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QUESTIONS IN WRITING
On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered
questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper.

13 May 2014
MR DANBY: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 137 to 154)—On (a) how many occasions,

and (b) what date(s), has the Minister met with Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd chief executive
Mr Nick Di Girolamo, and can the Minister provide the nature of each meeting.
140 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General.

154 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs.

26 August 2014
264 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

How many applicants responded to the call for Expressions of Interest for the G20 Volunteer
Program announced in April 2014, and of these, how many were of a suitable calibre to progress to
the second round short-list of potential volunteers.
What, if any, (a) stipends, (b) reimbursements, or (c) entitlements will be offered to the volunteers
who are successful in being selected for the program (for example, meal allowances, transport and
parking costs, accommodation).
What is the expected duration of daily volunteer shifts during the G20 summit.
What are the (a) minimum, and (b) maximum number of hours that an individual volunteer will be
permitted to work on any given day of the G20 summit.

3 September 2014
401 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the business delegation to China in April 2014,
(a) what was the total cost of travel and hospitality, (b) who was in attendance, and (c) who paid.

22 September 2014
MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 432 to 449)—In respect of departmental

staff overseas travel since 7 September 2013, what (a) was the total cost, (b) is the breakdown of this cost
ie, airfares, accommodation, hospitality, official passports and minor incidentals, and (c) was the travel for.

432 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.
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30 September 2014
483 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—How many staff have been made redundant (both voluntarily and
involuntarily) from the Australian Public Service since 7 September 2013, and what is the breakdown of
these redundancies by department/agency.

1 October 2014
488 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—How many public servants were employed per capita in the
Australian Public Service in (a) 2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2008-09, (d) 2009-10, (e) 2010-11, (f) 2011-12,
(g) 2012-13, and (h) 2013-14.

21 October 2014
MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 502 to 519)—Since 7 September 2013 to

30 June 2014, what training has been provided for (a) Executive, and (b) Senior Executive Service, level
departmental officials, and what (i) total sum has the Minister’s department spent, and (ii) is the
breakdown in cost, for such training.

502 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.
545 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Prime Minister—Does he stand by his statement on 28 August 2013 to
(a) contribute $16 million towards a $66 million upgrade of the Cadbury Visitor Centre in Claremont,
Tasmania, to (i) boost innovation, (ii) support growth in local manufacturing jobs, and (iii) expand
tourism, (b) help create 200 new jobs and 120 indirect jobs by 2017, and (c) help secure 600 existing direct
jobs and 340 existing indirect jobs.

14 November 2014
573 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Treasurer—Have any of the 61 recommendations in the Senate Economics
References Committee’s final report ‘The Performance of the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission’ (26 June 2014) been adopted by the Government; if so, which ones, and why; if not, why
not.
616 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—How many personal staff are currently employed in the
Assistant Treasurer’s office, and (a) what is the classification (under the Members of Parliament (Staff) Act
1984) of each, (b) how many are based in (i) Sydney, (ii) Canberra, or (iii) elsewhere, and (c) on what
date(s) (if any) did these staff travel to Canberra to meet with the former Acting Assistant Treasurer.

617 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—Since 19 March 2014, on what dates did the former
Acting Assistant Treasurer meet with staff in the Assistant Treasurer’s Sydney office.

621 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—Since 19 March 2014, how many departmental
submissions (a) did the former Acting Assistant Treasurer sign, and (b) did staff in the office of the
Assistant Treasurer sign on behalf of the former Acting Assistant Treasurer, and of these, how many were
briefs for (i) decisions, and (ii) information.

4 December 2014
680 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Assistant Minister for Education and Training—
(1)

(2)
(3)

Will the Government immediately review the changes to the Community Support Programme,
announced in the 2014-15 budget, which will cut funding to valuable fundamental family day care
services.
Will the Minister acknowledge that family day care services significantly rely on this funding to
provide affordable fees and services to families living in rural and regional Australia.
Will the Minister acknowledge that if the proposed eligibility criterion is enforced there will be
increased fees, with facilities facing closure and in turn, parents not having the capacity to remain in
the workforce and meet the repayments on their home.

9 February 2015
688 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, was a (a) discussion paper,
(b) options paper, or (c) list of proposals, provided to stakeholders participating in this consultation
process; if so, will he provide a copy.

Unanswered questions
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689 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, did his office or his department
receive any written submissions from stakeholders participating in consultation on this matter; if so, will
he provide a copy.

690 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, since then, has he consulted with
stakeholders regarding this matter; if so (a) which stakeholders, (b) on what date(s), (c) in what form were
the consultations (ie, in person, in writing, by phone, etc), and if in person, where, and (d) did staff from
his office or staff from his department (i) take file notes during these consultations, and (ii) produce file
notes or summary commentary subsequent to these consultations; if so, will he provide copies.

691 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1)

(2)

In respect of my Freedom of Information (FOI) request (2014/15-23), (a) why did his Chief of Staff
(i) accept, in a telephone conversation with his department on 4 November 2014 (see email file note
sent from Catherine Smith to Lauren Johnson and others at 9.09 am on 5 November 2014), transfer
of my request to his office only to order his department not to proceed with the transfer two days
later, and (ii) order his department not to proceed with the transfer, contrary to his obligations under
the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (see email from Di Hallam to his department at 1.25 pm on
6 November 2014), (b) when did he first become aware of the decision not to proceed with the
transfer, and did his Chief of Staff discuss this decision with him first, (c) is he trying to avoid
scrutiny of his claim that the House Hansard for 20 October 2014 was altered without his authority
and knowledge; if so, why, and (d) why did he provide conflicting information to me on the transfer
and attempt to conceal his Chief of Staff’s order not to proceed with the transfer.
In respect of Senator Heffernan’s remarks that he had ‘just spoken with the minister’s office’
(Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee, Estimates, 20 November
2014, page 81) about my request, (a) does he realise that disclosing personal information to
Senator Heffernan concerning my request may not be consistent with the Privacy Act 1988, and
(b) in processing FOI requests, does he give consideration to the identity of an applicant and/or their
motives; if so, (i) why, and (ii) is he handling my request in the way that he is because I am an
Opposition Shadow Minister.

692 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

How many immigration detention centres does Australia have, and where is each one located.
How many people are currently in (a) each detention centre, and (b) community detention.
Of those currently in a detention centre, what is the (a) longest period, and (b) average length, of time
spent in detention.
What is the total cost per annum of administering the detention centres.
What action is the Government taking to resolve cases of people in detention to have them released
into the community, or returned to their country of origin.

695 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

What sum has the Government spent on rail infrastructure since 1 July 2009.
What is the projected expenditure for all rail programs in 2014-15.

698 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Communications—
(1)
(2)

When will digital radio be available for residents in the electoral division of Indi.
Are there technical, regulatory, commercial or economic reasons why digital radio is not currently
available to Indi residents; if so, (i) what are the reasons, and (ii) how does the Government intend to
deal with them.

705 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Special Minister of State—For each Ministerial office
since 7 September 2013, excluding payments associated with the change of Government, (a) what is the
total cost of separation payments to Ministerial staff, and (b) how many Ministerial staff have (i) resigned,
and (ii) been made redundant.
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706 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Special Minister of State—
(1)

(2)
(3)

As a result of changes to the Ministry announced on 21 December 2014, how many Ministerial staff
had their employment terminated, and of those, (a) what is the (i) date of termination for each
employee, and (ii) total cost of separation payments (as a lump sum), and (b) how many were
subsequently re-employed.
Of those subsequently re-employed, what was the commencement date of re-employment for each
employee.
If the date of termination for any staff member falls outside of the normal notice period for Members
of Parliament (Staff) employees, what is the (i) reason for this extension, and (ii) total cost for all
such extensions.

707 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Is he aware of statistics concerning migration to Australia released by the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development in December 2014, and reported by Sarah Whyte in ‘Indian citizens
head immigration queue for Australia’ (The Sydney Morning Herald, 6 December 2014).
Is it a fact that 62,700 people whose temporary visas had expired or been cancelled are living
illegally in Australia; if not, what is the correct figure.
Does his department have sufficient resources to locate and deport visa over-stayers; if so, what
action is it taking to do so.
Is he aware that in October 2014 the Fair Work Ombudsman estimated that over 20,000 workers in
Australia on a 457 visa had ‘gone missing’; if so, what action has his department taken to locate
these missing temporary entrants, and what success has it had.

10 February 2015
708 MS OWENS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What are the names of the organisations in the
electoral division of Parramatta that have been successful in receiving grants this Parliament, and of these,
(a) what is the total sum of (i) all grants, and (ii) each individual grant, (b) what is the purpose for which
each grant was awarded, (c) on what date was each grant awarded, (d) which grants have led to funding
agreements, and (e) for which grants have payments been received.

709 MS OWENS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—How many grant applications has his department
received from organisations in the electoral division of Parramatta this Parliament that have been denied or
not yet approved, and of these (a) what are the names of the organisations that applied, (b) what sum is
each grant application, and (c) what is the purpose for which each grant was sought.

710 MS OWENS: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What are the names of the organisations in the
electoral division of Parramatta that were awarded grants by the Department of Families, Housing,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs in the 43rd Parliament, and of these, (a) what was the purpose
for which each grant was awarded, (b) what was the total sum of each grant, and (c) on what date was each
grant awarded.

711 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the raid on the Serana (WA)
Pty Ltd premises on 11 December 2013, (a) how many officers attended the raid, (b) how many officers
were sent to Western Australia from other states for the raid, and (c) how many Western Australian based
officers attended the raid.

712 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the investigation into Serana (WA)
Pty Ltd (Serana), (a) on what date did the investigation, which resulted in the raid on the Serana premises
on 11 December 2013, commence, and (b) how many return flights from the eastern states to Western
Australia were made over the course of the investigation.

713 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Is the investigation into Serana (WA) Pty Ltd
ongoing given the company is no longer operating.

11 February 2015
714 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of his answer to question in writing
No. 492 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, pages 165-6), (a) why did it take two months to test the
labelled and unlabelled serum to determine its provenance, and (b) given his department’s concern that the
serum was likely to pose a threat to Australia’s biosecurity, why was independent verification of the
provenance not a priority.

Unanswered questions
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715 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of his answer to question in writing
No. 497 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, page 166) in which it was said that Mr Andrew Baxter was a
Regional Investigations Manager within the Central East Region, (a) why was he given responsibility for
an investigation into a Western Australian company operating in Western Australia, (b) prior to launching
the raid on Serana (WA) Pty Ltd on 11 December 2014, what discussion did Mr Baxter have with
Western Australian officers who had recently completed a successful audit at the Bunbury laboratory, and
(c) why were officers flown over from the eastern states to undertake the raid, rather than using local
officers.
716 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of his answer to question in writing
No. 499 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, pages 166-7) highlighting that parts (1) and (2) of that
question sought information about knowledge of his Ministerial office, not knowledge of his department,
(a) how many representations have been made to his office regarding the handling of the Serana (WA)
Pty Ltd investigation by his department, and (b) on what date was the first representation made to his
office.

717 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

(3)

What infrastructure proposals were evaluated by Infrastructure Australia in the December 2014
quarter.
For each proposal evaluated in the December 2014 quarter, (a) what is its name, (b) is it for a
transport, energy, water or communications project, (c) is it classified as ‘investment in, or
enhancement to, nationally significant infrastructure’, (d) to what states and/or territories does it
relate, (e) which state or territory government lodged it; if neither, who lodged it, (f) what is its
capital value, (g) what sum of Commonwealth funding is sought, and (h) is there an Infrastructure
Australia assessed benefit-cost ratio; if so, what is it.
Why has a summary of each infrastructure proposal evaluated by Infrastructure Australia in the
December 2014 quarter not been published on the Infrastructure Australia website, as required by
section 5A(4) of the Infrastructure Australia Act 2008.

718 MR BOWEN: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the Prime Minister’s Business Advisory Council,
established on 4 December 2013, (a) on what dates has it met, (b) in which cities has it met, (c) which
members were in attendance at each meeting, (d) at which of these meetings, if any, (i) was he in
attendance (in person), and (ii) were other Ministers in attendance, (e) what sum has been spent on
establishing and running the Council, and (f) how many formal reports has it produced.

719 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of his announcement at Adelaide-based
shipbuilders ASC in Adelaide on 10 February 2015, did he, any Federal Members or Senators, or any other
person travel from Canberra to Adelaide by Special Purpose Aircraft; if so, (a) who, and (b) what was the
total cost of the travel for him and any other persons who accompanied him on the return trip.

12 February 2015
720 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Defence—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Which Members and Senators accompanied him to South Australia for the announcement regarding
submarines on 10 February 2015.
Were any Members and Senators (including himself) accompanied by staff members; if so, how
many.
What was the total cost of travel between Canberra and South Australia for all Members and
Senators (including himself) and staff.
Did any of these Members and Senators (including himself) or staff travel business class; if so, how
many.
What was the cost of Comcars for all travel to and from South Australia for this event, including
Comcars taken to and from the (a) airport, and (b) announcement.
Did any of these Members and Senators (including himself) or staff claim travel allowance during
their travel for this announcement; if so, (a) who, and (b) what total sum.
Were any Cabcharge cards used by any Members or Senators (including himself) or staff throughout
the duration of travel for this announcement; if so, (a) for what trips, and (b) at what total sum.
Were any other minor travel expenses claimed by any Members or Senators (including himself) or
staff throughout the duration of travel for this announcement; if so, (a) for what expenses, and (b) at
what total sum.
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23 February 2015
722 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Has Mr Philip Moss concluded
his inquiry into child abuse at the Nauru detention centre; if so, when will his report be made public.
723 MS HALL: To ask the Minister for Industry and Science—
(1) Is the Government monitoring the seismic testing that is taking place on the coast of the electoral
division of Shortland as a precursor to coal seam gas extraction.
(2) Is a study being undertaken by the Government on the impact of seismic testing on fish, sea grass
and other marine life; if so, could he release the results; if not, why not.
724 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the Government’s announcement on
11 February 2015 that the screening threshold for foreign land will be reduced, will this measure apply
equally to purchases from countries that have a free trade agreement with Australia.

725 MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer—Further to his answer to question in writing No. 419
(House Hansard, 9 February 2015, page 161), what organisation received the grant, and for what purpose.

24 February 2015
726 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—For what purpose did his
department sign contract CN2857782 with Woolcott Research for $28,380.

25 February 2015
727 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—Given the increasing body of research that
indicates the critical role played by dingoes in supressing feral cats and foxes, can he indicate when he will
list (a) the dingo as a threatened species, or (b) critical populations/habitats of dingoes, and/or (c) develop
a national dingo conservation strategy, to help protect this Australian predator and mitigate threatening
processes.
728 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—Given the listing under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 of ‘Land Clearance’ as a key threatening process, can
he indicate when he will move to list under the Act, recognised endemic Threatened Ecological
Communities currently listed under New South Wales (NSW) law, thereby conveying Commonwealth
protection given the NSW Government plans to seriously weaken vegetation clearance laws in that state.

729 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Can he explain why I have not received replies to
two letters I have written to his department, one dated 8 August 2014 seeking progress on the investigation
into the actions of departmental officers and employees of Wellard Rural Exports Pty Ltd in respect of its
handling of a shipment of Australian sheep to Pakistan, and another dated 6 January 2015 asking if charges
in respect of this matter will be laid.

26 February 2015
730 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Health—Since August 2013, what proportion (as a percentage) of
general practitioner services in the electoral division of Brand were bulk billed each quarter.

731 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Health—Since August 2013, how many prescriptions in the electoral
division of Brand were subsidised each quarter under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme for
(a) concessional patients, and (b) non-concessional or general patients.

732 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—What number of university applicants were
from the electoral division of Brand in the calendar years (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015.
733 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Communications—For the electoral division Brand, can he provide
(a) a list of the suburbs/towns/developments which have access to the National Broadband Network
(NBN), (b) the number of premises which have access to the NBN, broken down by access technology,
(c) the number of active users on the NBN, broken down by access technology, and (d) the Access Virtual
Circuit profile of active users connected to the fibre network.

734 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Small Business—
(1)

Between 1 July 2012 and 31 December 2013, how many people in the electoral division of Brand
claimed the instant asset write-off of up to $6,500 for small businesses.
(2) In that period, what was the dollar benefit to those small businesses.
736 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Social Services—What is the Government doing to minimise the
impact of its changes to the Age Pension in 2014-15, on the 21,300 pensioners in the electoral division of
Brand.
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737 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—What is the breakdown of the $171.5 million import
clearance in Figure 2 on page 12 of his department’s 2013-14 annual report.
738 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Are there any foreign certification or inspection
arrangements other than, and similar to, the foreign government certification arrangements with Thailand,
France and Canada; if so, what are they.

739 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—What proportion (as a percentage) of all food imports
are (a) inspected, and (b) tested.

740 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Government’s budgetary cuts to
funding for community based and youth programs, (a) how many organisations providing these services in
the electoral division of Richmond will have their funding cut, (b) what are the names of these
organisations, (c) what programs will be reduced or cut because of these funding cuts, and (d) what total
sum of funding will be cut.

741 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Government’s budgetary cuts to
funding for community based and youth programs, (a) can he outline the exact funding cuts to programs
delivered by the (i) Byron Youth Service, and (ii) Byron Community Centre, and (b) how will these
services now be provided.

742 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Indigenous Affairs—In respect of the
Government’s $534.4 million cut to the Indigenous Affairs portfolio as outlined in the 2014-15 budget,
(a) what (i) are the names, and (ii) is the total number, of local organisations within the electoral division
of Richmond that are adversely affected, and (b) how will these services now be provided.

743 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Government’s budgetary cuts to
funding for community based and youth programs, (a) can he outline the exact funding cuts to programs
delivered by the Family Centre in Tweed Heads, and (b) how will these services now be provided.

3 March 2015
744 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Small Business—In respect of fuel price regulation, (a) what
arrangements are in place for when the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s (ACCC’s)
Oilcode regulations cease on 1 April 2017, (b) have the Oilcode regulations resulted in a reduction of
disparate fuel pricing between regional/rural and urban areas, (c) is the Government considering other
plans to reduce fuel price asymmetry between regional/rural and urban areas; if so, can he outline
them, (d) is the Government seeking to legislate in the area of fuel terminal gate pricing or have this
remain within the legislative realm of the states and territories; if the former, will the Government consider
implementing fuel terminal gate pricing (or a similar scheme), and (e) how will the ACCC better monitor
fuel pricing (in accordance with his recent statement), and will this include the ability to stop higher
pricing in rural/regional areas.

745 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

What is the Government’s plan post-June 2015 for the delivery of Commonwealth Financial
Counselling (CFC) services in the electoral division of Indi given the reduction of staff, trust and
networks.
What CFC services arrangements exist in the electoral division of Indi, including the (a) total sum of
funding, (b) organisation(s) responsible for delivering the services, and (c) local government areas
that are covered.
How many agencies providing CFC services in the electoral division of Indi followed Government
instructions to finalise their staff by 28 February 2015 due to cessation of funding, and how many
staff were affected.
How many agencies providing CFC services in the electoral division of Indi took up the four month
extension of funding granted in February 2015, and how will the Government communicate the
availability of services during this four month extension period to service providers, local
government and individuals.
Has the Government extended the catchment area for CFC services in the electoral division of Indi
without increasing the funding; if so, what checks and balances for quality control have been
implemented to ensure quality service across the catchment.
What criteria will the Government use to measure the outcomes of CFC services in the electoral
division of Indi, and how will the outcomes be communicated to stakeholders.
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5 March 2015
747 MR CONROY: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—In respect of the $196,000 tender to the Sofitel Brisbane
(CN2797262), (a) what event is to be conducted at this hotel, (b) when and where will this event take
place, and (c) what is the full itinerary for the event.

748 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1)

(2)

What import restrictions has the Russian Federation imposed on all categories of Australian beef
exports on the basis of (a) quarantine, and/or (b) general sections, and are these import restrictions
imposed on New Zealand beef exports.
What representations has the Government made in order to lift Australian beef export restrictions
imposed by the Russian Federation.

17 March 2015
749 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)
(2)

Is it a fact that letters written by Mr Julian Burnside AO QC to asylum seekers detained on Nauru
have been returned unopened; if so, why.
Have all child detainees on Christmas Island been released into the community as promised by the
previous Minister for Immigration; if not, how many remain in detention, and when will they be
released.

750 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry and Science—How many times has the International Trade
Remedies Forum met since 25 March 2013, and on what date(s).

751 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Why has his department commissioned ORIMA Research to review the efficacy of airport
community consultative arrangements.
What is his department’s budget for this research.
What sum has his department spent to date on this research.

25 March 2015
752 MS KING: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of the Prime Minister’s announcement on 12 March
2015 of funding for the Wimmera Cancer Centre Project Horsham, (a) via what program is this project
being funded, (b) will any existing programs be impacted by this decision, (c) was a funding application
for this project received by her department; if so, (i) when, and (ii) what assessment of this application was
undertaken, (d) does this commitment have an expiration date; if so, when, and (e) what other funding is
this commitment contingent upon.

753 MR PERRETT: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)
(2)

When will the National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) tax certificates be issued for 2013-14.
Will his department inform the Australian Taxation Office of the delay in his department issuing
NRAS tax certificates so that tax penalties will not be imposed on those participants in the NRAS
who have been unable to lodge their tax returns by the due date.

754 MR CLARE: To ask the Minister for Communications—
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Is the Government aware that as Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) contracts wind down for the
National Broadband Network (NBN), demand is decreasing for workers skilled at the last mile from
pillar to home and workers are losing their jobs.
What is the Government doing to help NBN workers who are losing their jobs.
Can he indicate (a) the changing workforce demand arising from the shift to the Multi-Technology
Mix (MTM), and (b) what the Government is doing to manage this changing workforce demand.
In respect of the Commonwealth’s agreement with Telstra in December 2014 to revise the
$100 million Retraining Funding Deed, are there provisions in the revised deed that deal with
changing workforce demand arising from the shift to the MTM; if so, (a) what are they, and (b) do
they cover copper to optic joiners.
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26 March 2015
755 MR CHAMPION: To ask the Prime Minister—What is the source of the Prime Minister’s statement made
in the House that ‘Commonwealth funding to public hospitals in New South Wales goes up eight per cent,
10 per cent, 10 per cent, and eight per cent.’ (House Hansard, ‘Questions without notice: Additional
answers’, 24 March 2015, page 34).

756 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister for Sport—
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

Could she contact the National Rugby League (NRL) regarding the most dangerous development in
the game where a player was allowed to be spear tackled, clearly visible on video replay, and not
punished.
Is she aware that this (a) was a third time attack and made with the intent of seriously harming a
leading play maker, Mr Jonathon Thurston, where the perpetrator put his right arm under the chest of
Mr Thurston and his left elbow upon the back of Mr Thurston’s neck, and (b) was an attack with the
intent to ensure that Mr Thurston’s head and neck would take the full impact of the spear tackle.
Is she aware that two years ago a player had his back broken (albeit unintentionally) in a similar
tackle and has been crippled for life.
Is she aware that in Mr Thurston’s case this tackle was done with aforethought and intent and that
this same player earlier in the game had shoulder charged Mr Thurston a good second after he had
passed the ball (illegal) and earlier still, had bashed Mr Thurston’s face into the ground with such
force that he could not see out of that eye for the rest of the game.
Is it the responsibility of the Minister for Sport to ensure ‘the game’ and the competition are played
in a right and proper manner which is beneficial to the sport and the Australian community and does
not endanger the sport or the individual.
Given that no one’s interest is served by thuggery, brutality and blatant danger to life and limb, could
she ensure that the judiciary and/or the NRL reply to her satisfaction and that of the Government and
the Australian people.

D. R. ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

