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31 August 2016
1 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

Is it a fact that AusAid donated $5.7 million to World Vision for activities in Palestinian Territories.
Was the Hamas military organisation classified by the Commonwealth Parliament, at the
recommendation of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security, as a terrorist
organisation.
Is it a fact that World Vision Gaza official Mohammed El Halabi has confessed to diverting
60 per cent of foreign donations to Hamas; if so, did the Australian Government have intelligence on
this.
What sum of Australian tax payer funds does she estimate were misused to assist Hamas and does
she have plans to recover some or all of these funds from World Vision.
What communication has there been between the Australian Government, the Israeli Government
and World Vision in Gaza to prevent the misuse of funds in the future.
What procedural policies have been employed to prevent the misuse of funds in the future.

2 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Did her department know of Mr Zulfikar Mohamad Shariff’s activities in Australia, and that he is
purported to be a member of Hizb ut-Tahrir; if so, why did the Australian Government not act.
Does the Australian Government consider Hizb ut-Tahrir to be a terrorist organisation; if not, does
the Australian Government realise that the Singaporean Government does.
Has the Australian Government made representations on Mr Shariff’s behalf.

1 September 2016
3 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $3 million to construct an Airport Boulevard at Ballina, will these funds
be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which funding program will they come, and (b) what
additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the funding recipient for them to receive the
funding.

2

Unanswered questions
4 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $2.7 million for the Tweed, Ballina and Byron shire councils to undertake
priority local road upgrades, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which
funding program will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the
funding recipient for them to receive the funding.

5 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $1 million to upgrade the Salt Surf Lifesaving Club’s
facilities at Casuarina, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which funding
program will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the funding
recipient for them to receive the funding.

6 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $65,000 for a full fit-out of the change rooms at the Ballina
Bombers Australian Football League Club at Ballina, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget;
if so, (a) from which funding program will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will
be imposed upon the funding recipient for them to receive the funding.

7 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $62,000 to resurface the James Street Basketball courts at
Murwillumbah, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which funding program
will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the funding recipient
for them to receive the funding.

8 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $20,000 for the upgrade and expansion of facilities at the
Casuarina Beach Rugby Club, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which
funding program will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the
funding recipient for them to receive the funding.

9 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $18,000 for the Cudgen Headland Surf Life Saving Club to
purchase a new relocatable patrol arena at Kingscliff, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget;
if so, (a) from which funding program will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will
be imposed upon the funding recipient for them to receive the funding.

10 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $250,000 for the restoration and upgrade of the Bangalow
Weir, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which funding program will they
come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the funding recipient for them
to receive the funding.
12 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $125,000 for the installation of a 150 kW rooftop solar system at the
Tweed River Regional Art Gallery at Murwillumbah, will these funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget;
if so, (a) from which funding program will they come, and (b) what additional funding requirements will
be imposed upon the funding recipient for them to receive the funding.
13 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Government’s election commitment to allocate $65,000 to fitout the Bangalow Men’s Shed, will these
funds be allocated in the 2016-17 budget; if so, (a) from which funding program will they come, and
(b) what additional funding requirements will be imposed upon the funding recipient for them to receive
the funding.

14 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Prime Minister—Will the Government honour all 2016 election funding
commitments promised to the electoral division of Richmond.

15 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Communications—Is it a fact that
Cooktown has an announced start date for the National Broadband Network (NBN) of at least a year ahead
of Mareeba, when the NBN is already at Atherton (only 30 kilometres from Mareeba and over
200 kilometres from Cooktown) and Mareeba has a population of 20,000 while Cooktown has a
population of about 2,000; if so, why; if not, what exactly are the projected NBN timeframes at each of
these population centres.

Unanswered questions
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12 September 2016
16 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the obligation of Australian employers to pay
employee superannuation entitlements under the Superannuation Guarantee Charge Act 1992, (a) what
steps are in place to ensure employer compliance with superannuation entitlements to employees,
particularly small employers, (b) how can employees best report non-payment of their superannuation
entitlements, (c) what is an acceptable timeframe for the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) to respond to
employee concerns about non-payment of their superannuation entitlements, (d) what resources and
investigative powers does the ATO have to audit employers (particularly small employers) to ensure that
they are complying with their superannuation payment obligations, (e) is the regime for ensuring tax
compliance (payments to the state) by small business stronger than the regime for ensuring compliance
with superannuation payments to their employees, and (f) what resources are available to employees
whose employer declares bankruptcy or ceases operation to ensure that they are not out of pocket chasing
up their relatively small (but significant to the employee affected) superannuation entitlements.

17 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Treasurer—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

How many employers went out of business in (a) 2014-15, and (b) 2015-16 with unpaid
superannuation entitlements to employees.
What was the range of these individual employee figures that went unpaid and what sum was the
total employee superannuation that disappeared with these firms’ operations.
What proportion of unpaid superannuation entitlements was recovered in (a) 2014-15, and
(b) 2015-16 from employers who ceased operations leaving unpaid superannuation on their books.
Has his department identified how the superannuation compliance regime can be improved; if so,
how can it be improved; if not, why not.
How many employers were charged the penalty fee for non-compliance with their superannuation
obligations in (a) 2014-15, and (b) 2015-16.
Is the sum of penalty fees charged for non-compliance with superannuation obligations dispersed
into general revenue or is it directed towards improving compliance and collection of entitlements.

13 September 2016
18 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister for the Environment and Energy—
(1)

(2)

Is it a fact that (a) the not-for-profit environmental organisation, the Australian Rainforest
Foundation, was awarded a $775,500 Commonwealth grant for weed control on a Maria Creek
property and that this weed control has not been carried out as per the grant guidelines; and
(b) despite requests from members of the public to investigate these concerns, no action has been
taken.
Will he investigate these concerns.

19 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—
(1)

Is he or his department aware of concerns about possible flooding arising from the proposed
alignment of the Pacific Highway duplication at Warrell Creek, between the Albert Road and
Rosewood Road overpasses, New South Wales.
(2) Has reliable hydraulic modelling of Stony Creek (upstream from the railway embankment) been
undertaken as part of planning for this section of the duplication; if so, (a) by whom, (b) when, and
(c) what did it show.
(3) How was the capacity of the drainage for the new roadworks on this section determined.
(4) Were concerns that the existing railway drainage in this area is insufficient considered or taken into
account when determining the road drainage capacity.
(5) What steps have been taken to mitigate flood risk in this Government funded section of the
Pacific Highway.
20 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—
(1) Is the Government providing funding towards section 10 of the Pacific Highway Ballina to
Woolgoolga upgrade.
(2) What steps is the Government taking to ensure that the current plans for the section 10 upgrade will
not adversely affect koalas.
(3) Has his department attended meetings on the section 10 upgrade, where the koala issues have been
discussed.
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Unanswered questions
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Are koala issues on the agenda at meetings on the section 10 upgrade, that are attended by
representatives of the Government.
Have alternative route or construction options to address the koala issues surrounding the
section 10 upgrade been considered; if so, (a) what are they, and (b) what was the outcome.
What additional measures have been taken to address concerns about the impact of the section
10 upgrade on koalas.
Is the Government satisfied that all reasonable actions have been taken to safeguard koalas in the
planning of the section 10 upgrade.

21 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What impact will WestConnex have on (a) Blackmore Oval, and (b) 10 Darley Road, in Leichhardt,
New South Wales.
What community consultations are taking place in respect of the impact of WestConnex construction
related activities in Leichhardt.
Is the Government satisfied that options relating to WestConnex construction activity in Leichhardt
are minimising negative impacts on the local community.
What steps has the Government taken to ensure a Traffic Management Plan that adequately addresses
local impacts will be in place when construction commences.

22 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for the Environment and Energy—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

On what date (a) did he approve the Ballina Koala Plan, and (b) was he sworn in as the Minister for
Environment and Energy.
Which documents, by (a) name, and (b) date, were part of the package provided to him as part of the
approval package for the plan.
What alternatives were made available to him in approving the plan.
Has he been made aware of the concerns of the Ballina Shire Council on the impact of some aspects
of this section on koalas and some residents in section 10 of the Pacific Highway Ballina to
Woolgoolga upgrade.
What other controlled actions under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 did he or his delegates approve between 19 July and 13 September 2016, when were they
approved, and by whom.

15 September 2016
23 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Has his senior Minister been directly involved in discussions with the (NSW) Government in respect
of planning for Stage 3 of the WestConnex project.
Has the NSW Government sought a grant or other support from the Australian Government for
Stage 3 of WestConnex.
Is the Australian Government actively considering making a financial contribution to this project.
Is the Australian Government involved in planning discussions for Stage 3 of WestConnex.
Does the Australian Government participate in planning discussions concerning Stage 3 of
WestConnex; if so, through which mechanisms.

10 October 2016
24 MR BANDT: To ask the Minister for the Environment and Energy—In respect of the link between
atmospheric pollution, climate change and coral reef degradation, (a) what response has the Government
made to the International Society for Reef Studies’ letter (dated 25 June 2016) urging it to cease endorsing
the export of coal and to stop or revoke approving new coal mines, and (b) what impact will the burning of
coal at the Carmichael mine have on the world heritage values of the Great Barrier Reef.

Unanswered questions
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11 October 2016
25 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Education and Training—
(1)

How will the subsidy package for Budget Based Funding Services (BBFS) under the Family
Assistance Legislation Amendment (Jobs for Families Child Care Package) Bill 2016, (a) cater to the
sparseness of population and unpredictability of utilisation of mobile children’s services in rural and
regional Australia, and (b) cover the cost of operational delivery of mobile children’s services in
rural and regional Australia.
(2) How many families are estimated to be affected by the transition to the subsidy package for BBFS.
(3) What cost savings are estimated to be achieved from the transition to the subsidy package for BBFS.
(4) What are the findings of any modelling that has been undertaken on the impact of the transition to the
subsidy package for BBFS on mobile children’s services in rural and regional areas.
(5) Was a regional Australia impact statement completed for this legislation; if so, what were the
findings.
(6) How will families in the electoral division of Indi who are utilising the four mobile children’s
services in Victoria benefit from the transition to the subsidy package for BBFS.
26 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $1,300,000 to the City of Gosnells for the Sutherland Park Hockey Club,
(a) from which budgetary allocation will this funding be taken, (b) what information was provided to the
Government by (i) the Sutherland Park Hockey Club, (ii) the City of Gosnells, or (ii) Hockey
Western Australia, prior to this commitment being announced, and (c) what due diligence was undertaken
by the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development on the proposal for the Sutherland Park
Hockey Club prior to the funding announcement.

27 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Minister’s letter to the City of Gosnells confirming the $1,300,000 funding commitment for the Sutherland
Park Hockey Club, where it was recommended that any financial commitments should not be entered into
until a Deed of Agreement had been signed, and that final due diligence may still be undertaken, (a) under
what circumstances would this funding commitment be retracted, and (b) when does the Minister expect
(i) a Deed of Agreement to be signed for this project, (ii) the payment for this project to be made, and
(iii) this project to be completed.
28 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $10,000,000 to the City of Armadale for the Armadale Aquatic Centre,
(a) from which budgetary allocation will this funding be taken, (b) what information was provided to the
Government by the Armadale Aquatic Centre prior to this commitment being announced, and (c) what due
diligence was undertaken by the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development on the proposal
for the Armadale Aquatic Centre prior to the funding announcement.

29 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—In respect of the
Minister’s letter to the City of Armadale confirming the $10,000,000 funding commitment for the
Armadale Aquatic Centre, where it was recommended that any financial commitments should not be
entered into until a Deed of Agreement had been signed, and that final due diligence may still be
undertaken, (a) under what circumstances would this funding commitment be retracted, and (b) when does
the Minister expect (i) a Deed of Agreement to be signed for this project, (ii) the payment for this project
to be made, and (iii) this project to be completed.

30 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $2,400,000 for the Thornlie Bowling Club, (a) from which budgetary
allocation will this funding be taken, (b) what information was provided to the Government by the
Thornlie Bowling Club prior to this commitment being announced, (c) what due diligence was undertaken
by the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development on the proposal for the Thornlie Bowling
Club prior to the funding announcement, (d) under what circumstances would this funding not be
forthcoming, and (e) when does the Minister expect (i) a Deed of Agreement to be signed for this project,
(ii) the payment for this project to be made, and (iii) this project to be completed.
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Unanswered questions
31 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport—In respect of the Government’s
election commitment to allocate $6,000,000 for the Barbagallo Ballpark, (a) is the Government committed
to this funding, (b) from which budgetary allocation will this funding be taken, (c) what information was
provided to the Government by (i) Baseball Western Australia, and (ii) the City of Gosnells, prior to this
commitment being announced, (d) what due diligence was undertaken by the Department of Infrastructure
and Regional Development on the proposal for the Thornlie Bowling Club prior to the funding
announcement, (e) under what circumstances would this funding not be forthcoming, and (f) when does
the Minister expect (i) a Deed of Agreement to be signed for this project, (ii) the payment for this project
to be made, and (iii) this project to be completed.

32 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Communications—
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

Can the Minister provide a timetable of expected dates for remaining Telstra exchange handovers to
the nbntm network in Western Australia.
Will the date for exchange handovers be set by Telstra or the nbntm.
In respect of the Maddington exchange in Western Australia, (a) when is the handover expected to
occur, (b) what work remains to be undertaken before the handover can occur, (c) is nbn tm taking any
steps to expedite the handover, and (d) once the handover occurs, how much longer will residents
and businesses in suburbs serviced by the Maddington exchange be required to wait until the nbntm
reaches their premises.
Has nbntm undertaken any tests of the capacity of the existing copper network that will be utilised in
the fibre-to-the-node model in suburbs serviced by the Armadale exchange in Western Australia; if
so, what were the results; if not, how will nbntm provide a minimum upload and download speed
guarantee.

33 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister for Urban Infrastructure—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

When does he expect (a) work to begin on the Armadale Road duplication, and (b) the
Australian Government contribution to this project to be paid to the Western Australian Government.
Has Infrastructure Australia undertaken an assessment of this project; if so, when will this
assessment be released; if not, why not.
Has the Australian Government received a request for funding for an Armadale Road or North Lake
Road freeway bridge; if so, what was the nature of this request.
Has the Australian Government made any comparative assessment on the impact on traffic of
completing the Armadale Road duplication project with and without also constructing a new
Armadale Road freeway bridge.

34 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the Gosnells Community Legal
Centre (GCLC) recently losing its Emergency Relief grant funding to the Australian Red Cross, (a) on
what basis was (i) GCLC’s application for grant funding declined, and (ii) the Australian Red Cross’
(ARC’s) application to provide Emergency Relief in the Armadale region accepted, (b) is the Minister
aware that the ARC is operating its Emergency Relief service for the Armadale region out of the GCLC
premises, and (c) when funding was allocated to the ARC, was his department aware that the ARC did not
have a premises in the Armadale region from which to provide Emergency Relief; if so, was this a factor
in allocating this grant funding; if not, can he indicate whether this information would have altered the
outcome of the application process.

35 MR KEOGH: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Communications—In respect of
the mobile black spot impacting residents in the residential suburbs of Haynes and Hilbert in
Western Australia, (a) has the Minister received any proposals for funding under the Mobile Black Spot
Program for new or upgraded base stations that would improve mobile reception in Haynes or Hilbert, and
(b) would the Minister consider such a proposal if one was made by a mobile network operator.

36 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the total cost of the Secretary to the Treasury’s official overseas travel since he was
appointed on 15 January 2015.
What is the breakdown of this total cost in terms of (a) flights, (b) accommodation, (c) hospitality,
(d) transport, and (e) any per diem allowances.
What was the official purpose of each overseas trip.
What total number of days has the Secretary of the Treasury spent overseas since his appointment.

Unanswered questions
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12 October 2016
37 MR KATTER: To ask the Treasurer—
(1)
(2)

Can he confirm reports that an agreement has been reached between Mrs Gina Rinehart and
Shanghai CRED Real Estate to jointly purchase the S. Kidman & Co properties.
Have any Government officials been involved in any such discussions; if so, (a) what was the
outcome, (b) what Ministers, if any, have been involved in those discussions, and (c) what assurances
can he provide to the Australian people that a majority ownership will not be shifted to the foreign
corporation over the course of this partnership.

17 October 2016
MR CHAMPION: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 38 to 39)—At any stage since

September 2013 has the Minister’s department (a) investigated any options to privatise the Australian
Submarine Corporation (ASC); if so, what was the outcome, (b) provided advice to the Government
regarding the possible privatisation of the ASC, and (c) considered the impact of a possible privatisation of
the ASC on its employees.

38 MR CHAMPION: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance.
39 MR CHAMPION: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence.
MR CHAMPION: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 40 to 41)—At any stage since

September 2013 has the Minister’s department (a) investigated a possible restructure of the Australian
Submarine Corporation (ASC); if so, what was the outcome, (b) provided advice to the Government on a
possible restructure of the ASC, and (c) considered the impact of a possible restructure of the ASC on its
employees.

40 MR CHAMPION: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance.
41 MR CHAMPION: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence.

18 October 2016
42 MR R. G. MITCHELL: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Regional Development—
In respect of the Minister recently confirming that the Government will honour an election commitment of
$120,000 to fund the Bulla Tennis Court upgrade, (a) on what date was this election commitment made,
and by whom, and (b) what process did the Minister use to validate that this commitment was made during
the election campaign.

19 October 2016
43 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Communications—When will the entire
suburb of Acacia Gardens in New South Wales be fully connected to the nbntm.

DAVID ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

