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The purpose of t h e  B i l l  i s  t o  amend. th.e - 
o f  Ce r t a in  Evidence) A c t  1976 t o  l i m i t  t h e  

operat ion o f  t h e  Act and t o  provide for parliamentary sc ru t iny  o f  
o rders  made by t h e  Attorney-General. 

Clause 3 amends sec t ion  3 o f  t h e  Act t o  excl-ude t h e  
Privy Council, when hear ing  appeals f r o m  A.ustralian cour+ts,  frorr, 
t h e  fo re ign  tribunals i n  respec t  o f  which t h e  Attorney-General may 
make orders ,  

Clause 4 mer-ds sec t ion  4 o f  t h e  Act - 
(a)  by amending paragraph 4 ( I )  ( a )  t o  l i m i t  t h e  exe rc i se  o f  t h e  
Attorney-General’s powers, where t h e  ground for exe rc i s ing  those 
povers i s  t h a t  a f o r e i g n  tribwnal i s  exerc is ing  j u r i s d i c t i o n  contrary 
t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  or comity, t o  t h e  mak5ng o f  o rders  r e l a t i n g  
to proceedings i n  that  t r i b u n a l ;  

(b)  
o f  the exerc ise  of t h e  Attorney-General’s powers i s  not  challenge- 
ab le  i n  a q y  cour t ;  

by r epea l ing  sub-section 4 ( 2 )  which provides t ha t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  

( e )  by i n s e r t i n g  a new sub-section 4 ( 2 )  which provides  a l i n k  
between s e c t i o n  5 which g i v e s  t h e  Attorney-General power t o  make 
p r o h i b i t i o n  orders  and sec t ion  4 which s p e c i f i e s  t h e  grounds on 
which those powers may be exercised, 



2, 

Clause 5 amends sec t ion  6 o f  t h e  Act t o  ensure t h a t  
pub l i ca t ion  i n  t h e  Gazette c o n s t i t u t e s  s e rv i ce  r a t h e r  than  being 
deemed t o  be serv ice  as i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  provision. 

~~ 

Clause 6 i n s e r t s  a new s e c t i o n  6A which provides  t h a t  
s e c t i o n  48 o f  t h e  Acts I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  Act a p p l i e s  t o  o rde r s  made 
by t h e  Attorney-General. The e f f e c t  i s  t h a t  orders  must be 
t a b l e d  wi th in  f i f t e e n  s i t t i n g  da:fs a f t e r  they a re  made, w i l l  
become void i f  they a r e  not s o  t ab l ed  and. may be disal lowed i n  the  
same manner as r egu la t ions  e 

Clause 8 provides  t h a t  an Austra3.ian c o u r t  or t r i b u n a l  
cannot r e q u i r e  a person t o  a c t  i n  contravent ion o f  an order  made 
by t h e  Attorney-General. 
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