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The B i l l  has  two purposes. The f irst  i s  t o  ensure t h a t  
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n s  required as a r e s u l t  o f  a changed number o f  s e a t s  for 
a S t a t e  because of a de te rmha t ion  under t h e  1 905, wil-2- 

be commenced as speedi ly  as possible  a i d ,  thhat i f  such r e d i s t r i b u t i o n s  
a r e  not proclaimed before the  next ordinary genera l  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
S t a t e  w i l l  vote  as one e l e c t o r a t e ,  The o the r  purpose i s  t o  ensure t h a t  
e l ec to ra t e s  with a very l a r g e  a r e a  do not  contain more s l e c t o r s  than 
smaller e l e c t  o r a t e s  . 

( 1 )  The current  ascendi-nents t o  t h e  1905 
requi re  an ordinary general  e l ec t ion  t o  be he ld ,  i n  any S t a t e ,  for the  
cor rec t  number o f  s e a t s  as most  r ecen t ly  deterrnined. 
e l ec t ion  5 s  defined as one at  or t o w a r d s  t h e  end o f  t he  t h r e e  years  
of a normal. House o f  Rcpreseritatives.  This  corLforms t o  t h e  decis ion i n  
McXinl e (50 AIJJ"E 275;). 

A r i  ordinary general  

( 2 )  In 1974 when sec t ion  I 9  o f  t he  &gimonwesJ-th E lec to ra l  Act 
3918 was amended t o  a l t e r  t h e  perrr iss ible  departure  frorr  the  quota 
from 20$ t o  IO$., amendments were a l s o  passed removing f r o m  t h e  c r i t e r i a  
required t o  be considered by the  D i s t r i b u t i o n  Comiss ioners ,  ones 
r e l a t i n g  t o  a rea  and s p a r s i t y  o f  population, 
required t h e  c rea t ion  o f  country s e a t s  with far fewer e l e c t o r s  than c i t y  
s e a t s ,  became of  t h e  grea'ier s i z e  o f  t h e  country sea ts .  When t h e  
amecdnent was made, no provision was included t o  ensure t h a t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  a g r e a t e r  a r ea ,  country s e a t s  d i d  not  a l s o  contain l a r g e r  numbers 
of e l e c t o r s  than smaller  c i t y  sea t s .  

which had e f f e c t i v e l y  
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The B i l l  amends t h e  Eomonweal..th E lec to ra l  Act 1918, 

The m a i n  am.endments a r e  t o  sec t ions  24 and 25 and the  
i n s e r t i o n  o f  a new sec t ion  25A. 

Clause I O  amends sec t ion  25 s o  that when a de tern ina t ion  o f  
t h e  nwnber o f  s e a t s  i n  a S t a t e  shows a chaxige, a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  must be 
i n i t i a t e d  immediately (new sec t ion  25 ( 2 )  (a) ). The e x i s t i n g  occasions 
when a; r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  m y  be i n i t i a t e d  a r e  repeated i n  new sec t ion  25 
( 2 )  (ti) but  new sub-section (4) provides ii new l i m i t a t i o n ,  i n  t h a t  a 
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  grounds o f  aa imbal.mce between n m b e r s  o f  
e l e c t o r s  in d iv i s ions  may only be i n i t i a t e d  i f  no o ther  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  
h a s  occurred i n  t h a t  S t a t e  for seven years.  

Sect ion 24. i s  amended by clause 9 s o  t h a t  t h e  Governor-General 
must proclaim new d iv i s ions  as soon as prac t icable  a f t e r  they receive 
Parliamentary approval and whether or not t he  EIouse o f  Representat ives  
has s ince expired or been dissolved.  

The amendment t o  t h e  proviso by clause 9 ( b )  i s  consequential. 
on the  new sec t ion  25A which provides t h a t  by-elections a f t e r  an 
e l ec t ion  a t  l a r g e  a r e  a l s o  held a t  l a rge ,  
provides i n  t h e  p r o v i s o  t h a t  by-elections a r e  always held on t h e  
boundaries i n  fo rce  a t  the  genera l  election. date.  

Section 24 ( 1 )  currentZy 

Clause I 1  i n s e r t s  new sec t ion  25A t o  provide t h a t  "ordinary 
general  e l ec t ions"  (as defined i n  t h e  1905 as proposed 
to be mended) ,  where the S t a t e  i s  not  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n t o  t h e  cor rec t  
number o f  d i v i s i o n s  t o  correspond wi th  the  l a t e s t  determination of  t h e  
number o f  s e a t s ,  must be held at  l a r g e  (new sub-section 25(1) )  e 

N e w  sub-section 25 ( 2 )  provides t h a t  a by-election following 
an e l e c t i o n  a t  l a r g e  w i l l  a l s o  be a t  l a r g e ,  

Cl.au-se 5 mends s e c t i o n  16 s o  t h a t  t h e  Governor-General must 
appoint D i s t r i b u t i o n  Commissioners when they a re  needed. 
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Clause 6 amends s e c t i o n  1 8 A  s o  t h a t  the D i s t r i b u t i o n  
Commissioners commence t h e i r  t a s k  "as soon as prac t i cab le  a f t e r  they 
have been appointed",  

Clause 8 amends s e c t i o n  23 t o  permit some per iod f o r  t h e  
Dis t r ibu t ion  Commissioners t o  consider su-ggestions and objec t ions  t o  
t h e i r  proposals.  The sec t ion  nov r equ i r e s  them t o  r epor t  immediately 
the  per iod f o r  making such suggest ions o r  ob jec t ions  i s  over,  
w i l l  now be required t o  do s o  as soon as prac t icable ,  

They 

( 2) Amendme&s-.r o f  e l e c t o r a t e s .  

Clause 7 inserts two  new sub-sections in s e c t i o n  I9 with 
t h e  e f f ec t  that; on 3, proposed r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  no divis ion o f  less than 
5,000 square kilometres may conta in  fewer e l e c t o r s  than any divisiolz 
of  5,000 square ki lometres  o r  more. 
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