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BUSHFIRES
AND THE

CLIMATE EMERGENCY

What is a Safe Climate?
The Climate Emergency Network is a network of
community organizations who believe we have no
right to bargain away the lives of others. Our goal
is a safe climate for all people, all species and all
generations. We are calling on Australian and
international governments to

!

work together to secure a safe climate,

!

decarbonise the Australian and global
economies at emergency speed,

!

urgently and effectively address the climate
and sustainability emergency.

We aim to engage the community in recognising
and responding to the climate emergency and in
ensuring our elected leaders do so.
For more information, to join CEN, or to make a
donation, please go to

www.ClimateEmergencyNetwork.org
© CEN, 2009

The Earth’s climate system is affected by a
complex range of ever-changing factors. Over
very long periods of time it achieves a balance
in which it continually shifts but only within
certain natural lower and upper limits.
Throughout human history the concentration of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has not
exceeded 300 parts per million. Before the
industrial period began the level was 280 ppm.
It is now around 387 ppm and still rising.

Although it cannot be said that climate change
causes any single incident of extreme weather,
such as a particular cyclone, flood or bushfire,
To restore a safe balance, climate scientists say
there is strong evidence that climate change is
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With shorter winters and longer summers, there will
also be a trend towards shorter windows of
opportunity for fuel reduction burns to be safely
and effectively conducted, exacerbating the problem
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In the Central Highlands and Alpine areas of
Fire danger and difficulty of suppression are
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On 7th February, 2009 the
FFDI has been rated at nearly 200 and
the GFDI has been estimated at close to 400 in
some areas.

maximum temperature, reduced rainfall and low
relative humidity in southern Australia. So, for at
least 3 of the factors contributing to the FFDI,
climate change will increase the values observed and
You
hence the level of fire danger.
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the weeks preceding 7th February are estimated
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have contributed to around 374 deaths in Victoria.
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