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End the indefinite nature of detention. We say health, security and identity checks can 
be done within 30 days and any detention after this period should be decided by 
independent judicial review. Ensure children and their families are removed from 
detention as promptly as practicable. End remote detention. If people are moved 
through centres much quicker there will not be a need for more and more centres. 
Access to community groups, support and appropriate care is far more likely in and 
around our capital cities. 

1(g) The impact, effectiveness and cost of mandatory detention

 Mental health impacts of detention are well documented. 5 suicides in around 6 
months, self harm, hunger strikes, people on suicide watch, isolation - none of this 
is effective. 

 The Minister himself has said that detention is a management tool not a deterrent. 
(Chris Bowen, The Age 10 Feb 2011) 

 In the 2011-12 budget $800 million has been allocated to detention costs, a 
tripling in just two years. 
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