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SHORT DIGEST' OF RIL1,S 

1 .  

The main purpose of t h e s e  B i l l s  i s  t o  provide for 
increa,ses i n  b e n e f i t s  payable t o  t hose  persons covered by t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  Acts. 

2.  Provi-si ons  
AI-1 B i l l s  _yI 

weekly compensation for t o t a l  incapaci ty  i s  increased  by 
$23 ( f r o m  $57 t o  $80) (payable  a f t e r  26 weeks on full pay 
t o  t hose  covered by t h e  Act araendec? by Bill 1 above);  t h e  
weekly sup_nlerneiit f o r  a dependent spouse i s  increase2  by 
$6 ($15 t o  $21) and the  d-ependent c k i l d ' s  allowznce by 
$3 (8.7 t o  $10).  The c e i l i n g  for p a r t t a l  i ncapac i ty  
payments i s  a l s o  increased f r o m  $57 t o  $80. 

t h e  lump sum payable t o  dependents where an i n j u r y  has  
r e s u l t e d  i n  death is  increased  by $5,000 (frorr! $20,000 t G  

$25,000) ; weekly payroents t o  a dependent c h i l d  o f  a 
deceased person are i nc reased  by $3 (87 t o  $IO), wi th  t h e  
minimurn t o t a l  amount payable t o  such a c h i l d  being 
increased by $303 ($700 t o  $1 ,000); t h e  m a x i m u ?  paydble 
for f u n e r a l  expenses will-  i nc rease  by $200 ($450 t o  $65C) e 



2. 

t h e  maximurn l u m u  swn ariount payable f o r  i n j u r i e s  i A f i 1 - 1  

i ncrease  by $5 ,00C ($20,000 t o  $25,000) ; a l l  other 
IWip swn p a y x n t s  wil.1 be increased s i a j - l a r l y  by 25%:. 

t h e  R i l l s  a l s o  make minor mendments o f  i~ formal o r  
t e c h n i c a l  na tu re  i n  keeping wi th  cur ren t  dm.fti '?g 
p r a c t i c e  bu t  which make n o  clxinges of  suhs tacce .  

B i l l s  1 and 3 only -- 
t h e  maximuin za0un.t payable f o r  a l t e r s t i o n s  t o  bui.I_dir?gs 
or v e h i c l e s ,  or r e p a i r  or replacezent  of  c e r t a i n  a i d s  
and appl iances  w i l l  be increa.se2 by $200 ($50C t o  @700). 

i n  l i n e  wi th  s e c t i o n  135D of t h e  Soc ia l  Se rv ices  Act, 
persons r e c e i v i r g  compensation b e n e f i t s  a r e  t o  be p a i d  

a t r a i n j n g  allowance which, i f  any, i s  t h e  ,uriount by 
which t h e  pe r son ' s  nom-i l  weekly compensation bene f i t  i s  
l e s s  than t h e  weighted average r ~ i n ~ m ~ r n  wage apyrapria, te 
$0 h i s  age. 

changes t h e  c i t a t i o n  of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act f r o m  Compensation 
(Aus t r a l i an  Government Empl-oyees) Act 1971 t o  Compensation 
( ~ o ~ o n ~ ~ e a ~ t h  Government Employees) Act 1971 . 

B i l l  2 only 

rerioves the  l i m i t  o f  $1,000 on t h e  amount o f  compensation 
payable i n  r e s p e c t  o f  med-ic,al and aiibulance se rv ices .  

reraoves t h e  time l i m i t  o f  twelve months i n  which t o  claini 
damages and  therefox-e ord inary  time l i m i t s  for a c t i o m  for 
damages w i l l  apply.  

changes t h e  de f i -n i t i on  o f  a "chi ld"  who niay rece ive  pay- 
ments as a dependent t o  inc lude  ch i ld ren  between 16 and 
21 yea,rs who a r e  f u l l  t h e  s tudent2 not  o r d i n a r i l y  i n  
employment. 



. these t h r e e  amendments will br ing  t h e  Pri.ncipa1 Act 
i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t he  Compensation (Ccmmonweaith 
Government Employees) Act 1971 . 

B i l l  - 3 oni2 

. provrid-es f o r  the  ci.ta-t;ion. o f  t h e  Compensation 
(Commonwealth Government Employees) Act 1971 ( s e e  
B i l l  1 ) ;  t h i s  change ensures t h a t  the  increased r a t e s  
provid-ed for i n  B i l l  1 w i l l  also be a v a i l a b l e  t o  c i v i l i a n s  
employed by t h e  United S t a t e s  Navy at the  Naval Coxfiunica- 
t i o n s  S t a t i o n  at  North West Cape. 

. t he  amendments i n  these  t w o  B i l l s  w i l l  not invclve any 
cost  -to t h e  Co;nmonlrrealt;h Government as the  p a p e n t s  a r e  
the r eEpons ib i l i t y  of  t h e  shipowners a,nd. t h e  United S t a t e s  
G-ove rrimen t res pe c-t i v e  ly . 

The B i l l s  a r e  back dated. t o  t ake  e f f e c t  f r o m  
1 September 1976. 
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