter communities for the last 10 years, (b) being a lead site for the Government’s
Personally Controlled Electronic Health Record initiative, (c) delivery of the Partners in Recovery
program with a consortium of local service providers to provide support and care to people residing
in the Hunter living with severe and persistent mental illness and complex needs, (d) improving
Aboriginal health outcomes through providing services such as Self-Identification, Cultural
Awareness Training and 715 Health Checks, and (e) providing a full suite of holistic health services
available to young people aged 12 to 25 through headspace Newcastle.

16 June 2014
184 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What measures are the Government taking to
support Mother Language Day on 21 February.

185 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Is there a requirement for a register of pecuniary interests for senior officers in the Minister’s
department who provide advice on Defence equipment purchases costing billions of dollars; if not,
why not.
Is there a record of what largesse is provided to senior Defence personnel by Defence contractors.
Are there any restrictions on Defence personnel who leave the services getting jobs with Defence
contractors, for whom they may have provided advice favouring that contractor’s product.
What arrangements exist to ensure probity in Defence equipment contracts and tendering.

186 MS A. E. BURKE: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)

(3)

Is it the Government’s intent to allow private industry to tender for the Primary Health Networks
(PHNs) that will replace the current 61 Medicare locals closing on 1 July 2015.
If private health insurers or equivalent organisations are successful in tendering to operate the new
PHNs, how will the Government ensure that (a) insured patients in networks operated by a private
insurer are not given preferential treatment to the advantage of private industry and the detriment of
vulnerable populations, and (b) uninsured patients will receive the services they require and are not
disadvantaged.
Will the Government be liaising with state health departments on the selection of PHNs, including
the number of PHNs and how the boundaries will be determined, particularly in Victoria.

187 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Further to the answer to
question in writing No. 133 (House Hansard, 4 June 2014, page 159), what action has his department
taken in response to Fair Work Building and Construction’s referral of this alleged abuse of 457 visas.

17 June 2014
188 MR KATTER: To ask the Treasurer—Can he provide assurances that rural and rural/remote local
governments will not be disadvantaged by the freeze on the Consumer Price Index for Financial Assistance
Grants.
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18 June 2014
189 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Why has the Coptic Orthodox Church of South
Australia not received $10,000 of Stream One funding from the Building Multicultural Communities
Program, and when will it receive this sum.

191 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance—What was the total cost of the
National Commission of Audit.

19 June 2014
192 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Treasurer—With the Government’s plans to increase the retirement age to
70 (as announced as a budget measure on 13 May 2014), what will the Government do to ensure that
workers who are made redundant over the age of 65 receive the same tax advantage as other workers
receiving an Eligible Termination Payment in the case of a genuine redundancy.

193 MR KATTER: To ask the Treasurer—Why will the Australian Securities and Investments Commission
(ASIC) not release to constituents in the electoral division of Kennedy, the full brief sent to ASIC’s legal
counsel and the counsel’s full memorandum of advice in respect of the South Johnstone Mill case.

195 MR FERGUSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—When a visa was issued to
Rana Tahir Javaid, brother of Rana Iftikhar Ahmad Khan (otherwise known as Muhammad Iftikhar), was
his department alerted to any pending warrants and/or court cases in Pakistan.

23 June 2014
196 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Are there any
Australian taxes and charges that impact on the significant disparity in airfares between Darwin and Dili
(costing $126 to Dili, and $58 from).

197 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—What current
discussions are occurring between the Australian and New South Wales governments over construction
plans that impact Windsor Bridge and Thompson Square, and what alternatives are being considered, if
any.

26 June 2014
198 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of Dr Tun Aung, has the Government
(a) made any representations on Dr Aung’s behalf in response to the call by the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar for Dr Aung to be granted presidential amnesty;
and (b) taken any other steps to support calls for his release.

199 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Treasurer—What sum of capital was transferred from (a) China and Hong Kong
to Australia, and (b) Australia to Hong Kong and China, in (i) 2011-12, and (ii) 2012-13.

200 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—Have any representations been
received concerning risks to Australia’s meat or live exports arising from the Government’s comments on
East Jerusalem.
201 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—How many cases of alleged dumping of overseas products
have been referred to the Anti-Dumping Commission, and of those, how many (a) have been investigated,
and (b) are under investigation.

8 July 2014
202 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will all of the areas within the suburb of
The Ponds in the electoral division of Greenway have access to the National Broadband Network.

203 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of his speech to the Sydney Institute on 11 June 2014 where
he criticised those Australians he regards as ‘leaners’, does he regard the following as ‘leaners’:
(a) pensioners, (b) people with disabilities, (c) the unemployed, (d) single parents, (e) students,
(f) stay-at-home parents, and (g) carers; if not, will he identify who in Australia is a ‘leaner’.

204 MR THOMSON: To ask the Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Further to
his answer to question in writing No. 114 (House Hansard, 19 June 2014, page 121), will the design of the
successful tenderer be subject to a full Environment Effects Statement process before it is signed off on.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 205 to 206)—In respect of (a) a media
report ‘Yarra Trams offers foreigners lucrative tram depot jobs’ by Annika Smethurst (Herald Sun,
25 June 2014, 9 pm), (b) Tech Staff’s online job advertisement in the United Kingdom for a Depot

Unanswered questions

7

Manager at Yarra Trams in Melbourne (http://jobview.monster.co.uk/Tram-Driver-Depot-Manager-JobMelbourne-VIC-AU-135756117.aspx?WT.mc_n=sk_feed_indeed_UK), and (c) the ‘Live in Victoria’
website which advertises employment opportunities to prospective overseas workers, (i) what checks and
balances does the Minister’s department undertake to ensure that Australian job opportunities and
vacancies are advertised and offered to Australians before they are advertised to overseas workers, and
(ii) will the Minister encourage these companies to advertise employment opportunities in Australia
instead of overseas given that unemployment in Australia remains at 5.8 per cent, or are there no suitable
Australians available for such employment opportunities.

205 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment.
206 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 207 to 208)—Will the cuts to the

Newstart Allowance, childcare rebates and Disability Support payments, and the introduction of a
General Practitioner $7 co-payment and the increased education costs for young people, combined with the
high skilled migration program, increase or decrease employment opportunities for Australians.

207 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment.
208 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
209 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)

(2)

(3)

Will he review Australia’s high skilled migration program of approximately 130,000, or around
70 per cent of Australia’s total migrant program, given approximately 719,000 Australians are
currently unemployed.
Will he review uncapped work visa programs given that at the end of March 2014 there were
1.5 million people on work visas in Australia, to assist young people, people with a disability, and
the long-term unemployed, find employment.
With Australia’s participation rate currently at an historic low of 64.7 per cent, will he review the
operation of both permanent and temporary migrant worker programs with a view to reducing them.

14 July 2014
210 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

Is it a fact that under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, any action
that has the potential to significantly impact a population of a threatened species must be referred to
his department for assessment.
Was the Victorian Department of Environment and Primary Industries’ burning in the
(a) Little Desert National Park, (b) Lower Glenelg National Park, (c) Cobboboonee National Park,
and (d) Rennick State Forest, in April 2014 referred to his department for assessment; if not, should
it have been, if so, what action will he take.
Did this burning program include 5000 hectares in the Rennick State Forest, which had a population
of 30 to 60 of the south eastern sub-species of the Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (Victoria’s 2006
Commonwealth Games emblem).
Is there agreement that no more than 15 per cent of the south-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo
stringybark habitat should be burnt within a ten year period.
Did the Victorian Government’s burning program mean that 27 per cent of the south eastern
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo habitat has now been burnt in the last ten years.

211 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)
(2)

Is the he aware of the ‘Save Our Shorebirds’ online petition.
What action is the Government taking to (a) establish a Wildlife Conservation Plan for Migratory
Shorebirds, and (b) develop a national wetlands policy that takes into account the cumulative effects
of multiple threats to Australia’s shorebirds.

212 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Are Australian companies still importing illegally logged timber from Indonesia despite the
enactment of the Illegal Logging Prohibition Bill 2012.
Is he aware of new research published in the journal Nature Climate Change, showing a greater rate
of deforestation of primary forests in Indonesia in the past 12 years.
What steps is the Government taking to ensure that Australian laws are being enforced to combat
illegal logging imports.
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213 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—What trade skill shortages currently exist within Australia.
214 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—How many apprentices completed their apprenticeship in
2013-14, and of those, how many secured work within their skill set on completion.

215 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—Since 7 September 2013, how many manufacturing jobs
have been lost.
216 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—Since 7 September 2013, how many (a)(i) small,
(ii) medium, and (iii) large, manufacturing businesses have closed, and (b) manufacturing businesses have
opened.

217 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—
(1)
(2)

Since 7 September 2014, how many food processing businesses have (a) closed, and (b) opened.
How many food processing businesses were operating in Australia as at 30 June 2014.

218 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—How many jobs in the renewable energy sector have been
lost since 7 September 2013.
219 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—How many manufacturing jobs are associated with
Australia’s renewable energy industry.

220 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—
(1)
(2)
(3)

How many automotive component supply firms closed since the announcement by Holden, Ford and
Toyota that they would cease production in Australia by 2017.
What will be the net effect on Australia’s balance of trade that results from the end of automotive
manufacturing in Australia.
What was the cost of the Productivity Commission’s inquiry into Australia’s Automotive
Manufacturing Industry, and on what date (a) was the report provided to the Government, and
(b) will the report be publicly released.

221 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—In respect of the reviews of the South Australian and
Victorian economies announced on 18 December 2013, (a) what was the cost, (b) why were no employee
representatives appointed to the review panels, and (c) were any of the members nominated by the
(i) South Australian Government, or (ii) Victorian Government; if so, what number(s).
222 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—In respect of payments made under the Tools For Your
Trade scheme in 2013-14, how many (a) were received by apprentices, and (b) were provided to each of
the different skills categories.
MS PARKE: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 223 to 224)—In respect of the view of the
world’s scientific community, including the Joint Science Academies, that if carbon emissions continue at
the current rate, global temperature will rise above 2 degrees Celsius (and likely as high as 4 degrees
Celsius) this century, (a) in what ways does Government policy (particularly environment and economic)
take this into account, and (b) what kind of economy is the Government positioning Australia for in a
world that is warmer by 2 to 4 degrees Celsius.

223 MS PARKE: To ask the Treasurer.
224 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for the Environment.
225 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of a recent media report ‘Hells Angels’ trucking
companies ripping off millions in fuel rebates’ by Noel Towell (The Age, 4 July 2014), (a) is he aware of
this report, (b) what action is the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) taking to recover money paid for
fictitious road haulage, (c) has the ATO referred, or does it intend to refer, evidence obtained on this issue
to the Director of Public Prosecutions for consideration, and (d) what is the Government doing to ensure
that diesel fuel rebate claims are legitimate.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 226 to 227)—
(1) What is the current number of unemployed persons who list accounting as their field of expertise.
(2) What information can the Minister provide concerning the level of (a) employment,
(b) under-employment, and (c) unemployment among recent accounting graduates.
(3) Is it correct that the Department of Employment wanted accounting to be removed from the list of ‘in
demand’ occupations for skilled migrants.
(4) Is it a fact that the Department of Employment believes there is a surplus of
accountants, deteriorating outcomes and relatively low pay rates for Bachelor of Accounting
graduates and weak employment outcomes for Master of Accounting graduates.
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Is the Minister aware of research by Professor Suzanne Ryan from Newcastle Business School, that
there is a ‘considerable surplus’ of international accounting graduates from Australian universities,
that international students who remain in Australia after they complete their course have
‘great trouble’ getting entry-level accounting jobs, and that the number of applicants per job is the
highest of any profession tracked by the Department of Employment.
Will the Minister review the Government’s decision to keep accounting on the list of ‘in demand’
occupations for skilled migrants.

226 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
227 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment.
228 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Which of the
following infrastructure projects were subject to a signed project agreement with the relevant state
government as at 11.59pm on 30 June 2014: (a) Westconnex Stage 1A, New South Wales (NSW),
(b) Westconnex Stage 1B, NSW, (c) Westconnex Stage 2, NSW, (d) Westconnex Stage 3, NSW,
(e) East-West Link Stage 1, Victoria, (f) East-West Link Stage 2, Victoria, (g) Toowoomba Second Range
Crossing, Queensland, (h) Cape York Regional Package, Queensland, (i) Bruce Highway Package,
Queensland, (j) Perth Freight Link/Roe 8, Western Australia, (k) North-South Road—Darlington
Interchange, South Australia, (l) Midland Highway, Tasmania, and (m) Northern Territory Roads Package,
Northern Territory; and for each, what was the (i) title, and (ii) date, of the signed project agreement.

229 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—What is the (a) name
of each project funded by, and (b) sum of funding allocated to, the Northern Territory Roads Package, and
has this program of projects been agreed to by the Northern Territory Government.
MR O'CONNOR: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 230 to 231)—
(1) How many contracts are covered by the Commonwealth Cleaning Services Guidelines 2012, and on
what date does each contract expire.
(2) How many cleaners on current contracts are covered by the Commonwealth Cleaning Services
Guidelines 2012.
(3) What is the process for transitioning workers away from the revoked Commonwealth Cleaning
Services Guidelines 2012.

230 MR O'CONNOR: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment.
231 MR O'CONNOR: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance.
232 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Assistant Treasurer—
(1)
(2)

What action will the Minister take to ensure that outstanding superannuation entitlements are paid to
employees of the failed company Lygon Distributors Pty Ltd.
Will the Australian Securities and Investments Commission investigate allegations by the liquidator
of Lygon Distributors Pty Ltd, Bolwell Kelson Advisory, that a director may have traded this
company while insolvent.

15 July 2014
233 MS BIRD: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of Transport New
South Wales’ design work for the future construction of the Maldon to Dombarton Rail Link, (a) what
progress has been made, (b) what is the completion date, and (c) when will the associated reports be
publicly available.
234 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of Stream 1 funding for the Building
Multicultural Communities Program, (a) what was the (i) total number of applicants, and (ii) name of each
applicant, (b) what was the (i) total number of successful applicants, and (ii) name, (iii) location, and
(iv) electorate, of each successful applicant, (c) what sum of funding did each successful applicant receive,
and for what purpose, and (d) what total number of applicants are awaiting funding, and what is the name
of each applicant awaiting funding.

235 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of Stream 2 funding for the Building
Multicultural Communities Program, (a) what was the (i) total number of applicants, and (ii) name of each
applicant, (b) what was the (i) total number of successful applicants, and (ii) name, (iii) location, and
(iv) electorate, of each successful applicant, (c) what sum of funding did each successful applicant receive,
and for what purpose, and (d) what total number of applicants are awaiting funding, and what is the name
of each applicant awaiting funding.
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236 MS COLLINS: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the freeze
on indexation to Financial Assistance Grants resulting in an estimated total loss of $925 million in council
funding, (a) is he aware of comments made by the President of the Municipal Association of Victoria,
Councillor Bill McArthur, that these cuts will create a ‘black hole’ in Victorian council budgets, primarily
in rural communities, (b) can he advise what services local councils should cut to recover this loss of
funding, (c) is it a fact that rural, remote and Indigenous councils will at the same time incur rising diesel
costs, as claimed by the Chief Executive of the Local Government Association Queensland,
Mr Greg Hallam, and (d) did he ask his department to undertake a regional impact study to assess the
impact on rural and regional councils; if not, why not.

237 MS COLLINS: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the
$3.5 million of funding for the Armidale Regional Airport upgrade, (a) can he (i) explain, and (ii) provide,
his correspondence with the Department of Finance on this matter, and (b) was any analysis undertaken to
assess the need for this upgrade; if not, why not; if so, can he provide it.

16 July 2014
238 MR A. S. BURKE: To ask the Prime Minister—What is the amount of deregulatory savings achieved as a
result of the measures in the 2014-15 budget.

239 MR A. S. BURKE: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance—In respect of the Housing
and Hearing Taskforce, (a) when was it set up, (b) what activities is it undertaking, and (c) in respect of
staffing, (i) what is the total number, (ii) what is the breakdown (by work level), and (iii) are any external.

17 July 2014
240 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—In respect of civilian staff
in the Minister's department (including the Defence Materiel Organisation) as at 30 June 2014, (a) what
was the (i) headcount, and (ii) breakdown of the headcount, by division, and (b) how many were (i) on
fixed term contracts, (ii) part-time, (iii) based in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT), and (iv) based
outside the ACT, and where.

241 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—For each electoral division
from 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014, and as contained in the Defence Expenditure by Electorate year to date
first quarter for 2013-14 within the Chief Finance Officer Group, what was the financial expenditure for
(a) Military Employee Expenses, (b) Civilian Employee Expenses, (c) Facilities—Capital, (d) Facilities—
Operating, (e) Grants, (f) Major Capital Equipment, and (g) Supplier Expenses.

242 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—For each electoral division
as at 30 June 2014, and as contained in the final pay figures for the final quarter for 2013-14 within the
Defence People Group of the Minister’s department, what was the (a) personnel headcount for (i) the
Navy, (ii) the Army, (iii) the Air Force, (iv) civilians, and (v) Reserves, and (b) number of civilians (i) on
fixed-term contracts, and (ii) employed part-time.

243 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Can he provide a full list of details in respect of
the letter of offer to (a) 337 Stream 1, and (b) 133 Stream 2, applicants, for funding under the Building
Multicultural Communities Program, including the (i) name, (ii) location, and (iii) electoral division, of
each applicant, and the (iv) sum offered, and (v) purpose of funding.

244 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Is it a fact that 66 organisations were offered
both Stream 1 and Stream 2 funding under the Building Multicultural Communities Program; if so, can he
provide a full list of details on each applicant, including their (a) name, (b) location, and (c) electoral
division, and the (d) sum offered, and (e) purpose of funding.

245 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Is it a fact that on 27 February 2014 only two
organisations had completed the execution of the funding agreement for Stream 2 of the Building
Multicultural Communities Program; if so, which two, and on what date was their paper work received by
his department.
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246 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

Has his department prepared a reply to my letter to the Senator for New South Wales dated 1 April
2014 in respect of funding under the Building Multicultural Communities Program for (a) the Islamic
Centre of Newcastle, and (b) Northern Settlement Services; if so, when was it (i) drafted, and
(ii) sent; if not, why not.
(2) In respect of Stream 1 of the Building Multicultural Communities Program, has (a) the Islamic
Centre of Newcastle now received its grant of $9,722.00, and (b) Northern Settlement Services
received its grant of $7,600.00; if so, on what date; if not, why not.
247 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—When will he provide the list of all
organisations that would (a) receive, and (b) not receive, funding (including the amount for (a)) under the
Building Multicultural Communities Program, as requested by me at a private briefing by his department
on 11 February 2014.
DR SOUTHCOTT: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 248 to 249)—Under Medicare in
(a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, and (c) 2013-14, what number of (i) patients received cataract surgery, and what
was the cataract surgery rate, (ii) Indigenous patients received cataract surgery, and what was the cataract
surgery rate, (iii) patients were on a waiting list for elective cataract surgery for more than 90 days, and
what proportion (as a percentage), (iv) Indigenous patients were on a waiting list for elective cataract
surgery for more than 90 days, and what proportion (as a percentage), (v) people with diabetes had a
retinal examination within the previous 24 months, and what proportion (as a percentage), (vi) Indigenous
patients with diabetes had a retinal examination within the previous 12 months, what proportion (as a
percentage), (vii) patients with diabetes received laser treatment for diabetic retinopathy, and what
proportion (as a percentage), (viii) number of Indigenous patients with diabetes received laser treatment
for diabetic retinopathy, and what proportion (as a percentage), (ix) patients had an eye examination, and
what proportion (as a percentage), and (x) Indigenous patients had an eye examination, and what
proportion (as a percentage).

248 DR SOUTHCOTT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services.
249 DR SOUTHCOTT: To ask the Minister for Health.
250 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—
(1)

What sum was saved in awarding the tender for fawn and black industrial footwear to the winning
bidder over Rossi Boots.
(2) Was there any scope within the procurement rules to have considered the economic benefits from a
locally manufactured product; if so, what weighting or consideration, if any, was applied.
251 MS RYAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1) What sum of recurrent funding will be provided to the Catherine McAuley Rehabilitation Centre.
(2) How does this sum compare with past funding of the facility.
(3) Does he know how many beds will close due to the funding uncertainty of this facility.
(4) Can he guarantee that the facility will not close.
(5) Does he expect job losses because of funding uncertainty; if so, can he advise how many doctors,
nurses and other hospital staff will lose their jobs.
(6) Is he aware that this facility services one of the fastest growing communities across Australia with a
current population of over 200,000.

252 MS RYAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Is it a fact that during the 2013 election campaign, the then Opposition Leader committed during a
leaders debate, that ‘no Medicare Locals would be shut down’.
Does the Government intend to retain the South Western Melbourne Medicare Local.
Is he aware of the work of the South Western Melbourne Medicare Local, which includes
(a) supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with chronic disease, (b) implementing
the Medicare Local After Hours program, (c) assisting healthcare professionals and the community
for eHealth readiness, (d) working with local hospitals, private allied health, community health and
other organisations providing mental health services, to improve access to and communication
between healthcare professionals, (e) supporting clinicians and their teams through training,
education and access to resources, and (f) partnering with the Department of Health, neighbouring
Medicare Locals and specialised refugee services to ensure a coordinated approach to primary
medical and other care for refugees settling across the region.
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(4)

Can he guarantee that no jobs will be lost at the South Western Melbourne Medicare Local as a result
of decisions made by the Government.

253 MS RYAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)

(2)

(3)

Is he aware that in the electoral division of Lalor there is a General Practitioner bulk billing rate of
93.5 per cent, and that Lalor families access bulk billing services more than 1.5 million times each
year.
Can he advise if the Government has a figure, or an estimated figure, for what the additional out of
pocket costs to residents in Lalor will be as a result of the additional co-payments announced in the
2014-15 budget.
Can he guarantee that the General Practitioner bulk billing rate will not fall during his term in
Government.

D. R. ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

