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BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2 )  1976 
BROADCASTING STAT1 ONS LICENCE PEES Ai’CENDILIENT BILL 1976 
TELEVISION STATIONS LICENCE FEES AMENDMENT BILL (No -2) 1976 

Date Introduced : 18 November 1976 
House : House o f  Representat ives  
Presented by : Mini s t e r  f o r  Posts and Telecormunications, 

Ron, E r i c  L. Robinson 

SHORT DIGEST OF BILLS 

These B i l l s  seek t o  implement Govenment dec is ions  on 
the l i c e n s i n g ,  regula t ion ,  planning and adminis t ra t ion  of the 
Aus t ra l ian  broadcasting sys tem, 

The Broadcasting S t a t i o n s  Licence Fees Amendment B i l l  1976 
and t h e  Telev is ion  S t a t i o n s  Licence Fees Amendment B i l l  (No .2 )  1976 
are consequent ia l  machinery amendments dea l ing  with t h e  accounting 
period f o r  assess ing  broadcast ing and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  l i cence  f ees .  
They w i l l  o m i t  f rom t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Acts a d i r e c t  r e fe rence  t o  t he  
Aus t ra l ian  Broadcasting Control Board i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of sub-section 106(2)  of  t h e  
Act 1942. 

20 Provis ions  

The Broadcasting and Telev is ion  Amendment B i l l  (N0.2) 1976 
provides for: 

. t h e  disbandment of t h e  Aus t ra l ian  Broadcasting Control Board 
and t h a  establ ishment ,  wi th  t r a n s i t i o n a l  arrangements, o f  an  
Aus t ra l ian  Broadcasting Tribunal  The B i l l  s p e c i f i e s  membership 
of t h e  Tribunal and t r a n s f e r s  t o  i t  the Broadcasting Control 
Board’s present  func t ions  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  regarding 
l i c e n s i n g  and publ ic  i n q u i r i e s ;  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  o f  present  
s t anda rds  of broadcast ing p r a c t i c e ;  the determinat ion of 
s tandards  t o  be observed by l i c e n s e e s  ir, t h e  broadcast ing or 
t e l e v i s i n g  of programs;  t h e  condi t ions  sub jec t  t o  which 
advert isements  may be broadcast  o r  t e l ev i sed ;  and t h e  hours 
dur ing  which programs a r e  or may be broadcast o r  t e lev ised .  



. t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  Aus t ra l ian  Broadcasting Commission t o  
c o n s i s t  o f  n ine part-t ime Coxmissioners (one Srorn each S t a t e  
plus t h ree  o t h e r s )  o f  whom a t  l e a s t  two  s h a l l  be women. 

e t he  removal o f  t h e  need for Publ ic  Service Board approval on 
ABC s t a f f i n g  p o s i t i o n s  involving s a l a r i e s  below minimum s a l a r i e s  
a t  Second Divis ion Publ ic  Service l e v e l s .  

e t h e  establishment of  a J o i n t  Consul ta t ive Committee comprising 
r ep resen ta t ives  o f  t h e  Aus t ra l ian  Broadcasting Commission and 
o f f i c e r s  and f u l l - t i m e  employees o f  t h e  Commission, 

e t he  l i cens ing  o f  pub l i c  broadcast ing and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  

under t h i s  Act i n s t e a d  of t h e  Wireless  T 1905 

. t he  payment of  Commonwealth Government f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t ance  
t o  commercial broadcast ing and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  t o  ensure 
t h a t  programs o f  adequate e x t e n t ,  standard and v a r i e t y  a r e  
provided e 

. t h e  extension of  t h e  func t ions  o f  t h e  P o s t a l  and Telecommunications 
Department t o  inc lude  t h e  planning o f  t he  phys ica l  development 
of t h e  Aus t ra l ian  broadcast ing system. 

. t he  establishment of  a Broadcasting Council t o  be consulted 
by t h e  Tribunal and t h e  Department i n  t h e  performance of  t h e i r  
func t ions  

The Broadcasting and Telev is ion  Amendment B i l l  (No.2) 
1.976 is an in te r im l e g i s l a t i v e  msasure. According t o  t h e  Second 
Reading Speech, t he  new Broadcasting Tribunal w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  be 
granted a l l  t h e  powers p re sen t ly  a v a i l a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Minis ter  
o r  t h e  Control Board i n  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  o f  ownership and con-trol 
p rovis ions  appl icable  t o  broadcast ing l i c e n c e s  e 
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