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Dear Senators, 6™ January 2012
Please accept this submission, which you have authority to publish.

It is a timeline in response to part (a) of the terms of reference of the current Senate Inquiry into the
role of the commonwealth, if any, in contribution to ‘forced adoption.’l

Images throughout highlight key themes related to the adoption of children under the auspices of:

- Department of Social Services (Australian/Commonwealth Association of Social Workers)
O economic motive
- Department of Health
o Government-funded “sterility clinics™ (also foundling hospitals and maternity homes).

- Department of Immigration
o Eg: New Zealand adoptions — “Motherhood of Man — Beating the Abortionist”.

The adoption of children is now a matter for statutory child protection authorities, in keeping with the
current emphasis of social policy on family preservation and early intervention (Adoption by non-kin
viewed as a last resort measure to protect endangered children). Clearly, historically governments had
objectives in mind that were authoritarian, contrary to the best interests of the child, and

discriminatory.

Highlighted in this timeline is evidence that the Commonwealth Government sanctioned the Australian
Association of Social Workers (AASW), from 1946,

- to promote social work throughout the commonwealth;

- to interpret the aims and objectives of social work to the public;

- to co-ordinate activities of State social workers; and

- to represent the Commonwealth in the international sphere in matters pertaining to social work.

National uniformity of practise was achieved due to the latter sanctioning of the Commonwealth
government, flowing from policies indicated by headings below:

o The “rehabilitation of the unmarried mother™:

» hiding mothers in maternity homes for the protection of the (perceived)
‘respectability’ of family in community — ‘ex-nuptial pregnancy’ and
‘illegitimacy’ as sources of ‘disgrace’ and ‘scandal’;

» illegal hospital practices;

* silencing mothers — the trauma of separation as penance for (perceived)
adultery/sacrifice to provide married parents for her infant.

o Adoption “in the best interests of the (illegitimate) child™:
= kidnapping” illegitimate infants at birth;
» imprisonment of those infants in locked adoption nurseries;

' The term ‘forced adoption® in this document refers to the practice of unlawfully removing a child at birth for adoption
whether or not opposed to the wili of that child’s mother and father. as an act opposed to the common law of the

Commonwealth as well as Adoption law.
* Justice Richard Chisholm described this practice as “kidnapping in a non-technical sense” (NSW Parliamentary Inquiry

into past adoption practise (1950-1998).



» marketing of the healthy of those infants / institutionalizing the “unadoptables”™
and “hard to place™.
o Case-by-case distribution of financial and other assistance to unmarried mothers’
= withholding knowledge of available assistance;

» advertising benefits in a discriminatory fashion.

The following Timeline is also intended to exemplify the primary objects of voluntary welfare
agencies which engaged in forced adoption practices in 20" century Australia, suggesting a movement
of varying religious and political persuasion in reaction to:

- the emancipation of unmarried mothers as contrary to the preservation of the Christian ideal (of
marriage materially sustained by the father as head of the home and sole provider);

- opposition to “cradle to grave” social services from 1946 due to fear of National Socialism;
invocation of the principle of Subsidiarity as relative to the Christian ideal (hence, theme of
Government working with existing welfare bodies who in turn worked with the heads of
families to remove ‘illegitimate’ infants; )

- support of ‘single’ motherhood as endangering the morals of the Nation”; the deserving poor —
the widow; the undeserving poor — the “unmarried” mother;

- the single pregnant woman and her progeny as “feebleminded” (eugenics) / the ‘fifter’ married
couple (childless and deserving).

Still today, in the US, the concrete fact of a single mother and her child is regarded by influential
clerics as an occasion of scandal from which innocence should be defended:

The social situation of the mother and child does not change after Confession and the completed
penance; and yes, no matter who has argued to the contrary since I first broached the subject over a
year ago, it is an ongoing scandal. Until her situation as a “single mother” changes, it is not
advisable the woman should be included in all the normal social life at the parish, e.g. vouth
groups, etc. An unwed mother can get support from certain more mature members of the parish for
her spiritual and temporal needs without appearing ostentatiously for the confusion, and, yes, the
scandal of the little ones.’

Most respectfully submitted for and on behalf of Origins SPSA Inc,

Ms. Lizzy Brew
Secretary Origins Inc

? Identifying now as Forgotten Australians. See aiso, Journal of the AASW (Feb 67) re “unadoptables”.

* As per submissions to this Inquiry,

* Council of Churches letters to Prime Minister; The Right Honourable R, G. Menzies P.M., Submission 105, retrieved 6
January, 2012, from

<http //www .aph.gov.au/House/committee/fhs/adoption/subs/sub197 pdf>

® http=//www_traditioninaction.org/religious/k01 IrpUnwedMothers Stretenovic.htm]
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BABIES BEST IMMIGRANTS
This country badly peeded an in-
crease of population. and the best
immigrants we could get would be
those from Australian cradles, said
Archbishop Mannix at  Broad-
meadows Foundling Home yesterday.
The occasinn was the annual Inspec-
tivn of the hospital, where 240 babies
are rared for bv the Bisters of St
Joseph. Pralse of the usefulness of |
the nstitutiom  was voiced by Cr
Nettlefold, Lord Mayor, and by
Mesars Cremean and Mullins, |
MLA= The appeal for funds at the |
mstitution realised £ 1,150 2

]

71943 'BABIES BEST IMMIGRANTS.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 29 November, p. 6, viewed 26
September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articlel 1798948
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Commonwealth / Australian Association of Social
Workers — formed from out of the Commonwealth
Department of Social Services in 1946
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New Zealand

POPULATION

Medical profession

Social Work Profession / medical almoners

Psychopathology of the unwed mother




Hate speech and propaganda towards the “unwed
mother” and her “illegitimate” offspring:

Theme of the unwanted (‘illegitimate’) baby — See also,
History Timeline of Adoption in Australia (at sub 170b:
<http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/clac_ctte/co
mm_contrib_former forced adoption/submissions.htm
>)

Age of Mother — was age a factor per se, in the
forced removal of infants for adoption?

“Batdal
Chnwed

Legal and political
See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

Babies for adoption; demand for babies

Forgotten Australians
How many of the children rejected by forced adoption
eugenics could identify as Forgotten Australians?

Forced Adoption Eugenics
| The practice of “deferred” adoption, all babies were
| subject to a medical examination to assess
| “suitability for adoption”.
3 : ey U] “This image was frequently used by eugenics organizations. The
W e e Nt B . ; e . . s
o e o et e text describes eugenics as “the self direction of evolution” and
| declares that “like a tree eugenics draws its materials from many




sources and organizes them into a harmonious entity.” The tree's
roots include genealogy, biography, biology, mental testing,
psychology, anthropology, and statistics.’

Church of England
See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

Strongly associated with eugenic practices

Catholics / Catholic
See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

“Defending the reputation of highly respectable
families” — K. Burford, History of St Anthony’s Home
for Unmarried Mothers, Additional Information at:
<http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/clac_ctte/co
mm_contrib_former forced adoption/submissions.htm
>)

Presbyterians and Methodists
See also: History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

Puritanism

Themes of rehabilitation and punishment

Salvation Army
See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

- ) Rescue Homes
- * ¥ See History Timeline of Adoption in Australia
[
JJI,.‘r
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* The Adoption History Project, “Eugenics”, extracted 231 September, 2011, from
<http://pages.uoregon.edu/adoption/topics/eugenics. htm>




an Do Women working during the war
See History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

Black Market Babies / “Barren Wives” / Sterility
clinics
2 See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

Spinsters
See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia

| How To'Be 4 It is interesting to note that the members of the
! -ﬂ-f*ﬁf{ﬂ#giu Y
Spiter

Montreal Council of Social Agencies — of the
administrative level of the Council and its Financial
Federation — were all unmarried women, according to
Anne Frances MacLennan’s “Charity and Change: The
Montreal Council of Social Agencies' Attempts to Deal
with the Depression” (Department of History

McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, April 1984)

Savings to governments via adoption of children
See also, History Timeline of Adoption in Australia, for
further examples.

Ly = =
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. Promotion of adoption / advertisement regarding
Q;\?%/ ™ how to adopt/babies for adoption
See History Timeline of Adoption in Australia
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HISTORY TIMELINE

Commonwealth Contribution to Forced Adoption

| DATE

ARTICLE

1903

In a Woman's Mind By Comrade MaryS

The deputation from the Prevention of Cruelty Society that waited upon
Premier Philip last week to urge the adoption of the Affiliation Act and
State Children's Act of South Australia, were patriots out to save their
country. In South Australia a woman who declares that she is to become
the mother at some future date of an illegitimate child, can get the father
bound over to pay £1( towards the confinement expenses, through the
provisions of an Affiliation Act, and because the mothers are not in dire
straits for money at that time fewer illegitimate infants die in that State
than in any of the States. South Australia, too, has a Children's Court,
where boy and girl offenders are tried in a private room away from the
degrading associations of a police court, and the good result of this reform
is proved by the fact that since the establishment of the Juvenile Court in
Chicago three years ago the number of boys under the age of 16 lodged in
the country goal has been reduced from 575 to 20.

T

Mrs. Whita ventilatzd a gricvanee in point-
ing ou! thut In rome Ipatituitous where!
mothers wnd thetr young infant= wers cnrod|
for, the girl-mothers were explafled by the |
regulutions, which made them glve thelr worhl
for nolhing. Cirls who bave been In thiem
places Invarlably desplae them Ons girl raild
“*she woull ruther do two years at Long Bay
thab two tmonths in a

- P o - - 28 m - - . - 7a 1 -1 Ed -

- 'CHILD WELFARE CONFERENCE', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 -
1954), 25 May, p. 8, viewed 21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article1 53704785

“The unmarried mother — a study of five hundred
cases with an introduction”, by William Healy.
Published 1918 by Heinemann in London®

fablem Ol the unnmrricd mothes”

1903 'In a Woman's Mind.. Worker (Brisbane, Qld. : 1890 - 1955), 5 September, p. 5, viewed 23 September, 2011,
http://nia.gov.au/nla.news-article70902902
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THE LAWS OF ADOPTION. LEGAL RIGHTS OF PARENTS AND
CHILDREN. LONDON’

The Departmental Committee appointed to report on the question of the
adoption of children recommends an act giving legal recognition to
adoption, thus securing to the adopter and the child rights and duties
similar to those of natural parents and children and also State supervision
of adoptions not receiving formal legal sanction. It recommends also the
legitimating of children born out of wedlock by the subsequent marriage
of the parents. The committee draws attention to the great increase of
cases of adoption owing to bereavements caused by the war, and the
desirability of protecting people who adopt children against parents,
claiming the adopted child when it has reached the wage-earning age.

1925 Australian Royal Commission on Health to examine VD, the falling
birthrate and the high maternal and infant death rate.

|
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1921 'THE LAWS OF ADOPTION.". The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), 23 May, p. 5.
viewed 24 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23471489
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ADOPTION OF CHILDREN.
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The propasals of the Goverpawm i

the way of ephlatian rencrning the |
weptisn of childres wory axpiniagd i
ia the Homme of Avmebly By tw

Attorney-Gosaral (Han. W, J. Deany)

au Tutpday.

e waid the mpastty, whoh was an
mporiant cae, dealt with the very pon
licting wberesis which arowr, asd whach

d piven canse for great misgiviogy b
wetn the nalural parent snd the person |

ho adopted » child He eaplained that
Elﬁr

r the Engheh lew lhers was no power

b prevented » parent from hsving the
pontrol abd costody of 3 child  in meny
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pway that matoral power, sves oltheugh
e potems was agresmbis to the transsc
Fieefi The cbjeet of the Wil was o give
o gereome who sdopied children s legal
slalte ar rvhegarded soch children, e
vided the adoplion hed been sanchooed by
iz order of 3 spacial Magpetraia, Uipder
the common low the righis of the parent
te the rustialy of the rhi'l coptroeesi un
:minmbed, porsibstanding thet be
mugh! hate emiered into the mewmi solema
sgrecment Lo warve all b righis e swrh
castody 0 st al sommon law ¢ mads Bo
lifleteser that the patent bad peglected
e child and alhewed ihe edopting pareat
L rufe {62 8nd eduears it lor reara
|absenee of any legal rghit oo the part wl
ladopling parents Lo Tefain tbe vasSody of
the chillien had given rese (o great hard-
slip I many cames where cluldren bad
tern  adapsted I: bhad ales prevented
stloplum 0 mam) cases wlhere 1 woubd
lheve born bichly brosheml to the chuld
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adespted by rlubdless couples apd ethers
T ] ‘rlhﬂd T .lﬂlllui l‘l”!’ 'I“‘I’ l'h
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much brtter for & child thas the rommw
ity eouditiope whirh mpom prevad ther
best managed Siete insistations

Mathals st Adeption,

The man provmtony of the Bill weee
rostnomesd 0 caneey T and 4. The lormer
stated by whos a female child, sad b
latter by mbom » male chokd, -1':1 be
sdopted The procedurs lor eetabimbong
the banding relalionshin of sdopting paf

rut abd sdopting child was ao apphoation
s 8 Spera Magwtrate r AR
order To preveat adoplisa for @

reniary tTeasons s ciamer f(orbads the re
cetpd by the adopling pares) of asy £on
mdeTadvon, cLorpd IJr,; a1 ‘: & |
Magmtrats or 8 Judoe of

Court Thfﬂﬂfdtidﬂm
alopiinn, a0 Lhe r‘hld"l ke war .‘.h'ff

oY ThF TRE: FEHF. . 49 &8 Aoy o
slgpainn. en the child'a mde. wns that
the child soysired the siatus ol 8 chakd of
the adopling paresi, wilh all the ocomee
fuend  rathis and  ohlmatione,  That,
hinwerer, was pot to apply in case of rghts
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sdopted child any share 1o 1he vighte of
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sorrmed  dowrtly ihroueh  the  sdoptine
jmrenl  Bome obietion moght he raised G
the Bil on the ground thatl as ocder of
sloplion foally put xo rmd o all  the
raghin of the natoral parest (o the sdopiml
rhild and roor perwns goeht. rovmeably,
he rompelled by stratensd corcumstances
1o grwe wp children. whom they sogld, bl
for poverty. be willing s Leep The
answer o Lhat whpsrivon was 1hatl there
wan httle Jidelibeod thal posr  persons
wonkl sveil themselver of the provieoms
of the measure i srder te sahtan joreper
matpienstee for ther ¢hildren There
wat pn need lor sach wie o do o,
mingr woaler e Rtawe (hiddren's Aeg o
the Destitote Permons Arl, screnbing 1o
the rrcmmatances of e case, Lhere was
adennate provesss (o emsuring e P
rer maislenaner of zoy child whoar par-
ety coukl met afford o keep 1. and at
1he same tnpe ensuring io thy puremt the
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child U &2 ans Lime be eor che beeame m o
ol 1o supgwert i Drdars of adop
Lon were enly made wiih the rompepg of
the paregla snd alter f60 rmosay, and
o il the officiating Magisdrate would
sdvime any parent whe merely wapiel
to part waib & child 1o sreure (4 proger
mumlrtanes that there was o0 mend io
take the rxtreme step of havieg the child
milopted Tor (hat purreee

Mr Anibewry sdiourned 1he

1”"” 1‘“1,-' ﬁrh'l'f

1925 — From article at left:

Some objection might be raised to
the Bill on the ground that an order
of adoption finally put an end to all
the rights of the natural parent to
the adopted child, and poor persons
might, conceivably, be compelled
by straitened circumstances to give
up children, whom they would, but

for poverty, be willing to keep.
answer to that objection was
that there was little likelithood
that poor persons would avail
hemselves of the provisions
of the measure in order
ibtain proper maintenance
their children. There was
need for such persons to do so,
since under  the State
Children's Act or the Destitute
Persons Act, according to the
circumstances of the case,
there was adequate provision
tor ensuring the
maintenance any

whose parents could not atford
to keep il. and at the same time
ensuring 1o the parent the right
to take over the maintenance
ol the child if at any time he o1
he became in a position 10
AN Orders of adoption
were only made with the consent of
the parents and after full enquiry,
and no doubt the officiating
Magistrate would advise any parent
who merely wanted to part with a
child to secure its proper
maintenance that there was no need

to take the extreme step of having
the child adopted for that purpose.8

of

1925 'ADOPTION OF CHILDREN.'. The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 19 August, p. 9, viewed 24 September,
2011, http://mla.gov.au/blanews-article5 7295547
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BIRTH  RESTRICTIONS.
Sterifization of the Unft.
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a ntder | 1 superintendent o
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(o e performed 8 & feebic minded Founy
sommet  the mother &N egitime’
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mother was alm torbhle-minded
![lF o o Fuaridian :',""I"_-"“'I ap

tion i Lhr gre J - Nugmia Lw »
' s il conflicted with the Fourters
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it denied plamtsf® w twocesm of |law
and pgisl protecion under the laws
Mr Jumtre e Haolitien P s & M
the late [k (Mover Wrend Holme)
v Judgs . It = he leebils
ihe w7 temd wailing
lis FPYeoun? b . . g tmr -

or let Lhem parive bivause A thew m
becubity, socety would prevent those wh
are manie®m sy anft (rom voolmuimg Lthe r
kind, The principle sumainng compa |
varcinaliog 8 loosd encugh te cover Lhe
g opoaylaot o Bellualion

" 1927 'BIRTH RESTRICTIONS.. The Register (Adelaide, SA ; 1901 - 1929), 4 May, p. 19, viewed 24 September, 2011,
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[ 1929

MARRIAGE AGE
TO BE RAISED BY STATE

BILL APPROVED

“YVIINEY, Frode

The Etotle Ualinet to-dny leeblia] (s
Mroduce leginlatton 1o raaee the muor
rlager age 1o 1% Iin the vase of oy
and 15 in the vame of giris

A bl vl nalea e ynirimiide sal  peres
vilhing for the guardianshin of alant
in order 1o Conform witly The exvining Baidlal
law in Encilond amoreaning the nigha ...; Chowen
a moelther Yo b pastimniltesd G e gcuimgel-
tupmkip of her o Bidesn

r:‘lti'\ Jeci»latlon I8 vealimootiriil iy &
rromies mocde iy thie A Topgaey -Lioneer-
al 1o uw recent deputa'ion replesenting

VB WOITe s R TR T T e &

il Int il jrm l!ll il Tex gFha k! [ RIT .
law  poelaldny 1o Wt rabena®iesyy ol Mty r : '.‘

Frommy Inte miaafes o 2000

National Library of Australia |, | 'iH

SHOULD MARRIAGE
AGEI BE RAISED?

S.A. Women Agree It
Should Be 14 For Girls

11

http://mla.gov.au/nla.news-article54262961
1929 MARRIAGE AGE., The Canberra Times (ACT 1 1926 - 1954), 31 August, p. 5, viewed 3 January. 24

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1012738
141929 'SHOULD MARRIAGE AGE BE RAISED?., The Register News-Pictorial (Adelaide, SA : 1929 - 1931), 25 June,

v. 3, viewed 13 December, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article53451852
17



HUMAN

DEFECTIVES

And the Question of Sterilisation

Dr. Michael Hedly, B . M3 (Buu-
bury). writea,

Lipw i Lhe IDGet !’!‘&rnl!nbip Eharat-
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iEALe
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Human Defectlves and the Question of Sterilisation'
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Major Church, member of the House of Commons, introduced a Bill to legalise sterilisation, pointed out
that there were 300,000 mental defectives in Britain, of whom only 25,090 were in institutions, The Bill
was reject by 167 to 89. This Bill was supported by the Bishop of Birmingham (Dr. Bermard. Mr. H. G.

Wells, and other notable people.)

21932 'HUMAN DEFECTIVES’, Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954), 6 November, p. 11 Section: Second Section,
viewed 24 September, 2011, htlp:/nla.gov.au/ola.news-article58690363

18




TION OF UNFIT

Uster(hint das Hilfamech

& Nuttee und Rind

1933 NEW GERMAN LEGISLATION.', Northern Standard (Darwin, NT : 1921 - 1955), 4 July, p. 1, viewed 24
September, 201 1, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4806 1080
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1934

Australian
Women’s Weekly

Babies-World's Greatest Problem Today - Opposing Forces in Fight
for Safety! By Our Special Commissioner’?

The world's greatest problem today is, in one word "babies." Never before
has medical science concentrated, as it docs today, on the problems of
infant welfare. ..It is estimated that there are not only a number of
mentally defective individuals at large in society-about one in every two
hundred-but the number of inmates in the asylums is increasing. [t was
3.43 per 1000 of the population in 1927, 3.45 in 1928, 3.46 in 1929, 3.51
in 1930, and 3.54 in 1931...

There is an increase i the proportion of feeble-minded individuals at
large in society, he considers. Feeblemindedness is not only a financial
burden on society. From the ranks of the mentally unfit, to a What does
the future hold for these babies of today ...

The reasons for feeblemindedness are many, but one is most important. A
feebleminded child nearly always has a feebleminded parent. If one were
to stamp out all the feebleminded individuals at present alive, it would not
entirely eliminate the possibility of the trait cropping up again. Reformers
contend that the essential means of restoring the quality of our race is
either to make the unfortunate mentally deficients pay the penalty of their
disease with death, or to prevent them from having children.

To give instruction in birthcontrol does not help, because only those who
are not feebleminded have the insight, and the strength of mind to practise
it. There would just be the same number of feebleminded individuals born
and-fewer children to better-class parents. Sterilisation has been suggested
as a remedy. This does not interfere with an individual's life in the
smallest particular, except to prevent reproduction. Sterilisation is legal in
Great Britain and Australia already for therapeutical means, such as to
remove cancer. But, even if the patient wishes it surgeons do not dare to
operate in other than therapeutic cases.

In the Middle Ages, as a result of mutilation of offspring by parents so
that they might gain sympathy in their begging, a law was passed
prohibiting mutilation of the body. This law stands in the way of modern
English society's ridding itself of mental defectives. Voluntary sterilisation
is, however, legal and very successful throughout Switzerland, in most of
U.S.A., and in Alberta, Canada.

GERMANY goes a step further and makes this operation compulsory in
certain cases. All those people so hereditarily sick that they might be
expected to communicate disease to their children are to undergo an
operation, which may be enforced by the police. The cost is estimated at
20 marks, and a period in bed of four days in the male, and of 50 marks
and eight days in bed for females. Four hundred thousand persons have
come under the law, and the first cost is estimated at 14 mithion marks.
Yet, as the annual cost of the hereditarily sick is 350 million marks, this is
considered not unsatisfactory. The chief opposition to this enactment is
said to come from those with strict religious beliefs.

41934 ‘BABIES—World's Greatest Problem TO-DAY.'. The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 7 July, p. 4,
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ADOPTION OF CHILDREN

Bafeguarding Yoster Parents

In n recent case & mother endeasouresd
{0 have restored {0 her 8 child sho had
bren legaliy adopted under the Children’s
Adoption Act. The 8tate Ministry bas de-
cided to submit an amending bill in the
coming session of Parliament to defipe
more clearly ceriain provisiona in the aet
Tie amendment will provide thal where a
child has been adopled legaily the Toster
parenis shall be regearded as Lhe parenls,
and thal the father or mether of the child
whio has crigine!ly agreed Lo 1 adoplion
shall have no further claim to it in low

15

1934

THE MARRIAGE AGE
"Now 26 countries have put
illegitimate children on the
same footing as legitimate
children for care in health
and social matters. Up to
1926 the marriage age in this
country for girls was 12 and
for boys 14. When Japan,
China, and Turkey as a
result of discussions at
Geneva, raised the marriage
ageto 15 and 16 we
followed suit.”'®

FOR

GEANEY A

WORLD CRUSADE

CHILD WELFARE

Hlillll‘ nhlllu‘mi
Breaks Down

\IEW >
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| Canada.

: pey, recelved a welcome
Torontio, Thay are Dunul:%
prohlema, and will visit

llr. Canadas and Americe,

| TORONTO., Peb. 1. !
| Bixteen women gradustes and atudenis 8l

. ial 8 and Training, 8yd-
the Basrd of Bocla) B the Univeriity of
the study of soclei

schools

SOCIAL SCIENCE. |
Sydney Women Students m |

ol sotia! work [

£

viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article47478914
1° 1935 'ADOPTION OF CHILDREN.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 1 May, p. 12, viewed 24 September,
2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12234318
1934 "WORLD CRUSADE FOR CHILD WELFARE., The Muil (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), 8 September, p. 18,
viewed 3 January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58857966
171935 'SOCIAL SCIENCE., The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 9 February, p. 15, viewed 24 September,
2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 7149255
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RACIAL BETTERMENT - THE CLAIMS OF EUGENICS"

In spite of the expenditure of £407,545,000 on social services in England
and Wales in 1930 ... it was estimated that one person in every 10 was
too dull or too unhealthy to engage in industry, one in every 120 was
mentally defective, and one in every 300 was certified insane ... Those of
us who at home urge the claims of cugenics find ourselves for the most
part crying in the wilderness.' said Lord Horder. ..

You in Australia have already ploughed your first furrow and it
would not be like vou if it were not a straight one. Fugenics is

the study of agencies under social control that may improve or
impair the racial qualities of future generations, either
ohysically or mentally.

- President of the British Medical Association (Sir James
Barrett)

1937

Best interests of
adopters

Alterations To Adoption Of Children Act”

Alterations to the regulations under the Adoption of Children Act passed
by the Executive Council yesterday provide that the identity of the child
proposed to be adopted shall not be disclosed to the applicant for the order
i gstliqand that the identity of the adopting parent shall not b
disclosed to the child to be adopted. There. are many cases where pc.up]e
who want to adopt children are prepared to do so only when they may
assured that theyv will not be troubled at any future time by the original
egated [ f the original parents are not satisfied with the arrangements
made, they need not agree to them.

1937

Birth Rate Decline Danger to the Nation™

Asserting that the declining birth rate was endangering not only the
countries of the British Empire but all civilised countries in the world
the new member for Lilley (Q) ... urged the Federal Ministry to extend its
maternal and infant welfare work. He said that population was Australia's
Vltal need he Cﬂmmunwaalth muld not ﬂxpm.t 1o receive: Imgc numhe ;

“I am Expecting a Baby" — Says 15- Year-Old Girl —
Sorrowful German Spectacle Unwed Girl-Mothers and
Amazing Crop of Babies

How German Cradles are Being Filled To-day "'

%1935 RACIAL BETTERMENT.", The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 14 September, p. 20, viewed 23
wemizUTEL 2U L 1, L /TA.ZOV.BWHA.NEWS-AITICIes 289827 1
1937 'Alterations To Adoption Of Children Act.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 9 September, p. 13,
viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla. news—artlcle30775352
%1937 TNFANTS' HOME., The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 22 September, p. 8, viewed 20 September,
2011, htip://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 7402377
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CHILDREN’S CHARTER

...€xperiments were
being made in placing
children in private
homes...

...interesting examples
of experiments in
different social
situations...

CHILD WELFARE. Investigations at Geneva

With regard to problems of child welfare, the work of the League of
Nations has undergone considerable development during the past 15
years. The present meeting of the Adbisorf Committee on Social
Questions has just reaffirmed the famous "Children's Charter," first put
forward by the "Save the Children" International Union, and adopted by
the Assembly of the League in 1924, JEE SR s Foa Rt B A AT
riizhts of the child. and has special bearing on tragic events of our own

It declares, for example, that, in times of emergency and of disturbance or
of war, the child should be the first concern of the authorities. The child
represents the most precious heritage of mankind and should be the first
object of care in any emergency. During the past few years, the League
has published a series of studies showing what provision is made for
ensuring the well-being of children in different countries...
It had been found that, in many countries. experiments were being made
in placing children. not ininstitutions. but in private homes. In the list
instance, this placing ol children in families has applied. not to delinguen

children. but to orphans. abandoned children or childiren whose parents
had been plply shown 1o be unworthy ol parental authority, Experts on
‘hild care in general aoreed that the best possible thing that can be done
tor any child 1s10 give him a home. He should. in the lirst instance. be leli
in his oswn home i the only ditticuliies there are material omes. Povern
itself. they declared. should never be considered sufficient reason fo
taking a child out of s home: In that Case. the parents should be assisied
LT lt.r_:_'i_‘!t‘ll..‘l.

by the socinl authorities to keep the family

Nor shold |"IIJJF{:""}_|IJ'I|r.I;Hf.! e children be raken away firom their

maothers, except Jor the gravest of moral reasons. Social

waorkers have usually found that it is happier for the child to
have one parent than 1o be an orphan, and i the case of an
ilfegitimeate child 1t is often the best possible thing for the
maother to be allowed ta keep hin.

But 1n cases where a child has no natural home, the design of the
authortties responsible for the placing of children is to find him a second
home to replace what he has lost. With this purpose in view, the
committee recommends that the home in which a child 1s placed should
resemble the one he has lost in so far as possible, with particular reference
to race, language and religious in struction.

The committee has been engaged in examining the text of a report which
is to be published this year on the placing of children in families. This
report will summarise the experience of social authorities and volunta
workers in some 38 countries, [NRERESERETTTH A ST PO e RS TR 1
from experiments i different social situations throughout the world JiNGE
report will conclude with the principles on which the League experts
consider that the placing of children in families should be based.

11937 " am Expecting a Baby" —Says 15-Year-Old Girl.", Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954), 31 October, p. 13
Section: First Section, viewed 23 Septemnber, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/mla.news-article58793264




This statement is prefaced as follows: Since civilisation itself is
transmitted through the child, his wellbeing be comes a primary concem
of organised society. Society everywhere recognises the home and family
as the natural primary agency for the care, guidance and control of the
child during his years of immaturity and dependence. [RERITHESHES
incumbent upon the community 1o provide such security and protection
tor the Family as will enable it to discharge its responsibilities adequately,
and turther to encourage and, if need be, compel it 1o do so,

“The
Department
chooses a
baby for your
inspection...If
you like the
baby the
Department
selected for
you, you may
keep it for a
probationary

1 it yon wish to adop? a baby, you may make in-

quiries 8t the Child Welfars Department. This
department handles eighty-Sve per cent. of adoption
cases—others are bandled privately or by solicitors,
Trained and experienced Adoption Officer will eare-
folly investigate your background so ahe can find the

ba_by who will be best suited to yon Unguided, yoa
might be swayed by impuise to take & baby who would
be quite unlike you when be grows up.

2 The department chooses a baby for your Inspection.

Il is eatimated that eighty per cent. of children to
be adopted are born out of wedlock; the parents of
others cannot or will pot keep them, The natural
parents sign o docoment, surrendering all rights to the
¢hild Befors the child is shown for adoption, doctors
earefully examine it to see that it is healthy and nor-

ma:, free from disemse. If 80 required, a blood test
ean alse be obtained, :

3 If yoy fike the baby the department selected for

YOil, you may keep it for a probationary period
which can be adjusted to suit you. Adopting parents
genernlly cowe in to the department long before the
period expires, want to =zign legal papers applving for
fall custody; so then they can look upon the little mite
that they hayo becoms endeared to ss their very own.
Notbing of the child's history is kept from the adopt-
ing parenis; the depariment gives £{ull particalars.
Their efforta to prevent a child being adopted blindly
hays met with ppparalleled surceas.

e

The final decree is signed before a Commlss}onerl

far AMdgvite _ ,F:-'I‘W‘z--l"-,-ﬂ.';ﬂa‘lﬂ"— ~Than 4hn_rbild

for AMdayits, referred to a judge. Then the ebild
is legally adopted. Execept in eases where both natural

ard adopting parents are known to each other per-|
gonally, the department keep secret from the natural
pareuts the whereabouts of their child. Since the
formation of the department in 1908, there have been
1517 children adopted; the majority over the last ten
vears, Present vesrly average for adoptions in this
State 13 in the viemnity of 100.

1938

A study of the population of Germany today”
showed that the present rate of increase could not last and that the highest

= 1938 'CHILD WELFARE.". The West Australian {(Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 1 June, p. 6, viewed 23 September, 2011,
http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article42082985
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e N TR T point attained in the population "drive" had not been high enough to meet
[ & @(M%gﬁ, the nation's needs, said the director of physical education at the

v ¥ ol s University of Melbourne (Dr. F. Duras) in an address to the Eugenics
| Society of Victoria last night. He spoke on "Eugenics in Germany

Fd3, 20N U Today.”

NATIONAL FITNESS CAMPAIGN™

CANBERRA Thursday — To inaugurate a national campaign for
physical fitness the Government has decided to form at once a national
coordinating council under the chairmanship of the Minister for Health
(Senator Foil). The Commonwealth will also invite State Governments
through their Ministers for Health and Education to co operate by forming
related State councils, a conference will be convened at an early date to
set in motion Australia-wide plans to awaken interest of individuals and
organizations in the campaign.

In 1938 and 1944 two ESY members proposed draconian measures to encourage the fit’ to
have more children. On 7 July 1938, Dr Fritz Duras gave a lecture on 'Eugenics in (Germany
today' which was reported in the Age.'9’? Duras, the Director of Physical Education at
Melbourmne University, described the measures taken by the Nazis 'to improve the quality
and quantity of the race’ as 'one of the most interesting biclogical expenments in the
world’. 1974 He made a similarly sinister-sounding proposal in October 1938, reminding the
Federal Government of the impontance 'of enlisting the help of the heaith authorities and the
medical profession’ in the national fitness campaign. 1975

- 1996, Diana Wyndham, Striving for National Fitness: Eugenics in Australia, 1910s —
19305

‘Pictured above are participants in the “fitter families” contest at the Georgia State Fair in 1924,
Such contests were held all over the United States to educate the public about the importance of
cugenics in decisions about reproduction and family-making. They originated in “better baby”
contests during the 1910s.’”’

31938 'Another Maginot Line Against Hitler Czechs Build "Impregnable” Frontier; Barrier of Electrified Steel and.’,
sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954}, 1 May, p. 9, viewed 25 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article58807056
1938 'IN A SENTENCE OR TWO—.". The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), § July, p. 2, viewed 21 September,

2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 1243405
%1938 NATIONAL FITNESS CAMPAIGN.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Q1d. : 1933 - 1954), 25 November, p- 1,
viewed 21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.an/nlanews-article38700123
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Perth Man Mariies 1000
People in iy Months
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1938 'Perth Man Marries 1000 People in 18 Months', Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954), 10
July, p. 3, viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articleS8811380

* Extracted 21 September, from,
<http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/bitstream/2123/402/1/adt-NU2000.001 Swhole.pdr~
*’ The Adoption History Project, “Eugenics”, extracted 23™ September, 2011, from
<http://pages.voregon.edu/adoption/topics/eugenics.htm>
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Adoption Association: Demand for Children Exceeds the Supply™
The National Children Adoption Association sends children to various
parts of the British Empire including Australians...The demand for these
children exceeds the supply — and girls are preferred, being regarded as
more companionable in later life than boys.

o —

CHILD WELFARE. ’

League Reviews Nations’ Progress.

- [t . e BB Tt las
’
| g
f 1 ;
- & Al
- In CErma B nr
E ¥ 1
W i '
L -: 1 g+ £
: N I Ealiy f mile
= d
-y X 3 T rra wh ®
; fa r I i Ly a a
: el i husband o £
- Lo nem, Ln Jafa
- e i Srit LSt "
o T tat CRINITT T
L:- “- " sl mnd
W, £ ¥ s : T ST o
3 e hrer
] il wi I
A & i FaTW Erantsd L
1 {
-+ 1 f ¥ | i
q e AN re ke ¥
. . P 1 i L
t i the B4 Wella ! A !
X at 'l_ a
ate & [ !
E ¥ J e lla = i i
P g o1 ' Pla £ Ty
] e P
! rhaus  wiaE ¢ n, wh
H u N floars ) 1
I a . w F o i
i R T - ‘ In 1] L
T b i o g
i 2 " | B E i i [
£ ‘8 i ! --'4..rh|
Gwlss Comnln 1 o yinpi ST
legislation Lo & prowvisiond ol 1 i I‘ = V 1
A The Chlldren s Buresiyl of 2 - af
« Biatrs Depariment of labour ha . b
fed? & simursiary of (9 lawy affer: i i
hil wiliare pessswl i I807 Ly ¢
4 sSwedish  Aalivities
in Belgium .
B H P ‘ o fuists for L oma TR abd edncat
Liv. the age of [% have
: , . MP 15 the _Aga 16 1S LEAGUE OF NATIONS
h.. ..|- TLa [(Se = I i | ALy & "
. - i - 7: ._ 3 s -
{ gr Lr e Thie rowmz 0ol # 1
-. ' nng & .‘: ThHer I | ‘
] A iU L= Im
r be alfecled Ty process SOCIETE DES NATHONS

#1039 'ADOPTION ASSOCIATION

., The Sydney Moming Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 2 February, p. 23, viewed 20
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1939 ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN"

LEAGLE OF NATTONS The League of Nations has just published a short study on the legal
position of the illegitimate child in the principal countries of the world.
1 \ The study includes a chapter on the unmarried mother's rights. The last
* part of the volume deals with social Insurance laws (which, in many
‘ ( countries, are favourable to illegitimate children), and with special social
Y N welfare measures, including public assistance and preventive health
SOCIETE DES NATIONS | measures. Copies are on sale by the authorised agents for the publications
of the League of Nations in the Commonwealth: [T A. Goddard, Ltd.
255A, George-street, Sydney.

#1939 'CHILD WELFARE., The West Australian {Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 26 April, p. 7, viewed 24 September, 2011,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articfe4 6385605

*21939 'ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN.", The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 12 October, p. 8. viewed 24
Septemnber, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46430590




THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
“Rehabilitation of the Unwed Mother”

UNWANTED CHILDREN.
Improved Conditions Sought. |

One of the most efectise ways of Te- |
ducing the percentage of legiltmate |
tirths Wi eny country would be to im-j
prove housing, general living and work..l
ity conditiona and the standard of edu.
cation.  Thia was the advire given by
the advisory commitiee on social ques-
tions of the League of Natlons by Juﬁge|
Inge Debe. chairman o the Norwegtan
Committer on Social Legisiation, who|
wns Invited to take part in the com- |
mitiee’s discrussion last menib on social
problems conpected with Degiilmacy.

The status and trestment of [Hegiti.
male children has long claimed the wsi-
tentlon of jeague experta. It was Airm
ratser! n 1827 whro tDe wOmtn's oM~
mitler of the Interoational Pederstion
of Trades Unions, Amsterdam. sabmilied
L n mrmorandum conterning the pehabili.
tation of unmarried molthers and the pro-
terticn of {legitimale children  The
lengues firsl permioe o accial authoriiies
dealing with this problem was lhe pub.
lication ju 1928 of a compilation of spe-
| rlal messures exilng o ihe different
rounilries {or the protection of Hegiti-
| matle childeen. At thia time, ton. & reso-
|Jux==ln sax adopled whose leTms are #10-
quend of the hamanitarian (rather thanp
jezalialicy approsch made by jeague ex-
peris Ly Lpis problem:

The commities consiiers thal more
efleciive protecunn should be ensured

1o leciiimate children and. o ihis

end. decides o keep the quesiion on
s agenda; and R ajso urges that for'
thr figure. in all guestions of protec-
tioh and sasistance, i{he fllegitimate
child ahould be as w»»]] treated as the
isgitimate child, due respect being paid
te the rights of the family

Secial Imsurance.

The position of flegitimate children i1n |
law and i fact bas thus appeared on
the socie) questions commitires agends |
yoar slter year. The basis of thrir dis-
cumion was hroadened in 1833, when ihe
Intrmaticnal Labour Qffice published a
report on the positlon of Ulegiimaste
children tn regpeci of social insurance,
This repart showed the growing lendency
in a number of couniriea to {real ille-
gitimmale children in the same way as
tegatimate in regord to social insurn
benefita -

Promm 1831 on. rach Yoar Das pern a
oew sdvance in work in this Seld Public
sulborities ln eyery couniry are becoin.
itg asare of the mporiance 0f ensuring
the legal Litie and the social well-being of
tize child who hsa the mislortune 1o bhe
b oulskie the mormal famiy anik. Un-
less specia]l provision i made. Lhe ille-
gilimate child may lve as an outcast

Li1a infertas lesml staive wnalkes his eees

gitimate chlid may live as an outcast, |
His inferior Jegml stalus makes hiz ero.
nomic position precarious, and hia posi.
nn tends to creale problema of zocial
adjustment not ondy for himseif it for
those nesr hirm. 1

One useful suggestion mades Ly lhe
Fngur'y social commilies was thatl a type
of birth certificate might be dramn up
which would make po relerence 1o the
{fart of {egitimary. Soch an abridged
birth certificaie  mighi be wskd I el
TREis 0 establish identity where infor.
mAlion regarding parentage was Dot re-
e

Publications,

The “Siudy on the Legnd Puaaliion of
ine Ibegitimate Chiid,” whicrh appearsd
in Mey of thw year, has been published
i v B generw] es of the posiloo of
Wexitumale  etldren  throughoul  the
worid today

It oontatne an ansivels of the egal
Raperis of e queallon and makes & pur-
vy of deviees by which the authorilies
in diflrrent counimies attempt (o rhluee
tne brgal protection of the child and of
s molher. This part of Lhe stbdy by
cliudes rongideration of special uswensiireg
ConCHiming  regalration of birthe sl
offizial  doruments disecliming  iegiis-
macy . acknosledgment  of Ulegitirmaie
chilldren: re-establiabiment of legibimets
flalus of children; Inhenitapes richis in
reapert of e mother's family and the
father's famils - guardianshdp righia asd |
obligatlons of the mother. father sod
ol parents jointly; ofBcial guardian.
AD, malntenance rights and ol g |
0f e mother, the futher Bod boil pus
enta jounily

The #ludy furiher gives Informalion
aboul measures provided o sorlal nsurs
ance laws whick are appilcables o e |
gilimals  children, snd sperial social
mellare messures for the Proleciion end .
seifare of illegitimate children. Annried
i Lhe study s a table showing. for soms
48 rounires and ferritoriel, the propor-
Pl o tllegitimate 1o jegiilmate burtha
in e vears 1927 1o 1835 A eimilar tahle
romjares mortality rales of lllegilumats
with, legitimate rhildren.

The recent meeting of the  Ieuaguss

adyisnry commitiee wn  soctal guestion
rxomited he draft of the companion
study which 4 now being prepared
e s il aspects of Ubegitimacy The
ORIy ol the experis w0 are wori
i o this repert B Phal Lhe Aowial At
i 1 [ the unmerried

g it
o gorial poeilion o

marrisd mictlwer and ber child,

B1

11939 'UNWANTED CHILDREN. The West Australian {Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 14 October, p. 11, viewed 24
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46431213
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Ruidaf
Chees
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MARRIED AT |
12 AND 13 |

;—.—-—-——-—-—-—-—- ;"_-.__'-';'
CANBERREA, Frulas
Twe grrle of Yo and 1Y arry mat-
rimd in Aurtralia lase vear  The
facts o revealwd wn retarns veleaspd
toodny by the Uammonwenith Bia

Listpeann e Wglenn:

Doring the vear there mere nlsg 17
brpdes of 14 vears, 120 aged 15, oW
nged 14, 1029 aged 17, mn. JTHG ageld
13 The yunnge=t bridegroom was 14,
but 15 bove marned at the agr of 13,
1ol ot 17, and 347 ot b= _

The girl of 12 wae murned 1o 8
man of V.

Thn nldest bride wsan >, apd wldest
boidegroom 8%,

However, the avernge age f brides
was So0t vesrs, ard ot Drylegroon

B0,

17 Marries 37 |

The 62,411 mnrriages celebrated dur
ing the venr included these age disere-
pancien: Man of 24 married 10 1 wo
man of 7u: another aged 2 morried to
a woman of 40, and a Jad of 17 mar
ried 1o n woman of 17

Qo the other hand, & man of & mas
ried & girl of 17; another sgel 42
married o girl of 14, and a  third,
aged 75 marned & weman 5U yeArs
his junior.

At 9.03 per thourand, the marvinge
rata showod an incresse during 1he
year, Civil officern condocted 8 por
rant. of the weddings, compared with
A.04¢ in 1037

w

National Library of Australia ,,

1939

Unteefiunt das filfoeeh

Tiutteeund Kind

Tlegitimate Children: Iess States Nazi Policy™

The Deputy Leader of the Nazi Party (Herr Hess) has declared his
willingness to become the godfather of all illegitimate German children
whose fathers are killed in the war. He made this declaration in a letter to
the mother of an illegitimate child whose father was killed in Poland. The
letter, which has been published prominently in all German newspapers,
proceeds: We are no longer concerned with antiquated and man-made
traditions, principles and morality. Germany today needs robust, healthy
children who will be prepared to take the place of the men we are now
losing. The birth of a child is a true symbol of Christmas. Therefore, we
extend our protection to all children who need it. Childbirth is the

fulfillment of a woman's life and Germany needs children.

21939 'MARRIED AT 12 AND 13.", Advocate (Burnie, Tas. : 1890 - 1954), 4 November, p. 7, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article68332750




1940 Birth Rate Decline™

§ Details of Australia's rapidly declining birthrate are given in figures
released by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson)
yesterday. The natural increase per 1000 of population in 1921 was 15.1
per cent. This had fallen to 7.1 in 1935 and in 1938 was 7.8.

Crown Street Women’s Hospital, Almeners Department

established™

Dr. Harry Bailey was the psychiatrist at the notorious Crown Street Women's Hospital
where many children were stolen. He also worked in London under Dr William Sargant,
and in Canada under the even more notorious Dr Ewan Cameron of MK ULTRA and
psychic driving infamy. Bailey later opened his own private hospital, Chelmsford Private
Hospital in Pennant Hills. The questionable practices carried on there eventually lead to
a Royal Commission.*®

1,164 registered adoptions in NSW
METHODIST BABIES' HOME ~ Experiment in Social Welfare™
It is ten years since this home was built in South Yarra by the young men
of the Methodist Church. In ten years they have rescued over 500 babies
from neglect, poverty and malnutrition. No neglected baby is ever tumed
away. No charge for the maintenance of the babies is ever made.

The home is for the babies of the very poor. In ten years over 400 babies
and little children have been adopted into the homes of people of the right
kind. There they will be the usual liability in their parents’ lives until they
reach young manhood and womanhood. Then, having been trained for
their future life they will become a real asset to their people and to the
No baby is allowed to be adopted until the medical
pronounce it as Al class "for adoption."FERINERINIEE
never to be broken, the people of Victoria know now that they can rely on
the Methodist Babies' Home.

nation.

1940 Family Life Watched™

In Germany through the system of social workers, the government knows
exactly how each family lives, and on what they spend their money.
Through these social workers the State checks the private lives of the
employees and can compute the minimum wage necessary to keep them
alive.

Uipteriiinms daw ARy

utter und Rind

1939 'ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 28 December, p. 4, viewed 20
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled6345894

**http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article2 527530

*3 1940 Crown Street: A Family Remembers, Book 68 of 300, isbn0646173308, first edition 1944, Crown Street Centenary
Committee

3o http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bailey-harry-richard-12162

71940 '"METHODIST BABIES' HOME ., Gippsland Times (Vic. : 1861 - 1954), 1 April, p. 4, viewed 23 September, 2011,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article63272033
%1940 "Nazi Life from Cradle to Grave.', Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954), 8 Seplember, p. 7 Section: SUNDAY

TIMES SPORTING SECTION, viewed 20 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58983181
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Marriage Age

ADELAIDE, Thursdar —Strong e
rresenintions will he made hy League
of Women Voters 1o havo the rmarrings
nge of minora raired to I8 for Loyse
and 16 for girle,

'*The npresent age i 12 for girls and
14 for hovs, and we ennsider this en:
tirely too voung.'” sail the secrelory
IMiss B, Stevens) to day

Mouth Austealin’s marriage age »wp»
Lnsed on an okl Euglish law, she sail,
although todnr in an!nnf‘ the age
at whirh minors might marry waa ]8
for Loth bovs and girle.

National Library of Australia

S.A. Women Urge ngher

1941

Fewer foundlings for adopi:ion42

The reason proposed for fewer babies being available for adoption is that

their mothers have found employment in war industries. Berry St

foundling home (Victoria) receives 200 applications for one baby.
Female babies in demand as companion for adopting parents. Foundling

homes have a waiting list for baby girls.

“Uniform Law on Adoption
of Children Planned”

ORIGINS OF SECRECY
PROVISIONS IN
ADOPTION
LEGISLATION

Big Increase

There was s great increase In the

demand for permission to adopt chii-
dren, Mr. Hanlon continued. A large
proportion of childless women In this
country were anxious to have chlil-
dren. In Queensland the authoriiles
had great difficulty in finding sult-
able children to meet the demand for
adoption Childless women went to
nrent lenglhs 1o conceal the fact {hat
they could nol bear children.  Oflen
they would go to another Stale 1o
adapt a young child. falling to realise
fhet, on thelr return, the adoption
hoard no force in law

“We gare proposing o the other
States that the whole question of adop-
tion should be handed over to the
Commeonwealth for a uniform adoption
law ’ﬂ:}ld Mr, Hanlon

43

411941 'S.A. Women Urge Higher Marriage Age.', ddvocate (Burnie, Tas. :
2012, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article68508261
21941 FEWER FOUNDLINGS FOR ADOPTION ', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. :

September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article§ 167778

1941 'UNIFORM LAW ON ADOPTION OF CHILD PLANNED.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld.

October, p. 5, viewed 3 Tanuary, 2012, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled 1936786

1890 - 1954), 23 May, p. 2, viewed 3 January,
1848 - 1956), 19 June, p. 8, viewed 20

11633 - 1954), 24




Mr. J. B. Barnes tInd.. Bundaberg)
asked why people who wanted to adopt
children could not have children of
their own

Mr Hanlon said that the majority
of childlesa couples would have ¢hil-
dgren if they could. The Director-
Genernl of Health and Medlical Ser-
vices +Sir Raphael Cllento) could glve
Mr. Barnes an idea of that by the
number who wrote to him asking for
advice on the question of parentage.
Some cases of childlessness were due
Childlessness linked to {0 n‘IR]pTBC{lC?‘S “nd HIE GO\"@l”nmEﬂl
abortion and the quest for was irying to reduce this number,

sion of One reason why war was waged on
secrecy provision o preservatives In food was that they
adoption legislation were harmful to reproductiion.

Abortion, afler all, was to a great
extent a soclal problem. It was mpst
difficult to siamp out by law

| A s e gy
ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN
NTdll protest against the attitude of 22 members of the [ .cgislativel

Assembly in voting against the amendment 1o include in the Miners)
Penstons Bill unfortunate children born out of wedlock YRR
Mrs Weber makes me feel ashamed to be a member of the same sex. All
honour to the 13 members who voted in the minority. - B. D.I
CRISFIELD (Dandenong).

The 22 members who voted against pensions for children born out of
wedlock are to be commended. It is against the sanctity of the marriage tie
and would encourage the breaking of God’s law. QOur lads are fighting for
honour and sanctity of home, as well as freedom. |SISRgTEeNS IR )43
the child is reared is recognised as the most important factor in juvenil
rime. Every citizen owes to the community a moral duty to oppose any

pension that would lower the standard of citizenship. |

1942
[ b v s, Gty Report reveals there are in excess of 90,000 endowed

11‘:-1 o Wit ol (2]

il children in the Commonwealth,
' representing an annual liability of 11,828,011 pounds.”

.. Ay

o ! e Y =

" 1942 TLLEGITIMATE CHILDREN.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 9 December, p. 11, viewed 23
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 2008724
31942 'Pensions Bill Up By £3m.", The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954), 12 December, p. 3. viewed 20
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article50148493



1943

astheJapanese Menace
to deal with the problem. Vene-
ren] disease had recently made its
appearance in towns that had
previously been free from it. It
was spreading all over the coun-
try and was not peculiar to any
class of woman. Strangely, in
New South Wales and Queens-
land, venereal disease was less
prcnlent among professional
prostitutes than among allegedly

o —————— —

decent femnlew.

POLICY

HAMPERED BY HUSH-HUSH

46

1943%

495 ILLEGITIMATE

BIRTHS IN 6 MONTHS

The Health and Home Alfalrs
Minister 'Mr. Hanlon: 1oid Mr. 1
P Barnes t(Ind. Bundabergr in
Parllament yeasterdav that in 1841
1% namarried women had habl$
For the xix months cwwted Ju
I 1042, the total was 405

From July 1. 1842 in date there
had bean s@ven cases of rape and
six caaed of atiempied rape re-
pted

Article above reads™

The Minister for Home Affairs Minister (Mr
Hanlon) told Mr. J. F. Barnes (Ind.,
Bundaberg) told Parliament vesterday that
in 1941, 1061 unmarried women had
babies. For the six months ended June 30,
1942 the total was 495.

US SOCIAL
SECURITY
PLAN

“Cradle to Grave”

from Owr Own Correspondent

LONDON, Thursday
Pn:ddemnoueulthnmt to Con-
gress & "new Bill of Rights” for post -
war America, which {5 regarded as
oe of the most revolullonary

‘schemes for national prosperfty ever

% It is & “cradle to mvr
ty

by the National Hesourees Planiing
Board, of which the President’s
uncle, Mr Frederick Delano. ia chalr-
msn, # 18 based on President Roose-
veit's conception of the “Four Frec-
doma”~—freedom of speech snd re-.
lgion, freedom from want and [ear.!
The report has the underiving moti!:
that “it Is the declared policy of the|
U Government to meintain a hlghl
leve] of national production and con-
sumption, &nd to plen for the dyna. |
mic expanding of the natitnal econ- |
omy on the basis ot a 5125000000000
nstlosal income.”

abilities.

DISABILITY INSURANCE
1o the sphere of social security the
board proposes: 11 Permaneni end:
temporury disabllity insursnce: (27,
extenalon of the present old-age ond:
other ipsurapnces; (3r improved un-|
employment compensation laws: (41
adequate security for those o the
armed forces and Lheir famlles,

" Io any posiwar plan 1the board

n;em:&ons 3 eawntinl safeguards w!
democracy: (1) Preventlon of mopo- )
poites; 2y mighi of labour to ool- i
iective aining for {alr wages and!
hoors: snd (3) farmers 1o re in:
the mew benenu The bosrd de-|
clares: "We need Lo see clenrly’
the kind of world lowards which we,
sre headed in urder 0 mainisdn the
ﬂlhunc apirit of our armed forces,
and the ardour of the iodustrial
wotker. We need 1o stir the {toegl-
natton and sspirations of all peoples,
{ree or lemporarily ensisved, for the
new goals which can be reached
whenl Lhe war 1A won.”

It is not expected that the Teport
will be adopted by Congress this sea.
sion. The Bouse of Representatives
reoently refused the President’s re-
T:ﬂ.- for an spproprisiion to keep
the NRFB going {or another year.

The report has many aspects in
common with Lhe Beveridge plan In
Great Brilain, bui goes beyond the

#1943 “Venereal Disease is hideous enemy within our shores’, (Brisbane, Qld. ;

Septemnber, 2011, http://trove.nla.gov. au/ndp/deffprmmmcle]pc/’f'1447104/3‘?prmt—n

71943 'U S SOCIAL SECURITY PLAN.', The Argus (Melboumne, Vic. :

September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article] 1333008

%1943 '495 [LLEGITIMATE BIRTHS IN 6 MONTHS.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. :
viewed 24 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled2024923

1890 - 1955), 18 January 1943, viewed 20

1848 - 1956), 12 March, p. 12, viewed 24

1933 - 1954), 9 April, p. 3,
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Many Wartime Homes Are Waiting to Adopt Babies*
Contrary to the general idea, Miss Cocks said that many unmarried
mothers whose babies are cared for at the home, do not wish their babies

to be adopted.

1944

1 =en’ them

who reported

alde

i dge coOurae»

a ranget and

both

Shortage of Babies”!
Over 100 people in this State are waiting to
'O specialintt | adopt babies, but there are not enough babies

At ey s P T¢ | available. Most babies are adopted when they are
purzied at their Inferiility as 1heve about three weeks old, and are usually

aremed 10 be no e

Willkn a “rRT B

1o “he ADDOLA

30

ne adnop' 1on »2ar
raATTIAAd DY

‘AAOD nm et ey | illegitimate children born in metropolitan

hospitals, and whose mothers either cannot or do
not want to look after them... Most babies are
adopted when they are about three weeks old,
and are usually illegitimate children born in
metropolitan hospitals, and whose mothers
either cannot or do not want to look after them.

rab:s wAas NOrn

1944

“Populate or Perish”

1944

:" 'fg‘:lig_: i«!'? .~ Brisbane City Mission calls for married,
e T -—"S <. | Australian citizens prepared to adopt a child
- - regardless of its sex, adding that the baby
S Sk willbe healthy.>

1944

More Boys Born Qut of Wedlock In Queensland™

The apparent increase in the numbers of iliegitimate boy babies is
providing a problem for the Queensland State Children’s department
which has to find homes for them. There are now so many little boys
awaiting adoption that the department has had to advertise.

#1943 "WOMAN'S REALM.', The West Australjan (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 23 July, p. 3, viewed 20 September, 2011,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46763546

#1944 "Clinics For The Childless To Boost Birth Bate.’, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 15 Tanuary, p. 3,
viewed 3 January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48781449

11944 'SHORTAGE OF BABIES.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 15 January, p. 4, viewed 23
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46781789

*2 1944 "Populate or Perish".', 4rmy News (Darwin, NT : 1941 - 1946), 11 April, p. 2, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled 7691963

% 1944 'BABIES FOR ADOPTION.!, The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954), 8 May, p. 3, viewed 23 Septemnber,
2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article42027316
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Removing the cause of

The Problem of the
Unmarried Mother

Emphasis on
individual
responsibility

the problem

Scope of social

services addresses the

“problem” of the

unmarried mother

SOCIAL SERVICE Opportunities for Development™

Social service meant any work done, not for financial profit, but for the
good of the community and the individual, said Mrs W. F. Jones in an
address at the annual meeting of the Emergency Housekeeper Scheme for
the Women on the Land on Thursday afternoon.

Dealing with the development of social services, Mrs Jones instanced the
Charity Organisation Society of Britain. This was still one of the most live
and vital organisations of its kind in the world. Its aim was to meet
people’s needs - and needs were by no means always financial - by
assistance, advice, guidance with children, help with domestic problems
and so on. Social service must always be advising, helping and informing
the mdividual; it must always be work among personalities. There was no
such thing as mass social work and many schemes of social welfare of
government origin failed because this important fact was overlooked.
Social welfare work was done in two directions - firstly, provision of
immediate relief to those in need of assistance; and secondly, prevention
of further distress by work aimed at the removal of the cause.

Many problems were personal and could not be met in the first place by
legislation. People had to be handled individually with tact, knowledge
and understanding. But the evil causes of distress could be dealt with by
legislation. There were, Mrs Jones added, many opportunities for further
development of social service in this country. For instance it was a blot on
the community that there should be no home where delinquent children
could be sent for proper treatment. Briefly outlining the scope of social
service she mentioned hospital almoners, housing and property
management, youth activities, maternity and child welfare, relief of
distress from various causes, and assistance to Invalids, industrial
workers, the incapacitated, unmarried mothers, aged poor, deserted wives,
aliens, discharged prisoners, inebriates and others.

1944

ILO Plans For |
World !

5 . N . {
Social Security |
THILADELFWA. Tohum — |}

A vedl Torwdle @ itee grave”
warld soclal joaerance acheme
submiiscd (o the Intermneiional
Labour Qrgwtization cenference
sesterday by the LG Secidd 1
Serurity Commﬁﬂﬂ Became the |
mh}wd of 4 bliler debate H
The plan covera mckness, maters -

My savalidity. bresdwinners’ dea lh-._
umpio)mmt EMETENCE EXPENSEE |
wul wccldensa, B i conuidered even
more comprehenxive than the Brit
Guvernpments Boveridge repoil |

Mr Tomliraen, & Brivsh Worker. -
delegate. moved Uhal the propomei !
-4

i
vh sle u'hhrt be pleced on the
sgeridn for the nexi conference M-
Britain was  ap,

1) 3 q
neliona! Labour code. bui sach md- |
dion could no1 be ohlamnable il
anly generml princibles were recow . |

mended winch individus] Govern- |
ments  coukd  interprel s thew
pleaned.
Mr Tomllnxen's wmntien nm\- d
firgt

ILO Plans For World Social Security™®

PHILADELPHIA, Thurs. - A vast "cradle to the grave" world social
insurance scheme was submitted to the International Labour Organisation
conference yesterday by the ILO Social Security Committee became the
subject of a bitter debate. The plan covers sickness, maternity, invalidity,
breadwinners' deaths, unemployment, emergency expenses, and accidents.
It is considered even more comprehensive than the British Government's
Beveridge report. Mr Tomlinson, a British Workers' delegate, moved that
the proposal be sent to the Governments for their observations, and that
the whole subject be placed on the agenda for the next conference. He
said that Britain was anxious to make a real addition to the international
Labour code, but such addition could not be obtainable if only general
principles were recomumended which individual Governments could
interpret as they pleased. Mr Tomlinson's motion wafs defeated, and the
first and second resolutions, dealing with income and security, were
adopted.

** 1944 'More Boys Born Qut of Wedlock In Queensland.', The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), 25 March, p. 14, viewed
21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article55883510

31944 'SOCIAL SERVICE.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 26 April, p. 4, viewed 24 September, 2011,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article44 807501
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HOSPITAL
AIDING
BIRTHRATE

To help couples wishing te
have children. » sterility and
sub-fertility cilnle has peen
slarted at the Queen Victoria
Maternity Hospital, Rose Park.
This was announced at indav's|
nnual meeiin ! :; . ¥
Dr. T G W fwnr??- ol

He sald it was ot often rea-
lised that the absence of chil-
dren, or the birth of only a
single child. far from being
volunlary, was io many cases a
great {ragedy for married
couples.

]m'{-s::ga'uur and efMcient 1real-
nernt could n-.r'-:-—w slerdity in
1 consderable proportion  of
-

The clinie would be superwvised
v the Uriversity'z director of
wsteinics (Dr JovnD

The committes hoped that as the
Linic's  existence became widef
inown 1t would fulf] a ’:‘t“ﬁmli‘
Mant in communily life.

MORE MATERNITY
HOSPITALS URGED

Innovation Of Stenhty

Chnic .

-

1944 The Counsellor says...Claims of Baby First Concern”

There is a tendency on the part of some to begrudee any kindly help giver
Lo the mothers of babies born out of wedlockRRe SRy I SR eIt Re el
well to consider the fact according to statistics, approximately 40 per cent
of all first babies born in Queensland are conceived out of wedlock.

** 1944 'ILLO Plans For World Social Security.', The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), 12 May, p. 2, viewed 24
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26007709
°7 1944 'HOSPITAL AIDING BIRTHRATE., The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), 1 July, p. 14, viewed 3 January,

2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article57690164
*% 1944 'MORE MATERNITY HOSPITALS URGED.", The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 3 July, p. 6, viewed 3

January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article43210742
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STERILITY CLINIC

BRISBANE, August 31 Mr  Foloy
wlated to-night the Mgt sierility clinie!
in Queenbland would be opened at the
Brisbage Women's Hoapital next
weerk, Tt would make medieal fovestl. !
gatinne into aspects of chlidless mas- |
rluges.  Where the resull of the in-
vestigation sygyeated, trealment might
Le offective, {1 woulg be carrjed out
AL the hozpiln).

1
60

Girls most sought for Adoption®’

Nearly 200 families in South Australia were waiting to adopt children,
Miss Bampton, senior inspector of the foster mothers' branch of the
Children's Welfare Department, told me this week. Most of the babies go
to their new homes when aged about two weeks. Last year 245 children
under seven were adopted and 52 over seven.

Baby girls are in big demand. "Men always like little girls.’

New Clinie
Popular

HEN the #irst sterility clinic

in Quecnslond waa opencd
ot the Brisbone Women's Mos-
pital yesterday the ottendance
wot much lorger thon hod been ’
onticipoted.

Announcing this lost night,
] the general superintendent of
{ the Brisbone ond South Coest
] Hospitals Board De A. Pyg?
said thot those who attended
represcnted © good crons-pection |
d ot the community.

The clinic wos inougurated
by tho board to investigate the
medicol ospects of childless
marrioges.

The clinic will be conducted
| cach Thursday from 9.30 a.m.
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1933 - 1954), 25 May, p. 5, viewed 20 September, 201 1, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled2010461

1944 'STERILITY CLINIC.', Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld. : 1885 - 1954), 2 September, p. 4, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article61940816

611944 BABY GIRLS MOST SOUGHT FOR ADOPTION., The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), 14 October, p. 9,
viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5769128§2
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Adoption of Children in Wartime®

Reports from overseas and the opinions of child welfare officers here
seem to indicate an almost world-wide desire just now to adopt children.
Most foundling homes have had in the past long waiting lists of ‘parents’
LUt ERGa MY hese days there are few risks in adopting a child)

tor family histories are investigated. blood tests are made to ensure tha
babies have no hereditary diseases. and special tests in standards of

behaviour are given to ensure that thev are of normal intelligence

Many Girls
Under 15 1n U.S.
Having Babies

From The Mail Special
Represantative n U S A

National Library of Australia

The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 20 May 1944, page 2

Children for the State: Nazis fostered illegitimacy®

Conclusive proof that Hitler encouraged German troops and young
women to produce illegitimate children in the interests of the German
State is seen in the discovery near Liege of a special maternity institution

%2 1944 New Clime Popular., The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954), 8 September, p. 4, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4 8951383

%1944 '‘Adoption of Children In Wartime.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 29 August, p. 7, viewed 21
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article] 1358658

11944 'CHILDREN FOR THE STATE., The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 14 September, p. 2, viewed
21 September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 7920596
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which provided pre-natal and after-care for unmarried mothers. Young
women, the majority of whom did not see the fathers after the birth of
their children, were sent to Germany with their babies. There they became
the charge of the German State, which proceeded to bring up the children
in the Nazi tradition.

12.YEAR-OLD
GIRL MARRIES
MAN AGED 25

BYDNEY, July 31—A 12 yesr
old schoolgirl was married at the
'| Dulwich Hill Methodiat Chureb yes-
lerday to & man aged 25 She was
formerly Joaone Davey, of Marrick-
sille. Her hustand lo Mr J.
Muores, of Marrickville. They arm
2 profeasional adagin dancing team
known jn Rydpey as the !f’ulu-
viennas.  They have been dancing
together for four wears, 7

It is believed that this is the fArsr
limg’; 12-year-old girl has been
mwarried in New South Wales,
| The girl's mother anid yesterday

that she had consented to the girl's
marriage becauss the conple expert-
ed that their dancing would take
them away on tour r.”

The Rev. B, A, fihbons, who off-
tiated &t  yesterday's ceremany
said . *{ know thal some ckrgy:
men would have refused to marry
. :t-gnr--o-ld girl, but In the spe-
el ercumstances 1 '
aubfnr the heet.” H:Brzd:dh:hi:

e bridegroo: teent young
fenor groom wag a d

Tha Registrar-General
Willis} said today : “Thers i:‘;o’lf
rig tc; prl;rm virls of thig age
marrying if the ve t '
mm“ Y have their parents

he viee-president of the Teach-
era’ Federation (Mr AL mx;rnm)
said that sttendsnce at achoo] was
comprlsory until the age of 15. He
sdded : "I do not expect that this
obligation will be enforesd in this
“Aso and 1 do wot suppose any
schoo!l would want g merried
prpil”
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%1944 '12-YEAR-OLD GIRL MARRIES MAN AGED 25., Moming Bulletin (Rockhampton, QId. : 1878 - 1954), 1
August, p. 3, viewed 13 December, 2011, http://nla.gov.an/nla news-article56314007
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OUR POPULATION

IMMIGRATION PLANS.

=59

Advisorv Council's Views.

Article titled “OUR POPULATION HMIGRATION PLANS — Advisory Council's Views®

PRE-NATAL AND POST-NATAL CARE TO BE BROUGHT UNDER
THE SUPERVISION OF THE COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

‘A wide range of social reforms and plans to stimulate a steady influx of suitable Immigrants after
the war will be put before the appropriate Federal and State ministers almost immediately as a
result of a meeting of the Population and Migration Advisory Council held in Perth yvesterday.
Members present included representatives of prominent public bodies.

The president of the executive (Mr J. H, Gaffney) was in the chair. Holding that a policy to achieve
a rapid increase of population by immigration was inseparable from one for social reforms and
stimulation of the natural increase, the meeting resolved to urge an extension of family endowment
to include the first child and a higher rate of payment; marriage loans of £200 at a low rate of
interest and repavable if there should be no children born within the first five vears, but
otherwise, one-third to be written of at the birth of the first child, half of the balance to be written
off at the birth of the second, and the whole of the outstanding amount to be written off at the
birth of the third; also that the wages, of any man marrying before reaching 21 years of age be
subsidised from Government funds to equal the basic wage. Other reforms advocated were...

including instruction in mothercraft to girls over 14 vears of age and the raising of the

school-leaving age to 16 years;

provision of domestic assistance in the home during a2 mother's confinement and

the bringing of pre-natal and post-natal care under the supervision of the Commonwealth
Department of Social Services;

control of the sale of contraceptives;

provision of "clean™ birth registrations for illegitimate children by the use of a fictitious
father's name...

Members were unanimous in the view that no suitable person should be excluded from the
Commonwealth, provided that he or she be of essentially European stock, but that the
Commonwealth Government should determine the distribution of migrants until naturalised in
order to prevent the formation of foreign colonies. Child migration was favoured and it was
decided to urge the Commonwealth Government to take immediate steps to implement that policy,
using existing institutions until they are fully occupied and any vacant military establishments
suitably converted until proper Institutions can be erected, the children to be wards of the
Commonwealth until they attain the age of 18 yvears.

"¢ 1944 'OUR POPULATION.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954}, 9 September, p. 4, viewed 25 September,
2011, hitp://mla.gov.au/nla.news-articled4977541

42




While favouring the adoption and fostering of children by reputable people, members were of the
opinion that extreme caution ought to be exercised to ensure that such children were not used for

cheap lubour or domestic dr

udgery, It was decided to recommend the appointment of an

employment officer to supervise emploviment of State wards.”

Commentary on the above:

| Regarding the recommendation for the provision of "clean" birth registrations for illegitimate

children by the use of a fictitious father's name’. This is possibly an explanation for why so many
original birth certificates of adopted people record the father as unknown; the practice of not
naming the father could readily be interpreted as an act of fraudulent concealment, as many
mothers claim that they provided the name of the father though birth certificates fail to reflect
that. And if it was the case that the father whose name did not appear on the birth certificate was
married, the child automatically was his legally; furthermore, if the adoption order was put
through after its parents married, it would also be invalid. Any child born after 1st August 1962
was deemed to be a child of the marriage whether or not the relationship leading to that child's
conception was legally adulterous; this decision was made in the High Court of Australia (The
Marriage Case, 1st August 1962).

1944

ALL AUTHORITIES
AGREE: IN BABY’S
BEST INTEREST TO
REMAIN WITH
MOTHER

Plea to assist single mothers®®

CANBERRA, Friday. — About 1500 children of unmarried mothers were
born in the last year in one State — Queensland — alone, and this part of
Australian child population cannot be ignored.

timate chnldren in I salional

With this comment on illeg It r re
Health and Medical Research Council, Miss Constanee Duncan, ol the
[ OITUTID -._.__-:_||']-| || | ] |j ‘:'_-li:_ e : mdasures 1o prolecy |i-|; i :,:l.'
and prevent the mother becom lute. All authorities were agreed
{ that not only was it beneficial from the bal 5 point of view that fe
nother should keep the child, but i¢ ensure the rehabilitation of the vir |
Wil sennal that she assume ponsibility for her ba ared Mis

i te haby and that if there had been prowsmn for such unmarried
mothers to retain the children and be employed many would not be so
engaged. Two suggestions had been made to improve this: — A
maintenance allowance be granted to unmarried mothers for a certain
period, say, for the first 12 months of the child's life, sufficient to keep
the child and herself. Establishment of special hostels where such women
could live with their children, and where the children could be cared for
while the mother took employment and maintained her child either in
whole or in part. Miss Duncan added that 'a solution to the problem
ifare would be found if

of illegitimate children and their wel

organisations already caring for unmarried mothers and their

children were encouraged to assist,

71944 'OUR POPULATION.",

The West Australian (Perth, WA ; 1879 - 1954), 9 September, p. 4,

viewed 25 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.aw/nla.news-article44977541
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Infertility: e
OVERNMENT assistance
for the estabhishment of
nine sterility cliniex in Aus-
ol has  been revomraeneded e
port e anvastres 3o ocennfael 1 abe
Home birth s Tt sueh bl
may be o omederiod oo 0 b
nuemhion sevin o 4o e foown Byt
Dot that b resduy olbone opeiesd
Hhoee wandhs o oul e Hro bosoe
Hoopatal hom pvaeroped 2 new 0 e
l..l.l:\r
There I~ we doubt that (hye
medichl profession pussesses con-
<ideruble bnowlvdge of boaw  the
rhamces of fertilify o e in-
rreased, hut It iy not on su wmgen-
ised basis or readiiy uvaolibde,

Stens are being Wwkoen o Englar
by the Britnsh Sovis) Hygweue 4700
vif o start o fertlity vlinie g wha b
specialals wll give nopad servan
i the  counel) is sppealing for
25,000 for the scheme, T plea e
thit fees will be chingad onls e
those who ecan #fford 1them b 1l
dispnostie {aciliesr  empleyving The
mugl advanced fechnigues will he
avellable 1w all,

Incidentally, expericnce in bk
Australin and Englunt has thanna |
vhe peners) arsummion thot anfer.
Ly i ovaviiage 1 Botiboells )
tnbutable o the woman St
foults con be remwdied.  wlths neh
uthers are beyvond pudeal shill sl
s b respert dthe cponrpasrutna,
wath such a cdmic or Loei) es fap
rdontion of children would be on-
\!l!"ﬂb]l‘
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conditions...

Fatherless Children”
About 1500 children of unmarried mothers were born in QLD last year.
This 15 an alarming figure, revealing the extent of moral decline under war
The Federal Government now has a report suggesting
provision for these cases in two ways: a maintenance allowance for the
mother in the first year of the child’s life, or hostels in which the child and
mother could live while she was established in employment... Financial
provisions alone will not solve the problem. |

) ulus:;ﬂ . _wllh_hmsms wﬂu:h scck to uamhht:nmledﬂl benetils with

e Liovernment must work

81944 'PLEA TO ASSIST SINGLE MOTHERS.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. :

viewed 23 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48958239

591944 "QIli[?]a" LOOKS at LIFE.", The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. :
2012, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews- art1cle26048700

1933 - 1954}, 9 December, p. 2,

1860 - 1954}, 9 December, p. 12, viewed 3 January,
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MELBOURNE STERILITY CLINIC MELBOUURNE"

The medical officer in charge of the new sterility clinic the women's
hospital has been surprised by the number of young couples
attending. In many cases these are service marriages. Of all cases
examined one in three have proved sterile. Various factors have
proved there is little hope of such unions being otherwise. Adoption
has been suggested, and through the almoners' department of the
hospital it has been made possible. The cause of childlessness in
one case out of 10 lay with the hus band. In two-thirds of childless
marriages them are reasonable chances of parenthood, and it is
expected that 60 per rent, by direct treatment will have children.
One of the sad features of the clinic is the number of people of
advanced years, who have passed the peak of fertility and who, on
examination, have to be told that some slight medical treatment
would have put them right years ago. Although they can be helped,
age is a limiting factor. Women Rearing 40, who previously thought
they were sterile, might now have had large healthy families, if they
had been treated earlier.

TV % EF T WIAD WL (1 A CIB Ao T i & T & Lo

PLANS TO INCREASE
BIRTARATE
Nime Sterility Climics

CANBERIREA Mgy

Flagtives irripmrhdalmes Wy
frreil ml Whiea FT K4 TEY PN 4= QEE
frase e i i dne Ao Fllee
will 1+ Frip I thr Aus'ralinn
Ne'wnel Medilr e Mreslical He
rarch. Codrail elter o=\n 0 ST
meriihiz o e Lo o | anile s o
Mav 22

A mrdlEwl sub-cegnem! e ol )
L e i' hes revasmanerteded  BadTn
mrnl assintance fof "l =olatlnl,
mren ol D sterddys clnkes T
ench in Melboune and Sodne al
woamen s bmgilals andd e racnor
firitmre Perth amd Adreleides

It proposes tha: 8 gren! ol MG
1o mach of Lhw beoewuial shoukd »
maftle o cover the rxpehses of ‘e
vemrs nvrsllgntieng by (hoe o (e
Physirnl rzamination of hustaned
me well as adyrs B slaterl Te b
merewanry for oMren! surking of
o sterdiny clingr

Oovernmen!  ac lon B erill
awaited on 8 sTWer of alher Pecsm
mendetion: made by the coancll
i Dectmber These inriude 3
home bhelp scbeme Yoz all molhers
with voung chilidren recommended
b The Commonsesits Heallh De.
pariment welfare affieesr Mis
Tonatamer Duncan

National Library of Australia

1944 Fatherless Children.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. ; 1933 - 1954), 11 December, p. 2, viewed 24 September,
2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article4§952560

"' 945 'MELBOURNE STERILITY CLINIC., Townsville Daily Bulletin (Q1d. : 1885 - 1954), 9 January, p. 3, viewed 3
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CANADA

U.S.A.

SOCIAL STUDIES DIRECTOR Miss N. Parker's Appointment”
Miss Norma Parker, who is at present in America under a fellowship from
the Commonwealth Fund of America, studying mental health problems
has been appointed acting director of social studies at the
University... Miss Parker succeeds Miss Elizabeth Govan who intends to
return to Canada when Miss Parker arrives. Miss Govan has been acting-
director of the Board of Social Studies for several years, and has played a
big part in the expansion of the social studies courses and social welfare
work in Australia. She has no particular plans for her future after her
return to Canada. Other posts held by Miss Parker in social welfare work
have been: Almoner at St. Vincent's Hospital after she returned from the
National Catholic School of Social Work in Washington, assistant tutor
director to the Board of Social Studies, and the first psychiatric worker
apppinted by the Department of Public Health. Miss Dorothy Sumner,
|| imnted utor to the -.5.-
will arrive in Austraha shortly She is a master of arts of the Umver31ty of
Syracuse and cho
She has had c0n51derable experlence Wlth the Commumty
Service Assomatlon of New York and in Chicago, and has supervised the
work of students at the New York School of Social Work.

1 appo work 1 ard of Social Studies,

Ocial work raini 1l the New 3§

S OCT

1945

The question needs to
be asked, how many
newborn infants
rejected by adoption
eugenics comprise the

Forgotten Australians?

TREND TOWARDS FALL IN POPULATION"™

[f the present trend continued, Australia's population would reach its
maximum about 1960, and would begin a steady decline about 1980, said
Mr B. Douglas, immigration officer of the Social Services Dept.,
addressing the Launceston 50,000 League yesterday. This indicated the
importance of developing an immigration formula that would meet all
sides of the question. It was recognised, however, that the first obligation
was to return and establish in work the 50,000 Australian men and women
in the services. After 150 vears of settlement we have only seven million
persons to occupy 3,000,000 square miles in Australia, said Mr Douglas.
"During the past 60 to 80 years the natural increase has been steadily
declining, and we are barely maintaining that increase.

"Twenty per cent of Australian marriages are childless,
22 pc produce one child, and 24 pc two children. We
are relying on the other 34 pc with three or more
children to carry on the natural increase in population.
Twenty seven per cent of the population does not
marry, and in the war we lost thousands of our best
young men for the second time in 25 years. "

21945 'PLANS TQ INCREASE BIRTHRATE., The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 8 May, p. 10, viewed 3
January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article43492113

1945 'SOCIAL STUDIES DIRECTOR Miss N. Parker’s Appointment., The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 -
1954}, 15 March, p. 6, viewed 19 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article27930022

" 1945 ' TREND TOWARDS FALL IN POPULATION.’, The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. :

1860 - 1954), 4 September, p. 6,

viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26142062
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Any immigration plan should be based on atfraction and not compulsion,
said Mr Douglas. There should be careful selection in the country of
origin, and organised reception of migrants in Australia. The development
of primary and secondary industries on a vast scale should precede any
flux. Decentralisation, housing, social services, and assisted passages
should all fit into the migration plans. A Federal proposal to bring children
from Europe had been discussed, and it was suggested that an experiment
be made first with a cottage scheme in Tasmania. It was not proposed at
present to send British children to Australia for adoption.

1945

SOCIAL SERVICES. Transferring State Workers’™
CANBERRA, July 19
About 270 State public servants will be transferred to the

Commonwealth Public Service for the Government's social service
schemes. This figure was given at a meeting of Federal Labour
Caucus today. Members stressed that the Government must obtain
civil servants who would administer the programmes
sympathetically.

| EXTENSION OF ALMONERS' WORK'™

A new attitude toward all types of problems—particularly social
problems—and a growing realisation of the close connection between
social conditions and health had arisen in Britain, Mrs J. L. Hepburn, of
the Red Cross Social Service Department, said at the seventh annual
meeting of the Institute of Hospital Almoners at the Town Hall
yesterday. Mrs Hepburn has recently arrived in Australia from Great
Britain, and said that Britain was watching the progress of the social
services here with great interest.

Brighton Babies' Home Building Fund”’

The organising secretary of the Brighton Babies' Home (Rev. F. W.
Brasher) says that the problem of illegitimacy is inseparable from the life
of society, and everything should be done to eradicate the birthmark of
illegitimacy from the child. This can largely be done through the system of
effective adoption carried on at the Brighton Babies' Home. The adoption
of the baby into a good home immediately lifts the problem as far as the

| child is concerned and is in many cases the complete solution.

1695 Born Here Out Of Wedlock™®

Number of illegitimate births in Queensland has doubled during the war.
Figure for the year ended June 30 is the highest yet. The report of the
State Children’s Department for the year shows 1695 illegitimate births.
For the year ended June 30, 1939 the number was 857. Reference to past
reports of the department shows a gradual increase in illegitimacy during
the war. Figures for yvears ended June 30 since 1939, with numbers of
illegitimate births in parentheses, are:— 1940 (933), 1941 (839), 1942

731945 'SOCIAL SERVICES.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 20 July, p. 8, viewed 22 September, 2011,
nttp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article51759152

1945 ‘EXTENSION OF ALMONERS' WORK.", The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - [956), 20 September, p. 10,
viewed 20 September, 201}, hitp:/nla.gov.au/nlanews-article9 78847

771945 'Brighton Babies' Home Building Fund.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 4 Qctober, p. 6, viewed 23
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48670755
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(978). 1943 (918) and 1944 (1493). Of the 1695 in the latest report, 351
were born to married women and 363 to de facto wives. Notices of the
deaths of 63 illegitimate children under six years of age were received
during the year. Of the 821 adoptions approved last year, 668 were of
illegitimate children.

1945 | 454 CHILDREN IN STATE CARE”

- i A total of 454 children were being maintained by the State, said the annual
report of the Director of Social Services (Mr H. R. Read) tabled in the
House of Assembly last night... The rate of payment to foster mothers,
exclusive of child endowment, remained unchanged, and compared
favourably with that paid in other Slates... During the year five wards of
the State were legally adopted, and 11 privately boarded out children,
under the supervision of the department, were also adopted.

STERILITY CLINIC
WORK FAVOURED

CANBFERRA Thursday --Sterii-
ity climes hud been so suceessful
in helping childiess couples to be-
come  parenis that the Natlonal
Medical and Health Research
Counctl had  recommended the
Government to coutinue the grants
for their research, the Dirvetor-
Gerneral nf Healthy «Dr, P McCal-
lum)» said to-night.

Dr. McCallum said the women’s
hospital 1 Melbourne hnd exam-
inedd 335 women who regarded
themselves ag sterile During the
same period of {ess than a vear in
Adelnide 83 counles. in Brisbane
512 women, wnd in Sydnev 366
women were examined. 80

Pooling Knowledge For Common Good®

The importance of the interchange of knowledge and experience between
workers in various fields of community welfare has been emphasised in
Adelaide during the past week when visitors from other States have both
contributed to and gained by meetings and discussions held in this city.
Interstate delegates to the conference of supervisors of social service
training arranged by the Social Workers' Association of South Australia,
have been warm in their praise of Adelaide hospitalityand appreciative of
the keenness and enthusiasm of their South Australian colleagues in the
social service field. ..

| Miss Norma Parker, acting director of social studies training at
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Syduey University, who, with Miss Darothy Sumner/case work tutor
on the staff, spoke st the meeting of developments in USA, said
vesterday that the Adelaide conference, which was devoted to the
whole gquestion of the professional education of social workers, was
the first of its kind held in Australia and marked the beginning of
some thing new in Australia so far as social work was concerned...

Miss Parker said, “There is no doubt that in Adelaide, as in Melbourne
and Sydney, there is now a very general acceptance of the importance of
proper training for those people engaged in one field or another of social
service. In New South Wales the State Government, through ifs
whole child welfare programme now recognises the fact that
training is essential, and recent moves by the Commonwealth
Government show a similar acceptance of the principle. We feel that
now that principle is established our next step must be to make sure that
our standards are on the highest possible level. This recent conference
might be regarded as a stock-taking among the supervisors of training in
the three States of what is being done.”

United Nations Organization may care for illegitimates®

The mamtenance of the children of unmarried mothers — a problem that
has become international — is to be tackled by the social council of the
United Nations Organization...An official of the Unmarried Mothers
Association said, We are not concerned about the welfare of the
mothers, but their children.

21945 "UN.O. May Care For llegitimates.,, The Svdney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 7 December, p. 3, viewed
19 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 7962059
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“Married women
adopting babies were
so intent on hiding the

Mothers hsve nolthing %o de
their balies afier adoption, asll
| '| * 'd \ & noHnldghe nnu;u: g the pew g
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that married women adephin 15
| !Eerrmw {nfeut}'m bidin ﬁ aly
i e Sl o 3 sdentity that they wou
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= adontion from o sperified date.

""*Wa do wha! ws can to fall im Wi

=

they were expecting a

; : thear plane. and srrape for fo
baby of their own, and of a baby on & date asked,”

) Jarranpe “*We patarzilvy are snsious to awsd
W l.',ll_IlLl. ‘l“d_]_]»‘:i' adopting pagenta to have the ab
adoptions from a bronght up as one of their own, m
(i ' thin war jearves rven ‘mosey’ stig 53
specified date... bours in the dark.*’ '

COMMONWEALTH FUNDING OF
STERILITY CLINICS
FOR MARRIED COUPLES

Roya! Adelaide Hospital
authorities established the steorl.
ity clinic A vear aro Naving re-
relved an annual! grant of €300 for
'he purpose from the Common-
wealth Government Official re-
pDOrt: state "hat the ¢linle has
achieved a fair deiree ol ~iccesa
in overcoming steriity In women
but that! results have been dix-
ROpoIntineg =0 far in the case ol
men However 1he authoriiies
conaider tha! men shionld seek ad-
vice a! the clinic

71945 'STATE CHILDREN., Cairns Post (Qfd. : 1909 - 1954), 31 December, p. 3, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article42463702

1946 'CHILDLESSNESS IN S.A, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 25 July, p. 8, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articte35706387
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The year 1946 witnessed an Australian referendum that proposed to
extend the powers of government over a range of social services. The
question put was carried and inserted into section 51 of the Australian
Constitution: Section 51 of the Australian Constitution grants the
commonwealth legislative power. Prior to this amendment the only social
services provision was s51(xxiii} that gave power to legislate for invalid
and old-age pensions. This amendment introduced s51(xxiiid) ... Notably,
federal legislation already existed on a number of these issues despite the
lack of a clear constitutional basis: child endowment payments were
introduced in 1941, widow’s pensions in 1942, and unemployment
benefits(commonwealth) in 1945.

Growing Popularity of Babies Heartening®

A recent report to the Commonwealth Government advocated that all
unmarried mothers should be encouraged to keep their babies, and that
special children's homes should be provided for them. There is a tendency
to put the mother's obligations and the gratification of her natural maternal
feelings before the ultimate welfare of the child. But there is no doubt that
adoption into a good home offers the baby the best opportunity of a
normal happy life: and this, after all, should be the major consideration

%% 1946 'Of Interest to WOMEN.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954), 22 November, p- 6, viewed 24
September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article4 9365493
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“From Bassinet
To
Crematorium”’

From Bassinet to Crematorium — Sehpe of Goonvt Social SCQFQ 0' &"
Services” Social SQWEG“

An imtersiate conterence f povernment social avorkess was

| An interstate conference of
_ : _ : povernment soclal workers was
comprehensive that it "leoked atter people from the bassimel told yesterday that the Com-
to the Genatonum. monwealth soclal service was
SilJ comprenensive that it
T ] > Pract , “looked after people from the
In sayving that, Mr.1. P. Collopy, Deputy lhﬁs&inﬂ to the crematorium.™

ferlud b -L'-:IL'I-.|.|I'- that the Clinmmibmaealth sociabservice Wiy so

ti‘rmnmsmn?r for .'H-.'u:ml h:r:n-m{-s in Vietoria, In saying that, Mr J. ¥ Collopy.
saidh that so far social service work conducted Hy ipes Ul AL TUEHTD TR GV S M

o - 1 F i alliafivio Bervices in Victoria, sald that so
the ( ommaony e,tllh“h.ul been ¢ hltl ﬂ.} |1.1+||I.1II"-1. far social service work conducted by
and assistance was "handed out™ with little the Commonwealth had been chisfly

consideration for the reasons behind the ;'mluauve. ?nd asslstance  waa
“handed out” with little consldera-

circamstances of the people who needed help, Tt [ucn for the reasons behind the eir-
wis to social workers that the department now ﬁ:ﬂ%m?{w‘g :’f.,mm' E;ﬂ']kw:fﬁ.:fﬁﬁ
. 2 selioale cases At ) the department now turned to In-
turncd o LIIHLHIIT.Ht cases and watch the Bl vestigaie cases and wasch the chan-.
channels into which assistance went, and how it REERCIRRE I REE AR e TR
= how it was used.
was used. . The gonference, which 15 being at-
| tended by soclal workers attached |
tp the Commonwealthy Department of |
Boclal 8ervices, was opened by Mi
T. H, Pilt, Acting Director-Oeneral
of Bocial 8ervices.

The comference, which is being attended Iy social
workers attached to the Commonwealth Department of
The conference will eontinue every

Social Services, wia aedd by N T, H. Pitt, Acting
. - # “I"*‘ : - _l 1 day Lhly week with round-table dis-
Director-General of Social Services. CUBSIONA

1946

Article titled ‘Social Service’;

Sums allocated to the department were spent on old-age, widows' and invalid pensions, child
endowment and unemployment and sickness benefits. These payments rested for justification
not only on the grounds of simple humanity, but on the belief that it was actually "good
business" to provide at least some measure of protection against the hazards of life. However, to
provide a minimum of protection was not enough. Australia had made generous proviston for
social services, but it should also be willing and eager to learn from other countries to see in
what direction our own social services could be improved. In this connection, it was noteworthy
that the increased nse of social research and the greater emplovment of trained social workers
was taking place in England, Canada and the United States.”

¥ 1946 ""From Bassinet To Crematorium”.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 10 September, p. 7, viewed 20
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/mla.news-article22330328

871946 'SOCIAL SERVICE., The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 19354), 10 May, p. 11, viewed 3 January, 2012,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article503404 12
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Social Worker
In Perth

T wae umpeatant o e oo
Liia w i) tesolpnies o 6} {aHilE
IWEARy Ly W winllable g jreep
ehon they  teapiipil Bt i
T wa R T b liewr ol dLa
soefed]l wmork. mesdd Plsrdb M s
il e L smmommendiln ey
L TH of  Srcdal S e % s
Tauta Vaplpi ) sanl vestciadpy

Mlowa | aploid whir airiieir]

Perh . Usis week Feem | Kebysati

i fuaking e of ber rppuin

-

MISS LYRA TATLOR

This article from 15 April 1950
(National Library) refers to the
AASW as the Commonwealth
Association of Social Workers,
and that is indeed what it was.

Women's News: Association Formed By Australian Social Workers™
An has been formed

at the inter-state conference of social workers in the
Commeonwealth Department of Social Services which is being

held in Melbourne this week

The association will be a coordinating hody
for the State associations of social workers,
and will speak for them on matters that
affect the Commonwealth, and speak for
the Commonwealth in international affairs
connected with social work.

Miss Norma Parker, who with Miss Elvira
Lyons is a delegate from New South Wales, has
been appointed chairman of a provisional committee. The executive
committee will sit first in Sydney, with sittings rotating between the
capitals every three years.

tatives at the conferéence, which s.un

vea Lay . head ol the Department's !
it Miss Dorothy Sumner, of Chicago. who is at present
attached to the staff of the Board of Social Studies at Sydney

Universitv as casework lecturer, is attending the conference, and

next week will conduct two courses of lectares, one specially for all

the State social workers and research officers attached to the

Commonwealth Department.

5 1946 'Women's News Association Formed By Australian Social Workers.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 -
1954), 12 September, p. 7, viewed 19 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2 7910131
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“Maternity homes for unmarried mothers: a community service”, Maud
Morlock and Hilary Campbell, 1946, U.S. Govt, Print. Off., Washington,
retrieved 21* September 2011, from
<http://openlibrary.org/books/OL262102M/Maternity homes_for unmar
ried mothers>

Extract in next row (pp. 34-35) details practice of compulsory breast
binding, which was widespread m Australia.
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OLD TYPE OF SOCIAL AID GONE™
The older school of social workers, the ‘Do Gooders,' was rapidly passing
" o away. Miss Lyra Taylor, chief research officer of the Commonwealth

e Department ol Social Service, said last night... Miss Taylor predicted
increased international outlook and scope in all fields of social work. It
was vitally important that the temporary exchanges of social workers
between different countries should continue. She did not favour the
exclusive use of the expert in social work. While it was desirable to have
more trained personnel, other welfare workers and interested voluntary

bodies were essential.

1946

1946

A recent report to the Commonwealth Government advocated that all
unmarried mothers should be encouraged to keep their babies, and that
special children's homes should be provided for them. [RSSERIN I EITHY

Lo put the mother's obligations and the gratification ol her nutwral materna

% Miss Lyra Taylor was a Committee member of the Montreal Council of Social Agencies, of

the administrative level of the Council and its Financial Federation, according to Anne Frances MacLennan’s “Charity and
Change: The Montreal Council of Social Agencies' Attempts to Deal with the Depression”™ (Department of History

MeGill University, Montreal, Quebec, April 1984)

1946 'OLD TYPE OF SOCIAL AID GONE., The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954), 4 October, p. 6, viewed
23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4 9359504
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Feelinues before the ulimate wellare of the child, But there is ne doubt that

adoption into g vood home olfers the baby the best opportunity ol i

wimal happy hile: and this. after all, should be the mujor consideration.”
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secretary

| Australia must be represented at the September Hague conference, which

Women's News: Social Workers' Conference in Sydney Next Year”
At a meeting of the Federal Council of the Australian Association of
Social Workers in Sydney at the weekend, it was decided to hold an
Australian Conference of Social Work in Sydney next year. The theme of
the conference will be Australia's contribution to social security. An
attempt will be made to evaluate present social work, both statutory and
voluntary, and to highlight Australian achievements in social service work.
IThe Australian Association of Social Workers is the newly-formed
national body of professional social workers from social workers

associations in various States,

Delegates tn Sydney for the council meetings include Misses Julie Day
and Nell Cameron (Western Australia), Mrs. Suzanne Brookman, and
Miss Ruth Cleary (South Australia), Misses Alison Player, and Helen
Clark (Victoria), and Misses Mary Pillenger and Margaret Grutzner
(Queensland). Misses Elvira Lyons and Norma Parker represented New
South Wales.

INTERNATIONAL MEETING

Detailed reports of meetings of the International Conference of Social
Work held i Brussels recently, which were attended by Miss Jean
Robertson as an official observer for the Australian Government, were
discussed. Miss Robertson said that social and economic problems facing
social workers in formerly occupied countries in Europe were almost
overwhelming. She added that there was a strong desire for some
machinery to enable social workers of all countries to work in co-
operation.

Office-bearers of the Ausiralian Association elected at the week-end werg
as follows:-President. Miss Norma Parker: vice-presidents. Mrs. A. G,
Wheaton, Misses Lyra Tavlor Misc; Kathcrinc Ogilvie. Miss Dorothy
Sumner; | 'V or; asststant honorary

MORE SOCIAL SERVICE ACTIVITY URGED”
increasing Australian participation in world social service activities
was urged last night by Mr F. H. Rowe, Director-General of Social
Services, speaking at the annual meeting of the Victorian branch,
Australian Association of Social Workers. Mr Rowe said that

*1 1946 'Of Tnterest to WOMEN *, The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. :

1933 - 1954), 22 November, p. 6, viewed 24

September, 2011, http://nla_gov.au/nla.news-article4 9365493

21946 "Women's News Social Workers' Conference In Sydney Next Year.’, The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 -
1934), 16 December, p. 7, viewed 19 September, 2017, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18014135

1947 'MORE SOCIAL SERVICE ACTIVITY URGED.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956}, 20 March, p. 14,
viewed 24 September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article224 15813
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would decide where the next international conference of social service
workers would be held. Social service workers, during the next few
months, must become articulate, formulate public opinion, and ensure that
representatives to the Hague conference were selected. New branch
officers elected: President, Miss Helen Clark; vice-president, Mrs C.
Kitchen; secretary, Miss J. Sambell; treasurer, Mr R. Burke; employment
secretary, Miss G. Norman; executive committee, Miss J. Raymond,
Miss J. Anderson, Miss E. Monson, Miss O. Dodd, Miss R. Hoban, and
Mr H. McKenzie.

SURVEY OF WELFARE SERVICE’™

An informative sunvey of community work undertaken hy socia
vorkers in the Commonwealih Social Services Dept. i gtRavdi
yesterday by Miss Kathleen Corvan, social worker of the
Gl Tad TS M ETT PV TEMS he was speaking st a meeting held unde
he auspices of the United Nations' AssociationBidi YN @R
yesterday. Mr J. Modridge was chairman. "In a country of 7,500,000
people and with £70,000,000 spent annually on social services that
tend to increase, demand for trained administrators and service
personnel will become greater,' Miss Corvan said.

Social Workers' Important Job™

Miss Jean Ritchie, a social worker attached to the Commonwealth
Department of Social Services in Brisbane, is spending a week in Svdney
meeting members of the Board of Social Studies at Sydney

University, and workers in her own field. It is proposed to start a Board
of Social Studies at Brisbane University next year.

"There is still a great need for social workers," Miss Ritchie said,
"although many agencies who should have them do not. Private agencies
can fill in the gaps not touched by Government Departments. Sociul work
should be recognised as largely preventive, and trained workers can do an

important job in the commumity

Miss Ritchie is one of several women attached to the
Commuonwealth Departments of Social Services in each State- a
member of the team of trained social sworkers established by the
head of the Social Services Research Bureau, Miss Lyra Taylor, who
has been attached to the Department since 1944,

1947
by \::-— .
I?-'i hi,
i Moy
1947
- -
\ - Y
-~ = J
1947

VALIDATING MEASURE. Legal Foundation For Legislation.
CANBERRA. May 15°

The Social Services Declaratory Bill, to give effect to powers conferred by
the Referendum and to place on a legal foundation to existing social

11947 'SURVEY OF WELFARE SERVICE., The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), 29 April, p. 5, viewed 22
September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26378781

%1947 'Social Workers' Important Job.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 22 May, p. 14, viewed 23
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18027083

1947 'VALIDATING MEASURE., The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 16 May, p. 10, viewed 21
September, 2011, http://nia.gov.au/nla.news-article46312141
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services legislation, was passed by the Senate today. The Minister for
Health and Social Services (Senator McKenna) said that although the
Government previously had specific power to enact social service
legislation only on invalid and old-age pensions, it had provided many
other benefits under its power to appropriate public moneys. The High
1oy ;_5} Court decision on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Act showed that this
NSRRIy B power could be used only for purposes stated or implied in the
v A Constitution. Parliament had been acting on too wide a view. Existing
Acts would be validated from December 1946, so that prosecutions could
be launched for offences such as fraudulent claims for pensions or other
benefits committed since then. Parliament now had power to make laws
for maternity allowances, widows' pensions, child endowment,
unemployment, pharmaceutical, sickness and hospital benefits, medical
and dental services, student benefits and family allowances.

GROWTH OF SOCIAL SERVICES”
It is anticipated that the total expenditure on social services by the
Commonwealth during the year 1947-48 will amount to £72,060,000.

¥
';:“%ﬂ'b“ Z & This was stated by Senator Mc¢ Kenna, Minister for Health and Social
L R ;.h 4 Services, in the Senate when he introduced the Social Services
) JER 4k Consolidation Bill, "It will be apparent,” he said, "that what in effect is
P T e %r’i = taking place amounts to a redistribution of the national income."

LB As a consolidating measure the Bill repeals the whole of 42 Act of
Parliament, and it repeals portions of seven other Acts, all of which are
listed in the schedule. Tt consolidates the law in relation to social benefits
which fall broadly, under the headings of Invalid and Old-age Pensions,
widows' pensions, maternity allowances, child endowment,
unemployment and sickness benefits.

"With the passage of time," the Minister said, "certain portions of the
existing legislations have become obsolete, making their repeal desirable,
whilst differing provisions in sections of a somewhat similar character in
the Acts relating to the various benefits have produced confusion and
anomalies. The main objectives in the consolidation are to eliminate
obsolete sections, remove anomalies, simplify drafting, amalgamate certain
sections of the administration, to modernise the legisiation and to present
it as a symmetrical part of a well-defined pattern of social security.

COMMUNITY RESPONSIILITY

Whilst the Bill was, to a considerable extent, a consolidating measure, he
said it was also in many important ways of amending and creative nature.
In recent years there had developed in the peoples of enlightened

countries d recogmition of the fact that care of the aged. the infim,

71947 '‘Couples want to adopt babies; law says 'ne", The Argus (Melboumne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 18 November, p. 7,
viewed 24 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article22520598

%1947 'GROWTH OF SOCIAL SERVICES., Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton, Qid. : 1878 - 1954), 22 May, p. 7, viewed
21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 56782635
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widowed, unemployed and sick could not properly be left to individuals
and to organisalions set up for charitable purposes. It was now an
acceptied principle that these were matters of community responsibility,
to be implemented and administered at the governmental level without
discournging charitahle efforts, The basic idea was to assure 1o every
individual, as far as was humanly possible, "man's most precious
possession. peace of mind."

In reviewing the history of the social service legislation of the Federal
Parliament, Senator M¢ Kenna said that the referendum of September 28
last had resulted in power being conferred upon the Parliament to make
laws with respect to "the provision of maternity allowances, widows'
pensions, child endowment, unemplovment, pharmaceutical, sickness and
hospital benefits, medical and denal services (but not so as to authorise
any form of ¢ivil conseription), benefits to students and fhmily
allowances."

"This alteration of the Constitution,’ he went on to say, "not only
confirmed the Commonwealth power to provide social services benefits of
a type already in existence, but has given it also almost unlimited power in
new and important fields of social service. ..

Child endowment is paid in respect of nearly 1,000,000 children and the
cost is approximately £20, 000.000 per annum. There are some 43,500
widows drawing pensions at a yearly cost of £3.300.000. There are fewer
than 10,000 people receiving unemployment benefit and about 9000

C iinlé T . receiving sickness benefit, the two costing, at present rates, approximately

PP £1,750,000 per annum. This year it is estimated that there will be more
1::p:d::§|neos" th@ 22-,600 funeral benefits, involving the expendi?ure of some £220,000.

Adoption laws pr It is of interest to note that the Department of Social Serv1ce§; last year
many children from ,g;t,,ﬁ“’ issued more than 2,000,000 cheques, and that on every working day in the
'ug;r hom‘;gc, M G_' Sydney branch alone more than 2000 separate pieces of correspondence

! are received. There are not many homes in Australia which do not have a
direct and beneficial association with the department.”

SOCTAL SERVICE BUREAT

Senator McKenna ... made special relerence to the Social Research
Buremy, which was established in November 1944 on the recommendation
of the joint committee. Though its development had been retarded by the
shortage of trained personnel, a great deal of useful work had been

accomplished, he said. Trained social workers had been introduced into
the administration and their skills employed in difficult eases of child
endowinent. unemployment and sickness benefits, age and invalid
pensions, and in the rehabilitation program.

"These workers." he said, "render a professional service acyuired by their
specialised training to many people for the purpose of assisting them to
attain satis{ving refationships and standards of life in accordance with
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their particular wishes and capacities. Concurrently with this day to day
work, the Bureau has a program of social research directed towards the
evaluation of the actual human and social effect upon people of the
Commonwealth's total social welfare program and of specific portions of
that program. The research officers have also made a comprehensive
survey of social service agenties and facilities throughout the
Commonwealth and have established and are maintaining association with
more than 200 official and non-official social service hodies outside
Ausiralia.

"Through these associations an increasing store of up-to-date, reliable
facts on overseas developments in social welfare is being amassed. At the
same time there is provided a channel for the dissemination overseas of
authoritative information on current social activity and in the
Comimonwealth. In an era when the value of intemational knowledge and
understanding can hardly be over-emphasised this exchange of information
is of great importance and significance...From July widows' pensions will
be paid fortnightly, instead of each four weeks as at present.
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SOCIAL SERVICES REDISTRIEUT: THE
NATIONAL INCOME

(From Our Special Representative)

CANBERRA, May 18.—It is anticipated that the
total expenditure on social services by the Common-
wealth during the year 1947.48 will umount to £72-
060,000, This was stated by Senator McKenna, Minis-
ter for Health and Social Services, in the Senate last
mght,\thcnhemtmdmdtthoculqumComb-
dation Bill "It will be apparent,” be said, “that what
in effect is taking place amounts to a re-distribution of

the national income.”
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ihe Perliamesni o mase jawa wilh re-
sp=Tl to  Lhe pruvision of  maternnty
atluwances, widowa penzlons, chid en-
domment. usefaployment, pharmaceuti-
i secMDess alg hmmu! ben ALs,
. dichl and dental seTviceas bul 001 su
A 10 RUILOISe BuY farm of ol con-
Oplen), bepeflila o sigdents podg
amily allowaiwes
The slirratzon of the Ceanstiiution ™

e went ou lo sy, "not only confrmed
the Cammaoraesith pgner to pl“’“lﬂz
cial service benefits of 3 lype already
u exiglence. but nes given oL aise Bl-
mosl nlimiled power I Lew sngd un-
poriacy fejds ol sortal servicez
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Meeting Needs Of Australian Family'®®

Social services in the modemn sense embodied much more than financial
aid, Miss Lyra Taylor of the Commonwealth Department of Social
Services, said last night in an address on "Social Services fix the Family.”
The United Nations Social Commission, she said, had defined social
services as "organised activities for promoting the physical and
mental welfare of the members of a commuanity by close personal
contact, which may invelve direct assistance to the individual or
have in view the improvement of his environment."

The majority of people thought of social services strictly in terms of
financial help. This was particularly true in relation to those services made
available and administered by statutory bodies, whether at the
Commonwealth, State or municipal level. Obviously until Governments
had provided a sound underpinning of economic security for all citizens, it
was impossible to embark to any great extent on social services of a
different kind...Miss Taylor urged that these services should not be
regarded merely in terms of money spent, but of economic security.

Furthermore, she added within the last two vears 16 trained social
workers and two social research workers had been added to the staff
of the Commonwealth Department of Social Services. These were
people who by their special training in human relationships were
qualified to develop that personal contact between the department
and its beneficiaries recommended by the United Nations Social

Commission.

Tmpertance Of Voluntary Organisations'®!

When the Director-General of Commonwealth Social Services (Mr, F. H.
Rowe) was in Adelaide last week, he had some interesting things to say
about the importance of voluntary social agencies, in view of the trend in
this country as elsewhere, for Government control in a wide field of social
welfare activities.

While it had come to be recognised in recent years that certain types of
social services must inevitably become the responsibility of Governments,
Mr. Rowe said it was also accepted that voluntary agencies or
organisations must continue to play an important part in fields in which
many of them had been the pioneers. There should be no attempt to
discourage those members of the community who realised and accepted
their responsibilities for the wellbeing of their fellow-citizens...Rather
than discourage them the Government wished to encourage the growth and
development of voluntary social agencies and there was an admirable
degree of co-operation between existing agencies and the Federal and State
Governments. Mr. Rowe said that his department had done a great deal to
wards awakening a social conscience throughout the Commonwealth by
emphasising the importance of the trained social worker and research

%0 1947 'Meeting Needs Of Australian Family.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 27 May, p. 11, viewed 21
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worker. He hoped to see the day when all Governmental and voluntary
bodies were staffed by trained people.

The schools of social studies at Sydney and Melbourne Universities had
been persuaded to take increased numbers of students to help to meet
increasing demands. Another important development in the department,
Mr. Rowe said, was the establishment in 1944 of a social research bureay,
of which Miss Lyra Taylor was the officer in charge. Through this bureau
constant touch was kept with social welfare activities all over the world,
and the information compiled was available to all interested.

Mr. Rowe pointed out that councils of social service and
such groups as the Australian Association of Social
Workers could do a great deal to influence public opinion
in a way which Government officers could not, by calling
attention to existing evils and helping to decide what was
the best way to deal with them.

Population Survey For 1945'%

Issued today by the Commonwealth Statistician Dr. Roland Wilson...One
man married at 90 and three at 15. There were nine brides at 14 and 109 at
16. The number of marriages dropped from the wartime peak of 12.01 a
thousand 1n 1942 to 852 in 1945. More minors married than in any year
except 1944. The birth rate was the highest since the end of World War I
and the number of illegitimate births was a record 7,195, although the
percentage was slightly lower than in 1944,

1% 1947 Tmportance Of Voluntary Organisations.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 25 June, p. 11, viewed 21
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3 5983845

1921947 FATHER AT AGE OF 87.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 22 July, p. 4, viewed 20 September,
2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article35988773

62



Towards

We are in the First Phase

MNational Socialism

By PAUL McGUIRE

AST WEEK 1 wrote of the

superstition of the Mon-
strous State and of the Chifley-
Evatt scheme o nationalise the
banks as a svmptom of its in-
fection here. I repeat that
I should not care a tuppeuny
damn if the banks only were
involved. But it railses for Aus-
tralians the guestion of how far
we are to admit the excessive
enlarcement of the State.

® The growth of the Monstrous
National State is the major phonem-
enun of moedern polilics.

@ The State 1 many rouniries has
grown far beyvend s proper fune-
tion.

@ It has increasmgly uvsurped rights
and respousibilitics  which properiy
belomg to the human persen and his
ather pociul tnstruments,

When the State grows beyond s
proper funciions it chokes nng cor-
rupts the social body. It confines and
restricts liberties at home. 1In the
world at large it has become the
immediste cause of {wo world wars.
It conflicts threaten anpther eco-
itomiec erisis and a third world war
unless we el sense enough o check
tia aberrations and reduwce LW s
propey bart in human affairs.

The ccononiie, cultural, and moral
life of a man should not be boxel
Lp within the political and wgeoera-
phic frontiers of the National Stite,
Conmmueree, 811, sowenee, religion oross
the  poltical frontiers and  calnuam
properly be subdued 1o the poidieul
mstnunent,

U we are 1o grow towards worig
order and e rangilny whieh
preaee. we must allow the free crounily
of evonomic. cultural, and moral
enommubies amongst the peaides of
the ww !l

e ww v

B Buf thie madery Natiomal Stete
everygwhere rewasts the grouth of .
ternational compmynity.

@ /n Russia and Not Germany .
have seen il feck to o dsolate s
peoples, to cstablish economic anvtar-
Ries, to glam down 18 riese clurfgin
Cyen on the life af the mind

In the preat oxpansions ol the
XVII] and XIX ceenmturics the world
began to grow fowards community.
Asia and Alrica were opened Lo the
idess and comuwree of the world.
New nations were founded (o Aourish
in the Americas apd Australasin W
were beginning to grow fowards One
World when we traded freely goods.
ideas, techniques;, when ithe Basilo
rade 8 bievcle built i Birmingham:
when Eurepeoun scientiste fousht the
twetae fly, hooliworm, and imsdane:
when  we begunt lo eat  Alankan
salingl: when we began o clothe
the world I Ausiralian wools

:. But as  the Monstrous  Slale
ldevelops it reacts viniently cuainst
, a orld comnmuenity,

® /t pushes up fentastic terifl bar-
rtiere Ggnd imiposes confrols on the
| econemic, sovigl, and wmicilectund e
|0} the peypie,

® It scwces the iustrunents of edu-
cation and information. It (rpsers
and prescribes,

You may =ay that it has not ye

done s0 here, Bul its appetite grows
upon what it feeds. As governments

Hipose one coltrol on anoller and
as 1hie mess they make develops they
shariner e ClHlIsin is o IUxury
ey onnnot ublow thewr aorts

O thing leads 1o anethey in this
rake s progress. 1 am widlong to be
Mat the banking  lepgialntion  will
prosently be extended o voluntary
credit-untons wnd co-operaidve enter-
JIrises binlding  societles, for tn-
stancet  whiehy denl ke the bangs
1 Joans and eredits, It oll goes i
what 1= now g dreendy fanisim
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SOCIAL WORKERS TO CONFER FOR FIRST

- z TINIEICM

,:&E,‘h 48 The first annual conference of the Australinn Association
‘..*._N,J_ of Social Workers will be held in Sydney from next Friday
[ T St until Sunday. More than 100 social workers from the other

. States are expected to attend Members of interstate Schools
of Social Work and representatives from Commonwealth and State
Government departments will also be present. The first session,
which will be held on Friday evening at the Royal Australasian College of
Physicians, Macquarie Street, will be opened by the president of the
Association, Miss Norma Parker, the senior lecturer in the Social
Casework Department of Social Studies at Sydney University

1947 Did vou know'"®

that illegitimate hirths notified wtaled 1398 — the lowest since 942
that applications to adopt children continue to increase. but because ol the

gitimate birth rate there 1s a waiting list of more thun 1060

declme in the ille

willing 1o adopt babies of cither sex.  These facts are taken fraom the report

ol the Director of the State Children's Department ( Me. W Smith) tabled

i Parliment vesterday

’I’HE test-taibe baly os DKElY

to muke s Qdebyr in Svg-

ney soon. Five wonuen hate breome

pregnant after arofici ansemilas

tion at the Women - Hospura, Ciowi

S, Their huysband~ will ot be
. fathers of the children

Crown St. has s ~terility clink
where protracted rrvamination of
husbands and wives who have been
unuble to have children is made,
the tests sometimes extending over
months,

When examin.i.o Lo Ten -*k_ﬁ
that couples caniu llaren
the clinie advives o0 dupit o
family,

Where wometl i b for altie
Acial InrRemInation, i g sixtem
is not used. O Lo sl b Hhat Log
legal consequency- o o ainseie
Ination here oale not Lo clead

N - - 4 106
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Social Workers Organise'"”’

A group of social workers in Hobart recently formed a State branch of the
Australian Association of Social Workers. There are branches in all
other States. It was explained that the association was constituted a
vear ago to co-ordinate the activities of State associations and to
facilitate the exchange of information and ideas. Other objects were
to promote and develop professional social work throughout the
Commonwealth, and to promote and maimntain standards of professional
training and practice.

1947

o bl T it
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Home Life Lost Because of Law'"

Adoption law is preventing many children from...getting a good home life,
Matron. G. Lloyd of the 'Alexandra Babies' Home, Ballarat said
yesterday: Many of the mothers with children in the home paid nothing
to wards its upkeep yet they refused to consent to adoption into good
homes where the children would get many opportunities they were
otherwise denied. Matron Lloyd said she had an immense list of couples
wanting to adopt babies. One young couple had been waiting two years.
Most couples wanted girls.

. SOCIAL WORKER American Lecturer In Perth!®

A West Australian was mainly responsible for the decision ot Miss
Dorothy Sumner, an American social service worker. (o come to Australia.
For the past 21 vears Miss Sumner has been a case-work lecturer in social

science at Svdney University. but she has given up her vacation to visit ail
the social centres in Australian capital cities at the invitation of the
Department of Social Services,

While Miss Sumner was in the United States she met Miss Norma Parker,
a prominent social worker from this State....She (has) since been busy
lecturing in Sydney, besides interesting herself in the practical side of the
work Perth is the first of the capitals in which she will survey the
Department's work. In the time that she has been in Australia Miss
Sumner has noticed an awakening in the community to the need for skilled
social workers.

Good Social Plan, But Workers Are Few''’

The Commonwealth Government had a progressive social
service scheme, but there were not enough social workers,
Miss Dorothy Sumner, an American social worker said in

Brisbane last night. Great progress had been shown in a

971947 'Social Workers Organise.’, The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), 13 October, p. 11, viewed 19 September,
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short time by the Social Services Department, and it
already compared favourably with those in Britam and
America, she said.
Miss Summner has visited all State capials in the last si
weeks as consultant to the Commonwealth Social Services
Department. She was brought to Australia in 1943 by the
Svdney Ulmiversity to lecture on social studies. She said thay
Austrahia had an advantage over Ameérica becaulse socia
service work here was uniform in all States GRS B8
varied, depending on the State's financial status. Remaining
to Brisbane until Saturday, she will endeavour to assist
social workers in this State. She will return to America in

May.

SOCIAL SERVICE Lack Of Trained Workers'"'

There are only 13 social workers in Western Australia and not one
psychiatric social worker,” said the Commonwealth Director of
Psychology in the Repatriation Department (Dr. A. Stoller) in a lecture to
soctal workers at the University. "Qutside the metropolitan area there is
no service worth talking about.” Dr. Stoller said it was estimated that 30
to 40 social workers could easily be absorbed in this State at present and
that ten of those should be psychiatric social workers. There were a few
untrained workers attempting to do the job of the trained social worker,
but however good the personality and standard of that individual, she
must be handicapped by her lack of training. The shortage in this State
was one which must be overcome if a reasonable social health were to be
attained. Conditions were progressively falling behind world standards
and now was the time to act.

How Smart is Baby?'"?

Psychology Professor A. R. Gilliland and associates at North western
University have developed a new test to learn just how smart a baby is.
The test is said to be unique in that it measures intelligence of babies as
young as four weeks. It consists of 40 items, with tests made by trained
examiners. Some of them are whether the baby doses his fingers around a
rattle, blinks or averts his eyes from aray of light, focuses on an object,
makes searching: head movements at the sound of a rattle, reacts to a
ringing door-bell, or investigates a scrap of paper placed on his face.

The test was developed at the request of adoption
agencies. which wiant to determine a child's intellicence at

the earliest age possible.

11948 'SOCIAL SERVICE., The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 5 May, p. 3, viewed 22 September, 2011,
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Liberals And The Social
Service State

By ERIC D. BUTLER, Campeign Dirgctor Vuronon L“gue of Rights,

MAJOR feature of Sccialist

propaganda 15 the {nsistence
that it 18 the function of Gov-
ernment 1o provide the indi-
vidua] with securlty from the
cradle to the grave,
80 successful has this propa-
ganda beenr (huat even non-
Sociglist  parties  hape  suc-
cumbed fo the electoral gtirac-
fiony of colectivist sociul ser-
vice schemes which must even-
tually lead to the destruction of
all peragral lbhorties.
It waa the Social Service State,
mtroduced by  the German
Boclalists  late  last  century,
whichh sapped the independence
of the German people and
paved the way for Hitler., We
cannot walk the same rond that
the Germans wulked ang reach
a Mifferent destination. Bis-
marck apuroprintely  described
the social service sehemes o8
‘goldent  chuins  areund  he
necky of the workess ”

How Fabions
Infiltrated

It wae from Blsmarck > Cive-
many that the English FPuaiian
Boclalists borrowed most  of
their Idens, iders which have
been  since agated in all
English - apﬁikip caountries.
Bearing in mind that Hitler wus
the logical result of e Socwl
Seivice State in Germany. it 3
uet surprising that the chief
speaker at ihe Pubian Inter-
national! Pureau's conference in
1942 stated that:

“There i8 not much difference
t:efureeu the bq.m' eennom i
rﬁ?’mquc_’s o)  Socwalism and
Naligm ™

Aflter outlining  how the
Fabians infiltrated into nll the
parties In Great Britain, Ber-
nird Shaw. himself a prom!-
nent Fabian Soclalist. hins said
Ulaln,t thev so00on had members of

..... me Ay e e mmm A b

thnt rhf"» soon had mmnh-*rnr nl‘
all  partles  advancing  fdess
“that would nerer have come
intn their heads hoed not (he
Fabians put them there”

It is wll too obvious thot Alci-
trallun non-Lebour partles hgte
also  adopmied  Socialist ideas
without reallsing whuat I8 in-
volved if they perslst anh them.
The ILiberals I paricular,
word i well o1 present 1o
read  Beatrice Webb's recemily
publisiwe bouk, Our Partper-
ship, in whieh there s much
evidenre of hoow Béatrice und
Stdney Webb helped furnmilate
the social peltetes of the Eng-
Hah Libernl Purty.

The English Liberale hrad surh
a poor understgnding of their
aun principles that they ullon «d
the Fablan  Socinlists (o nee
them (o import from Germviary
early this cenfury the hluenrints
af the Xerplle Ntgle.

Whither Australian
Liberolism?

® Do Aurtrullig Litsrls
understand their  principles!
nny better than did the i:.'m,-l
lish Liberals? l
@ Arc they also prepared (o
seek political power by coni-
peting withh the Ladbwour-
Bociulists W uflering  thye
bribe of the Sorial Servies'
Btate, arrespective  of (b
future price 1o be ppid? !
Thrse are questions whirh:
compeient siddents of the real
Socialist menace or¢ asking,
The basic Tcature of Lhe Sowialy
Bervice Biate 15 that the Gov-
ernment  should c‘or!l‘)u{*-nril}."
take {rom the individual an -
ereasing amount of his money!
and only ermit hm o get
some of it buck under terms’
dicuited by an increasipg RITNY |
of offictuls.  The sndividuwl s
offered u cart-horse securlty ot
the price of his personal lib-
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CONFERENCE IN L.S.4.

AU&TRALLA will have smﬂ-l

lent representation at the In-
ternaiional Conference o Bocla) |
work to be held at Atlantic City,|
U8, nsxt menth. Miss Lyra
Taylor, administrative officer af
the Socis] Work and Research
Bections of the Commonwea)th

Department of Soclal Servicea,
leave Sydney today to mt-
tend the conference, Misa

Marlon Urquhart, nations! social
service direetar of the Austra-
ilan Aed Cross Society, w‘llll
leave by Bkymaster on April 4
al the invitation of the Ameri-
can Red Cross.  The president
of the Australian Asscciation of

Bocial

Workers ({Miss Norma

Parker) is expected to leave by

air at the end of this

manth,

1948

ek

‘ #{;555-‘%1-'

CHILD WELFARE PAYMENTS

An increase of 5/ a week in allowances paid by the Child Welfare
Department to a number of women with dependent children had been
approved by the State Government, the Minister for Child Welfare (Mr.

Watts) said yesterday.

1948

OUTLAWING GENOCIDE PARIS, Nov. 26~

Speaking over the United Nations radio vesterday, the President of the
General Assembly (Dr. Evatt) said that the present draft international
convention on genocide was "epoch making and one of the major
achievements of the present Assembly."

Dr. Evatt described genocide as:

"the crime of committing anv deliberate act whiclt is in tendee

(o destroy or cause serious harm to groups of hwnan beings

I el | S Sa g el TSR % ; A F
hecase of their race, retigion or political apiion

The convention to outlaw this crime was the result of tremendous effort
which occupied the cream of the world's international lawyers over two
years, he said. Dr. Evatt said that the convention meant "moulding within
the framework of an internationally acceptable legal document the very
different legal systems of 58 nations and the divergent ideas of 58
different lawyers."--Reuters.

' 1948 '"CHILD WELFARE PAYMENTS., The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 29 October, p. 8 Edition: st
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1949 Minister tor Education discloses that in 1948, 3,939
applications for adoptions had been received but that only 625

adoptions could be arranged. There is a two-year wait for girls

and a one-year wait for boys.

1949

200 Waiting to Adopt Babies'"’
The State Children’s Department has a list of 200 couples
waiting to adopt babies.

118

1949 Almoners' annual conference

i The first annual conference of the Australian Association of Hospital
Almoners, which opens today will be continued tomorrow. Members
from New South Wales and South Australian branches will attend. The
conference will include a State branch dinner at the Wattle tonight. Guest
speaker will be Major-General Kingsley Norris, whose subject will be
"Social Medicine." Guests will be received by Miss Isabel Strahan,
president of the Australian Association and Miss N. Pancourt,
Victorian president.

Single Mothers'"”

There were many vacancies in two Brisbane homes
conducted by Church authorities, for expectant
unmarried mothers, the Health and Home Affairs
Minister (Mr. Jones) said in Parliament yesterday. Mr.
Lukins (Q.P.P., Maree) had asked whether Mr. Jones
would consider a means of finding adequate
accommodation for unmarried mothers.

1181949 "TRAFFIC IN BABIES ", The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 25 January, p. 8, viewed 20 September,
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TO MHER BABY
JLONDON, Thursday.

P g tn m e .

A 1§-year-old girl will become
& wister o her illagitimate baby
Jbsopuse the girl's parents have
I{ recaivnd legal permiasion to adopt
the baby. :
| In making the order in the
Chancery Division, Mr. Justice
Vaisey warned that an oslen-
aible relationship between the
mother and child was unnatural
And that itz crestion might sow
'the needs of grievoua unheppi-
ness, both for them and for the
ndoptern. . o

The judge said his principal
reason for making the order
wasa his bellef that he could rely
on the good sense and good jude-
ment of the sdopters 1o handle
the situation aa it developrd.

"let them never forget they
owe a continuing, uneacapable
'duty-{o the young mother as well
s the child,” he added.

National Library of Australia

. -

Social Workers' Conference'?’

The second Australian conference of social workers will be held in
Melbourne in September. This was stated in the report presented last

night at the annual meeting of the N TS R 1 SA R E !
SRS RS S During the conference the Victorian branch

will be host to about 300 social workers from all States. A special sub-
committee has been formed, and plans are well in hand. The branch has
about 90 members at present. New members welcomed during the year

included 14 recently qualified social workers.

1945
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To save groups'?!

CANBERRA, Thursday. — A Bill to approve Australian ratification of
the international convention on the prevention and punishment of
genocide was introduced in the House of Representatives. In his second
reading speech on the Bill the Prime Minister (Mr. Chifley) said genocide
meant the wholesale or partial destruction of religious, racial, or national

groups.

Roundabeut Miss Lyra Taylor'*?

Miss Lyra Taylor of the headgnarters stay of the Commonwealth
Department of Social Services, who is paying a brief visit to Adelaide,
will address a meeting tonight of the 3A branch of the Australian
Association of Socinl Workers on "Trends in Socinl Welfare," Last
year Miss Taylor represented Australia at the meetings of the
International Conference on Social Work held in Atlantic City and New
York, and later spent some months in research on the social adjustment of
young people. This research was sponsored by the Carnegie Corporation
and included visits to Canada and England as well as study in
America.

SOCIAL WORKERS URGED TO STUDY THE INDIVIDUAL'*
Social workers must not regard their work as a general problem but rather
as an individual one, Dr Clive Fitts, honorary physician at the Royal
Melbourne Hospital said at the conference of the Australian Association
of Social Workers on Saturday. He emphasised the need for a human
approach to the medical problem and the help that must be given to the
patient to help himself...

Other points stressed were:

. Limitation of social work in Australian industry.

. Overlapping of social work with churches and other bodies engaged
in social activities,

. Understanding of mental outlook needed by the social worker.

. Need for a central authority, and the co-operation of everyone in the
community.

. The importance of management approach to people on the job.

... Miss Lyra Taylor, administrative officer, social work and
research division, Commonwealth Department of Social Services,
also spoke. Mr S Greig Smith, secretary of the Citizens' Welfare Service,
presided. Also present were Miss Norma Parker, directress of the
Board of Social Studies at Sydney University; Miss Kate Ogilvie,
directress of almoner training in Sydney; and Miss Isobel Strahan,
president of the Australian Association of Hospital Almoners.

1211949 'To save groups.!, The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954), 20 May, p. 5, viewed 23 September, 2011,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49677030
'*21949 'Roundabout ', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 6 July, p. 9, viewed 19 September, 2011,

http://nla.gov.au/mla.news-article36674812
#1949 'SOCIAL WORKERS URGED TO STUDY THE INDIVIDUAL., The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 29
August, p. 6, viewed 19 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article22774871
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1949 National Conference of AASW'#

More than 200 interstate delegates are expected to attend the second
biennial conference of the Australian Association of Social Workers to be
held in Melbourne from August 26 to 28. Of these 17 will be from South
Australia, the largest group from here that has yet attended a conference
on social work in Australia. One significant feature in connection with
South Australia is the number of agencies who have not only given leave
o L . to staff members to attend the conference, but are also covering their

; expenses, which indicates the importance attached to the opportunity to
§ -»’f-‘ _"_ry" meet and discuss with workers in other States questions of mutual
STy interest.
1949 Why Adoption Babies Are Few'”

“With a State illegitimacy average of 350 annually why are hundreds of
people on the child adoption waiting list? Mainly because a single mother
= in these more tolerant days often marries a man who was not the father of
her offspring and then the pair have legitimacy conferred upon the child
by adopting 1t. In giving this answer yesterday, Child Welfare Dept.
Secretary A. L. Young made the unexpected observation that the present
illegitimacy was practically identical with the peak war period... Reasons
why unmarried women now held on to their children were mainly
economic, Mr. Young said. Higher wages and greater help from

ummoimwenilh and Slate sources Nad Inereas | Neir | '|||| "'\‘_'||_!__';|_-_,_

241949 "National Conference Of A.A.8.W.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 19543, 19 August, p. 11, viewed 21
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/mlanews-article36682067

The SA delegation included the president of the SA branch. Miss E. M. Porsyth (senior social worker. Commonwealth
Social Services in SA). Miss D. P. Pearce (director, social services. Red Cross). Miss B.LeCornu (Repatriation General
Hospital. Miss C. Douglas (chief almoner. RAH), and Miss B. Matters (assistant almoner, RAH), Misses C. J. Bosworth,
E. F. Bennett and SIDJV. {Commonwealth Social Services). Miss P. Sandford (Medical social worker. Commonwealth
Employment Services, Miss N. P. Bates and Mr. C. Harris (Family Welfare Bureau), Miss H. Buckley (TB Association).
Mrs. M. Sugg (Legacy Club). Miss J. MacLennan C of E social welfare office). Misses A. Stanton and Shaw (Children's
Welfare Department), Miss M. Cornish (Children's Hospital almoner), and Miss Hilda Wilson (Immigration Department).
The president of the conference was Mr. S. Greig Smith, secretary or the Citizens' Welfare Services. Victoria. It was opened
by the Minister for Health and Social Services (Senator McKenna). Speakers at a symposium on rehabilitation included Dr.
dive Fitts (honorary physician. Royal-Melbourne Hospital), Dr. George Burniston (acting Co-ordinator of Rehabiljtation.
Commonwealth Department of Post-war Reconstruction), Miss Alison Player (chief almoner Royal Melbourne Hospital
and director of studies for the Australian Association of Hospital Almoners.

'3 1949 "Why Adoption Babies Are Few ., Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - [954), 4 September, p. 3, viewed 19
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article594944153
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NEED SCHOOL FOR
SOCIAL WORKERS

( CEEAYSE AN needs a Sehoot wf Soeinl Stuadies
ter train  social uworkers. aceording o the
manal report of the Queenslond broneh af the

Auatralian Association of Social ¥ orkera, o

Because thers 18 pn 1;,;:11{;‘1"“3‘?3:;’“;”;’( i:’r'lf:ﬂe'dm TRh e
lng rentre in Quernsland —_
girls from thig Siate  who
#1sh 1ey D O ancial
workers huve fo attend thy
wurses al Svdney or Mel-
THAHTTG L MIVersitpes,

Demand for social workers i
hosprtais, cluues, and Orov-
Ernment depariments 5 Rrow-
tng all over &ustruliy the re-
port states

Southern States, becaunse
they irain thelr gwn work-
ers, lake neacly all  thoae
avpiiable. Frew are left fo7
Queensland's needs,

SHUne Lraaisaiion: i
Wurenalund  emploved  wainl
workers for the firs: Lime
¥Your.

fhey aneludde itw Tinmicra-
Uon Depariment, where  Mios
Natalir Dow handles soca! and
pereonad problems for tnorasns,
and [he Labour and Nalional
Service Depariment. wiume wo-
cial worker, Miss Valerie Moreon,
deals with employment prob-
lems. particularly’ amons -
ablod person: and the Bri-bans
Clinie

No "lakers”
—————

Beven other pocdiions flor aose
cial waorkers  advertised this
vear were not {ilied

They were threc for e
Hepatriation iepartment,
two for the Immigration De-
Enrlmem, one for the Sjate

syehiatrie Clnic, and one
tor Townsville General Has-
pital.

The  assoeiation presitoent
‘Miss 3 Harlzhorn swg last
Uphl that a special commitfee
Fik inveslwaling the possabili-
ex gf estabiicliarnie . o coeral,
Mudies  pourse al Queensland
University However, nn  ep-
rammendation had been made
and no funds allotted

Al Melbourne Universiis the
raurse takes three vears and at
Svdniey University fw ErAPe

At Svdpey ithe  course  Ha-
2een established since 194y hye
previously  a  special  boardl
‘reinggd warkers

Milss  Hartshorn  atg that
Gueenslung wirls awho wishied 1o
1o the course at southern Di,-
versilies could obtamn assiianee
‘rom the Quesnsiand Univer s
Commission, Bt (he  1raher
Tedgied wan ibmited.

126

1% 1949 NEED SCHOOL FOR SOCIAL WORKERS.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954), 7 October, p. 5,

viewed 24 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49701585
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The Work that Women Do'?’
It is those who have diplomas in social science who are eligible for
membership of the Australian Association of Social Workers. It is

therefore a professional body, its objects including the prnmu[inn of
professional social work throughout the
Commonwealth; interpretation of the aims and
objects of social work to the public; the co-ordination
of activities in various States; and representation in
matters pertaining to the Commonwealth in the

| international sphere.

SOCIAL
CASE
HISTORY

Investigating Sterilisation?®

The old controversy broke into the open again recently when the ageing
Bishop of Birmingham, longtime advocate of sterilisation, told a
Birmingham audience "six to 10 per cent" of Britain's 50,000,000

people are "mentally below par" and should lose their right to have
children. The Church of England has been studying the problem for
nearly a year. A report by a picked committee on sterilisation — one of
the thorniest questions facing the established church — is being drafted.
It will be handed up to high church authorities in January, a committee
spokesman said. The committee of eight, picked by the church's
powerful Moral Welfare Council, includes clergymen, doctors, married
women, a social welfare worker, and a moral theologian. Whether its
report will embody recornmendations for church action or merely state
its findings is still a closely-kept secret.

Another secret 1s the names of the committee men. The committee's
spokesman said: "We have been investigating the problem from the
Christian point of view and the question is solely whether sterilisation of
the unfit is legitimate in the eyes of the church."

The spokesman said the committeemen considerad case histories put

betore them by al workers and others for and against sterilisation. The
committes was set up after social workers and doctors. who felt
sterilisations should be carried out y several cases. ashed the morality
couneil lor an opinien. Amaong the ca o we ' ane men
from lamilies in which insanity was It ¥ orecurring and women

habitually bearing illegitimate children.

1271949 'The WORK that WOMEN DO.', The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), 13 October, p. 15, viewed 20
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26666447

281950 INVESTIGATING STERILISATION., Morning Bulletin {Rockhampton, Q1d. : 1878 - 1954), 2 Yanuary, p. 5,
viewed 20 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article56928789
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complement of the wellfare State.!

Ilegitimacy figures have bounded upward since 1931 in England and
Wales. The 4.41 per cent figure for 1931 rose to 6.4 in 1943, t0 7.3 in
1944, to 9.4 in 1945.. . In the early thirties a storm over sterilisation —
led by Dr Barnes and dramatised by the unnamed surgeon's "illegal act "
— culminated in a Government report. This suggested that voluntary
sterilisation be legalised for mental defectives and "carriers” who might
transmit grave disabilities to their children. No action was taken.

In 1937 the Health Minister (Sir K. Wood) said : "There's no question

that opinion in this country is growing in favour of sterilisation, but we
cannot disguise from ourselves the fact that opposition remains and that
there is still much conflict on opinion, particularly on religious grounds.”

The Roman Catholic Church, through Cardinal Griffin, Archbishop of
Westminister, has come out flatly against sterilisation. In 1933 the Holy
See protested to German authorities against sterilisation in the Third
Reich. Said " L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO," official Vatican organ:

1950 Baby Queue'”’

Most commodities are plentiful enough, these days
= . to eliminate any need to queue up for them. Supply
' is catching up to demand with one big, or, rather,
little exception. Babies. Adopted ones. Lucky
applicants for this perishable form of goods must
wait at least six months. Others have to wait tip to
18 months to two years. Each year a thousand or
more babies are adopted in this State. Last year it
was nearly 1200...The babe to be adopted must be
free from abnormalities and in a good state of
health.

I

129 1950 '[7]., Cairns Post (Qld. : 1909 - 1954), 13 January, p. 8, viewed 20 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article42653639
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1950

Young Mother "Too Excited To Speak""’

A 1 3=vear-old mother left hospiral vesterdeay with her

four-dav-old baby daughrer. The mother, who married

hier 20 vear-old husband a year ago. said she was "fust

"

too excited o say anvihing.

1950

rat‘;lABIIIA(-’E
HABITS

TWICE
WED
AT 17

CANBERRA, Saturday.
—In Australia last year
shout 12 girls married at
the age of 14, an analysis
asued by the Common-
wealth Statistics Bureau

shows.

The most popular marryng
s for men was 23 and for
women 21.

In the vear only 18 boys
married 2t under 17 $ears of
(173
One of the l4-vear-old
prides marned 3 man of 33,

The oldest bridegroom, who
was 88, married a woman of

o

bne girf. who had been

divorced, matried again when
s was 17, and one widow
married again at the same age. 131

#1950 "Young Mother "Too Excited To Speak".', The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), | February, p. 4, viewed 23

September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26680583
B11950 MARRIAGE HABITS TWICE WED AT 17.', The Sunday Herald (Sydney, NSW : 1949 - 1953), 12 March, p. 3.

viewed 3 January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article18476335
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1950

IMPORTANCE OF CAUSES IN SOCIAL DISTRESS'?

What really mattered in social work was to get at the underlving
cause of a person's difficulty, Miss Lyra Taylor told a meeting of the
Tasmanian branch of the Australian Associgtion of Social Workers
in Hobart last night. Miss Taylor is officer in charge of the Social
Work and Research Division of the Commonwealth Department of
Social Services. A New Zealander, she did many years of social work
in England and Canada. She said one of the greatest developments in
social work had been specialised training for social workers. "However, |
do not believe that everybody engaged in social work in the community
should be highly trained," Miss Taylor said. "The function of voluntary
social workers is to pioneer all kinds of social effort, and to see that the
Government does its duty. "People who have not been specially trained in
modern schools of social work have made, and will continue to make, a
tremendous contribution to the good of the community. We must never
lose sight of that. "Nearly every new piece of social improvement has
been conceived by some person who has not had any training in social
work."

1950

Answers to readers’ questions: Do you believe in the science of
eugenics?'’

“The most hopeful way is to give unborn babies, not a better
biological inheritance - which is a slow and doubtful project
but a better social inheritance, which can be as rapid as we
have the will to make it. The eugenist wants all babies to be
born of fitter parents: | suggest that a more hopelul plan is (o
see that all babies are born into a hitter world, More hopeful,
and more practicable. What nobody knows as yet is how much
of a person's character depends on heredity and how much on
environment.”

Reception For British Social Workers'**

Leading women social workers were among the guests received by the
Minister for Social Services, Senator Spooner, and Mrs. Spooner, at a
reception at the Wentworth Hotel last night in honour of the general
sccretary of the National Council of Social Services of England, Mr.
George E. Haynes.

BN TNt B e s jdenl ol e Australim Association 01 Social
L . Miss Kate Ogilvie, Miss Ruby Board, and
Miss Helen Halse Rogers. Mr. Haynes is touring Australia and New
Zealand under the direction of the British Council.

Commonwealth snid soluntars State social services swere alsa among the

P,

21950 TMPORTANCE OF CAUSES IN SOCIAL DISTRESS.", The Mercury (Hobart, Tas. : 1860 - 1954), 23 March, p.
6, viewed 19 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26691427

1331950 'Answers To Readers' Questions.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 8 April, p. 18, viewed 20
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4 7840407

'**1950 '‘Reception For British Social Worker.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 9 May, p. 11, viewed
22 September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article18170657
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1950

=

?/I/an fec[-—-n_/d /_?CL éy

HEY are vers sirtillal, the (ullvrs
which arvive from time to time, ".'_\I_\
husband and 1 have been parried

for six yeurs, We hoth love children

ainl hoped to have some of our swn, hut as
it doex not seem likely we will have any,
could you please te]l us how tn set about
adopting one.”

The procedune of mleptie 0 epraih | Ineutbinids of the ap-
Paby sy comparatively simple piicidions speciny w el Qf
saller: the dithierdey s 1 find- 1his number, 150 hase been ap-
mg ome teo adepl. la Wesleen prmved amd the remuunder rep-
Vustralin diirsg the Lt A resen] :nm\ll_u:a(u_-ny i whieh
il scar. 1KY addoptinne were HUIFY will be made Mehire
S il ALl S they are loanddenicd 1o the wp
Hrantied, an '.n'\uncc‘ b Moo praed i,
the previons sear's figuies, B These inguitics aav o fghing

ol s s hig b the Ol wmter,  Wien a conple make
Welfare Depaniment adone kas application b ashopt, o visg i
ne ks than S conples on ils pand 1y their home nr see that
I wanlimg, for a biny helpless surconndings aml  environmynt
scrap of himanity on which $0 are soilable for the upbringing
Lvish their vure wnd ke, Incs of o child, Al aspecls of (he
Loasnadl 1 Laiccl Y ) L - ikl £

So you’ve decided to adopt a baby'*

A probationary period of at least six months is the rule, during which time
the progress and development of the child are carefully checked. If at the
end of that time the new parents are not satisfied that a suitable child has
been allotted to them, they may return it before the adoption is made

legal.”

Social Worker's Mission'’

Miss Ethel Cannon, senior social worker of the Department of Social
Services, has left by air for Melbourne. She is president of the Australizn
Association of Social Workers (Western Australian branch) and will
attend a meeting of the national council of that body in Sydney next
Saturday.

1321950 "Wanted—A Baby.', Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), 25 May, p. 31, viewed 20 September, 2011,

http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article39103357
%1950 'Your home is childless— SO YOU'VE DECIDED TO ADOPT A BABY!.", The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 -

1956), 20 June, p. 8, viewed 20 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article22836870
71950 'Social Worker's Mission.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 20 June, p. 10, viewed 19 September,

2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4 7869767
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1950 TOO MANY “PARENTS’
— .— |[The babies will not
~~ |- £o around

By
Ron Stephens || Yot allare
V - adoﬂted

NE market short- THE flgures show that in

age that shows no 1948 tthe last yaar for

. ¥ . . n which figures are avaii-
sign of easing in Vie- i 1.533 batics were born oUL
toria with the advane. o wedlock, but eniy 1145 neve
. f adepled.  Addinonalls as< the
tng _ye’."' is the short- | “atit will hasten 10 pont o,
age in the haby markel. | adoptions sre nol condined 1a

babies bore in lthar cenr, Bnd
Foundlifng and babies’ | «smc  balnes adopied are oot
hames and the Children's  illegiumarte.
Welfare Depariment are How come the shoriage?

— e [UR | The secreiary of the Clid.
unanimous ‘hat the pum- drews Weltare Department o« Mi
beryof chidiess couplts Tierd” SR
wanling to adopt children |~ 8 0 wanl 1o haur
is increasing and farther (heir children adopied. Thry

outstripping the available preier 05 keep thew lhem-
supply. relves 10 s gty Fey

young women today eould finag
. 11 hard 1o g¢! employment wetll
In Melbourne. nt__lea,st: rooagh paid b oRAiE 1hem 1
.. the oullook forra’plf\}alc_‘al}_\- ruglain & child if (hey teally
and menially nonmat baby, | #anted i

\ Zome Labies Takinr s by e

. . bov or glrl, is very hright Siutieny ek phvejeally o
= 1. : intleed. menlaldy afcled and dnsay~
€ . st of them pave excelleny | #biv for adoptian These i o
' " prospects of AOpton 1nla rom- tenresenl A taige praperiton, by
- L] Intrable, happy hames, whrre
- I‘\-.. 3 nagae of the sweetmests of Lie

4

& &re Alsent and the biessipgs of

& ROrMAl pETERLA] environment

* are assured.

! One cannt heip refllecting

| | sadly that thousspds of babees

.-:":.1. 2 =" ere boro  rarh  yeat Inta

poverty - Atricken biome: which

csn offer them little more than
e leghimaie name.

This shoriage of babiey for
gooption 1x not 1efiected i nff-
ria} alailsiics. but then Agurea
tan be very decepinne, 138

131950 '"TOO MANY PARENTS" The babies will not go around.’, The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 26 June, p.
2, viewed 25 September, 201 1, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article22838162
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(‘OUPLEB who altend
* the Women's Hoapi-
tal Aare given regular ad-
vice mver & period of two
years Af they have no chil-
dren in (hat time thev are
advised o adnpr a rchild,

In & number of cases,
wnmen WwWhn dAespairing  of
having children af (Neir pan
have adopird chikdren, have
given birth withan s years

One woman whn afdpied
itnn bovs geve birih o iwmo
bovs several years jater,

1951

Melbourne has (wo —
al the Women's Hospital
and the Queen Victoria
Memorial Hospital.

Although it (s not a
new idea. concern over
our falling birth rate In
1845 sel midwifery ex-
perts organising these
cilnics to assist childless
. couples to parenthood.

The Women'n Hoapital
clinic alone treatsa mote than
300 couples & vear. and re-
corcdds 80 babiea a yvear whe
but for their efforts, wuould
probably not heve been born.

w

DR. A. R. LONG, super-

139

Would you like to own this baby?

Welfare worker’s task:

HERE'S HOPE FOR
THE CHILDLESS

By DON GREENLEES

l ANTI-STERILIT’Y clinics now operating in many

lorge women’s hospitais are halping to
increass our nationsl birth rate,

These little publicised clinics hove alrecdy

odded thousands to Australia’s population since
the war.

fault can be corrected by
painleas meathos

Ahout 3N nf women treated
auffer {rom » minor disability
ahirh ran usuaily be reme-
died by rarhon dioxide gas
under prewyre

In nther cares it 18 neres-

v 1o prote  marital his-
tories
Docinrs  say  that often

where there seema to be no
reasnd] {or-chilldiepaness som#
change in moae of living will
bring children

In & number of cuses
wnmen who, despairing of
having children of their own
have adopied children, have
given birth within s year

One woman who adopled
twn bovs gave birih 1o two
boys several years later,

0 144

- To act on behalf of infertile/childless married couples;
- to place a baby with sound hereditary background.

Article also relates:

- that the mother permitied to hold her baby will decide to keep it;
- that Australian hospitals have a system whereby a mother signs

B

%1951 "HERE'S HOPE FOR THE CHILDLESS.', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 7 June, p. 2, viewed 3
January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23059665
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the surrender papers before the birth of the child and is not

allowed to sec the child;
- 1t is believed that it is better that the mother sign away the child

before she has a chance to
change her mind;

- babies are kept in a home for
twelve months if they are not
medically cleared for adoption;

- racial background must be
matched to avoid it becoming
public

- knowledge that the child is
adopted, which would cause the child suffering.

Miss Isobel Strahan (president of the Australian
Association of Hospital Almoners) recommends that their
be a probationary period not less than six months within
which a child may be returned if not suitable to a couple.
She says, “You can’t guarantee that the child will be 100

| per cent perfect...environment is the main thing.”

Adoptions 'Forced By Housing’'*'

Some voung married couples were being forced by the housing
shortage to offer their first child for adoption, a Victorian delegate,
Miss T. Wardell told the hiennial conference of the Australian
Association of Social Workers in Adelaide vesterday. The conference,
which is being held for the first time in Adelaide, is atiended by about 100
delegates from all States. Miss Wardell said she knew of two or three
cases of young married people who intended to have a family, but
found their first child an embarrassment when they sought
accommodation. 'It is strange to find such willingness to surrender a
child, but the pressure of housing is responsible, she added.'

Foster Parents

The chairman of the SA Children's Welfare and Public Relief Board
(Mr. F. J. McNally) who was chairman of the session said that it was
unfortunate that the parents were not told they could place their
children in the care of foster parents until their housing difficulties

WEre over.

Miss Hazel Smith of the NSW Child Welfare Department, in an address
to the conference, outlined these main defects in child welfare work in
Australia:— Lack of uniformity in the States, with each State deficient in
some respect. Lack in Australia of any provision for the care of mentally
defective children. Lack of knowledge of epileptic children, and the need
for their early discovery and treatment. The need for more trained child

149 1951 'Last year the Victorion courts sanctioned the adoption of 1,042 babies... WOULD YQU LIKE TO OWN THIS
BABY?., The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 20 July, p. 1 Supplement: The Argus Magazine, viewed 20

September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23061983

11951 "Adoptions "Forced By Housing™.", The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1934), 27 August, p. 3, viewed 21

September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article45724592
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welfare workers with a professional approach. The lack of foster homes.
The conference study group suggested that a council should be formed on
Commonwealth level to undertake research into existing child welfare
facilities and the need for improvement. The conference, which will
continue until tomorrow, will hold sessions today on medical and
sychiatric social work.
Trained Social Workers Will 'Pay Dividends''™
The appointment 1o the

ol  —
\ e J were  "lremendously

(< . impuortant developments which would pay handsome dividends soon,’
the Dircetor-Generzal of Social Services (Mre. F. L. Rowe) told the
annual meeting of the SA branch of the Australian Association of
Social Workers last night. Stressing the need for close co-operation
between Governments and voluntary organisations. Mr, Rowe saud

that he was continually amazed at the quantity of good social service
wark heing done by those organisations. which were able to 'round
oft the very rough edges of an official procedure.” It was not true, he
said, that becawse Governments were providing income sceurity,
there was nothing left for voluntary organisations to do, Officers
elected: — President, Miss . M. Forsyth: vice-presidents. Misses H.
Buckley and N. Bates: secretary. Miss S, Jefieris.

Trained Workers In Social Agencies'*

The SA branch of the Australian Association of Social Workers has been
mnvited to act as the host branch for the third national conference of the
AASW to be held in Adelaide in August 1951. This was announced at the
annual meeting of the branch last week. The steady growth of the
appreciation of the importance of the trained worker in the general field of
social service is indicated in the number of social agencies in Adelaide, in
which trained social workers are employed at the present time. These
include the Family Welfare Bureau (3) SA division, Australian Red Cross
Society (3) Kindergarten Union of SA (1) SA Tuberculosis Association
(1) Crippled Children's Association (2) Church of England Social Welfare
Office (2) Local Board of Health (1) Catholic Social Service Bureau (1)
Education Department (1) Parkside Mental Hospital (1) Royal Adelaide
Hospital, almoner department (2) RAH radiotherapy clinic (I) RAH chest
clinic (1) Children's Hospital (2) Repatriation General Hospital (2)
Commonwealth Department of Immigration (4) Commonwealth
Department of Social Services (3) Children's Welfare Department (4)
Housing Trust of SA (1) YWCA (1) Church of Christ Social Welfare Dept

(D

1421950 ‘Trained Social Workers Will "Pay Dividends"’, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954}, 20 September, p.

12, viewed 24 Septemnber, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article45677411
1431950 'Trained Workers In Social Agencies.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA 1 1931 - 1954), 27 September, p. 13, viewed

24 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article45670969
82



Yea“r's \Vcrk

Reviewed

Vil @rities i ird # WWoogt
&Ern N aisl il L e ol ”I‘
Nisfratian 4wy f it M Sewial
Wi kom Lok jrin ) ittt
w hieny 1 o rdent 1 %is - i h
Canmong resewed the pasl year's

TR IR LT The wooup had  aken

B o bive peEtt oo o sre GINAITIE onpr e

tuniies I The dmcussamn ol
topieal  wogial questons.  an
these mweeiones had been well al
lended by the pubhic. the pres

|_I1."l| sl [I'”* v'l”'”‘i' 1y subecoim
muttee had dsranged for a4 num
bet o speakers o g Gl resses
ated  these s loded A L
Huyoes, segretary of the National
Counctl ol S0l Serviges ol
Cyreat Wegany s spoke on Hhe
necessily  for  tolurtiy  wigan
sahions o heip ty sewaal wellare
Miss Lyra Tostio, Toom the €
monwesith Pepariment ol Sescial
SO vives apMIne bl e [rrehcinl
siate o sodial wond  Atislra
ha and the posatabiiowes of futire
development

144

1950 They're the nicest lot of kids you'd find'*

"BETTY," a three-months-old baby with clear blue eyes and a deep-
throated chuckle, was rejected by her mother at birth because she had a
hare-lip. Yesterday she was one of the 210 babies and toddlers who
played, romped, laughed and grew fat at St. Joseph's Foundling Home,
Broad- meadows. Yesterday the babies ate £80 worth of butter, eggs,
bread, and milk, which is a rate that is far beyond the home's present
means. It cannot carry on. Last year the home had a deficit of £16,000,
and so far this year there is a bank debit of £7,000.

Fhe Government grant of £1.300 Fast vear was "eaten up” in six weeks.

PICTURES upper left:
Baby Michael, 18 months,
may really have the ball
at his feet if the home
remains open. Right:
Jacinta, dark-haired,

O posilion s desperate. the sister-in charee said

Nol all the children can be adopted. because some are mentally delicient o
R e Ve T

phivsically defective. Some others have oirl mothers who are single BENE

home is run by the Sisters of St. Joseph, and it does not want to close," a

141950 "Year's Work Reviewed.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 12 October, p. 14, viewed 24 September,

2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4d 7891614
1% 1950 "They're the nicest lot of kids you'd find...".", The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 28 November, p. 3,

viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23021143
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blue-eyed, and 11 months
old, does not know of the
home's desperate need.

FORGOTTEN
AUSTRALIANS
Include those who
identify as infants
rejected by the Australian
adoption industry
and left to languish
in institutions

sister said . . . "Just look at those young babies!" And on the second floor
of the main hospital building, with sunlight streaming through the big bay
windows, and each in his or her little pink bassinet, were the nicest lot of
little kids you'd see in a day's march — anywhere. Last night, Mr.
MecDonald, Premier, said his Government would consider giving financial
aid to St. Joseph's Babies' Home. He would ask for a report from the

| Children's Welfare Dept.

1951

State Children’s Department director reports

146

- four hundred QLD couples waiting to adopt;

- 900 applications received since July last year;

- adoption increasing because becoming known;

- rare for a child past six months to be adopted;

- Child welfare expert Lady Cilento claims that baby should be adopted
preferably as soon as it leaves the hospital.

Social Work Conference In Adelaide'"’

I e third biennial comlerence of the Ausiraliun Assocition ol Social
LR TR E ST S Most of the sessions will be held at the
Untversity, with an open session on the evening of August 27, at which
Mr. Paul McGuire will be the speaker. Special stimulus will be given to
discussions by the fact that a number of the speakers have returned
recently from abroad where they had opportunity of studying
developments in social work. Mrs. A. G. Wheaton, lecturer in charge of
the Board of Studies in Social Science, University of Adelaide, who
attended a number of international and national conferences in Europe last
year, will be the speaker at the opening session on the evening of August
24, and the speaker at the closing session on August 28, will be Miss
Katherine Ogilvie, director of training, NSW Institute of Hospital
Almoners, who has also been abroad recently. BTSSR ST
lirine the conference include "Tamily Case Work," 1o be introduced by

- u Americin, whao is sipervisor of the wellme

i Red Cross i Sydney: "Child Wellee." introduced
I Mliss Frzel Smithoof the Chold Weltare Deparmen. NSW = Nedlcal
TR RS B on which Miss Helen James, medical social
worker, SA, and Miss Margaret Grutzner, psychiatric social worker,
Repatriation Department, Sydney, will speak; SRS HETTETTERT

$1951 '480 Wait for "gift" babies.’, The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. ; 1933 - 1954), 8 Jupe, p. 5. viewed 20 September,

2011, http//nla.gov.au/nla.news-article50113280
71951 'Social Work Conference In Adelaide.’, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 3 August, p. 11, viewed 24

September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled 5722362
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| | It | introduced by Dr. Dora Peyser, PhD.,
NbW and 'Group Work,' mtroduced by Mr. A. Livingstone, lecturer in
group work, University of Melbourne. The conference committee in,
Adelaide includes the convener. Miss A. Mitchell, the president of the SA
branch of the association (Miss M. Forsyth) ; and Mrs. C. Boehm,
conference secretary.

U.N. FELLOWSHIP MISS MADGE FORSYTH"®

has been informed th:
ip to study case work methods in the US for si
year from January to June. The fellowship is awarded Irom the Socia

vasvarded a1 lnited Natiohs

Wellare training Section, Technical Assistance Administration, UN
quarters. New York, Miss Forsvth is president of the SA branch ol

the Australian Social Workers' Association which will hold a conference in

Adelaide at the end of this month.

1951

Developments in Social Services'

The SA Council of Social Services has arranged a meeting. ..at which Miss
Kathleen Ogilvie, director of training, Almoners' Institute, NSW, and chief
almoner at the Royal Sydney Hospital, will give an address on
developments in social services abroad...Miss Ogilvie is coming to
Adelaide to attend the conference of the Australian Association of
Social Workers,”

—

‘iu'llm H...r.'hlr:l i
||“‘N_—FFI.|L n

&l :5_'_1*9,__

Busy Program For Social Workers'’

Delegates, who are coming from every State, to the third national
conference of the Australian Association of Social Workers, have a
busy programme ahead of them. Even the weekend is being filled with
working sessions. The rational president of the AASW, Miss Norma
Parker, who is director of the Board of Social Studies, Sydney University,
will preside at the opening session tomorrow night in the Lady Symon
Hall, Union Building, Adelaide University, at which Mrs. A. O. Wheaton
lecturer in-charge, Board of Studies in Social Science, Adelaide University,
will speak on the theme of the conference, 'Social Work at Home and
Abroad’ ... Family case work, child welfare, medical and psychiatric
social work, group work, and the contribution of social work to
community organisation will be subjects for plenary sessions.

% 1951 ' N. FELLOWSHIP.", The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 15 August, p. 7, viewed 24 September, 2011,

http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article45721150
4?1951 "Developments In Social Services.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 18 August, p. 7, viewed 19

September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article45726394
1501951 'Busy Program For Social Workers.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 23 August, p. 7, viewed 21

September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled 5719167
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Aiming At National Standards'!

The Formation of an Australian Council of Social Service; which will hold
i first meeting in Adelaide next Wednesday marks an important
development in the attitude towards social service in Australia.
Headquarters of the Australian Council is in Melbourne, with the
Vice Chancellor of Melbourne University (Professor G. W. Paton) as
president.

Adelaide was chosen as the place for this first meeting because of the
presence here of a number of the leading social workers in the different
States who are attending the conference of the Australian Association of
Social Workers. Professor Paton will preside. There have been for some
time Councils of Social Service in New South Wales, Victoria, Socuth
Australia and Queensland, each working as an independent unit, and each
with its own journal providing a medium for presenting information about
various fields of social service and dealing with social problems. The
establishment of a Federal body, linking the State councils, will, it is
hoped, strengthen the whole scope and standard of social work in
Australia by putting it on a national level.

It will be possible, also, to make a unified approach to Governments
and voluntary organisations in relation to social service, generally
bringing Australia into line with non-governmental organisations
in other countries. On the international level it will strengthen relations
with social welfare bodies in other countries, and also Australian
representation at international conferences such as the International
Conference of Social Work and others concerned with worldwide
sociological research and activities.

'*1'1951 Aiming National Standards.’, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 24 August, p. 11, viewed 19
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4 5730377

86



Homes fof all
babies here

ARENTS in Victorie need not offer

children for adoption because of the
hou;ing' shm!g,

Mr. E. J. Pittard, sec-
retary of the Child Wel-
fare Department, said
last night that a number
n{ private institutionsi
in {he State would take,
in voung children. 1

Young foupkes, he  gad,
volila plare their chiidren In
these atitutions until thewr
hAousIng difficultien wers
solverd

There was, however, nn

Gnvernment  institution (o
provide a home for these
children, aaid Mr Pittard

He had heard of no rase
af a ynung rouple aeeking
' hmse thelr child adopted
hecaiure 0l the hrasing shnrt -
ARr

In Adelaide nn Sunday
Miss T. Wardril, Victorian
flelegate 1o the Aystralian
Assoriatinn of Bnocial Work-
era, sald thar some yvoung
royples  were nffering  chil-
dren fnr adoption.

This was necessary, she
sail. Dbecauss the parents
eayld o fingd Aronmmndn-
tion. 152

| Social Worker On Adoption Cases'’

Although some parents had at first offered their children for adoption
because of housing difficulties, no actual cases of children being lost to
their parents were known to social workers in Victoria, Melbourne social
Worker Miss T. Wardell said yesterday. At the biennial conference of the
Australian Association of Social Workers in Adelaide on Sunday Miss
Warden brought forward the plight of young parents in trying to keep
their young children and to obtain housing. 'It is the Job of the social
workers to try to help peopie in such cases,’ said Miss Wardell. 'In all the
cases | mentioned at the conference, through the efforts of social workers,
the parents were able to keep their children.

'*21951 'Homes for all babies here.’, The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 28 August, p. 3, viewed 24 September,
2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23064533

"33 1951 'Social Worker On Adoption Cases.", The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 28 August, p. 10, viewed 19
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article45730142
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Australian Council Of Social Service'*

Delegates of councils of Social Service in New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia and Queensland and a number of delegates to the recent
conference of the Australian Association of Social Workers who were
present as observers, attended the conference yesterday of the newly -
formed Australian Council of Social Service, of which Professor G. W.
Paton (Vice-Chancellor of Melbourne University) s president. This was
the first interstate conference held since the Australian Council was
formed early this year, and discussion was concerned mainly with its
future objectives. ..

One of the principal matters discussed was the formation of a
national committee to affiliate with the International Conference of
Social Worlk, which will hold its triennial conference in Madras in 1953.
It was suggested that such a national commititee should be as widely
representative as possible, consisting of representatives of both statutory
and voluntary organisations and voluntary as well as professional
workers. A sub-committee was appointed to advise the Australian
Council on the convening of such a committee. It includes the president
and secretary of the Australian Council, Miss K. Ogilvie. a vice-
president of the NSW Council and director of training, NSW
Institute of Almoners, Professor G. L. Wood, University of
Melhourne, Mr. A. Livingstone, acting director of the Board of
Social Studies at Melbourne University, and Dr. Stoller, senior
psychiatrist in the Repatriation Division of the Commonwealth
Department of Social Services,

Other subjects denlt with were the relationship of the Australian
Council with the Commonwealth Department of Social Services
and with their national and international bodies.

United Nations social welfare fellowships in relation to assistance to
fellows deing research in Australia and to the need for Australian
socinl workers to do research in other countries, particularly in
fields in which expert knowledge is lacking in
Australia. The conference also discussed the possib
of establishing an Australian Social Service Journal.

St Joseph’s Babies’ Home in Broadmeadows, Victoria

B = ﬁ"- S - will shut if unaided by funds;
‘o ‘\K - Federal and State governments failing to “give adequate support” to
\ volunteer organizations;
- Mentally or physically deficient children are unadoptable.

'** 1951 'Australian Council Of Social Service.’, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 30 August, p. 7, viewed 24
September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article45716810
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Article:

YOU'D LIKE TO
ADOPT A BABY?
“If you want a child
and can't have one go
East down Hay Street
until you come to the
old Tramways
buildings. Then turn off
into a narrow alleyway
past a sign which says
LOST PROPERTY
until you come to the
door of a small office...
If you are approved
your name will be
added to the already
long waiting list for
children from the
following sources:
. Neglected Children.

Children of

medically fi
unmarried mothers,
. Abandoned children.
. Orphans and others

under the care of the
Welfare Dept.”
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Adoption eugenics
incorporates the practice of
discouraging the adoption
of unhealthy children, as
implied above, and placing
the healthy ones into

socially fitter families.
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Expand social service'®

Australia needed to develop more social services, such as individual
case services, one of the Commonwealth leading social workers said
yesterday. She said Australia was not becoming a social State, nor
was it running the risk of chronic dependency because of its social
services. She is Miss Kathleen Crisp, assistant administrative
officer of the Commonwealth Social Services Department social
work and research division.

Miss Crisp is...recently returned from a nine
months tour of the United States and Canada on
a United Nations Welfare Fellowship. 'Unless
you have some feeling of security, how can you
expect people to battle through unemployment and
other vicissitudes of life?' she asked. 'l think that our
present social service provisions are good. I believe
in them. But we do need to develop more services,
such as individual case services. ..

Misy Crisp In America they say that individualised case work is
necessary to prevent chronic dependency. I do not

think we run that risk here. We have broad benefits available to all.
Everyone does not need financial assistance. Some may need support in a
social emergency. A person out of work, for instance, may find it difficult
to accept financial relief and still feel he is retaining his self-respect. Case
work services can help him overcome this." Miss Crisp, a friendly
Victorian joined the Commonwealth Service in 1945 and became assistant
administrator in 1948. '"There is a great shortage of social workers,'
she said. "The Australian Association of Social Workers has a
membership of between 500 and 609...'

Seek social study help'>’
’--.:“lL"L'"H'LII]L_]___l iversity Sedate bas asked the Gosernment to proyicde

Funds fora social services course: TTe Viceschipeellor EMr. 1T Story )
siid !":-"'{L‘Td-'i‘-__‘w}h- dedision was made at the Semate's last meetimy,
Eapablishiment ol such a course lad been considersl sinee [958 GV
start Mr. Story added that the course already had been (ormulated, and
could be started as soon as funds were obtained. [EjS S
W R R AT State branch president (Miss A. K. Blackall) said in
The Courier-Mail yesterday that her association was in complete

| agreement with the Courier - Mail editorial, 'Causes of Crime,’ on

Tuesday. This had emphasised the urgent need for a course in social work
at the University.

COUNTRY EDITION, Section: Sporting Section, viewed 25 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59544301
' 1952 "Expand social service".', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954}, 2 July, p. 3, viewed 22 September,
2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article30531543
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Help Unmarried

Need for more social workers'’

A National Council of Social Service was needed in Australia. Miss Helen
James said in Brisbane last night. A South Australian, Miss James
represented the Australian Association of Social Workers (of which
she s vice-president) and the Australian Red Cross Society at the Sixth
International Conference of Social Work at Madras in December. Miss
James said that Councils of Secial Service were needed in all
States— at present they existed in Victoria, New South Wales, and
South Australiz— and that they should be fully representative of all
voluntary and statutory organisations. In addition, there should be
private members from all professions and every walk of life.
Juvenile delinquency, child welfare, maternal welfare, hospitals,
and community organisations were all fertile fields for the social
worker, Miss James said, Miss James is 2 medical social worker,
and is a lecturer at the Adelaide University. She is in Brisbane to
report on the Madras Conference, which was attended by 900 Indian
delegates and 300 representatives from 31 different countries.

% 19572 'Help Unmarried Mothers.', Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton, Qld. : 1878 - 1954), [} November, p. 1, viewed 24
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article57305638
'*¥1953 Need for more social workers.', The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954), 13 February, p. 8, viewed 24

September, 2011, http://nla.gov.aunla.news-article50565536
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SHOULD UNWED MOTHER GIVE UP HER CHILD?'®

"The most able, competent and better-adjusted unmarried
mothers are the ones who give up their babies for adoption,"
said an American social worker, Miss Margaret Thornhill, yesterday,
when she was guest speaker at the Feminist Club. Miss Thornhill is in
Australia on a Fulbright scholarship studying the "unwed mother and her
child."

"The unmarried mother," she said, "needs more help than medical
care and accommodation. She needs a skilled case-worker who can
help her to examine her own situstion and decide not only what is
best for her child but, just as important, best for her. "This help
should begin as soon as the girl becomes known to a social agency-it
should not wait for the arrival of the baby, nor should it end there.”
Adoption of illegitimate children, she said, had not only become
acceptable, but very popular. There were now many more would-be
parents than unmarried mothers. Although the outlook on illegitimacy
was changing, the child who had no legal father had still "a hard row to
hoe."

OPROTECTING
CHILDREN
IN
ADOPIIAN

o

Proud Mother Aged 12'%

A 12-year-old mother proudly displayed her three-day-
old daughter today. The girl-mother, Mrs. Mary
Tristan, who married an airman in June, 1952, gave
birth to a 61b. lloz baby on Thursday.

101953 'SHOULD UNWED MOTHER GIVE UP HER CHILD?.", The Sydney Morming Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 15
July, p. 9, viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 8388329

" Protecting children in adoption. Report of a conference held in Washington, June 27 and 28, 1955.

[Compiled by Margaret A. Thornhill]

<http://openlibrary.org/books/QL29510M/Protecting_children in adoption.>
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in Australia.

he Problem Of The
| Unmarrled Mothers

A STAFF CORRESPONDENT
EVERY YEAR, about 7,000 illegitimate babies are horp

out of every 25 of the total births, and it is a problem 1hat
has worried soriologists for vears. Latest official figures—{orp
1950—show that 7,324 births oul of 190,591 were illegitimaie,

and thix was the lowest proport ion for Dine years.

!\ AMY of the children
L born out of sscdsm.H
e sdopied by people whine:
married happiness facks only]
bahies of ther vwn.  Thea
origin. mere often thun net
v suvcesstully  vetded and
they tuke ther ploces i vw
sacial order

But wuwhat of their
muothers?®  Whal sort of
girts nre theyr Whoat oy
the hackground lo th:

episode tor thetr lres anad
]

how do they face up 103
in a ot snmnnity that st

ynhapply —i5 nchned
fo he cruel?
Those are guestions which

the Agstealius Ascotiatien ol
Sowisdl Workeis— af ofganise
fin H-Pn»\ members anclinke
bowpital almoners and praned

welfare workers—has gust el

G 1o amswer an Dew Seuth

Wales.
They want, shove all. o
help vne of souslys Mol

tragie fgures—the unmarries!
m(f'hx,f

They have heen studving the
proshiem for years, hut a fort
night  Ligo they  began 1he
walemate onflection of anfor
matson which they hupe will
e migaiticant. ‘

1§ hey van find out whit
wort of hppiey the guls Lome
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| EHLY
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iem.

Some Come From |

Far Away

Mairen Smith. of the Beth.
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amperdosn, Svdney —ong of
the wute runge of eusting |
sttt s—has received mass

wch gsis o hes care. The
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Henote Work Sowwtv, and o
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acioss e stree?, which s run
by the same simicly the
Beihesdw Home., and where
the gird herself sil] heoobe a
pelicnl when her buby 1 duye.

She s pand 1he award tale
for hee workh —ubout L8 &
wech: amd ere are a few
simple rueles aboul howrs, The
Arst hwness and  selfcon

ux
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1953 Value of Association of Social Workers'®*
'\ eI On March 30 at 8 p.m the annual meeting of the SA branch of the
e -.J'w_--__:*:._.-': #=2lb) Australian Association of Secial Workers will be held In the YWCA
_\% v :;— | a—‘"’-'i.' board room. The speaker will be Miss E. M. Forsyth, senior social
]"'5;3#1- *'hvf::‘f_-.-'_:‘_‘}l worker. Commonwealth Department of Social Services, who studied
ﬂlzf:—.—‘f‘__:ﬂt?qlt-.é social work in the US last year on a United Nations Fellowship, and is a
;:#” bl | former president of the branch. The annual report of the SA branch
|'F-T‘J', -i;;‘;?e_: . contains 11:}terest1ng ev1de.nc.e of the ‘val}m of the opp-ortumj[y a_lfforded by
I bl membership of the association in bringing the combined thinking and
o - _:',,"_f,l experience of professional experts to bear on the complexity of modern
social problems. During the year several sub-committees, established by
the executive, have given valuable assistance to voluntary organisations
concerned with specific activities.

1953

Article
typifying
hypocrisy
and hate
speech
against
unmarried

mothers

farticle
continued over
page)

Sometimes
we brand

our babies
TNMARRIED

licised .
cases are not only stor-
ing up trouble and trib-
ulation for themselves
but are adding insult to
injury and heaping it on

mo-
thers who hit tne

headlines in widely pub-
disputed-baby

10 DCEI wiltr, @ s 9

deep and abiding love, which
moves her to make life-long
sacrifices for the happiness ind.
well-being of ber  offspring,
doesn’t happca overnight.

A mere seed at the first sight
of her unlovely infant, her love
for thc child grows and de-
velops side by side and step by
step with the child's progress.

I'O many of the “nutural”
mothers who part with
their unwanted babies—with-
ou! a pang. 11 seems—when
they arc only a few days’ old,
the infant isn’t a personality at
all. It is just another bundle
of humanity.
It seems unlikely then, that
a few months later, a surge of

the head of the iNNo-  “the mitk of human kindness”
cent child. could be the real and unselfish
qother’s  motive for her taking the now

Taiin anidrinnds

fo begin with, a
W= - AR R PP

thriving and happy child from

1641953 "'Value OS Association Of Social Workers.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 24 March, p. 9, viewed
23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article48301584
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thriving and happy child from
the protective arms of its
doting fosler-parcnts.

What's more, when a  legal
ballle results, as it so often
does, it draws morbid and
widespread attention (o Lhe
unfortunate circumstances of
her child’s birth and indelibly
brands him with a social
stigma which otherwise would
no doubt have been forgot
ten.

When a baby is legally adop-
ted by a married couple. it
has all the advantages of a
good home {the State usually
makes sure of this) and a
name it can be proud of; con-
sequently it grows up in a
normal environment into a
socially well-adjusted vyoung
person.

’OU  see, following teg
adoption, an infant’s birth
certificale  establishes beyond
doubt. so far as the world and
" posterity are concerned, thal
the new parents are the right-
ful (and, to all intents, natu-
ral) ones. No-one can legally
dispute it.

Legad adoption 15 no casy
road o purenthood. The pangs
of childbirth are soon over
and soon forgotien but u long
drawn-out lubour of love 1s re-
quired to bring searching and
humiliating State inquiries and
legal buttles to successful fruit-

165 .
1N

Segregate Subnormals?'%

Social welfare officer Miss Wiloa Fleming, told interstate delegates to the
Sub Normal Children's Assn. Conference today that the Australian
Government was not doing as much as Governments overseas for sub-
normal children.

She also suggested the segregation of sub-
normal children in families when brothers
and sisters reached adolescent age because
she claimed they could retard the social life
of the other children. Miss Fleming also =7
said parents tended to cut themselves off i e iy
from society when they had a sub-normal

child. That did not allow such children to reach the limit of ability.

'%3 1953 'HERE IT IS AGAIN! MORE OF... THIS and THAT by Ruth Allen.', Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), 7
May, p. 34, viewed 3 January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article39357568
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Time Lapse Before Adoptions'®’

A child which an unmarried mother wishes to surrender for adoption
should be taken immediately by the adopting parents, said Miss Joyce
Cox at a meeting of the National Council of Women. Miss Joyce Cox said
she was speaking on behalf of Dr Irene Sebire, who was unable to attend
the meeting. “To prevent psychological disturbance in the child, the
transfer should be made without waiting for the ratification of the Equity
Court of the agreement between the two parties,” she said. Mrs. Preston
Stanley Vaughn said that it should be made illegal for adopting parents to
take the child before the papers had been signed in Court, but that the
indetinite period of time now allowed a mother to make up her mind about
the adoption of her child should be shortened. Matron Constance Fall,
Matron in charge of King George V Hospital, suggesting a two month
lapse of time, said that to shorten the period too much would not be in the
best interests of the mother, who was not in a fit state to decide the
child’s future in the first weeks after her confinement.

Miss Wilga Fleming, representing the Social Workers Association
said: “If an unmarried woman is given guidance throughout her
pregnancy by a trained social worker or agency, as is the case in
America, she will have made up her mind about the child's future by

the time it is born.”

Social Workers To Confer!'®®

The national conference of the Australian Association of Social
Waorkers will begin in Sydney on Monday. The main topic of discussion
will be : The contribution of social work to the study and service of
family needs."

Should the Adoption Law be Changed?'®’

Recommendations to avoid a repeat of the Mace v/s Murray case are
suggested, including:

- Documents necessary for the adoption order should be completed within
one month of the mother's initial consent to the adoption of her child;

- The child should not be delivered to the adopting parents until agreement
is final;

- The Government should appoint a committee of social workers to

166 1953 ‘Segregate Subnormals?.’, Sunday Times (Perth, WA : 1902 - 1954), 19 April, p. §, viewed 21 September, 2011,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59552638

171953 ‘Time-Lapse Before Adoptions.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 25 September, p. 11, viewed
21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2 7524182

1% 1953 'Social Workers To Confer.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 30 September, p. 2, viewed 19
September, 201 [, http://mla.gov.au/nia.news-article 18380006

1?1953 'Should The Adoption Law Be Changed?.’, The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1934), 1 October, p. 2,
viewed 23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 §390934
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examine and report on the Child Welfare Act.

Unmarried mother not permitted to see her baby . according to

article: “Obyviouslyv. he cannot stay with his natural mother who. in
all probability, has not been allowed to see bum. 11 he 1s not sent
mmediately 1o the adopting parents, he most certainly should nof
be placed inan institution w here hie will be deprived. at an
important period in his life. of a relationship with a mother.”

To Join Social Science Staff At University'™

| B
social work to the community through
community organisation. and has made a special study of the

sroblem ol the unmarried mother.

Fulbright Scholar's Experience In Child Welfare'”'
Miss Margaret Thornhill, a Fulbright Scholar who has been attached to
the Social Studies Department of the University of Sydney, will arrive in
Adelaide on Sunday and will spend a busy fortnight here. The

Department of Social Science at the University of Adelaide fJILS Al
ol the Nustealion Asstecution of Social WorkersBEddRi N @il 1 3

Social Service are all anxious that social workers in Adelaide shall take full
advantage of the visit of Miss Thomhill, who has had wide experience in
the US, particularly in relation to child welfare and community
organisation.

She will condact senunars for the supervisors’ group. of the AASW arthe
SR L in the office of Miss J. McLennan, assistant lecturer, Social
Science Department, and hon. secretary of the SA branch of the

AASW.. . Miss Thornhill will address a general meeting of staff and
committee members from local institutions on 'The Child in the
Institution.' The SA Council of Social Service has arranged a conference on
the same theme...for the benefit of those who work with children in
homes and institutions in SA. Problems will be approached from the
aspect of administration, the child, and the community. REIEETTITIE

Lulensive evparienee hos nclinded child placement, Iister oime cne

3 \\1.[ £ fr

ab g
L] 5 N

adopuioms and children's counn work, . She spent imore than six o vehes iny
VIt orzanisation. beimg responsible or co-ardinating the work
il Tocal chid selline psencies, and Tor senting up standrds oF ehild eare
She has also been associated with training of institutional staff. She hoids
the degree of AB from Michigan University and MSS from Western
Reserve University.

%1953 'To Join Social Science Staff At University.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1934), 30 October, p. 15,
viewed 23 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-articled89 17090

97



Studying Our Social Problems And Our Approach To Them'”

Keen interest is being taken by social workers particularly those
associated with in instituttonal aspects of child welfare, in the visit of
Miss Margaret Thornhill, Fulbright Scholar, who will conduct seminars in
Adelaide during the next fortnight with 'the child in the institution’ as the
main theme.

Although Miss Thornhill speaks with special authority on institutional
care and other aspects of child welfare based on wide experience in the
US, her interest and knowledge covers the much wider field of social
problems generally, the human values involved, and the attitude of the
community towards them. Since April she has been attached to the Social
Studies Department of the University of Sydney, where she has found
opportunity to study at first hand the social problems and the social
services of this country and compare them with the American scene.
She said vesterday that she had found vers marked similarities i

handhing of many of them, Here as in evers other country, the hasic
cocin] problem was that of the child who Tor one reason o another
waas depriv ed of the care and alfection he should receive in his own
home, the child who for his own good needed 1o be separated from
his parents. This point led to comment on one aspect ol this problem
of which Miss Thornhill has made special study, that of the ¢hild o
the unmsuricd maother,

STUDY OF THE
UNWED MOTHER

'As far as any direct policy on this question is concerned,' she said
in America we have none. Wherever possible each case is dealt with|
individually. But practice and experience over many years have

shown that adoption is in the best interests of both mother and
child. The woman whose behaviour deviates from the moral code is
under a social handicap that is very difficult fo overcome, and in the|
majority of cases a handicap that is personal as well as social,

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY
OF THE UNWED
MOTHER

ADOPTION IN
THE BEST INTERESTS
OF THE
HLLEGITIMATE CHILD

that a forced marriage has no basis Tor future happiness, either lo
L e s s T B L ack of any depth of relationship, of
SRR S R | appreciation of the true basis of marriage, militates against any
SAVE THE UNWED prospect of success for such marriages or of a happy, stable home
MOTHER atmosphere for the child.'

Miss Thornhill's attitude to the value to the community of trained

11953 ‘Fulbright Scholar's Experience In Child Welfare.!, The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 10 November, p.
11, viewed 21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4 8923667

721953 'Studying Our Social Problems And Our Approach To Them.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 17
November, p. 7, viewed 22 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article48919075
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ITON social service is summed up in . _erdgﬁ;ﬂﬁun Gf sucialm
work as an Ewr:'umltlatiﬂri of commnniwnsﬂ- over

exy l'l!l'l&lﬂﬂtlﬂl‘l.' The core of case work, she added, was drawn
| from all the other professions confirmed with the humanities.

Bill Removes
Difficulties
ln Adoptjons

A Hill now bclome the L!‘-l's

Ine Vssembly enn s Ipro=-

1..'.1] AT T ANSEITIENTS Wil sither
Slafes iy Nustralpa i alher
vinntnwes e the Rotish  ome-
monw calth hor the adoptuon of
Children

The Will, if passed, will om-
power the Manister for € hild
Welfure 1o muke such arrange-
meiils

\lt)& ing the  sevomd e .Idliﬂg
vesferdiay, the Premir  (Mr,
Huwke ) sad that the prosisions
of the Bill were reguired urge
catly 1o mec! sovme difheult and
rather dntressing cuses,

Another amendment n the
Bill pronided for the regmntri-
non of the birth of a child.

It puse the Rt'gnllar General
power to regnier a hirth  and
meel the winhes of the adopting
parenis in that matler.

171953 'Bill Removes DifTiculties In Adoptions.', The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 25 September, p. &,
viewed 24 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article52930620
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| Future Of Social Welfare'™

“Miss Lyra Taylor, administrative officer of the Social Work and
Research Division of the Commonwealth Department of Social Services,
returned to Australia recently after spending several months studying
social welfare developments in the UK, Canada and the US. She will visit
Adelaide early next month. The SA Council of Social Service and the SA
branch, Australian Association of Social Workers, have cooperated to
arrange a ... which Miss Taylor will speak on 'Hopes and Fears for Social
Welfare.' Professor Mark Mitchell will preside.”

| Constitution of the Queen Victoria Hospital in Annandale NSW

| amended to have its primary object changed from general maternity to
| obstetric and social facilities to accommodate unmarried mothers and
their babies.

Adoption
| |)R. NORVAL MORRIS' disclosure that more

- 1han 750 orphaned bables In Victoria go out
to "unchecked™ parents each year should be
carefully noted by tne State Government. So
must his other criticisms of the State's laws of
adoption.

New legislation is now being framed to clear
a path through the jungle of the State's child
welfare laws. We hope Dr. Morr1s' facts and
opinlons will be considered by Cabinet before
the bill is given final shape.

] * * w

175

Adoption Aids Barren Wives'”

An effective psychological treatment, used in the past by family doctors,
is being widely adopted. Often a barren couple consulting their physician
in a small town would be advised to adopt a baby to fill the void. The
adopted infant, coddled and pressed to the foster parent's breast, often
produced physiological changes in the body of the woman, resulting in
natural conception. Today, when diagnosis fails to disclose the cause of
deficiency in a childless couple, therapists advise: "Adopt a child and see
what happens.”

17 1953 Future Of Social Welfare.', The Advertiser {Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 24 November, p. 9, viewed 19
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article48923897

'751954 ‘Adoption ', The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 3 May, p. 4, viewed 25 September, 2011,
htip:/fmla.gov.au/nia.news-article23430423

176 1954 ‘Adoption aids barren wives.', The Sun-Herald (Sydney, NSW : 1953 - 1954}, 3 January, p. 64, viewed 23
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews-article12639123
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/ QAN MURRAY — an unrepeniant liar or o
i penslre girl? .. . a “Rt” mother or one with no
right o a baby?
il Two of Sydnaeyhs - T - ’
lsading coungsl

appesl
by Misa Muresy, 23-
yoar-old bmn cen-
ductrawm, against an

Fredariehk Muce por-
mimitn to sdagt har
iftogitimete sen.

AOAM MURLAY

Here  ars  tha
counbst's argumants,

PUBLIC ASSASINATION OF A MOTHER’S CHARACTER
“For adoption to be successful it is first necessary to destroy the mother™'”

Article above: The Argus (Melbourne, Vic.: 1848 - 1956), Thursday 24 June 1954, page 329

"7 Dianne Wellfare, founder of Origins SPSA Inc
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Victorian article titled “Is Our Baby Safe? " reports
fears of prospective adoptive parents following the

Muace vi's Hm'a"u.'.' aned the Joan IV CAses. :

Acute shortage of social workers'”

There was a 'terrific' shortage of trained social workers in Australia, Miss
Lyra Taylor said yesterday. Miss Taylor is Commonwealth Social
Services Department, Social Work and Research Division administrative
officer. She is in Brisbane from Melbourne to sneak tonight on 'What the
New School of Social Work Could Mean to Queensland.' The talk is
sponsored by the Australian Association of Social Workers. Miss
Taylor is chief of the trained social workers employed by the
Commonwealth department in each State... The Queensland
University next year would set up a course in social studies, she said.

178 1954 Hundreds of parents are askin[?] IS OUR BABY SAFE?., The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 15 May, p.
11, viewed 25 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23414692

%1954 " Acute shortage” of social workers., The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933 - 1954), 3 August, p. 3, viewed 19
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-artle50585830
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A Significant Conlerence between the Australian Association ol Social Workers

and Commumty Wellare Organizations and Hospital Representatives
m the Sy dney Metropolitan Area

NS.W. UNWED ;e
MOTHERS:
REPORT SOON

fartuble and wnhappy in big
A report on the problem of unmarried

nstitutions or hostels,

“If there was more accom.
modatuon fewer girls would
suffier  unnccessary  hardship
and misery.”

WAITING LISTS

The secretary of a well.
heown maternity hospitol said
that at some time during
the vear all the homes and
tiospitals caring for unmarricd
mothers had & walipg fist,

mﬂ‘h&ﬂ and their children will come “Sometimes  we  have  @s
pefore the State Government soon. many as cight waiting o _be
) WITE §NE LMEY  moie mimted 1o our hospits)

alone.” she said,

“It is pot very good Ffor!
them, for they are alreadﬂ
nnder a great strain; and b
inng wait can forre 4 girl 0]
tev owher ways of getting rid
of her baky.”

The Acting Minister Torequaie. adoption procedure,
bd Welfare, Mr. 1. Foeaedngoul - of  expeclan
Grath, said that he ex-bhir, attitude of the pub-
the repori o be.— ——
sleted in  about five

lic. and similar questlons.

118

Wemhers of & special com-
e of the Social Workery'
acialon of New  South
des Fave spent more than
- menths gothering maler-
) and preparing the report.
M. McCirath said 1hat the
e Goernment was  very
sed 1n the preblem.
“The Depariment of Social
dfare and the Child Wel-
e Depariment aiready do
ppartant work in this field,”
g,

“f shall give the reporl my
amest Alteation,”

REPRESENTATION
The convener of the com-

wze. Mo ] Gore, said
it conssted  of Fepre-
wiaves of  the  Child

tare Depurtment, Crown
el Women's Hospitel, the
s Hospital for Womea,
ping Licorge V Memorial
sual  for  Mothers and
s, the Catholic Welfare
weae, 1he Royal Sociely for
Weltare of Mothers and
kies,  “Bethesds,”  South
dncy  Matemnil Haospi-
' 1be  Rache Faorster
wptal Lr Wamen, and the
cen Yictena  Maternity
parilal

Rren
[standing,

membery of the group inter-

who approached any of the

baby for several months after-
wards ns well,

porale material gathered by
The

hill. who was here studying
our
mothers layt yeor"

more accommadation should
be
cxpectant mothers,

the
homes curinf for them were
fully taxed all

Miss Gore said: “We hope
it will he a very complelc
survey of the problem. cape-
cially as it exisls in Sydney.

“What we all fell was the
need for more under-

KEFPING TRACK

“For three months lasy year
viewed every unwed mother

hospitslz of instiutions cater-
ing for them, We then fol-
Jowed her until the baby was
born,

“Wherever  possible  we
fried tn keep track of the

*The report will atso incor.

American  Fulbrighi
scholar, Miss Margaret Thomn-

care  of  unmarried

Miss Gore snid she thought

avpilable for unmarried

At prexent the resources of

Sydney  hospitels  and,

the year rc-und.|
“1t iy a field where the State.

Sap cond the repert wondd
jves  ihe  whale pmhlpni nddel,

ated by wnmartied]  cjgay what <ort of accom-
whers and  their chillren, modation is hest for  these
rat tacihnies were available | cayng yamarried mothers i
thesr ware  and  heID. unnther problem the repor
hee the  [acilities WETE Wil vover  Perhaps cotape
Wrauatc, adoption procedure, i biym malernits homes ar

Gavernment could belp,” sbhe

%0 1954 'Govt. To Consider A Report On Unwed Mothers.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 13 August,
p. 4, viewed 25 September, 2011, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 18439860
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o mecting in 1975, detailing those wellare organizations in the Svdney

metropolitan region which formed s committee with the Australinn Association of Social

Waorkers in 1953,

Fhe object was o study the onmarried mother amd 1o sharve the ideas of Miss

Marvearet Thornhill whe lsid been studving “the problem of the unmarried mother™ in the TS,
Stgnificantly, it contains a discussion around whether or aot to permit the unmarried mother to

nurse and feed her child.

(434

Govt to Consider A Report On Unwed Mothers'®
it hmes omectives ol aoreport commussionad by the Australmn
Assoctation of Socigl Workers | A ASW ) Bhdbtlugsis

- its members interviewed more than 300 unmarried mothers and, for three
months in 1953, questioned every unwed mother who approached
hospitals or institutions catering for them. Regarding impetus for that

investigation, convenor of the committee Mrs J Gore stated: “A

11954 'Govt, To Consider A Report On Unwed Mothers.', The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), 13 August,
p. 4, viewed 21 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1 8439860
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| surprising large number of girls — about 40%, in fact - left hospital with
their babies and intended to keep them.” It was also reported that only a
small proportion of NSW girls who become pregnant out of wedlock
sought the help of social agents during pregnancy. Mrs J Gore, regarding
the latter scenario, said: “This is to be regretted. We feel that doctors,
nurses and clergymen who come into contact with the girls should
encourage them to seek our help.”

The Report also noted:

- a lack of accommodation and other facilities for unmarried mothers
during their pregnancy;

- more funds needed by social agencies catering for unwed mothers;

- most agencies unable to admit the girls unti] the sixth or seventh month
of pregnancy; and

- with more funds the AASW could care for the girls earlier.

Mrs J Gore speculated: "We wonder how many of these girls will later
decide to have thetr baby adopted; and if they keep them, whether they

| have the emotional and material ability to fuifill the needs of the child.”

Child Available for Adoption'®

The head of a charitable organisation that runs several (maternity) homes
in New South Wales, told The Canberra Times that a young unmarried
girl, shortly to have a child, wants it adopted by a Roman Catholic couple.
The organisation, which is non-sectarian, has arranged adoptions for
babies for some years.

A leading Canberra citizen vouches for a prominent
official in Sydney financial, commercial and charitable
circles, who suggests that his name or that of the home
not be used, so that the mother, who will not see her
child, will have no indication of its destination. An
official in Canberra who has assisted in adoptions for
several years said yesterday there was no legal bar to a
couple resident in Canberra adopting a baby born in
N.S.W. His office worked in close co-operation with
N.S.W. Child Welfare authorities, he said.”

1954 Should She Surrender her Baby?'®

Unmarried mothers throughout Australia can receive financial assistance
before and after their confinement from the Commonwealth Social
Services Department.

The usual sickness benefit payments are available to these mothers
for six weeks before and six weeks after their confinement. The
rates are: £1/11 weekly for girls aged 16 to 18 vears; £2/000 for the 18
to-21-vears age group; and £2/10/0 for the 21-and-over group. In

'%2 1954 'Child Available For Adoption.’, The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1954), 13 August, p. 2, viewed 21 September,

2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2 892871
183 1954 'SURRENDER HER BABY 7., The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 8 September, p. 26, viewed 20

September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46448400
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addition, if the mother decides to keep her child she can also receive
a 5/- weekly payment for it for six weeks after its birth. As well as

£l these benefits, unmarried mothers can ¢laim child endowment of 5/-
____j-. b j’T d a week for the first child and the maternity allowance of £15 for the
ot B first child. In N.5.W., under section 27 of the Child Welfare Act an

unmarried mother who wants to keep her child but cannot afford to
support it may apply to the Child Welfare Department for regular
payments,

Should She Surrender her Baby?'*

"We wonder how these unmarried mothers arc going to

manage." (Svdney Almoner) Miss Gore said, "and whethe

they will find them selves eventually Torced to have the child

adopted

"One theory strongly backed by social workers over
seas is that although it is hard for the mother to give
her child up, it may be better in the long run for the
baby to be adopted into a family."

The article relates the storv of an unsupported, unwed mother counseled
4 ‘Gradually, she began to respond to the

understanding shown by the social worker and was able to plan|
for the welfare of the baby. She finally decided to surrender
him for adoption,”

Social Worker Urges Training Course In W, A"
Miss Lyvra Tavlor of Melbourme. adminisirative olficer of the social swork
nd research department of the Commonwealth Deparument of Soeial
sl said yesterday that she hoped this State would plan soon to
establish its own university course for social workers. She is in Perth for a
week to confer with fellow social workers in the department here. "At
present,” she said, "young men and women from Western Australia who
wish to qualify for one of the many and varied social work openings have
to go to the Eastern States for training.” This was unfortunate when there
were so many demands for social workers in this State Next year, said

%1954 'SURRENDER HER BABY?.", The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 8 September, p. 26, viewed 20
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46448400

%1954 'Social Worker Urges Training Course In W.A.", The West Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), 23 September, p.
19, viewed 22 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.aw/nla.news-article49881783
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TO ESTABLISH INTERNATIONAL
SOCIAL SERVICES

The Direclor of International Social Ser-
vicen, Mr. William T. Kirk, is in Canberra to
discuss the establishment of an Australian
I-anch of his organisation.

With headnguarters in Genesva.
It poely  has A csultalive
gtalus wilh the United Nations,

Whepn he arrived In Australla
just over a wick sgo, Mr Kirk,
an Anterican, had tBlks  with
the Commenweallh Director of
Socip] Seeviees and his o stald in
Motbstiarne,

In t'anhberra, where he arrived
pn Tuesday. he has conferred
with  bmymigratian aulhorities
and the Ipter-goverrrmental Com-
mittee for Foropean Muration.
Me wili lcave for Bydrry Loy
e cantipue his takos

Mr. Kirk sabl yesirplay that

his discussions, both with Gov-
ernment representatives and vol-
untary organisations, had been
encouraging. He hoped an In-
ternaticnal Social Servicen
branch would be aft up within
the next {ew montha,

The organigation has repre-
rentalives in 58 counlriea of the
worll. Mr. Kirk sald L was
“past tkme thel 8 branch was
established In  Ausiraliy. The
service, which has been func
tioning aince 1921, i8 being ex-
tended (o countries  recelving
stgnificant nimbera of migrants
It ucts a8 a MHnk between ihe
social setviee organisations of
different countries.

Mr. Kirk said the body avould
be of great asalstance to mig-
ratits in Ausiralin.  In  casea
whers familiea were separaled,
the organimatien could help to
care for migronta’ dependents
who remained In Furope, or act
an n laison petwoen fampiliea of
whom some members had mig-
rated and others wished to came
to Ausiralla. 186

e Y i R

="

Article titled, “ Housemaid mother asks for her baby back”
reports:187

- consent of the mother taken in hospital while she was distraught and
upset;

- mother not permitted to see baby because it was to be adopted,;

- a relative of the mother not permitted to see the baby;

- eight days after the birth of her child, the mother asks the nursing sister
if she may leave the hospital but is told that she must sign adoption papers

first;
- mother did not receive notice of adoption proceedings.

136 1954 'TO ESTABLISH INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SERVICES.', The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1954), 28 May,

p. 4, viewed 24 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2907365
871954 *'Susan was adopted without my consent” Housemaid mother asks for her baby back.’, The Argus (Melbourne,

Vic. : 1848 - 1956), 7 April, p. 3, viewed 25 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26601640
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1956

This article also relates the practice of allowing prospective adoptive

Babies for the Brave'®®

Every adoption institute has its percentage of

i | ! L . WA Ty I ! &
unadoptables " — children with crippled limbs, bad

heredity, blind deaf. congenital hearts, mental defects

parents to select a baby.

Bethesda Maternity Hospital Established

Social workers not to approach the mother in solicitation of
her consent to the adoption of her child.

(See attachment “A” in blue folder: Directors Report to the
Queensland 1950s)

1067 adoptions registered in QLD

Stenlity uwsually necds the
hrelp of a specialist, and there
are sterility clinics ar most big
hospitals

Hoth parmers of the marri-
age nerd 10 be examined, and
it s quite useless 1o have trial
courses of injections without
having had very thorough pre-
liminary examinatons

Much can br done to help
these anxious to bave children;
failing success, adoption ol a
haby is often the answer

I have Irequently sen o
woman, happy, contented and
relaxed with, her adopted
baby, become pregnant much
oo woon lor her conveniende,

This of course applies only
tn the nervous causes of steril-
ity, The phvsical causes
should be investigated when a
woman has wanted a haby [or
iwo vrary withour suceess. 189

"% 1954 'BABIES FOR THE BRAVE.', Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), 25 November, p. 4, viewed 21
September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article393685006
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| Victorian Institute of Hospital Almoners and the Australian Association

of Almoners amalgamate with the Australian Association of Social
Workers i 1958 to form a Special Interest Group within the AASW —
the Medical Social Workers Group. Some of the almoner/social work staff
at the RMH are key figures in the evolution of the Associations and with
the increasing professionalisation of social workers.'?

The Committee of Origins SPSA Inc calls for these records
of the Commonwealth, stored in the University of

Melbourne, to be opened to the scrutiny of a Royal

Commission, based on evidence in this timeline of the close
association of the Commonwealth Department of Social

Services with the Australian Association of Social Workers.

COMMONWEALTH MARRIAGE ACT 1961
Authorizes the marriage of a person who has attained to
the age of 16, who is below the age of 18, under
exceptional circumstances.'”

1963

Article reads: ‘In rare
cases, where the
specialist finds some
insuperable barrier to
conception (sterility)
which is likely to be
permanent, he will
introduce the infertile
couples to an
organization (usually a
large public maternity
hospital) where they can
be put on a waiting list to
adopt a new-born baby in
due course...’

In rare cases, where the specalia
lH‘."i' SO i:l-.||.|'1|:‘:,1'2|]|‘ Parreg
onceprion tirriliny which T
hikelv ta be permanenr, he will
intraduce the infertile wuple 10 an
Grgarusaticgl  useally a large |u|.ir!-|.
maternily hospital ' where they can
he | b wainng hist to adopt a
new-horm habw in due course [hixs
'-"r.l.[I!l:: perioa  can 1 HEr b Iwi

YUATS 192

%1958 'Make a friend of your doctor.', The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 6 August, p. 54, viewed 3 January,
2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article51776275

190

<http://www lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/archives/collections/pdfs/aasw.pdf>

11961 Commonwealth Marriage Act, retrieved 5% January, 2011, from
<http://www .austlii.edu.au/au/tegis/cth/consol_act/mal 96185/

109




1965

The big query: WHY a falling birthrate?'”

Staff reporter Kay Kearney says not so long ago it was fashionable to
blame everything from juvenile delinquency to three-legged calves on The
Bomb. That's been outgrown, thank goodness. Now The Pill gets the
blame. On July 7, for example, the news broke that the birthrate for the
first quarter of 1965 was the lowest for 22 years. To be precise, it was
19.47 per 1000 head of population, only slightly above the birthrate in the
middle of World War Il and 1037 fewer than for the same period in 1964.
Most people had the answer pat. "Of course," folk muttered darkly, "it's

The Pill."

4,564 registered adoptions in NSW

2,685 registered adoptions in NSW'”

1974

2,058 registered adoptions in NSW

1975

1976

s

-

t 4

1,889 registered adoptions in NSW

& k

WHERE HAVE ALL THE
BABIES GONE?

P W

s

A phenomenon lhat has kit Auslesss « prospechvs adeptive pargnts

- "1 don’t believe it's because unmarrigd mothers mow get a
befter aflowance from the Governmeni — 335 & week isn.'? ail
thal much — no, it's just that people today are muen more
sympathetic to a girl who has a baby and decides o koep {1
social work iecturer Mary Meleiland told PATRICIA JOHMEON 194

1,763 registered adoptions in NSW

1977

1,509 registered adoptions in NSW

'*2 1965 'The big query: WHY a falling birthrate?.’, The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 28 July, p. 4, viewed
23 September, 2011, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46448886

Al adoption figures cited ppl10-111 were retrieved 5™ January, 2011,from
<http://www parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/committee.nsf/0/56ede53dfal 6a023ca2 56¢cfd002a63be/SFILE/Report.P

DF=

41975 "'WHERE HAVE ALL THE BABIES GONE?.', The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 14 May, p. 57,
viewed 25 September, 2011, http:/nla.gov.au/nla.news-article44022040

110




1978 1,041 registered adoptions in NSW

1979 1,094 registered adopnons in NSW

b As  wiel as sxamning aArtificral n
&= ¥ LA L liwi 5 4 B =1,

munaAatior vy sl ooKed .It LIe
salutions 1o 1 proiblair rcluding

: - aed ; C il

tertility drias et lube babies

micro-surgery and adoplion Adoptior

he pstabbshed w a5 ance he simr

» solution 1o the nroblem ol it tility

£

Butl therd 15 NOYW 4 shorlage o
Mildiren o atdoplior Iid YH 72 K Donnts

il thete were 2100 oabes avalable (o

itoplion through the New Soulth Wale:

gaovernment agencies alone

This year there will be bare |r (00 Th
walling ime 1o adopt a haby can be riine
vears Waley suggesisthe régson lar the
delay 15 ""possibly a shift In communily
daliucies towards sinnls mothars 196

Meanwhile, in Austraba, men and
women can consull private praciitioners
in Ihe country or city and. 1f that fails. go
to a fartility chinic.

The honorary director of the Crown
Street clinic, Australia’s oldest gays thal
ane in six couples has some difficuily
naving a baby, and since adoption has
pecome so ditticull, they are more likaly
fﬂ to take medical advice than in the past A

clinic sister remarked lhat many arrive gl

.y 1 W
; h - -Jl a fertility climc only 1o learn some of {he

simplest advice lor facllitaling concep-

lion
“...sinee adoption had For instance pregnancy Is more likely
become so diflicult. they are to occur it

e a) The woman lies an her back wi
we likely to take medical 9 WER on Tier vack with:a

. \ o pillow under her boltam during in-
advice than i the past.. lSfeoUrse .
b} Does nol gel up immediately aller
nlercourse

)} Does nol use a lubricant like baby o)l
al :.—.—I ne f-hlcn can kil sparm 197

1982 Hospltal Policy Circular 1082

The Health Commission distributed its Policy Circular to warn all medical
staff that the practice of preventing unmarried mothers from seeing their
babies, or putting obstacles in their way of asserting that right prior to a
consent being signed was in breach of the Adoption of Children Act 1965
on mental health or legal grounds as well as being in breach of the
mother’s common law rights as a parent.

"3 Tbid,

181979 "THE BABY MAKERS'., The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 22 August, p. 33, viewed 3 January,
2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article55471083

%7 1979 "What's being done about INFERTILITY ", The Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), 10 January, p. 18,
viewed 3 January, 2012, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58568196
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1982

1,175 registered adoptions in NSW

1983

904 registered adoptions in NSW

1984

741 registered adoptions in NSW
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AUSTHALIAR ASSOCIATION CF SHCAL WOAKERS LTD

PRE g et TRty Aty '

LRI R talrabaas
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STATEMENT ABOUT ADOPTION

The Ausbralian Associstion of Saciel Woikers Lid {AASW) expresses it extiame
regrer &t ine lifelong pan expericrnced by many womes who have relinquished their
children for adopuon. ‘

[a ding this we recognise that decicns when in the past, althongh based on the besi
kacwledze of the wme, and ipade il the best of Inieniions, may nevertheless have
teen Sandarnznwdly fewed.

included, were in 1z past Hivolved

.;:] Wl rlmes

Many individeals and professions, so
in the prozess that led mothers to give up ther cnuldien for edoplion,  With the
vesdom of hindsinht, and with an avweraness of the knowledge, resmuce, and supoorn
1iaale, e bBelieve that in the some ituaions today, the samie individuals and
ve very GiTerent advize. This in no way diminishes the pun

Tin
professionaly would g
fole by the miathers and clididren who were sepasated ot bioldy,
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AASW Apology: Rejected by the mothers
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