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Your birth mother had sons aged 9 and 7 years who were in her care. You birth mother described
them as “very bright”. The interviewing officer recorded that your birth mother had “fully suppoﬁed
herself and 2 children for the past 2 years”.

Your birth father

Information recorded about your birth father from the time of your birth is believed to have been
provided by your birth mother. Your birth father's name was not recorded at the time of your birth
and adoption.

Records state that your birth father was a 28 year old single man of Australian nationality and he
was 6 feet in height with a medium build and that he had bionde hair, blue eyes and a “fair-
medium” complexion. It is recorded that your birth father attained a Junior pass level of education.
Records indicate that your birth father’s special interests were water skiing, swimming and archery.
It is recorded that your birth father was employed as a Clerk. There is no religious affiliation
recorded for your birth father. It is recorded that your birth father had not made any financial
arrangements for your support at the time of your birth and your birth mother advised the
interviewing officer that she was no lenger associating with your birth father.

As you are aware, your birth mother provided further information to the Department of
Communities in 1991 and 1996 which called into question the accuracy of the information recorded
about your birth father at the time of your birth. The department is unable fo release this
information as it was clearly stated that this information was provided only for the department.

Birth family medical history

There is no information contained in departmental records regarding hereditary traits or medlcal
history for either of your birth parents. As you are also aware, Adoption Services Queensiand
sought further medical information from the time of your birth from Queensiand Heaith in 2009 and
was advised that there was no further information available from the time of your birth.

Application for your birth certificate

Now that you have your adoption information, you may apply for a certified copy of your original
birth certificate by making application to the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages in Brisbane
with the enclosed Authorisation.

Request by your birth mother for no contact

As you are aware from your previous contact with our office, your birth mother provided a contact
statement requesting no contact on 23 May 1991 and 9 July 1996. Please find a copy of the
statement of acknowledgement form which states that you acknowledge the details of this contact
statement and are aware of the offence conditions should you make contact with your birth mother.

Thank you for your request to receive a copy of the objection forms lodged by your birth mother.
Adoption Services Queensland are unable to provide copies of these forms to you as they contain
information which would breach the privacy of your birth mother as she has clearly stated that this
information was provided only for the depariment.

Page 2 of 3
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f ASQ/FOI meeting
: E Queensland Government MINUTES
Department of Child Safsty

BRI 23 October 2007

VRIS Level 2, 111 George Street, Brisbane

}rqcy Rodger

Notes Written By,
‘ RS

Attendees

Present:

o : A : Freedom of information Branch),
s Terry Cronin {Direcio atewide Services),
. « Tracy Rodger (A/Mardger, Adoption-Services Queensiand)

A

pologies
' ption Services, ASQ
Leader Post Adoption Services, ASQ)

Minutes

Purpose of Meeting:

To discuss concerns identified by FOI with re

Background: :
Michelle Duckworth had contacted Tracy Rodger Ye i veek to advise there were discrepancies in
the file of Matthew Cotterell, Tracy had requested i i Qrder to be shown the discrepancies to
assist ASQ in addressing concems.

Discugsion:

.Micheife advised that Mr. Cotterell is going through two procesge
1. Information Commission — an independent body who rediewN
2. A new FOI application

During the FOI process, Michelle had noted discrepancies on his file §
1991, and one from 1996.

s There have been previous frauduient objections applications in the history of
Queensland. In a previous case an adoptive mother had placed an objectig
response, 11 files were pulled from the Queensland adoptions files and 6 oft
fraudulent. This is a fact that is known by support agencies.

Mr. Cotterell has a poor relation ship with his adoptive mother.
Adoptive family may have had previous knowledge of the birth mother.
Birth Mother's name is Gail (Mr. Cotterell knows this)

!Mrg Cotlerell’s birth name is Christopher
44 (1]

Mr. Cotterell knows there were two brothers when he was bomn
Mr. Cotterell knows his time/date and place of birth (in ambulancs)

or a*Birth mother. In
2100 were found to

.
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Minutes

The discrepancies on the objections forms were:
« 1991 objection:
o used most recent name[ i< ) 1}
o Form whited out (triggen)

s 1896 form:

cEEE

it was discussed that the discr ;%Acies‘ coupled with the background of the identification of fraudulent
objection forms bei nd orf regord ip adoptions services in Queensland, lead to the conclusion, that the
forms may not be va P ] ' i
St | While there is no hard evidence, the validity of the forms
comes into question. Dss%f?gﬂ centered on how to ascertain whether the forms are valid or not and it
.appeared the only way o derthat is to outgedch to the birth mother to ask her.

It was agreed that the most app?pffj\i@
i

in DChS to undertake outreach action was ASQ.

L 1 ASQ would keep FOl/Legal
Services branches updaied about acug 7/takey’
N
FO! would release! AT NN i

|
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Action items Timeframe Othe:; :;ct:cm
feqitired

‘- FOI/ASQ to re-mest as required

To be decided




The personal affairs of a person

7

10.

Information concerns “the personal affairs of a person” if it concerns private
aspects of a person’s life, inciuding family and marital relationships, health or
ill-health, relationships with and emotional ties to other people and domestic
responsibiiities or financial obligations. Whether a document comprises such
information is a question of fact, to be determined according to the proper
characterisation of the information in question [Re Stewart].

Generally, the name of a person is not regarded, in itself, as a matter
concerning the personal affairs of a person. However, when that information
is linked with other information, for example, the identification of the name as
the mother of a person, the name may concern the personal affairs of that
person.

The Information Commissioner has previously held that information which
names a putative father relates to the personal affairs of that person and that
it is irrelevant that the person is deceased [RE KBN].

I have determined the analysis of the Information Commissioner in Re KBN to
be relevant to the present case. The matter in issue comprises information
concerning the personal affairs of the birth mother, inextricably interwoven
with information concerning the applicant's personal affairs. Accordingly, the
matter in issue is prima facie exempt from disclosure to the applicant, subject
to the application of the public interest balancing test contained within section
44(1).

Public interest

13

The information sought by the applicant is not exempt from release if
disclosure of the information is considered to be in the public interest.

In the matter of Re KBN, the Information Commissioner stated that the task of
determining where the public interest lies will depend upon the nature and
relative weight of the conflicting public interest considerations which are
identifiable as relevant in any given case.

in Re KBN, in deciding whether the name of a putative father should be
released, the Information Commissioner considered certain factors. | have
applied these factors, where relevant, in determining the public interest
considerations in deciding whether to release personal information of the birth
mother in this matter.

{a) The age of the matter in issue — given all the circumstances of the
case and the particular nature of the information in issue, the
sensitivity of the information would not have diminished to any
significant degree with the passage of time. The applicant was born in
1973. The birth mother has objections to contact and release of
identifying information in place pursuant to the Adoption of Children
Act 1964,

{b) Department as the only source of information - the applicant has not
stated whether or not his surname at birth could be obtained from
another source which would reduce the weight which would be
attached to the interests of privacy of the birth mother.
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(c) Social circumstances — while society's general attitude toward
“lliegitimate children” is different from what it was at the time of the
recording of the information, disclosure of information which is likely to
lead to the identity of the birth mother in this case couild still be viewed
as potentially damaging to the reputation or social status of that
individual and any family members.

{d) Need or right to know — a compelling “need to know” for an applicant
may be taken into account when considering the public interest. The
applicant argues that he has several identifiable rights to have access
to the information.  The applicant clearly has a more compelling
interest in obtaining access to the identifying information of the birth
mother than cther members of the pubiic.

(e) Likelihood of searchicontact — search efforts resulting in contact could
have a variety of negative effects, especially since the birth mother
has an objection to contact in place pursuant to the Adoption of
Children Act 1864.

{f) Privacy of the named person — the birth mother, would still have a
reasonable expectation of privacy in respect of the information. Given
the objection pursuant to the Adoption of Children Act 1964 has not
been revoked by the birth mother, it is obvious she intends to maintain
her privacy.

in my view, the pubiic interest considerations which favour disciosure of the
name of the birth mother are not strong enough to outweigh the public interest
in safeguarding the privacy of information concerning the personal affairs of
the birth mother.

Section 44(2) exception

15.

16.

Section 44(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 1992 provides that matter is
not exempt under section 44(1) merely because it relates to information
concerning the personal affairs of the person by whom, or on whose behalf,
an application for access to a document containing the matter is being made.

As stated above, the matter in issue, especially the applicant’s surname at
birth, comprises information concerning the personal affairs of the birth
mother, inextricably interwoven with information concerning the applicant's
personal affairs.

Section 48(1) Freedom of Information Act 1992

A7

Section 48(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 1992 provides that matter is
exempt matter if its disclosure is prohibited by an enactment mentioned in
the schedule 1 unless disclosure is required by a compelling reason in the
pubtic interest.

Enactment mentioned in schedule 1

18.

19.

The relevant enactment mentioned in schedule 1 of the Freedom of
Information Act 1992 is section 59(3) of the Adoption of Children Act 1964.

in part, section 59(3) of the Adoption of Children Act 1964 states:



