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Presented  by : M i n i s t e r  for Aboriginal  Affairs,  

Hon. K.I. Viner .  

1. Purpose - 

The B L L l  seeks -bo g r a n t  t r a d i t i o n a l .  Abor ig ina l  land 
i n  t h e  Northern Territory t o  Aboriginal  people.  

The Abor ig ina l  Land- Rights  (Northern T e r r i t o r y )  Bill 
was firsJc introduced i n  t h e  EIome of Kepresenta,t ives on 4 June 1976. 
Govern.ment amend.ments t o  t h i s  B i l l  were f oreshadowed on 17 Novenber 
19'76 and t h e  reprin:t ed B i l l -  i n c  orpora3ing the amer,dment s ,  was 
introduced on I December 19'76. 

Provis  i o n s  3. -_I___p_____- 

The B i l l  p rovides  f o r :  

, t he  es tab l i shwent  o f  Land T r u m t s  to b o l d  t i t l e  t o  l a n d  i n  t h e  
Nor thern  T e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  groups o f  Abor ig ina ls  
e n t i t l e d  by Abor ig ina l  t r ad . i t i on  t o  the use o r  occupat ion o f  
t h e  land concerned, 

t h e  establi..sh.ment cf a t  l e a s t  two Land C o u n c i l s  t o  2c-t on 
beha l f  o f  t h e  t rad i t i .ona , l  o ~ m e r s  i n  t h e  ad.minis t r a t i o n  of  l a n d  
h e l d  by t h e  La,nd Tmsts; t o  assist  i n  cl.a.ims t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  
l a n d ;  and t o  perform any f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  m y  be confer red  by 
a l a w  o f  t h e  Northei-11 T e r r i t o r y .  



2. 

. min_ing e x p l o r a t i o n  and d.evelop:.neiit to be a~llowed~ on Aboriginal 
land- only w i t h  t h e  consent o f  t h e  Min i s t e r  and t h e  Lan.6 Courici3_ 
f o r  t he  a r e a  unless 'such exp lo i - a t i  on a,nd development i s  r e a u i r e d  
i n  the  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  

. the  negotia-ti.on o f  agreeaents  inclu.d.irig f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t s  a,nd. 
compensation i n  r e s p e c t  of  mining i n t e r e s t s .  

a t h e  se t t l eman t  of d i s p u t e s  i n  r e s p e c t  of l e a s e s  o r  o t h e r  rnining 
i n t e r e s t s  Qy a r b i t r a t i o n .  

. the  preservation o f  e x i s t i n g  rights i n  laxid which beconies 
Abor ig ina l  l a n d .  

. the  appointrient of  an  Aboriginal  Land Comiss ione r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
who are t r a d i t i o n a l  o w i i e r ~ ;  t o  i nqu i r e  into t n e  l i k e l y  e x t e n t  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  l a i c 1  c l a i m ;  a n d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  and advise  t h e  Ivlinister 
and t h e  Min i s t e r  f o r  t h e  Northern T e r r i t o r y .  

. t h e  establiskmen-t o f  an. A b o r i g i n . a l  Bene f i t  Trust Account iiit o 
which s h a l l  be paid 0u.t  of Consolidated Revenue amoimts. e q u a l  
t o  th.e amounts o f  any r o y a l t i e s  r ece ived  by t h e  Crown 5.n r e s p e c t  
of a zini-ng i n t e r e s t  i n  Abor ig ina l  l and ;  and f r o m  iihj-ch specif  i e d  
an:oumt;s shal l  be paid t o  t h e  Land. Councils.  

. t he  estab%islim.ent o f  a iOrust Account Advisory Goramittee t o  a d v i s e  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  i n  connexion with t h e  m a k i n g  of pay i~en t s  out o f  t h . e  

Trus t  Accownt 

the  consent of t h e  Land Council €or t h e  bu i ld ing  o f  roa2.s o n  

Aborigi nal land 

e a penal ty  f o r  e n t e r i n g  or remaining on a sacred s i t e  o r  on 
Abor ig ina l  lzind except as p e r p i t t e d  un2er t h e  Act. 

t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assei3bly o f  t h e  Northern Territory t o  make 
Ordinances providing f o r : t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  sa,cred sri-tes; 
r e g u l a t i n g  and a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  erit r y  o f  p r sons  on Aborigi.n.al lan: ; 
the  p r o t e c t i o n  and conservat ion o f  w i l d  l i f e ;  an.d r e g u l a t i n g  and. 
c o n t r o l l i n g  e n t r y  and f i s h i n g  i n .  wa te r s  o f  t h e  s e a  ~ i ' c h i n  
2 kiI-ometres  of A'bori.gI'Lnal land e 

The Sched-ules o f  t h e  B i l l  d e s c r i b e  the l a n d s  t o  becorne 
Ab origi n a l  land s e 


