
 

 

18 January 2013  
 
 
Committee Secretary  
Senate Standing Committees on Environment and Communications 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
Via email: ec.sen@aph.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  

 
RE: SENATE INQUIRY INTO RECENT TRENDS AND PREPAREDNESS FOR  

EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Australian Government's approach 
to managing the increasing incidence and impact of extreme weather events. The Green 
Building Council of Australia (GBCA) believes that is critical for a coordinated and considered 
strategy to be developed through collaboration between government and industry if the built 
environment is to become more resilient to the challenges of climate change and extreme 
weather events. 
 
Buildings that are designed and built to reduce their environmental impact and to be more 
resilient will be less severely impacted by extreme climate events such as drought, heavy 
rainfall, severe storms and extreme temperatures etc. Building better, more resilient buildings 
and communities will minimise the impacts of climate change on Australia’s productivity and 
stability and deliver long-term economic, environmental and social sustainability.  
 
About the GBCA 
Established in 2002, the GBCA is dedicated to developing a sustainable property industry in 
Australia through the adoption of green building practices and sustainable community 
principles. The GBCA promotes green building programs, technologies, design practices and 
processes, and operates Australia’s only national voluntary comprehensive environmental 
rating system for buildings - Green Star. 
 
Since its establishment, the GBCA has been at the forefront of climate change mitigation 
through the Green Star rating system which sets benchmarks for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions in buildings. Over the past several years, the GBCA has recognised that looking 
beyond mitigation and increasing the focus on resilience is vital if Australia is to remain a 
productive and safe place in which to live and work and invest.  
 

 








