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Our Ref: Environmental Management/Programs/Water Management

1 December 2010

Murray Darling Basin Authority
PO Box 3001
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Sirs

RE: SUBMISSION ~ GUIDE TO THE PROPOSED BASIN PLAN

Murray Shire Council covers an area of 4, 328km in Southern New
South Wales, with the Murray River being the southem border and the
state border with Victoria. The Shire has an estimated resident
population of 7,359 as at 30 June 2010. The area has experienced
significant growth over the years, with an.ave
of approximately 2%. However, over the last
growth has been two -paced. Moam

cashing up Water--'entlt]ements as a result of water buy backs.
Approximately 50% of the Murray Shire area is serviced by Murray
irrigation Limited (MIL) and direct advice from this company reveals
that there has already been a loss of 18% in water allocations from
the share holders of the company. The proposal contained in the
Guide could decrease the total water availability through MIL by in
excess of 50%. There are other smaller private irrigation schemes that
service other parts of the Shire that have similar stories to MIL.
Council has also seen serious social issues, such as mental health, as
part of the drought and water buy back process.

In addition to the rural agriculture iosses to the Shire, the community
has been further devastated by the loss of the Red Gum timber
industry as a result of the declaration of National Parks within the
area. This declaration has seen the loss of a viable $80M per annum
industry to the region and associated social and economic downtumn.
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It is against this background, that Council makes its submission to the
Guide issued by the Authority.

Economic Issues:

e The summary in the Guide indicates that there will be an $800M
loss in production and a corresponding job loss of 800 within the
Basin, which is totally flawed. As can be seen from the
information provided in the introduction o this submission, 800
jobs could be lost in Echuca/Moama alone.

« MiL service 750,000 hectares of land, which includes 1,200 farm
businesses and 2,500 land holders. It empioyfﬁs'-_mo staff and has
a tumover of $40M. A 50% reduction mentioned in the
introduction would devastate this area as a Vlable irrigation area
and MIL itself. :

s  Typically, irrigation land are sma
be viable as dry land units.

land h‘de:m;g and would not

¢  The Deniliquin Rice Mill
recent announcement fo
the community. Howeve
allocations will g
the local co

surrounding ti

19 has been welcomed by
inued decrease in water
f the Rice Mill and flow on to
. including Deniliquin and
e significant social and

sectors'of the "mmunlty for the loss of economic activity as a
result of the oposed water buy backs and irrigation cuts. it
would not be just the land holders themselves, but the local
communities and businesses will also be severely affected.

¢« Much discussion has been referred to the “swiss cheese effect”.
As an example, the Cadell lrrigation Scheme, which is located
within the Murray Shire, has 20 members. if some of these
members become willing sellers, then those who are left may
become compulsory sellers and the Scheme would not be viable.

s  Already within Murray Shire, there is a scheme in Mathoura which
formerly had 14 members and now has seven (7). This reduction
in members is already having severe economic impacts on the
remaining members of the scheme.

e The whole issue is affecting, and will continue to affect, business
confidence, which will in turn affect property values.
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s  Other legislation such as the NSW Native Vegetation Act have
already put constraints on the development of land for agriculture,
which has had adverse economic impacts.

Science:

s  Council is of the view that any Murray Darling basin plan needs to
be prepared on a holistic basis, which includes all of the
extractions including Melbourne, the lower lakes, the Cotta Dam
in the Australian Capital Territory and the Menindee Lakes. Any
omissions of this nature undermine the cred:blilty of a total basin
plan. :

¢ During community consultations, environmentégl scientists, such
as Jennifer Marohasy and Dr Leigh Benson, have been put
forward as providing alternative views to the science utilised
within the Guide. It is considered that this woé hould be used in
determining scientific issues. '

how water will be delivered
re research undertaken

@ No information has been
{0 the environment The

overbank fiooding. The Barmal
in delivering water to ‘the: iower
been prowded en these consti

on river health accordlng to the: vblumes It is considered that this
hation.. is based on pure anthme‘uc rather than any

of all the buy backs from all programs at both State and Federal
level.

¢ In addition, why aren't the water sharing plans that have been
developed throughout the various catchments being recognised
in this process?

e Council reiterates that there should be more innovation in
managing environmental water. Council is aware that the Millewa
Forest can be watered using engineering methods to maintain the
health of the wetlands and the forest.
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Social:

» [t has been menticned that there have been significant mental
health issues involved with the on-going drought and buy back
program. These issues have contributed to significant levels of
suicide within the region.

e The effects on a small community can be devastating. For
example, the Wakool township once had 12 tennis teams, two (2)
cricket teams and buoyant local businesses. Today, these
sporting teams and local businesses do not exist within the
Wakoo! community.

Environment:

*  Within the Guide there is emphasis on the river environment, but
no real emphasis on the env;ronme the tand that has been
irrigated for many years. {rrigatign: improved the environment
of land within the region and oted its own environmental

f major dust storms has

erefore, the environment

consideration must include the within the catchment, not just
the rivers and the wetiands

sultation should be undertaken with the current
socio-economic study. Without real consuitation in this process,
there will be no community buy-in to the information that is going
to be developed. In addition, consultation in the next stages of the
development of the Plan needs to take place in communities
within the Basin.

Other Submissions:

¢  Council has been integratively involved with, and supports, other
organisations and the development of their submissions. This
includes the following:
o Part of group of councils to sign declaration of concern in
Parliament House Canberra on 22 November 2010;
o Murray Darling Association;
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o Riverina and Murray Regional Organisations of Councils;
o Murray lrrigation Limited; and
o Murray Group of Concerned Communities.

Obviously this issue is of significant concemn to this Council, the
community within the Council area, as well as all the communities
within the Murray Darling Basin. In addition, the reduction in food
production that will occur as a result of the withdrawal of irrigation is a
national issue, which shouid be taken into consideration in the
process. -

Council looks forward to a more consultative and:ff_jsensitive process
from here on that includes its community and the cammunities of the
Basin. @i

Should you require further

n, please  contact the
undersigned

Yours sincerely

Greg Murqg
General M

MPs (as per attached list)
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