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Purpose of this Position Paper 
12&!(-=&!-,!*-M2(!:)*!(2&!&,(/A4-,2=&.(!):!/!./(-)./4!:)'/4!0)-.(!9-(2!*&,0).,-A-4-(F!:)*!>7,(*/4-/<,!'2-48*&.!/.8!:)*!'2-48*&.<,!
-,,7&,!/(!(2&!6&8&*/4!#)I&*.=&.(!4&I&4G!

12-,!0),-(-).!0/0&*!,&(,!)7(!(2&!I-&9!):!.).PM)I&*.=&.(!)*M/.-,/(-).,!/.8!-.8-I-87/4,!9)*b-.M!-.!(2&!'2-48*&.<,!/.8!F)7(2!
,&'()*!-.!>7,(*/4-/DG!12-,!0/0&*!8&4-.&/(&,!(2&!/M*&&8!b&F!0*-.'-04&,!92-'2!(2&!"#$!,&'()*!0*)0),&,!/,!/!=-.-=7=!
*&T7-*&=&.(!:)*!(2&!&,(/A4-,2=&.(!):!/.!&::&'(-I&!/.8!-.8&0&.8&.(!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!92)!=&&(,!(2&!
4&/8&*,2-05!/8I)'/'F!/.8!=).-()*-.M!'/0/'-(-&,!*&T7-*&8!()!,/:&M7/*8!/.8!-=0*)I&!(2&!*-M2(,!/.8!9&44PA&-.M!):!>7,(*/4-/.!
'2-48*&.G!12-,!4-,(!):!/M*&&8!b&F!0*-.'-04&,!-,!.)(!-.(&.8&8!()!A&!&`2/7,(-I&G!12-,!0/0&*!/4,)!)7(4-.&,!(2&!*)4&,5!:7.'(-).,!/.8!
0)9&*,!92-'2!/44!):!(2&!&.8)*,-.M!)*M/.-,/(-).,!2/I&!/'2-&I&8!').,&.,7,!).5!/.8!8&&=!.&'&,,/*FG!!!

 
Background 
>7,(*/4-/!*/(-:-&8!(2&!W"!;).I&.(-).!).!(2&!3-M2(,!):!(2&!;2-48![;3;\!-.!DSSC!7.8&*!(2&!Z/9b&!#)I&*.=&.(5!')==-((-.M!
()!&.,7*-.M!(2/(!&I&*F!'2-48!-.!>7,(*/4-/!2/,!(2&-*!*-M2(,!'4&/*4F!/*(-'74/(&8!7.8&*!(2&!;).I&.(-).G!!
J.!BCCE5!(2&!W"!;)==-((&&!).!(2&!3-M2(,!):!(2&!;2-48!*&')==&.8&8!-.!-(,!;).'478-.M!$A,&*I/(-).,!(2/(!>7,(*/4-/!
,(*&.M(2&.!-(,!&::)*(,!()!A*-.M!8)=&,(-'!4/9,!/.8!0*/'(-'&!-.()!').:)*=-(F!9-(2!(2&!0*-.'-04&,!/.8!0*)I-,-).,!):!(2&!
;).I&.(-).G!!J(!9/,!*&')==&.8&8!(2/(!(2-,!A&!/'2-&I&8!(2*)7M2!=&'2/.-,=,!,7'2!/,!(2&!/8)0(-).!):!/!./(-)./4!
:*/=&9)*b!:)*!'2-48*&.5!&.,2*-.&8!-.!:&8&*/4!4&M-,4/(-).5!()!=/b&!,(/(&PA/,&8!'2-48*&.<,!0)4-'-&,!=)*&!').,-,(&.(G!1)!8/(&5!
(2&!8&I&4)0=&.(!):!/!A*)/8!./(-)./4!0)4-'F!:*/=&9)*b!()!0*)=)(&!(2&!4).M!(&*=!8&I&4)0=&.(!/.8!9&44PA&-.M!):!'2-48*&.!
2/,!.)(!A&&.!&,(/A4-,2&8!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!

J.!Y7.&!BCDD5!>7,(*/4-/<,!)::-'-/4!*&,0).,&!()!(2&!W"!Z7=/.!3-M2(,!;)7.'-4<,!W.-I&*,/4!+&*-)8-'!3&I-&9!):!>7,(*/4-/!
/''&0(&8P-.P0/*(!(2&!').(-.7-.M!')==-(=&.(!()!!"#$%&'()*+,+$&--(.%"+'&%"+/&'+,+),0(&),%+12(%3'")4-+1&55(--(&)"'<!7.8&*!
3&')==&.8/(-).!BRGB!

$.!DN(2!$'()A&*!BCDD5!(2&!W"!;)==-((&&!).!(2&!3-M2(,!):!(2&!;2-48!*&4&/,&8!-(,!V-,(!):!J,,7&,L!()!(2&!>7,(*/4-/.!
#)I&*.=&.(!').'&*.-.M!/88-(-)./4!/.8!708/(&8!-.:)*=/(-).!*&4/(&8!()!>7,(*/4-/<,!:)7*(2!0&*-)8-'!*&0)*(!,'2&874&8!:)*!(2&!
U/FPY7.&!BCDB!,&,,-).!):!(2&!;)==-((&&G!12&!;)==-((&&!2/,!*&T7&,(&8!(2/(!(2&!>7,(*/4-/.!#)I&*.=&.(!c$%",-"+$'&6(3"+
()/&'5,0(&)+&)+$'&*'"--7+(/+,)87+1&)1"')()*+02"+"-0,.%(-25")0+&/+,+9,0(&),%+:&55(--(&)"'+/&'+:2(%3'")+,)3+;&<)*+="&$%"<G!!12&!
>7,(*/4-/.!#)I&*.=&.(!-,!*&T7-*&8!()!*&,0).8!-.!9*-(-.M!A&:)*&!D!U/*'2!BCDB5!/2&/8!):!-(,!,'2&874&8!/00&/*/.'&!A&:)*&!
(2&!;)==-((&&!-.!#&.&I/G!!

J(!-,!9-8&4F!*&')M.-,&8!(2/(!(2&!/00)-.(=&.(!):!/.!>7,(*/4-/.!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!-,!.&&8&8!()!/,,-,(!-.!
A7-48-.M!/!,)'-&(F!(2/(!I/47&,!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&5!4-,(&.,!()!(2&-*!I-&9,!/.8!&.,7*&,!&I&*F!'2-48!2/,!(2&!=&/.,!/.8!
)00)*(7.-(F!:)*!,/:&(F!/.8!9&44PA&-.MG!12&!/00)-.(=&.(!):!(2-,!,(/(7()*F!/7(2)*-(F!9)748!').(*-A7(&!()!(2&!./(-)./4!
4&/8&*,2-0!()!=).-()*-.M!/.8!/8I)'/(-.M!:)*!(2&!,/:&(F!/.8!9&44PA&-.M!):!>7,(*/4-/.!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
D!12&!:744!4-,(!):!&.8)*,-.M!)*M/.-,/(-).,!-,!/(!0/M&!DL!
B!>7,(*/4-/<,!*&,0).,&!()!(2&!W+3!-,!/I/-4/A4&!/(d!2((0dee999G2*4'G)*MG/7e:-4&,e>7,(*/4-/,P6)*=/4PW+3P3&,0).,&G08:!!
L!12&!W"!;)==-((&&<,!V-,(!):!J,,7&,!-,!/I/-4/A4&!/(d!2((0dee999BG)2'2*G)*Me&.M4-,2eA)8-&,e'*'e8)',e;3;G;G>W%GfGOG8)'!!
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12&!'/44!:)*!(2&!/00)-.(=&.(!):!/!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!-,!.)(!/!.&9!).&!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!X-44,!:)*!(2&!/00)-.(=&.(!
):!/!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.g,!;)==-,,-).&*!2/I&!A&&.!-.(*)87'&8!AF!12&!Z).!"-')4/!3)`).!U+!-.!BCCL5!AF!:)*=&*!@&=)'*/(,!
%&./()*!>.8*&9!X/*(4&((!-.!BCCR!/.8!=),(!*&'&.(4F!AF!(2&!>7,(*/4-/.!#*&&.,!%&./()*!%/*/2!Z/.,).Pa)7.M!-.!BCDCG!

12&!;)==).9&/4(2!;)==-,,-).&*!:)*!;2-48*&.!/.8!a)7.M!+&)04&!X-44!BCDC5!-.(*)87'&8!AF!%&./()*!Z/.,).Pa)7.M7+9/,!
*&I-&9&8!-.!U/F!BCDD!AF!(2&!%&./(&!V&M/4!/.8!;).,(-(7(-)./4!>::/-*,!V&M-,4/(-).!;)==-((&&!92-'2!*&')==&.8&8!-(!.)(!A&!
0/,,&8!/.8!-.,(&/8!A&!').,-8&*&8!-.!8&4-A&*/(-).,!7.8&*!(2&!9,0(&),%+>',5"?&'@+/&'+='&0"10()*+A<-0',%(,4-+:2(%3'")+BCCDE
BCBCG!!12-,!6*/=&9)*b!9/,!/M*&&8!AF!/44!%(/(&!/.8!1&**-()*F!M)I&*.=&.(,!/.8!(2&!:&8&*/4!M)I&*.=&.(!-.!BCCSG!!J(!
/*(-'74/(&,!/!,2/*&8!/M&.8/!:)*!'2/.M&5!9-(2!./(-)./4!4&/8&*,2-0!()9/*8,!')==).!M)/4,G!!J(!-,!:)7.8&8!).!/!,2/*&8!A&4-&:!
(2/(!/44!'2-48*&.!2/I&!(2&!*-M2(!()!A&!,/:&!/.8!()!*&'&-I&!4)I-.M!'/*&!/.8!,700)*(!/.8!(2/(!'2-48*&.!/4,)!2/I&!/!*-M2(!()!
*&'&-I&!(2&!,&*I-'&,!(2&F!.&&8!()!&./A4&!(2&=!()!,7''&&8!-.!4-:&G!

++

2011 NGO Roundtable!

$.!BN(2!%&0(&=A&*!BCDD5!b&F!'2-48*&.<,!/.8!F)7(2!)*M/.-,/(-).,!/.8!-.8-I-87/4,!=&(!/(!/.!"#$!3)7.8(/A4&!2),(&8!AF!(2&!
>7,(*/4-/.!Z7=/.!3-M2(,!;)==-,,-).![>Z3;\!/.8!(2&!>7,(*/4-/.!a)7(2!>::/-*,!;)/4-(-).![>a>;\!()!,2/*&!0&*,0&'(-I&,!).!/!
0)(&.(-/4!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!/.8!()!')=&!()!,)=&!')==).!/M*&&=&.(!).!(2&!b&F!0*-.'-04&,!):!(2/(!$::-'&G!
12-,!0),-(-).!0/0&*!,(/(&,!(2&!DO!/M*&&8!b&F!0*-.'-04&,!/M*&&8!70).!AF!(2&!)*M/.-,/(-).,!-.!/((&.8/.'&!/(!(2&!"#$!
3)7.8(/A4&!/.8!AF!/88-(-)./4!)*M/.-,/(-).,!92)!9&*&!.)(!0*&,&.(5!A7(!92)!2/I&!&.8)*,&8!(2&!0*-.'-04&,!-.!:744G!

!

Children and Family Roundtable!

$.!LC(2!")I&=A&*!BCDD5!(2&!:-*,(!=&&(-.M!):!(2&!#-44/*8!#)I&*.=&.(<,!.&9!;2-48*&.!/.8!6/=-4F!3)7.8(/A4&!9/,!2&48!-.!
U&4A)7*.&!=/8&!70!):!DO!'2-48!/.8!:/=-4F!&`0&*(,!/.8!/8I)'/(&,!-.'478-.M!=&=A&*,!:*)=!0&/b!A)8-&,5!/'/8&=-/5!,&*I-'&!
0*)I-8&*,!/.8!*&0*&,&.(/(-I&,!):!'/*&*,5!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!12&!=&&(-.M!9/,!;2/-*&8!AF!(2&.!+/*4-/=&.(/*F!
%&'*&(/*F!:)*!;)==7.-(F!%&*I-'&,5!Y74-&!;)44-.,!/.8!/4,)!/((&.8&8!AF!(2&.!>(()*.&FP#&.&*/45!3)A&*(!U';4&44/.85!(2&!(2&.!
U-.-,(&*!:)*!6/=-4-&,5!Z)7,-.M5!;)==7.-(F!%&*I-'&,!/.8!J.8-M&.)7,!>::/-*,5!Y&..F!U/'b4-.5!(2&!U-.-,(&*!:)*!%'2))4!
H87'/(-).5!H/*4F!;2-482))8!/.8!a)7(25!+&(&*!#/**&((5!/.8!(2&!U-.-,(&*!:)*!H=04)F=&.(!+/*(-'-0/(-).!/.8!;2-48!;/*&5!h/(&!
H44-,G!>!@-,'7,,-).!+/0&*!)7(4-.-.M!(2&!*)4&!/.8!:7.'(-).!):!/!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!9/,!*&4&/,&85!-.I-(-.M!
,7A=-,,-).,!7.(-4!DK(2!@&'&=A&*!BCDDG!_&!')==&.8!(2&!8&I&4)0=&.(!):!(2-,!@-,'7,,-).!+/0&*!/.8!9&4')=&!(2&!-.I-(/(-).!
:)*!,7A=-,,-).,G!!
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Role of a National Children’s Commissioner 
The role of a National Children’s Commissioner is to protect and promote the rights, well-
being and development of Australia’s children and young people.  

!

!

Agreed Key Principles  
of a National Children’s Commissioner 
!

1. Effective Independence!

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should have effective independence 
from Government. 

>,!*&T7-*&8!AF!(2&!W.-(&8!"/(-).,!+/*-,!+*-.'-04&,O5!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!/'(!
-.8&0&.8&.(4F5!.)(!7.8&*!(2&!').(*)4!)*!8-*&'(-).!):!(2&!#)I&*.=&.(5!()!0*)=)(&!/.8!0*)(&'(!(2&!*-M2(,5!-.(&*&,(,!/.8!
9&44PA&-.M!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!

6&/(7*&,!(2/(!9)748!/88*&,,!(2-,!*&T7-*&=&.(!9)748!-.'478&d!

-G ,(/(7()*F!=/.8/(&i!
--G ,(/(7()*F!')==-(=&.(!()!(2&!+/*-,!+*-.'-04&,i!
---G ,(/(7()*F!0*)I-,-).!):!,&'7*-(F!):!(&.7*&i!
-IG 8-*&'(!*&0)*(-.M!()!+/*4-/=&.(i!/.8!
IG M7/*/.(&&!):!/8&T7/(&!*&,)7*'&,G!

!

2. Participation of Children!

Children and young people should be involved meaningfully in all aspects of the Office of the 
National Children’s Commissioner.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!2/I&!/.!&`04-'-(!')==-(=&.(!()!7,-.M!A&,(!0*/'(-'&!/.8!
').(-.7)7,!-=0*)I&=&.(!/00*)/'2&,!()!-.I)4I&!'2-48*&.!-.!(2&!8&I&4)0=&.(5!/00)-.(=&.(5!&.M/M&=&.(5!04/..-.M5!
)0&*/(-).!/.8!&I/47/(-).!):!(2-,!$::-'&G!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
O!12&!W"!+/*-,!+*-.'-04&,!/*&!/I/-4/A4&!/(d!2((0dee999BG)2'2*G)*Me&.M4-,2e4/9e0/*-,0*-.'-04&,G2(=!!
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12&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!0*)/'(-I&4F!-.I)4I&!/.8!').,74(!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!:*)=!8-I&*,&!
M*)70,!9-(2!8-::&*&.(!.&&8,5!-.!9/F,!(2/(!/*&!/00*)0*-/(&!()!(2&-*!'-*'7=,(/.'&,5!/M&!/.8!=/(7*-(F!,)!(2/(!(2&-*!I-&9,!/*&!
(/b&.!-.()!/'')7.(!-.!(2&!&`&*'-,&!):!(2&!;)==-,,-).&*<,!:7.'(-).,G!12&,&!/00*)/'2&,!):!&.M/M&=&.(!,2)748!A&!8&I&4)0&8!
AF!8*/9-.M!).!-.(&*./(-)./4!&`0&*-&.'&!:*)=!07A4-'5!')*0)*/(&!/.8!.).PM)I&*.=&.(!,)7*'&,G!!

3. Child Rights Principles!

The mandate of the Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should be based on the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and all other relevant human rights 
instruments. 

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!2/I&!/!=/.8/(&!()!0*)(&'(!/.8!0*)=)(&!(2&!9&44PA&-.M5!
-.(&*&,(,!/.8!*-M2(,!):!/44!'2-48*&.!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!12-,!')748!A&!&,(/A4-,2&8!AF!/!,(/(7()*F!')==-(=&.(!()!(2&!=).-()*-.M!/.8!
-=04&=&.(/(-).!):!(2&!;).I&.(-).!).!(2&!3-M2(,!):!(2&!;2-48![;3;\!/.8!)(2&*!*&4&I/.(!27=/.!*-M2(,!0*-.'-04&,G!12-,!9)748!
.)(!A&!/!,7A,(-(7(&!:)*!(2&!/88-(-)./4!*&,0&'(-I&!/.8!8-,(-.'(!*)4&,!):!#)I&*.=&.(!/.8!(2&!"#$!,&'()*!-.!-=04&=&.(-.M!/.8!
=).-()*-.M!(2&!;3;G!!

12&!;3;!9-44!0*)I-8&!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!9-(2!/!A*)/8!=/.8/(&!/'*),,!/44!-,,7&,!/::&'(-.M!
'2-48*&.!-.'478-.M!2&/4(25!&87'/(-).5!'2-48!0*)(&'(-).!/.8!0/*(-'-0/(-).G!J(!9-44!-.')*0)*/(&!0*-.'-04&,!):!.).P8-,'*-=-./(-).!
/.8!/::)*8!0*-)*-(F!()!I74.&*/A4&!M*)70,G!J=0)*(/.(4F5!;3;!*-M2(,!/*&!A*)/8&*!(2/.!'2-48!9&44PA&-.M5!A7(!/*&!-.'47,-I&!):!(2-,!
/-=G!!

!

4. Coordination and Non-Duplication!

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should coordinate with other relevant 
bodies to avoid duplication of function and to identify failure of collective or particular 
government responsibility.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!'))*8-./(&!9-(2!%(/(&!/.8!1&**-()*F!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*,!
/.8!#7/*8-/.,!/.8!)(2&*!*&4&I/.(!A)8-&,!()!&.,7*&!&::-'-&.(!/.8!')=0*&2&.,-I&!=).-()*-.M5!*&0)*(-.M!/.8!/'(-).G!!

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!9-44!8&I&4)0!/M*&&=&.(,!9-(2!;)==).9&/4(2!/M&.'-&,5!%(/(&!/.8!
1&**-()*F!A)8-&,!).!(2&!]7*-,8-'(-).!):!9)*b!/.8!0*)'&,,!):!'))0&*/(-).!/.8!-.(&*/'(-).!A&(9&&.!(2&,&!A)8-&,!()!&.,7*&!
'))*8-./(-).!/.8!.).P8704-'/(-).G!6)*!&`/=04&5!/.!/M*&&=&.(!8&4-.&/(-.M!(2&!0*)'&,,!):!/''&,,-.M!/.8!,2/*-.M!
-.:)*=/(-).!*&T7-*&8!AF!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!-.!*&4/(-).!()!2-,!)*!2&*!:7.'(-).,!9-44!A&!/M*&&8!
9-(2!%(/(&!/.8!1&**-()*F!A)8-&,G!

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!9-44!')=04&=&.(!(2&!9)*b!):!&`-,(-.M!-.,(-(7(-).,![&GMG!12&!>7,(*/4-/.!
Z7=/.!3-M2(,!;)==-,,-).5!+7A4-'!>8I)'/(&,5!$=A78,=/.!,'2&=&,\!(2/(!/*&!*&,0).,-A4&!:)*!0*)=)(-.M!/.8!0*)(&'(-.M!
(2&!*-M2(,!):!/44!'-(-j&.,5!-.'478-.M!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!!12&!;)==-,,-).&*!')748!0*)I-8&!&`0&*(!/8I-'&!()!(2&,&!
&`-,(-.M!-.,(-(7(-).,!/A)7(!*&,0).8-.M!A&((&*!()!(2&!.&&8,!/.8!-.(&*&,(,!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!

!

5. Prioritising Vulnerable Groups!



"#$!%&'()*!+),-(-).!+/0&*!?!@&'&=A&*!BCDD!
A National Commissioner for  

Australia’s Children | 8 

!

!  
!

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should have a specific mandate to 
protect and advocate for the rights of all vulnerable children and young people in Australia.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!2/I&!/7(2)*-(F!()!*&0*&,&.(!/44!'2-48*&.!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!12&!$::-'&!
,2)748!/4,)!2/I&!/!,0&'-:-'!0*-)*-(F!()!/::)*8!,0&'-/4!0*)(&'(-).!:)*!/44!I74.&*/A4&!)*!/(!*-,b!M*)70,!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!
0&)04&!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!>(!(2-,!'7**&.(!(-=&5!(2&,&!M*)70,!9)748!-.'478&5!A7(!9)748!.)(!A&!4-=-(&8!()5!>A)*-M-./4!/.8!1)**&,!
%(*/-(!J,4/.8&*!'2-48*&.5!'2-48*&.!,&&b-.M!/,F47=!-.!>7,(*/4-/5!*&:7M&&!'2-48*&.5!.).P'-(-j&.!'2-48*&.5!'2-48*&.!9-(2!8-,/A-4-(F!
/.8!'2-48*&.!-.!(2&!'2-48!0*)(&'(-).!,F,(&=!-.'478-.M!(2),&!-.!)7(!):!2)=&!'/*&G!12&!=/.8/(&!,2)748!/44)9!:)*!:4&`-A-4-(F!-.!
(2&!*)4&!):!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!()!*&,0).8!()!(2&!'2/.M-.M!./(7*&!):!'2-48*&.!92)!/*&!
*&')M.-,&8!/,!I74.&*/A4&!)*!/(P*-,b!A/,&8!).!A&,(P&I-8&.'&G!

!

6. Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young 
people!

Legislation governing the Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should give special 
recognition to the unique status of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young 
people as the First Peoples of Australia.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!M-I&!&`04-'-(!*&')M.-(-).!()!(2&!*-M2(,!/.8!7.-T7&!,(/(7,!):!
>A)*-M-./4!/.8!1)**&,!%(*/-(!J,4/.8&*!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!/,!(2&!6-*,(!+&)04&,!):!>7,(*/4-/G!12-,!,0&'-/4!,(/(7,!):!
>A)*-M-./4!/.8!1)**&,!%(*/-(!J,4/.8&*!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!')748!A&!*&')M.-,&8!-.!/!I/*-&(F!):!9/F,!,7'2!/,!(2*)7M2!/!
@&07(F!;)==-,,-).&*!*)4&G!%7'2!/!8&8-'/(&8!*)4&!9)748!*&8*&,,!(2&!0&*,-,(&.(!&`0&*-&.'&!):!8-,'*-=-./(-).5!&`'47,-).!/.8!
0)I&*(F!,7::&*&8!AF!=/.F!>A)*-M-./4!/.8!1)**&,!%(*/-(!J,4/.8&*!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!/.8!0*)I-8&!I-,-A-4-(F!/.8!
4&/8&*,2-0!:)*!,(*&.M(2,PA/,&8!/00*)/'2&,5!/.8!&.,7*&!,7-(/A4&!/.8!'74(7*/44F!/00*)0*-/(&!&.M/M&=&.(!9-(2!>A)*-M-./4!
/.8!1)**&,!%(*/-(!J,4/.8&*!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7(2G!!

!

7. Non-Discrimination and Accessibility 

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should be accessible to all children and 
young people in Australia, representing their interests on a non-discriminatory basis.  

12&!0*-.'-04&,!):!.).P8-,'*-=-./(-).!/.8!/''&,,-A-4-(F!,2)748!M7-8&!(2&!9)*b!):!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!
;)==-,,-).&*G!12-,!$::-'&!,2)748!(/b&!/44!/00*)0*-/(&!=&/,7*&,!()!&.,7*&!/44!M*)70,!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!*&'&-I&!
/''&,,!()!(2&!,&*I-'&,!0*)I-8&8!AF!(2-,!$::-'&!()!&.')7*/M&!(2&-*!0/*(-'-0/(-).5!-.!0/*(-'74/*!(2),&!=),(!I74.&*/A4&!/.8!/(!
*-,bG!12&!$::-'&!,2)748!*&0*&,&.(!(2&!').'&*.,!/.8!*-M2(,!):!'2-48*&.!).!/!.).P8-,'*-=-./()*F!A/,-,!()!&.,7*&!'2-48*&.!/.8!
F)7.M!0&)04&!8)!.)(!:/'&!&`'47,-).!A/,&8!).!/!0/*&.(<,!)*!4&M/4!M7/*8-/.<,!*/'&5!')4)7*5!M&.8&*5!8-,/A-4-(F!4/.M7/M&5!
*&4-M-).5!0)4-(-'/4!)*!)(2&*!)0-.-).5!./(-)./45!&(2-'/4!)*!,)'-/4!)*-M-.5!0*)0&*(F5!A-*(2!)*!)(2&*!/((*-A7(&G!H.,7*-.M!(2-,!
)7(')=&!9-44!*&T7-*&!0*-)*-(F!/((&.(-).!A&!M-I&.!()!(2&!=),(!8-,/8I/.(/M&85!I74.&*/A4&!/.8!=/*M-./4-,&8!M*)70,!):!'2-48*&.!
/.8!F)7(2G!

!

8. Proactive and Systematic Approach to Policy 
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The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should take a proactive and systematic 
approach to policy. It should pursue evidence-based policy based on up to date and accurate 
research.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!0*)/'(-I&4F!/8I)'/(&!:)*!&::&'(-I&!0)4-'-&,!/.8!M))8!0*/'(-'&!-.!
0)4-'F!=/b-.M!92-'2!8&4-I&*!T7/4-(F!)7(')=&,!:)*!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!12-,!')748!(/b&!(2&!:)*=!):!8&I&4)0-.M!
M7-8&4-.&,!:)*!M)I&*.=&.(!8&0/*(=&.(,!()!7,&!92&.!8&I&4)0-.M!4&M-,4/(-).5!,-=-4/*!()!92/(!2/,!A&&.!8&I&4)0&8!AF!(2&!_>!
;)==-,,-).&*!:)*!;2-48*&.!/.8!a)7.M!+&)04&EG!!!

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!=).-()*!/.8!2)48!(2&!#)I&*.=&.(!()!/'')7.(!).!(2&!
8&I&4)0=&.(!/.8!/004-'/(-).!):!4/9,!/.8!'*),,P]7*-,8-'(-).!/M*&&=&.(,![&GMG!Z)7,-.M!>M*&&=&.(5!@-,/A-4-(F!>M*&&=&.(!
/.8!"/(-)./4!6*/=&9)*b!:)*!+*)(&'(-.M!>7,(*/4-/<,!;2-48*&.\5!-.'478-.M!*&4/(&8!0)4-'-&,5!0*)M*/=,!/.8!:7.8-.M!/::&'(-.M!
'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!/'*),,!>7,(*/4-/G!!

!

9. Adequately Resourced!

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should be adequately resourced to 
conduct and carry out the functions demanded of this role at a national level.   

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!A&!0*)I-8&8!9-(2!/8&T7/(&!:7.8-.M!/.8!/44)'/(&8!*&,)7*'&,!()!
&::&'(-I&4F!:74:-44!(2&!*)4&!/.8!:7.'(-).,!):!(2-,!$::-'&G!>!;)==-,,-).&*!9-44!.&&8!,(/::-.M5!/.!)::-'&5!(&'2.-'/4!/.8!)(2&*!
*&,)7*'&,!,7::-'-&.(!()!').87'(!2-,!)*!2&*!9)*b!).!/!./(-)./4!,'/4&G!

!

10. Mechanism of Appointment 

The process of appointing the National Children’s Commissioner must include children and 
young people as well as engage key representatives within the Australian children’s and 
youth sector. 

>,!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!9-44!8-*&'(4F!-=0/'(!/.8!*&0*&,&.(!(2&!*-M2(,!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!
0&)04&!-.!>7,(*/4-/5!(2&!/00)-.(=&.(!):!(2&!8&'-,-).!=/b-.M!0*)'&,,!:)*!/00)-.(-.M!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!
,2)748!0*)/'(-I&4F!-.I)4I&!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!!

h&F!*&0*&,&.(/(-I&,!:*)=!(2&!>7,(*/4-/.!'2-48*&.<,!/.8!F)7(2!,&'()*!,2)748!A&!').,74(&8!87*-.M!(2&!8*/:(-.M!):!4&M-,4/(-).5!!
/.8!(2&!.)=-./(-).5!,&4&'(-).!/.8!/00)-.(=&.(!0*)'&,,!()!&.,7*&!/.!/00*)0*-/(&!4&I&4!):!&`0&*(-,&5!&`0&*-&.'&!/.8!
0&*,)./4!-.(&M*-(F!-,!,&'7*&8!:)*!(2-,!$::-'&G!!>!:*/=&9)*b!:)*!&::&'(-I&!').,74(/(-).!9-(2!A)(2!(2&!8-I&*,&!M*)70,!):!F)7.M!
0&)04&!/.8!,&'()*!*&0*&,&.(/(-I&,!=7,(!A&!8&I&4)0&8!-.!')44/A)*/(-).!9-(2!'2-48!0/*(-'-0/(-).!&`0&*(,!:*)=!(2&!,&'()*G!

!

11. Communications Mechanisms 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
E!2((0dee999G''F0G9/GM)IG/7e').(&.(G/,0`k'J8lBES!!
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The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner must implement the most effective 
communications mechanisms available to allow for maximum accessibility by children and 
young people. 

3&M/*84&,,!):!92&*&!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!-,!02F,-'/44F!4)'/(&85!(2&!$::-'&!=7,(!7(-4,&!,)'-/4!
=&8-/!04/(:)*=,!/.8!)(2&*!')==7.-'/(-).,!=&'2/.-,=,!92-'2!0&*=-(!&/,F!/''&,,!AF!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!12&,&!
=&'2/.-,=,!=7,(!').(-.7)7,4F!&I)4I&!()!*&:4&'(!(2&!'2/.M-.M!0*&:&*&.'&,!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!)I&*!(-=&G!12&!
$::-'&!=7,(!0*-)*-(-,&!/8&T7/(&!:7.8-.M!:)*!(2&!&,(/A4-,2=&.(!/.8!=/-.(&./.'&!):!(2&,&!=&'2/.-,=,G!

!

12. Functions!

i. Monitor and Review Laws, Policies and Programs  

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should monitor and review laws, 
policies, programs and practices, conduct research and investigations, and report to 
Parliament and to children.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!A&!*&,0).,-A4&!:)*!0*)I-8-.M!./(-)./4!4&/8&*,2-0!-.!=).-()*-.M!
/.8!/8I)'/(-.M!:)*!(2&!9&44PA&-.M!):!/44!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!>!0*-=/*F!:7.'(-).!):!(2-,!*&,0).,-A-4-(F!
,2)748!A&!()!=).-()*5!-.I&,(-M/(&!/.8!*&0)*(!).!(2&!-=04&=&.(/(-).!):!'2-48*&.<,!*-M2(,!7.8&*!(2&!W"!;3;!/,!/.!
-.8&0&.8&.(!27=/.!*-M2(,!A)8F!-G&G!-.!/88-(-).!()!(2&!#)I&*.=&.(<,!)9.!*&0)*(!()!(2&!W"!;3;!;)==-((&&G!!

>.!-=0)*(/.(!:7.'(-).!=7,(!A&!()!4&/8!/'(-).!).!(2&!'2-48!0*)(&'(-).!*&:)*=!/M&.8/!/.8!7.8&*(/b&!&::&'(-I&!=).-()*-.M!):!
(2&!"/(-)./4!6*/=&9)*b!:)*!+*)(&'(-.M!>7,(*/4-/<,!;2-48*&.!BCCSPBCBCG!

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!.)(!A&!*&,0).,-A4&!:)*!(2&!8&I&4)0=&.(!/.8!'))*8-./(-).!):!
M)I&*.=&.(!0)4-'F!A7(!,2)748!,&&b!()!').,74(!*&4&I/.(!;)==).9&/4(2!/M&.'-&,5!%(/(&!/.8!1&**-()*F!A)8-&,!/.8!)(2&*!
/00*)0*-/(&!)*M/.-,/(-).,5!-.'478-.M!(2&!"#$!,&'()*5!()!&.,7*&!'))*8-./(-).!/.8!.).P8704-'/(-).G!!

67.'(-).,!):!(2&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!')748!-.'478&d!

-G *&I-&9-.M!0*)0),&8!/.8!&`-,(-.M!4/9,5!0)4-'-&,!/.8!*&,)7*'&!/44)'/(-).,!*&4/(-.M!()!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&i!!
--G =/b-.M!*&')==&.8/(-).,!()!*&4&I/.(!U-.-,(&*,!/A)7(!4/9,!92-'2!,2)748!A&!=/8&!)*!/=&.8&8i!!
---G ').87'(-.M!-.T7-*-&,!/.8!*&0)*(-.M!()!+/*4-/=&.(i!!
-IG &,(/A4-,2-.M!).M)-.M!8-/4)M7&!9-(2!0*)I-8&*,!):!07A4-'!,&*I-'&,!()!:/=-4-&,5!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7(2i!!
IG /8I)'/(-.M!:)*!&::&'(-I&!8/(/!')44&'(-).!).!'2-48*&.<,!2&/4(25!9&44PA&-.M5!8&I&4)0=&.(!/.8!0/*(-'-0/(-).i!!!
I-G /,,-,(-.M!M)I&*.=&.(,!AF!/./4F,-.M!b&F!0)4-'-&,!()!&.,7*&!(2&F!/*&!').,-,(&.(!9-(2!>7,(*/4-/<,!-.(&*./(-)./4!

)A4-M/(-).,i!
I--G -.8&0&.8&.(!=).-()*-.M!/.8!*&0)*(-.M!/M/-.,(!>7,(*/4-/<,!)A4-M/(-).,!7.8&*!(2&!W"!;3;i!/.8!
I---G -.8&0&.8&.(!=).-()*-.M!/.8!*&0)*(-.M!=)*&!A*)/84F!()!)(2&*!W"!=&'2/.-,=,!,7'2!/,!(2&!W.-I&*,/4!+&*-)8-'!

3&I-&95!(2&!W"!;).I&.(-).!>M/-.,(!1)*(7*&5!/.8!)(2&*!W"!;)==-((&&,!/::&'(-.M!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&G!!

!

ii. Complaints Mechanism 
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The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should encourage the broad 
development of accessible, effective and child-friendly complaints mechanisms and 
remedies in existing forms. 

>!')=04/-.(,!:7.'(-).!-,!/!,-M.-:-'/.(!/8=-.-,(*/(-I&!7.8&*(/b-.M!/.8!2/,!.)(!F&(!A&&.!').'&-I&8!-.!/!=/..&*!(2/(!/44)9,!
:)*!(2&!&::&'(-I&!0/*(-'-0/(-).!):!'2-48*&.G!12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!.)(!8-*&'(4F!*&'&-I&!
')=04/-.(,!A7(!*/(2&*!,2)748!&.,7*&!(2&!9&44PA&-.M!):!'2-48*&.!AF!*&,0).8-.M!()!,F,(&=-'!-,,7&,!&=&*M-.M!:*)=!&`-,(-.M!
>7,(*/4-/.!')=04/-.(,!=&'2/.-,=,G!12-,!$::-'&!,2)748!/8I)'/(&!:)*!/44!*&4&I/.(!M)I&*.=&.(!A)8-&,!(2/(!8&/4!9-(2!'2-48*&.!
/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!()!8&I&4)0!(2&-*!)9.!'2-48!:*-&.84F!')=04/-.(,!=&'2/.-,=,G!12-,!9)748!.)(!-=0&8&!(2&!;)==-,,-).!
:*)=!-(,!)9.!,F,(&=-'!=).-()*-.M!/.8!/8I)'/'F!A7(!*/(2&*!-=0*)I&!(2&!,')0&!/.8!')I&*/M&!):!')=04/-.(,!AF!:/'-4-(/(-.M!
(2&!8&I&4)0=&.(!):!=&'2/.-,=,!(2/(!/*&!&::&'(-I&5!').,-,(&.(!/.8!'2-48P:*-&.84FG!!

!

iii. Independent Guardian for Unaccompanied Children 

There should be an independent guardian for unaccompanied children seeking asylum in 
Australia, but the National Children’s Commissioner should not act as that guardian. 

12&!*)4&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!/.8!(2&!*)4&!):!(2&!#7/*8-/.!:)*!7./'')=0/.-&8!'2-48*&.!/*&!8-,(-.'(!/.8!
,2)748!.)(!A&!')=A-.&8G!X)(2!*)4&,!/*&!*&T7-*&8!:)*!(2&!&::&'(-I&!0*)(&'(-).!):!'2-48*&.<,!*-M2(,G!

#7/*8-/.,2-0!):!.).P'-(-j&.!7./'')=0/.-&8!=-.)*,!,&&b-.M!/,F47=!-.!>7,(*/4-/!-,!'7**&.(4F!/!*&,0).,-A-4-(F!I&,(&8!-.!(2&!
U-.-,(&*!:)*!J==-M*/(-).!/.8!;-(-j&.,2-0G!12-,!'7**&.(!0)4-(-'/4!/.8!A7*&/7'*/(-'!,F,(&=!:)*!0*)(&'(-.M!'2-48*&.!-.!
-==-M*/(-).!8&(&.(-).!-,!-./8&T7/(&!/.8!*&T7-*&,!(2&!&,(/A4-,2=&.(!):!/.!/88-(-)./4!*)4&!(2/(!-,!,&0/*/(&!:*)=!(2&!
#)I&*.=&.(!/.8!(2/(!0*)I-8&,!/!;2-48*&.<,!#7/*8-/.!:)*!7./'')=0/.-&8!'2-48*&.!)*!'2-48*&.!92),&!0/*&.(,!/*&!-.!
-==-M*/(-).!8&(&.(-).G!12&!*)4&!9-44!A&!,-=-4/*!()!(2/(!):!(2&!)::-'&!):!#7/*8-/.![-.!%>!/.8!"%_\!:)*!'2-48*&.!-.!'/*&G!!

#7/*8-/.,2-0!):!7./'')=0/.-&8!=-.)*,!,&&b-.M!/,F47=!-.!>7,(*/4-/!-,!/!*&,0).,-A-4-(F!(2/(!74(-=/(&4F!*&,(,!9-(2!(2&!
#)I&*.=&.(G!%7'2!/!*)4&!=/F!').:4-'(!9-(2!(2&!:7.'(-).,!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!()!-.8&0&.8&.(4F!
=).-()*5!/,,&,,!/.8!*&0)*(!).!(2&!9&44PA&-.M!):!,7'2!'2-48*&.5!/.8!()!&.,7*&!(2&!#)I&*.=&.(!=&&(,!/.8!702)48,!-(,!
*&,0).,-A-4-(-&,!7.8&*!(2&!;3;!:)*!/44!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&!,&&b-.M!/,F47=!-.!>7,(*/4-/G!67*(2&*5!(2&!*)4&!):!#7/*8-/.!
:)*!7./'')=0/.-&8!'2-48*&.!,&&b-.M!/,F47=5!,2)7485!).!/!0*/'(-'/4!A/,-,5!A&!7.8&*(/b&.!AF!0&*,).,!-.!'4),&!').(/'(!9-(2!
7./'')=0/.-&8!'2-48*&.5!92-'2!=/F!A&!-=0*/'(-'/4!:)*!/!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*G!

!

iv. Engage in Public Education and Community Awareness 

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should have the mandate to engage in 
public education to increase public awareness and understanding of children’s rights and the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!A&!*&,0).,-A4&!:)*!8&I&4)0-.M!/.8!0*)=)(-.M!07A4-'!&87'/(-).!
0*)M*/=,!()!*/-,&!')==7.-(F!/9/*&.&,,!).!'2-48*&.<,!*-M2(,!/,!0*)(&'(&8!AF!(2&!W"!;3;!/.8!8&:-.&8!-.!>*(-'4&!OB!):!(2-,!
;).I&.(-).G!!

12&,&!07A4-'!&87'/(-).!0*)M*/=,!,2)748!.)(!/'(!/,!/!,7A,(-(7(&!:)*!(2&!*&,0).,-A-4-(-&,!):!(2&!#)I&*.=&.(!A7(!2&40!()!
0*)=)(&!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&<,!7.8&*,(/.8-.M!):!(2&-*!*-M2(,!/.8!&.(-(4&=&.(,!/.8!&.,7*&!(2&,&!/*&!7.8&*,())8!AF!
(2&!A*)/8&*!')==7.-(F5!/,!9&44!/,!M)I&*.=&.(!/.8!07A4-'!/M&.'-&,G!!
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12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!')44/A)*/(&!/.8!'))*8-./(&!9-(2!(2&!')==7.-(F!/.8!A7,-.&,,!
,&'()*,5!/,!9&44!/,!&`-,(-.M!%(/(&!/.8!1&**-()*F!'2-48*&.<,!')==-,,-).&*,!/.8!M7/*8-/.,!()!8&I&4)0!/.8!,(*&.M(2&.!(2-,!
07A4-'!&87'/(-).!0*)M*/=G!

!

13. Powers!

i. Role and Power as Intervener 

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should have the powers to intervene on 
behalf of children and young people in legal proceedings affecting them.  

12-,!$::-'&!,2)748!2/I&!(2&!0)9&*!()!-.(&*I&.&!-.!4&M/4!'/,&,!A*)7M2(!AF!-.8-I-87/4,!/44&M-.M!/!A*&/'2!):!(2&-*!*-M2(,!/,!,&(!
)7(!-.!(2&!;).I&.(-).!).!(2&!3-M2(,!):!(2&!;2-48!)*!*&4&I/.(!27=/.!*-M2(,!-.,(*7=&.(,G!12-,!0)9&*!')748!-.'478&!/,,-,(-.M!
')7*(,!-.!0*)I-8-.M!&`0&*(!/8I-'&!).!'2-48!*-M2(,!-,,7&,!-.!-=0)*(/.(!'/,&,!-=0/'(-.M!).!(2&!*-M2(,!):!'2-48*&.!/.8!F)7.M!
0&)04&G!!

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!/4,)!7,&!(2-,!0)9&*!/,!-.(&*I&.&*!()!-8&.(-:F!/*&/,!-.!.&&8!):!
0)4-'F!'2/.M&!/.8!(/b&!/!0*)P/'(-I&!*)4&!-.!/'2-&I-.M!(2-,G!!!

!

ii. Drive Own Agenda and Initiate Inquiry 

The Office of the National Children’s Commissioner should have the powers to direct its own 
agenda and initiate inquiry.  

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!2/I&!(2&!0)9&*!()!8-*&'(!-(,!)9.!/M&.8/!/.8!7.8&*(/b&!/.F!
:7.'(-).!)*!/'(-I-(F!(2&!;)==-,,-).&*!8&&=,!.&'&,,/*F!:)*!(2&!:74:-44=&.(!):!2-,!)*!2&*!87(FG!12&!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!A&!
/A4&!()!*&T7-*&!0/*(-'-0/(-).!):!M)I&*.=&.(!A)8-&,!-.!(2&!;)==-,,-).,!-.T7-*-&,G!!12-,!:7.'(-).!9)748!-.'478&!0*)/'(-I&4F!
-8&.(-:F-.M!-(,!)9.!=)(-).,5!.)(!,-=04F!7.8&*!(2&!8-*&'(-).!):!(2&!#)I&*.=&.(G!12-,!0)9&*!'/.!,-(!/4).M,-8&!/!0)9&*!()!
-.I&,(-M/(&!=/((&*,!).!*&:&**/4!:*)=!#)I&*.=&.(G!!"#$%&''#()%$"*+,-%"./)%0")%1*2)3%0*%3)1*30%-#3)(0,4%0*%0")%5.3,#.6)70%*7%
.74%6.00)3%3),.0)-%0*%#0$%'+7(0#*7$8%

%

iii. Require action on recommendations made to government about law, policy or 
institutions 

12&!$::-'&!):!(2&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!2/I&!(2&!'/0/'-(F!()!*&T7-*&!M)I&*.=&.(!/'(-).!).!
*&')==&.8/(-).,5!)*!/(!4&/,(!*&T7-*&!/!*&,0).,&!:*)=!#)I&*.=&.(!).!*&')==&.8/(-).,!-.!)*8&*!()!&.,7*&!(2/(!'2-48*&.<,!
/.8!F)7.M!0&)04&<,!A&,(!-.(&*&,(,!/*&!A&-.M!07*,7&8!AF!#)I&*.=&.(G!

!

iv. Report on progress and effectiveness of actions by governments and other bodies to 
Parliament 

12&!"/(-)./4!;2-48*&.<,!;)==-,,-).&*!,2)748!*&0)*(!).!0*)M*&,,!).!*&')==&.8/(-).,!/.8!)(2&*!/'(-).,!(/b&.!AF!
#)I&*.=&.(!/.8!)(2&*!A)8-&,!(2/(!').(*-A7(&!()!(2&!2&/4(25!9&44!A&-.M!/.8!*-M2(,!):!'2-48*&.G!!%7'2!*&0)*(,!,2)748!-8&.(-:F!
,(&0,!(/b&.!()!/88*&,,!*&')==&.8/(-).,!/,!9&44!/,!/.F!=/(&*-/4!)7(4-.-.M!92F!*&')==&.8/(-).,!')748!.)(!A&!/88*&,,&8G!!
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List of Endorsing Organisations  
 

ORGANISATION ;$"1>;1! 3$VH!

ANGLICARE AUSTRALIA h/,F!;2/=A&*,! H`&'7(-I&!@-*&'()*!!

ASSOCIATION OF CHILDREN’S WELFARE AGENCIES (ACWA) %F4I-/!#2/4F! @&07(F!;H$!/.8!@-*&'()*!):!+)4-'F!/.8!U&=A&*,2-0!

AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S SERVICES +*7&!_/**-4)9!! "/(-)./4!;).I&.)*!

AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE ;/,,/.8*/!#)48-&! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

AUSTRALIAN FOSTER CARE ASSOCIATION X&I!$**! +*&,-8&.(!

AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH (ARACY) 

V/.'&!H=&*,).! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

AUSTRALIAN YOUTH AFFAIRS COUNCIL (AYAC) >.8*&9!;7==-.M,! H`&'7(-I&!@-*&'()*!

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES AUSTRALIA +/74!$<;/44/M2/.! H`&'7(-I&!@-*&'()*!

CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE IN CHILD AND FAMILY WELFARE @*!VF.&((&!X7)F!! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

CHILOUT CHILDREN OUT OF IMMIGRATION DETENTION h/(&!#/7(2-&*! ;2/-*!

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITY AUSTRALIA %(&02/.-&!#)(4-A! H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

CREATE FOUNDATION Y/'T7-!3&&8! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

FAMILIES AUSTRALIA X*-/.!X/A-.M().! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

FOUNDATION FOR YOUNG AUSTRALIANS V7'/,!_/4,2! @-*&'()*!m!3&,&/*'2!/.8!HI/47/(-).!

HUMAN RIGHTS LAW CENTRE X&.!%'2)b=/.! @-*&'()*!n!J.(&*./(-)./4!Z7=/.!3-M2(,!>8I)'/'F!

MULTICULTURAL YOUTH ADVOCACY NETWORK (AUSTRALIA) "/8-.&!V-88F! "/(-)./4!;))*8-./()*!

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH LAW CENTRE U/((2&9!h&&4&F! @-*&'()*!

NSW CENTRE FOR ADVANCEMENT OF ADOLESCENT HEALTH 
(NSW CAAH) 

6-)./!3)A/*8,! U/./M&*!

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY AUSTRALIA 12&*&,&!%/.8,! H`&'7(-I&!@-*&'()*5!V&/8&*,2-0!1&/=!

PLAYGROUP AUSTRALIA h/*&.!U&*/.M&! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

PLAN INTERNATIONAL AUSTRALIA  U*!J/.!_-,2/*(! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!!

REFUGEE COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA +/74!+)9&*! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

SALVATION ARMY 
;)==-,,-).&*!3/F=).8!
6-.M&*!

1&**-()*-/4!;)==/.8&*!

SAVE THE CHILDREN %7j/..&!@I)*/b! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

SECRETARIAT OF ABORIGINAL AND ISLANDER CHILD CARE 
(SNAICC) 

6*/.b!ZF((&.! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY NATIONAL COUNCIL Y)2.!6/4j).! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

UNICEF AUSTRALIA ")*=/.!#-44&,0-&! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

UNITED NATIONS YOUTH ASSOCIATION (UNYA) ;2*-,()02&*!Q/*.&F! BCCS!W"!a)7(2!3&0*&,&.(/(-I&!:)*!>7,(*/4-/!

UNITED NATIONS YOUTH ASSOCIATION (UNYA) %/=/2!Z/8-8!! BCDC!W"!a)7(2!3&0*&,&.(/(-I&!:)*!>7,(*/4-/!

UNITED NATIONS YOUTH ASSOCIATION (UNYA) X&.,).!%/74)! BCDD!W"!a)7(2!3&0*&,&.(/(-I&!:)*!>7,(*/4-/!

UNITING CARE CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES 
NSW, ACT 

;4/&*9&.!V-((4&! >'(-.M!@-*&'()*!

UNITING CARE AUSTRALIA V-.!Z/(:-&48!@)88,! "/(-)./4!@-*&'()*!

WORLD VISION AUSTRALIA 1-=!;),(&44)! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

YMCA 3).!U&44! ;2-&:!H`&'7(-I&!$::-'&*!

 ! !

 




