Vital lifesaving medicines are being
shelved by the Federal Government
— just to keep the Budget in surplus

Organised by the Consumers Health Forum of Australia

- Medicines that are to be listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) in Australia go through a rigorous assessment of effectiveness
and price versus benefit by the expert, independent Pharmaceutical
Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC).

- Until February this year, PBAC-recommended medicines with a
financial impact of under $10 million per year were almost invariably
listed on the PBS, allowing Australian consumers affordable, subsidised
access to these life-enhancing, and often life-saving, medications.

- But now, whether consumers will have access to the best,
affordable medicines is not being determined by experts, but
by the 20 politicians who make up Federal Cabinet. In February
2011, the Government decided that they would make the decisions
about which new medicines will be placed on the PBS and when that
will happen.

- Other than cost being a key factor, no information has been released
about how (abinet will make these important health decisions about
what drugs are made available and what are held back.

- Affordable medicines and vaccines that save and prolong lives

are being denied to some of the most vulnerable chronically

ill Australians by a short-sighted decision by the Government

to disregard the recommendations of PBAC. Consumers fear a
backlog of medicines caught in the Cabinet process as more and more
necessary medicines face indefinite deferral.

- This decision may actually end up costing tax payers more money

because sick people may have to seek other, more expensive
treatments, go into hospital for care and stop taking part in the
workforce. The PBS cannot be viewed only as a cost — it must be
seen as a fundamental investment in the health of our nation.

- Australia can afford these new medicines NOW. People with

chronic illnesses should not have to suffer continued delays in
access to medicines because of the Government’s very short term
budgetary goals.

- Tell your MP this has to change. Demand action.

As organisations representing and supporting health consumers,
we call on the Federal Government to reverse this short-sighted
decision and return to the process that has worked well and supported

consumer access to the best available medicines for over 50 years.

o) 2 A%

K&y (‘ A s=' /M4 “ 2 V'o
ustralia n Aum.-\u.\N [ - M. Comti u‘ dation  Breast
Living with dementia LUNG ‘ m “j;!:;}'f; M 4 Cr:mser C]'I.rOl’uC

n

W

Consumers

s
0N

oM

Network Illness austravria

Lttt b wollbing Australia

Health Forum Alliance ~ Gvinglife back
of Australia
6 - B Hl"thrltls Qcancer m — voices a‘(&' { “\ NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH o
“ rt h IT&%SER%[% Ine. wsmﬁwswcmm VOICES nsw _ austra la GENFTIC SLIPPORT COLNCI WA \‘/ consTTE e ggpgefypgcﬁs- :
7 --‘f’-l"" I i &, .
[ R @) ositd] hCEo HCRRA
» : g g & SO
D'a betes s O 2TV E ' flhCox t J st Corsupa o s ;ﬁgcg%simsu
4)AmmnmS&
e |Ie S
AHCN S KRS agor-= NAPWa painoustiala - TSR
V\G CO,17
‘i(/Q l \
NI . ﬁkTpeLags,ﬁema hepatitis QCON (@) e~
BRAINTUMOUR O\%*’?(us ¥ S" m"‘ “g"g'-m Unifying suppor australia REATHawELsENG

i &

AUSTRALIA

Thalassaemla
Society of NSW

Queensland Voice
for Mental Health

f TROKE PositiveLifeNSW

The Challenge the voice of people with HIV since 1988

Eueensland
Oﬂtwe
eope

@C&ahs: teahcare 5+

Prostate Cancer
Foundation
of Australin

whml

[0 health matters &

4

wom

LINCIL (WA) INC

Eesssssssssssmmm—  Parkinson’s Australia

5:3‘ HEALTH RIGHTS & COMMUNITY ACTION Inc
Peaple working to improve the safety & quality of Health Services
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