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Background 

1905 as ameiided by t h e  
I977 r e q u i r e s  t h e  fiumber o f  s e a t s  

i n  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  for e a c h  S t a t e  t o  be de t e rmined  
i n  th.e t w e l f t h  month o f  a P a r l i a m e n t  xsing "the l a t e s t  
s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth" a b o u t  the numbers o f  people  i n  
the S t a t e s ,  

The amendments made by t h i s  B i l l  e n s u r e  tha t  w i t h  a 
f u l l  c e n s u s  e v e r y  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and S t a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  e v e r y  
q u a r t e r ,  t h e r e  w i l l  a lways  be up-to-date f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
t h i s  pu rpose .  

The B i l l  amends t h e  Ceri.sus and S t a t i s t i c s  Act 1905. 

Clause  3 u p d a t e s  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  S t a t i s t i c i a n  
who i s  now a p p o i n t e d  unciey t h e  Australian Bureau of  S t a t i s t i c s  
__.__/_I A c t  1975. 



Clause  4 r e p e a l s  s e c t i o n  4 which used  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  
th.e appoin tment  of t h e  S t a t i s t i c i a n  b u t  which has n o t  o p e r a t e d  
s i n c e  t h e  pas sage  of t h e  Australian Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s  Act 1975. -- ___.I_._ 

Clause  5 amends s e c t i o n  8 t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a census e v e r y  
f i v e  y e a r s ;  a census may a l s o  be h e l d  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  if 
p r e s c r i b e d .  The next c e n s u s  i s  t o  be h e l d  i n  1981, The e x i s t i n g  
se&, ion  8 p r o v i d e s  f o r  a c e n s u s  e v e r y  10  y e a r s  and. a t  s u c h  o t h e r  
t i m e s  as are p r e s c r i b e d ,  

Clause 7 amends s e c t i o n  2 0  which p r e s e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  t h e  
c o m p i l e t i o n  and tabulat ion of t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  c o l l e c t e d  p u r s u a n t  
t o  t h e  A c t  ( t h e s e  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  1 6 ) ,  and,  i f  the  JYIinister 
d i r e c t s ,  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  f u l l ,  o r  as a b s t r a c t s ,  w i t h  comments 
t h e r e o n ,  The S t a t i s t i c i a n  w i l l  non a l s o  be o b l i g e d  t o  compile  
and t a b u l a t e  q u a r t e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e s  and t o  
p u b l i s h  them i f  d i r e c t e d .  

C l a u s e  6 amends s e c t i o n  16 s o  thz t  any s t a t i s t i c s  
( s u c h  as b i r t h s ,  d e a t h s ,  i n t e r - S t a t e  m i g r a t i o n s  and s o  o n )  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the c o m p i l a t i o n  of q u a r t e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  
must be c o l l e c t e d ,  

C lause  9 d o e s  n o t  amend t h e  Act but l i m i t s  the  r e q u i r e -  
ment t o  compile  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  t o  q u a r t e r  days  
a f t e r  t h e  new r e q u l r e m e n t s  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n ,  

C lause  8 amends t h e  Austral ian Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s  
(___I Act 1975 t o  make i t  c l e a r  tha t  an a c t i n g  S t a t i s t i c i a n  i s  r e q u i r e d  
t o  c a r r y  out t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t i s t i c i a n  ( s u c h  as c o m p i l i n g  
q u a r t e r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s )  as w e l l  as e x e r c i s i n g  h i s  powers 
and f u n c t i o n s .  
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