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11 February 2016 

 
Committee Secretariat 
Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport & Cities 
Inquiry into the role of transport connectivity on stimulating development and economic activity 

 
The Inland Queensland Roads Action Plan (IQ-RAP) Working Group welcomes the opportunity to make a 
submission to House of Representatives Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport & Cities Inquiry 
into the role of transport connectivity on stimulating development and economic activity. 
 
The IQ-RAP is the first strategic level analysis and prioritisation of a road network of around 16,000 kilometres 
of rural roads, which covers 82% of Queensland’s area and takes in 33 Local Governments. The plan was 
developed through an alliance of the 33 Local Governments, eight Regional Roads and Transport Groups 
(RRTGs), Regional Development Australia Committees and RACQ. These Local Governments have supported 
this initiative financially, with advice and expertise to develop greater productivity, improved safety and 
connectivity. The plan has also drawn upon all existing RRTG strategic plans and priorities and data, 
Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) data, plans and documents and relevant Australian 
Government plans, documents and data.  

Regional, rural and remote roads in western Queensland carry a significant portion of the export and 
domestic freight task and drive tourism market while connecting communities for emergencies and day-to-
day requirements. 52%, that is, $140 billion of Queensland’s Gross State Product, is generated outside 
Brisbane. However, these roads have over many years attracted less than the required funding for safety and 
productivity upgrades and rehabilitation.  

The IQ-RAP provides a methodology that can continue to be used to monitor the infrastructure gap and 
review priorities. It analyses existing data on bridge and road conditions against TMR intervention and vision 
standards, and prioritises investment based on the following values: 

• Economic value – supports economic activity across all industries, and is able to carry heavy freight 
efficiently in most weather conditions with enhanced safety levels for all users; 

• Strategic intent – provides stimulus to future economic development; 
• Safety – carries traffic safely; 
• Access – ensures roads within the network are of a constituent and adequate quality with 

predictable travel conditions; and 
• Social value – connects communities for education, health, employment, business and recreation. 
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The development of the Inland Queensland Road Action Plan has been financially supported by the 
following organisations: 
 
Local government: 
Balonne Shire Council  

Banana Shire Council  

Barcaldine Regional Council  

Barcoo Shire Council  

Blackall-Tambo Regional 
Council  

Boulia Shire Council  

Bulloo Shire Council  

Burke Shire Council  

Carpentaria Shire Council  

Central Highlands Regional 
Council  

Charters Towers Regional 
Council 

Cloncurry Shire Council  

Croydon Shire Council  

Diamantina Shire Council  

Etheridge Shire Council  

Flinders Shire Council  

Gladstone Regional Council  

Isaac Regional Council  

Longreach Regional Council  

Mackay Regional Council  

Maranoa Regional Council  

Mareeba Shire Council 

McKinlay Shire Council  

Mount Isa City Council  

Murweh Shire Council  

Paroo Shire Council  

Quilpie Shire Council  

Richmond Shire Council  

Rockhampton Regional 
Council  

Tablelands Regional Council  

Townsville City Council  

Whitsunday Regional Council  

Winton Shire Council

Regional Development Australia Committees: 
RDA Darling Downs South 

West Committee 

RDA Mackay-Isaac-Whitsunday Committee 

RDA Far North Queensland and Torres Strait Committee 

RDA Townsville and North West Queensland Committee 

 
RACQ 
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