


















recommendations concerning the amendment of the Act, to resolve any
outstanding ambiguities.

The Australian Capital Territory does not seek to interpose contrary advice to that
which might be provided to the Governor-General by the Federal Executive
Council.

Instead it makes the following points:

(l) This is the first time that the Governor-General will be requested to disallow a
law of the Australian Capital Territory under section 35. This is an
exceptional request, which will inevitably form the basis for future precedent,
not just in relation to the Australian Capital Territory, but in relation to self­
governing territories and other polities, including the Commonwealth itself.

(2) It is submitted that the power to disallow does not exist at large, but is
constrained by ordinary convention in relation to Crown consideration of new
legislation.

(3) The Australian Capital Territory stands ready to consider amending the Act in
accordance with any recommendation made by the Governor-General under
subsection 35(4) of the Australian Capital Territory (Sel.fGovernment) Act
1988.
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