


Brigades Victoria v Country Fire Brigades (SCI 2016 02269) (Supreme Court proceedings) and 
a claim of legal professional privilege has been made over them. Public release of the 
documents during the course of that proceeding, in particular, would have the potential to 
prejudice the conduct of that proceeding. 

Given the scope of the Committee's powers over State agencies, that the documents constitute 
legal advice forming part of CF A's deliberative processes, and the potential effect of the 
production of the advice in the context of the ongoing Supreme Court proceedings, CFA is in 
the process of seeking the Minister's views on whether a claim of public interest immunity 
should be made. 

2. Assistance provided by CFA to the Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria Inc (VFBV)

CFA provides annual funding to VFBV. CFA provided $1,305,600.00, $1,423,361.00 and 
$1,451,828.22 of funding to VFBV in 2014/15, 2015/16 and 2016/17 respectively. In addition, 
the CFA funds five VFBV Field Officers, one in each CFA region. 

Please find enclosed Schedule A of relevant documents that CFA is in a position to provide 
immediately. 

The CFA is legally in possession of other documents which it has received from VFBV in the 
course of discovery in the Supreme Court proceeding. As they have been received under 
discovery, those documents are received under the aegis of an implied undertaking to the 
Supreme Court. In those circumstances, and given the potential prejudice to the Supreme 
Court proceedings arising from acting contrary to those undertakings, it may be more 
appropriate for the Committee to seek these documents from the VFBV. To assist the 
Committee these documents are listed at Schedule B. 

3. Chief Officer Mr Steven Warrington's Response to MFB Chief Officer Mr Peter Rau
30 June 2016 letter to Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon James Merlino
MP

Mr Warrington's response is at Schedule C. 

4. Other Matters

We confirm that on 12 August 2016, the CFA Board authorised the CEO to put the Country Fire 
Authority United Firefighters Union of Australia Operational Staff Agreement 2016 (Proposed 
Agreement) to a vote of operational staff. The Board Resolution, Joint Statement of Intent and 
letter from the Board Chair to the Chief Officer of 12 August 2016 are enclosed and also 
publicly available at: http://news.cfa.vic.gov.au/news/statement-from-chair.html. 

Please also find enclosed map of the CFA brigade locations, districts and region boundaries 
and surrounding fire authority locations referred to at page 87 of the proof transcript. 

Please contact Ms Emma Fenby on 0435 523 479 or e.fenby@cfa.vic.gov.au with any 
questions. 

Frances Diver 
Chief Executive Officer 
Country Fire Authority 
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P.1tron: Tho Hon Undo Dossau AM,GovornorofV/clorfo 

Offlco of tho CEO 
Ho.idquartors 
8 Lakeside Drive, Burwood Easl Vic 3151 
Phone: 9262 8605 Fax: 92G2 8322 

Our Ref: LN:cp 

8 June 2016 

Via email: a.forcf@vfbv.orq.au 

Mr Andrew Ford 
Chief Executive Officer 
VFBV 
Unit 9, 24 Lakeside Drive 
BURWOOD EAST VIC 3151 

Dear Andrew 

CONSULTATION WITH VFBV ON THE CFA-UFU OPERATIONAL STAFF PROPOSED EA 
ON MATTERS WHICH MAY AFFECT CFA VOLUNTEERS 

Thank you for your letter of 7 June to both myself and CFA Acting Chair John Peberdy, 

I believe an invitation has been forwarded to you by Erin Eades seeking the availability of 
yourself and the VFBV Board to attend a Joint Board Meeting at Burwood commencing at 
12.30pm on Monday, 20 June; and we received confirmation of VFBV availability earlier today. 

I look forward to receiving confirmation of Items that you and your Board would like to list for 
discussion. 

Yours sincerely 

Lucinda Nolan APM 
Chief Executive Officer 

Protectit19 fives and !lt'Oflorty era.vie.gov.au 
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Our Ref: 
. Enquiries: 
Telephone: 
Fax: 

. . . .

MB:cp 
Mick Bourke 
(03)

° 

9262 13292 
(03) 9262 8322 ·

14 March 2013 

Mr Andrew Ford 
Chief -Executive·officer 
Volunteer Fire Brigades Vict.cfia 
Un

.
it 9, 24 Lakeside Drive 

BURWOOD EAST VIC 3151 

Dear Andrew 

VFBV FUNDING 201.3-14 AND ONGO_ING . 

·):(
·cFA

CFA has been pleased to w9rk with yourself (on behalf of VFBV) in satisfying the qovernment's 
objective to provide adequate funding for VFBV. 

The discussions between. ourselves, facilitated by the Department of Justice, have finalised the 
followir:ig arrangements: · · · 

i. The current funding arrangements cease at 30 June 2013; · .
ii. New and ongoing funding arrangements replace the current funding arrangements from

.1 July 2013; and are ongoing and not subject to reviev1luriless the parties together agree
·otherwise;· . . . 

iii. The new. fundin·g is determined to �e. $1.,�ss;ooo plus 2.0% indexation per annum.
l_ndexation is to be applied each 1 July commencing ·1 July 2013'. So, effective 1 July
2013 the sum payable to VFBV would be $1,280,000� . 

· 
.. 

iv. ·Payments will be made quarterly in advance, on· receipt of a valid VFB.V invoice;
v. To·achieve sound governance of the funding, VFBV will ·provide an Annual Report on

how the fund·s have been .acquitt�d .and measures of efficiency and effectiveness of their
applic�tion provided to assist the Association's remit as pro_vided _in ·s100 of the .CFA Act.

Yours sincerely 

. . . . 

( 

• 

. 
· Mick Bourke
Chief Executive Officer' . .

. /Vt?/¢
:;;

. P1j�6/ tincY

. /'lk# 66';:.�.:r,t;?
b?J

. 
p,: ,f 3/,/tb. 

Headquarters: 8 Lakeside.Drive, Burwood East, Victoria 3151 
Postal Address: PO Box 701, Mount Waverley, Victoria 3149· 

:relep�one: (03) 9262 8444 Fax: (03) 9264 6200 

·_www.cfa.vic.gov:a.u
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. , . 

Patron: The Hon Linda Dessau AM, Governor of Victoria 

Office of the CEO 
Headquarters 
8 Lakeside Drive. Burwood East Vic 3151 

Phone: 9262 8605 Fax: 9262 8322 

Our Ref: MW/cp 

29 September 2015 

Mr Andrew Ford 
Chief Executive Officer 
Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria 
Unit 9, 24 Lakeside Drive, 
BURWOOD EAST VIC 3151 

Dear Andrew 

VFBV FUNDING 2015-16 AND ONGOING 

Further to CFA's letter dated 14 March 2013 establishing VFBV funding for 2013-'14 and 
ongoing, this letter serves to reaffirm that ongoing funding commitment and, additionally, to 
increase the annual funding level to include provision for an additional VFBV support officer. 

Working from the annual funding previously agreed and commencing 1 July 2013 (being 
$1,280,000) and agreed annual indexation of 2% per annum. the previously agreed funding for 
2015-16 is $1,331,712. The following will now apply: 

i. The new funding is determined to be $1.423,361 per annum plus 2.0% indexation
annually effective 1 July 2015;

ii. Indexation is to be applied each 1 July commencing 1 July 2016;
iii. Payments will be made quarterly in advance on receipt of a valid VFBV invoice;
iv. New and ongoing funding arrangements replace the current funding arrangements from

1 July 2015 and are ongoing and not subject to review unless the parties together agree
otheiwise;

v. To achieve sound governance of the funding, VFBV will provide an Annual Report on
how the funds have been acquitted and measures of efficiency and effectiveness of
their application provided to assist the Association's remit as provided in s100 of the
CFA Act.

As CFA has already paid 2015-16 01 and 02 invoices based on the old rate, to transition to the 
new funding level, VFBV should submit an invoice covering the increase for 2015-16 01 and 
02. 03 funding and all future invoices are to be based on the new agreed annual rate.

Yours sincerely 

o/P/._?.-/6 

/ 3�5; fj'o -d::F / t;}v/9-,dr£K,. Michael Wootten 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 

� �:? cr.s:�. 

Protecting hves and property cfa. vie.gov .au 





Thank you for your email.  
 
I confirm that the claim for public interest immunity applies to both sets of documents in your 
email.  
 
Please contact me with any questions.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Emma Fenby   
Legal Counsel 
Office of the CEO  
Country Fire Authority  
Mobile   
 
On 12 Oct 2016, at 9:36 am, Hodder, Patrick (SEN) <Patrick.Hodder@aph.gov.au> wrote: 

Dear Emma 
  
RE: Inquiry into the Fair Work Amendment (Respect for Emergency Services Volunteers) Bill 2016 – 
Claim for Public Interest Immunity 
  
At the Senate Education and Employment Legislation Committee’s hearing on 28 September 2016, at 
page 88 of the Hansard, the committee requested certain documents on notice: 

 Senator Marshall requested documents relating to Seyfarth Shaw 

 The Chair, Senator McKenzie, requested the legal advice that informed the former CFA 
board that the EBA was going to contravene their capacity to operate appropriately 
  

In the letter of 7 October 2016 from Mr Greg Wilson to the committee, Mr Wilson advised that the 
Victorian Government had assessed those documents and that the Victorian Government had 
claimed public interest immunity over the documents ‘on the basis that their production would be 
prejudicial to the public interest’. 
  
Could you please confirm whether the claim, and the grounds, for public interest immunity apply to 
both sets of documents: that is the documents requested by Senator Marshall, and the legal advice 
requested by Senator McKenzie. 
  
Regards 
  
Patrick Hodder | Principal Research Officer 

 
Education and Employment Committee  |  Department of the Senate 
Phone 02 6277 3546   
www.aph.gov.au/senate 

 

mailto:Patrick.Hodder@aph.gov.au
http://www.aph.gov.au/senate
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