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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.1 Employment

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Number employed (a) – '000

July 10 023.0 10 295.1 10 545.1 10 790.2 10 791.2

August 10 060.7 10 309.5 10 572.2 10 800.3 10 765.0

September 10 051.5 10 357.5 10 605.3 10 794.7 10 805.6

October 10 050.1 10 325.9 10 600.8 10 816.4  

November 10 087.4 10 355.5 10 648.3 10 804.5  

December 10 082.9 10 409.7 10 665.3 10 801.0  

January 10 088.4 10 419.7 10 702.5 10 803.6  

February 10 121.4 10 432.0 10 734.6 10 805.3  

March 10 164.6 10 457.7 10 743.6 10 766.5  

April 10 175.1 10 485.2 10 780.0 10 793.2  

May 10 213.1 10 525.6 10 748.0 10 783.1  

June 10 246.0 10 532.9 10 782.9 10 757.2  

Annual average 10 112.2 10 406.1 10 679.2 10 793.5

Annual change (a) – per cent

July   3.9   2.7   2.4   2.3   0.0

August   4.4   2.5   2.5   2.2 -0.3

September   3.6   3.0   2.4   1.8 0.1

October   3.1   2.7   2.7   2.0

November   3.2   2.7   2.8   1.5

December   2.9   3.2   2.5   1.3

January   2.4   3.3   2.7   0.9

February   2.4   3.1   2.9   0.7

March   2.3   2.9   2.7   0.2

April   2.0   3.0   2.8   0.1

May   2.5   3.1   2.1   0.3

June   2.4   2.8   2.4 -0.2

Annual average   2.9   2.9   2.6   1.1

(a) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

Source: ABS, Labour force , Cat. no. 6202.0

Update

12 November 2009
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Annual change – per cent
Key points 

Employment in September 2009 

moved above 10.8 million again after 

remaining below that figure for the 

previous six months. 

In the 12 months to September 2009, 

total employment increased by 

10 900—made up of a decrease of 

151 400 in full-time jobs and an 

increase of 162 300 in part-time jobs. 

In percentage terms over the twelve-

month period from Septembert 2008, 

total employment increased by 

0.1 per cent in September 2009. In 

the month, employment increased by 

0.4 per cent. 

What is measured 

Employment data are collected as 

part of the ABS labour force survey 

of people aged 15 years and over 

who are considered to be in the 

labour force. 

By international agreement, a person 

is considered employed if they are in 

paid work for one hour or more a 

week. People who were temporarily 

away from work at the time of the 

survey are still counted as employed. 

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.2 Unemployment 

 1.3 Labour force 

 7.1 Population 

Related publications 

 ABS, Australian labour market 

statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0 

 ABS, Labour force, Spreadsheets, 

Cat. no. 6202.0.55.001 

 Melbourne Institute, Monthly 

bulletin of economic trends 
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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.2 Unemployment

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Number unemployed (a) – '000

July 524.6 505.4 472.7 484.5 664.9

August 519.2 511.6 477.5 459.5 662.4

September 532.2 511.4 469.5 490.0 658.6

October 539.3 491.7 488.7 499.3  

November 527.3 497.2 502.3 510.9  

December 538.0 499.8 478.0 516.7  

January 546.2 492.5 464.5 552.1  

February 543.5 502.6 440.7 603.9  

March 518.1 484.6 450.9 649.6  

April 528.2 476.0 475.4 623.4  

May 512.7 465.2 475.0 655.2  

June 516.9 473.2 475.9 661.8  

Annual average 529.4 492.9 471.7 562.2

Unemployment rate (a) (b) – per cent

July 5.0 4.7 4.3 4.3 5.8

August 4.9 4.7 4.3 4.1 5.8

September 5.0 4.7 4.2 4.3 5.7

October 5.1 4.5 4.4 4.4  

November 5.0 4.6 4.5 4.5  

December 5.1 4.6 4.3 4.6  

January 5.1 4.5 4.2 4.9  

February 5.1 4.6 3.9 5.3  

March 4.8 4.4 4.0 5.7  

April 4.9 4.3 4.2 5.5  

May 4.8 4.2 4.2 5.7  

June 4.8 4.3 4.2 5.8  

Annual average 5.0 4.5 4.2 5.0

(a) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

(b) Number unemployed as a proportion of the labour force.

Source: ABS, Labour force , Cat. no. 6202.0 Update

12 November 2009
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Unemployment rate – per cent Key points 

There were 658 600 unemployed 

people in Australia in 

September 2009. This represents a 

decrease of 3800 on the previous 

month and a fall of 6300 from its 

peak in July 2009. 

Nonetheless over the 12 months to 

September 2009, unemployment 

increased by 168 600. 

After peaking at 5.8 per cent during 

the previous three months the 

unemployment rate fell to 5.7 per 

cent during September 2009. 

What is measured 

Unemployment data are collected as 

part of the monthly ABS labour force 

survey of people aged 15 years and 

over. 

Although more technical in reality, 

for practical purposes a person is 

considered to be unemployed if they 

are 15 years of age or over, not 

employed, and are actively looking 

for work and are available to start 

work. 

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.1 Employment 

 1.3 Labour force 

 1.4 Long-term unemployment 

 1.5 Youth unemployment 

 1.6 ANZ job advertisements 

 1.8 Jobseekers receiving Newstart 

Allowance 

 8.3 Unemployment rates 

Related publications 

 ABS, Australian labour market 

statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0 

 Melbourne Institute, Monthly 

bulletin of economic trends 
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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.3 Labour force

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Labour force (a) – '000

July 10 547.6 10 800.4 11 017.8 11 274.7 11 456.1
August 10 579.9 10 821.1 11 049.6 11 259.8 11 427.5

September 10 583.8 10 868.8 11 074.8 11 284.6 11 464.3

October 10 589.4 10 817.6 11 089.4 11 315.7  
November 10 614.7 10 852.7 11 150.6 11 315.3  

December 10 620.9 10 909.5 11 143.4 11 317.6  

January 10 634.6 10 912.2 11 167.0 11 355.7  

February 10 664.9 10 934.6 11 175.3 11 409.2  

March 10 682.7 10 942.3 11 194.5 11 416.1  

April 10 703.3 10 961.1 11 255.3 11 416.6  

May 10 725.8 10 990.8 11 223.0 11 438.3  

June 10 762.9 11 006.1 11 258.8 11 419.0  

Annual average 10 641.7 10 899.0 11 150.9 11 355.7

Participation rate (a) (b) – per cent

July 64.5 65.0 65.1 65.5 65.3

August 64.6 65.0 65.2 65.3 65.1

September 64.6 65.2 65.3 65.4 65.2

October 64.5 64.8 65.3 65.4

November 64.6 64.9 65.6 65.3

December 64.5 65.2 65.4 65.2

January 64.5 65.1 65.4 65.3
February 64.5 65.1 65.4 65.5

March 64.5 65.0 65.4 65.5

April 64.6 65.0 65.6 65.4

May 64.7 65.1 65.4 65.4

June 64.8 65.1 65.5 65.2

Annual average  64.6  65.0  65.4  65.4

(a) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

(a) Labour force as a proportion of the civilian population aged 15 years and over.

Source: ABS, Labour force , Cat. no. 6202.0 Update

12 November 2009
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There were 11 464 300 people in the 

labour force in september 2009. This 

represents an increase of 36 800 on 

the previous month and an increase 

of 179 700 on the same month of the 

previous year. 

The increase in the size of the labour 

force over the past year owes more to 

rising unemployment than to rising 

employment. In the year to July 

2009, the number of people 

unemployed increased by 168 600 

while the number of people 

employed increased by only 10 900. 

The large increase in unemployment 

may in part be explained by the 

Global Financial Crisis impacting on 

employment in general and also by 

retirees returning to the labour force 

as they look for work to supplement 

income lost in the wake of the crisis. 

The labour force participation rate in 

September 2009 was 65.2 per cent, 

up from 65.1 per cent of the month 

before. 

What is measured 

Labour force data are collected as 

part of the ABS labour force survey 

of people aged 15 years and over 

who are considered to be in the 

labour force. 

The labour force comprises all those 

people who are employed at the time 

of survey plus all those who are 

unemployed. 

Not everyone is part of the labour 

force; the participation rate is the 

percentage of the civilian population 

aged 15 years and over who are in 

the labour market. 

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.1 Employment 

 1.2 Unemployment 

 7.1 Population 

 7.2 Components of population 

change 

Related publications 

 ABS, Australian labour market 

statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0 
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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.4 Long-term unemployment

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Long-term unemployed (a) (b) – '000

July  90.3  99.2  77.1  65.3  100.2

August  91.9  91.7  67.8  66.6  100.1

September  92.3  84.5  69.4  76.0  96.6

October  102.0  81.6  68.6  74.0  

November  95.0  85.2  70.3  72.4  

December  96.8  90.3  70.6  70.2  

January  104.6  83.8  68.8  74.0  

February  94.5  83.5  71.7  81.5  

March  97.3  77.8  70.9  85.0  

April  100.3  79.2  75.4  78.4  

May  97.7  72.6  73.0  88.0  

June  94.4  66.6  66.8  106.4  

Annual average  96.6  83.1  70.9  78.4

Percentage of total unemployed (b) – per cent

July  17.2  19.6  16.3  13.5  15.1

August  17.7  17.9  14.2  14.5  15.1

September  17.3  16.5  14.8  15.5  14.7

October  18.9  16.6  14.0  14.8  

November  18.0  17.1  14.0  14.2  

December  18.0  18.1  14.8  13.6  

January  19.1  17.0  14.8  13.4  

February  17.4  16.6  16.3  13.5  

March  18.8  16.1  15.7  13.1  

April  19.0  16.6  15.9  12.6  

May  19.1  15.6  15.4  13.4  

June  18.3  14.1  14.0  16.1  

Annual average  18.3  16.9  15.0  13.9

(a) Unemployed for 52 weeks or more.

(b) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

Source: ABS, Labour force , Cat. no. 6291.0.55.001

Update

19 November 2009
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In September 2009 there were 96 600 

people who had been unemployed for 

a year or more, representing 14.7 per 

cent of the total unemployed. 

The long-term unemployed as a 

proportion of the total unemployed 

has been trending down since the late 

1990s when rates were around 30 per 

cent. The rate for April 2009 was at 

its historically lowest level, i.e. the 

lowest rate since the series began in 

April 1986. Since April this year the 

rate has come up slightly to return to 

rates last seen in early 2008. It has 

declined for the past three months. 

What is measured 

The ABS labour force survey 

regularly samples Australians who 

are 15 years of age and older. 

Of these people, those who have been 

unemployed for 52 weeks or more 

are considered to be long-term 

unemployed. These people are 

considered to be particularly difficult 

to place in jobs, and have been the 

emphasis of many labour market 

programs over the past several 

decades. 

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.2 Unemployment 

 1.3 Labour force 

 1.6 ANZ job advertisements 
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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.5 Youth unemployment

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Unemployed youth (a) (b) – '000

July  60.4  60.2  55.6  52.6  79.1

August  59.1  61.0  56.1  53.6  62.6

September  63.0  59.8  51.6  53.6  71.3

October  64.3  53.8  56.6  51.6  

November  59.6  59.1  65.0  50.0  

December  57.9  60.6  57.6  50.2  

January  61.3  60.8  53.8  60.9  

February  58.6  57.7  49.2  72.5  

March  61.6  55.3  49.1  72.7  

April  61.7  51.4  58.7  70.9  

May  61.1  53.9  53.1  74.5  

June  62.9  53.3  54.6  75.1  

Annual average  60.9  57.3  55.0  61.8

Youth unemployment rate (b) (c) – per cent

July  19.8  20.2  18.1  16.9  27.3

August  19.5  20.2  17.9  16.9  22.8

September  20.5  19.9  16.9  17.2  25.2

October  21.7  18.0  18.0  17.4  

November  19.4  19.5  20.2  16.9  

December  19.7  20.3  18.0  17.3  

January  20.4  20.5  16.6  21.1  
February  19.4  19.6  15.4  24.3  

March  20.5  18.5  15.6  24.7  

April  20.7  17.0  18.7  23.5  

May  20.6  17.7  16.7  25.2  

June  21.1  17.9  17.0  25.9  

Annual average  20.3  19.1  17.4  20.7

(a) 15–19 year olds looking for full-time work.

(b) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

(c) 15–19 year olds looking for full-time work as a proportion of full-time youth labour force.

Update

Source: ABS, Labour force , Cat. no. 6202.0 12 November 2009
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Percentage of full-time youth labour force Key points 

In September 2009 there were 71 300 

young people looking for full-time 

work. This represents an increase of 

8700 young people on the previous 

month. 

The youth unemployment rate in 

September 2009 was 25.2 per cent. 

This is an increase of 9.8 percentage 

points since February 2008 when 

youth unemployment was at its 

lowest point at 15.4 per cent. The 

youth unemployment rate still lies 

below its recent high of 27.3 per cent 

recorded in July 2009. 

What is measured 

The ABS labour force survey 

regularly samples Australians who 

are 15 years of age and older.  

Youth unemployment refers to those 

people who are aged 15 to 19 years, 

unemployed and actively looking for 

full-time work.  

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.2 Unemployment 

 1.4 Long-term unemployment 

 1.6 ANZ job advertisements 

 1.8 Jobseekers receiving Newstart 

Allowance 

Related publications 

 ABS, Australian labour market 

statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0 
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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.6 ANZ job advertisements

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Advertisements (a) (b) – number

July 149 927 186 524 247 214 260 404 125 207

August 154 389 186 771 251 666 251 225 130 326

September 156 113 189 006 252 224 247 008 136 070

October 156 807 196 921 256 975 231 574  

November 161 889 190 857 262 275 213 907  

December 163 816 209 555 274 703 192 501  

January 171 857 208 604 271 988 180 349  

February 173 287 215 979 268 391 161 583  

March 177 016 220 920 266 849 147 804  

April 178 790 226 360 273 125 136 770  

May 174 619 244 930 267 988 136 457  

June 181 561 246 885 262 085 127 346  

Annual average 166 533 210 092 262 574 191 609

Annual change (b) – per cent

July 24.9 24.4 32.5 5.3 -51.9

August 23.6 21.0 34.7 -0.2 -48.1

September 21.9 21.1 33.4 -2.1 -44.9

October 19.8 25.6 30.5 -9.9  

November 19.0 17.9 37.4 -18.4  

December 17.3 27.9 31.1 -29.9  

January 24.2 21.4 30.4 -33.7  

February 20.4 24.6 24.3 -39.8  

March 23.6 24.8 20.8 -44.6  

April 20.9 26.6 20.7 -49.9  

May 17.9 40.3 9.4 -49.1  

June 23.1 36.0 6.2 -51.4  

Annual average 21.4 26.2 25.0 -27.0

(a) Average total number of newspaper and internet job advertisements per week.

(b) Monthly figures are seasonally adjusted.

Source: ANZ Banking Group, Job advertisements series media release Update

9 November 2009
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Number Key points 

In September 2009, the number of 

job advertisements in major 

metropolitan newspapers was 8929, 

an increase of 3.7 per cent over the 

number for August 2009 but a 

41.3 per cent decrease on the figure 

for 12 months before. This was the 

smallest year-on-year decline since 

January 2009. 

Internet job advertisements totalled 

127 141, an increase of 4.5 per cent 

since August 2009 but a decline of 

45.1 per cent in the twelve months 

since September 2008. This figure 

continues the turnaround from the 

higher figures of earlier this year. 

Adding internet job advertisements to 

those in major metropolitan 

newspapers showed a total of 

136 070 vacancies, an increase of 

4.4 per cent since August 2009 but a 

decrease of 44.9 per cent on the same 

month in 2008. This is the fourteenth 

consecutive year-on-year decline in 

this statistic.  

What is measured 

The ANZ job advertisement series 

measures the average weekly number 

of job advertisements in major 

metropolitan newspapers and on the 

internet. These figures are available 

monthly since January 1975 for 

newspapers and since July 1999 for 

the internet.  

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.1 Employment 

 1.2 Unemployment 

 1.3 Labour force 

 1.4 Long-term unemployment 

 1.8 Jobseekers receiving Newstart 

Allowance 

Related publications 

 ABS, Job vacancies, Cat. no. 

6354.0 
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Monthly statistical bulletin

1.7 Industrial disputes

Quarter 2004–05 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09

Working days lost – '000

September  93.3  49.3  20.2  11.3  36.2

December  51.9  81.0  54.2  24.4  31.1

March  45.1  30.1  6.9  42.8  11.6

June  52.8  28.2  7.1  86.5  47.3

Annual  243.0  188.6  88.4  164.9  126.2

Working days lost per '000 employees

September 11.3 5.7 2.3 1.2 3.8

December 6.1 9.3 6.0 2.6 3.3

March 5.3 3.4 0.8 4.5 1.2

June 6.1 3.2 0.8 9.1 5.0

Source: ABS, Industrial disputes , Cat. no. 6321.0.55.001

Update:

3 December 2009
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Days lost per '000 employees Key points 

In the June quarter 2009 there were 

58 disputes, during which 47 300 

working days were lost. This is up by 

35 700 days compared with the 

quarter before but down by 

39 200 days compared with the same 

quarter of the year before. The 

education and training; health care; 

and social assistance industries 

accounted for 67 per cent of working 

days lost in the June quarter 2009. 

The relative number of working days 

lost had fallen for three consecutive 

quarters but by June 2009 it had 

increased again to 5.0 per thousand 

employees. This figure is still close 

to the long-term lows which have 

prevailed since 2005. 

What is measured 

Industrial disputes data are collected 

by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 

(ABS) for all disputes where ten or 

more working days lost. Disputes 

where fewer working days were lost 

are excluded. 

To be included, industrial disputes 

must be unauthorised stop work 

meetings; general strikes; 

sympathetic strikes; political or 

protest strikes; rotating or revolving 

strikes; unofficial strikes; or work 

stoppages initiated by employers. 

Work-to-rules, go-slows and bans 

such as overtime bans are excluded. 

Related publications 

 ABS, Australian labour market 

statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0 

 ABS, Employee earnings, benefits 

and trade union membership, Cat. 

no. 6310.0 
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1.8 Jobseekers receiving Newstart Allowance

Month 2005–06 2006–07 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10

Newstart Allowance recipients (a) – '000

July 380.7 379.2 327.5 293.9 427.5

August 371.9 369.8 312.5 288.0 399.6

September 364.6 362.5 302.9 283.8 387.9

October 357.2 355.8 297.0 284.6

November 351.9 345.8 286.5 288.2

December 373.7 354.4 302.0 317.4

January 402.7 375.3 322.1 351.2

February 397.4 371.0 320.9 367.9

March 378.3 353.2 307.3 370.2

April 371.3 342.2 299.8 379.1

May 370.1 334.3 293.1 391.6

June 367.5 326.2 290.6 405.5

Annual average 374.0 355.8 305.2 335.1

Annual change – per cent

July -9.4 -0.4 -13.6 -10.3 45.5

August -8.5 -0.6 -15.5 -7.9 38.7

September -8.0 -0.6 -16.4 -6.3 36.7

October -7.5 -0.4 -16.5 -4.2

November -7.1 -1.7 -17.2 0.6

December -7.2 -5.2 -14.8 5.1

January -6.7 -6.8 -14.2 9.1

February -6.0 -6.6 -13.5 14.6

March -6.3 -6.6 -13.0 20.5

April -5.1 -7.8 -12.4 26.4

May -3.8 -9.7 -12.3 33.6

June -2.9 -11.3 -10.9 39.5

Annual average -6.6 -4.9 -14.2 9.8

(a) Includes jobseekers receiving Youth Allowance (other).

Source: Department of Employment and Workplace Relations, Labour market and

             related payments: a monthly profile Update

25 November 2009
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Key points 

In September 2009 there were 

387 861 people receiving Newstart 

Allowance and Youth Allowance 

(other), made up of 160 299 long-

term recipients—a decrease of 5510 

on the month before; and 227 562 

short-term recipients—a decrease of 

6201 on the month before. 

Overall, the number of people on 

these benefits decreased by 11 711 

people in the month to September 

2009 but was still 36.7 per cent 

higher than the year before. The 

long-term downwards trend in 

recipient numbers over the past few 

years reflected improved economic 

and labour market conditions. 

However it appears that the upturn in 

recipient numbers since 

November 2008 may be continuing 

despite the turnaround in August and 

September. 

What is measured 

Newstart Allowance is paid to 

eligible unemployed people aged 

21 years and over. These people need 

to be actively seeking and be willing 

to work or be actively improving 

their prospects of becoming 

employed. 

Youth Allowance has replaced 

Austudy, some categories of 

Newstart Allowance, Youth Training 

Allowance, Sickness Allowance and 

parts of the Family Payment. 

Recipients of Youth Allowance can 

be divided into three components—

full-time students receiving youth 

allowance; apprentices receiving 

youth allowance; and other people 

receiving youth allowance. Those 

counted in these statistics are people 

in this final, other, category. 

Related statistics in this bulletin 

 1.2 Unemployment 

 1.4 Long-term unemployment 

 1.5 Youth unemployment 

 1.6 ANZ job advertisements 

Related publications 

 ABS, Australian labour market 

statistics, Cat. no. 6105.0 
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