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UNMARRIED PARENTHOOD

they take leave from theit jobs and g0

ic the you:g have made much dif- | to another state to get over the con-
ference tc the increasing number of | finement. |
Anstralian children born out of wed- Every country in the world has dif-
leck. - ferent legal set-ups and welfare posi-

The attitude of society to such child- | tions for unmarried moth:rs.
= 1 - : |
-en las b(,_corr:e much more humane WHAT TO DO?
in recent years,

Common comments from disinteres-
=] pecnle are:

Neither the Pill nor sex education

As with all pregnancies, the first and
most important step is ty see a doc-
ey : tor and get his advice. A baby is

It should be the parents who handicapged enough without a heleth
axe qonmdered ll!eg’x,txmate,‘pcgt handicap. . This is of special impor-
g}le ;mn;ce_:nlt ihﬂg ?}?db lz)ts tance if the child is to be adopted.

© 800C glr’ Who has the baby. His help usually includes arranging for
The bad girls are much too her confinement at the most conveni-
shre vd. ) ent hospital.

E;‘.Jey: o onl.y_ CQmmem_S;u . | If from the onset she decides that

-1 fact remains that a ciild s bet- | o o e her child ic ve adopied; if
ter off wher, born wita the right 10 | the girl Tives in a country town ang is
nave two parznts who are married 10 | {5 be confined there, either the doctor,
ezh other and happy in their MAITIage | the matron or the girl herself will get
au? parenthood. | in touch with the Thild Welfare De-

The law makes every effort to les- partment.
ses the disadvantages of iiegitimate If there is a Child’ W..!fare Depart-
bizth. T men: office in the town. this c-ntact
will be made to the district offcar. If
noi, a letter will be written to the
Child Welfare Department in Perth,
and arrangements made.

% gl who has been living with a There are a number of officers of
m2. who does not want to marry may ' the Adoptions Sections and the ex-
gecide fo become pregnant because she { pectant mother is allo:ated to the

|
|
l

f  Tecent legislation has improved the
| «ot of the child who is adopted.

Hut practically no girl expects to
save an iilegitimate child.

wants him to marry her. She cannot officer in whose agea is the. hospital
raake him marry her. She may have | in Which she will be confined.
zn illegitimate baby. . If it is arranged for her to go to a

- 5 . | ing-i 1 ’Gaia i Keep him? . . . Have him adopted? Of
the man may be aircady married. lying-in hospital (M’Gaia or Hillcrest), -
He cannot marry the mother of his ex she makes the arrangements with the | about 2,000 unmarried mothers who face
. N : £y o mOLUar.el Ris £x- | matron derseif. An ciljer of Child | these questions in this State each year,

pected child, which is illegitimate.

Practically no family thinks of an
unmarried daughter becoming preg-
sant, much less do they know the law
in such circumstances,

Nowudays there are more parents
to whon their daughter’s need is more
important than their feeling of shame. ; West Perth. If her conficement is

But there are still unmarried giris ’ to take place at a smaller metropolitan

Welfare Department Aduptions visits many like the schoolgirl ir the picture
her at the hospital. 4 (posed) are children themselves Yet the
If she attends the Fing Edwar unmarried mother must make the decision
Memorial Antenatal Clin;c, she is re- herself without pressure from her parents.

ferred to the hospital social worker

l
3w ] 1 i itir abies is in-
whias arranges for her to visit tha Adop--[ The number of illegitimate babies is in
|
!
!

. . - i | ( "ngla ti iani-
tions Section at 45 Havelock Street, c.reosmg in Austreolia tm England it is signi
ficantly on the decline), but so is the number
of girls who decide agairst making the baby
available for adoption. A schoolgirl posed

i ‘Ken Hotchkin’
with a borrowed baby ‘for Ken Hotchkin’s
photograph, but it can still tug ot the heart-

and womnen who face motherhood in hospital she can ring the Adoptions
ignorance complicated by loneliness. | Section (22-1811) and inake an ap-
They eitker will not or cannot tell their pointment, having said at which hos-
parents. Maybe they have none. Often ‘ pital she expects tc be confined.

strings. -



The Adoptions Section of the Child .|
Welfare Department stresses that it is.} ment counselling because

the responsibility of the expectant
mother to contact the Child Welfare,
Department or to check that her par-
ents or doctor have done so.

. -Too many girls get no pre-confine-
nobody
thinks to let the C.W.D. know early
“enough.

This is up to the girl herself, and
more mature friends should tell her s0.

ILLEGITIMACY

An usmarried girl has a baby., That
is, an illegitimate child. ¢ et
What is the position as regands the

mother, the baby, the father, the:law ..,
and the parents of the mother? Par-;|-

ticularly when she is a young teenager;
perhaps a schoolgirl.

1e must leave all the emotlgnal
cowsiderations aside and consider the
facts.

An illegitimate child is one whose™{

parents-are not married to each other.
If the mother is a married woman~
and the father of the child is a man |
other than her husband, the-child mgy
not be regarded as x]legmmate in law.
It woulc be difficult to prove hlmso
Rut the iflegitimate child with whnvn
most people are concerned nowagays
is the carelessly conceived by—product
of teenage sex. e

dictable figure but still virying from
~person to person according to genetic
influgnces.
But as it is, girls are physically
capable of motherhood much younger
than .wheén ‘they are old enough to
marry and set up a home.
‘Incteasing freedom between the
sexés and the * ‘new moralily” attitude
to sexual experimenting are reasons
pften given for teenage pregnancies
‘nowadays.
a1 Many. psychological write s agree in
the. theary . that, teenage
' come pregnant are Jove- depnved in the
family setting. - : 4
«Dr.f-Derek’- Miller, an Amerlcan
"educational psychologist in his bogk

“1“tHe Age Between—Adolescenis m a

Disturbed Society” complents “When
unmarried girls become pregnant

-Gof Umnagulfs try to be helpful in a.yariety

WHAT IS THE CAUSE?

Girls and boys are maturing gagier, 4,
by three to four months in every ten, i,
years. So puberty is reached at an.
age of 23-3% years earlier thag, it was

a contury ago.
The age of the menarche, ¢ ﬁgé
first menstrual period at W ¢
achieves sexual maturity, is no fixed.
but varies according to a mdnber of:
factors which range from race and
heredity to the quality of nutrition. "~ In~
a three-generation family it ‘is vusefuls
to compare the ages of the:onset:of:.
the menarche. Normally -4 grand-
daughter is likely to have her first
period as much as a year emher than

her grandmother did. . ...y

Better living conditions over the last
century at any rate appear ‘tb Be the
reason for earlier maturity.

That is, it is not that earlier maturity .|,
should be a contiruing thing but .be-
come a fixed and normal thing under; |
favourable conditions. If they con- :
tinue, by the end of this ‘century: the |
trend to earlier maturity should chave
gone about as far as it can go. It
should have settled down to a pre-

u1Isoigo! fors

ways,, . jSomenmes an nbogtmn is
isgxgggested A]though thic may be
sogially convenient it often carries the

mplicafion toa ’giﬂ thidt the impostant |
ua? hei' life” ‘do -flot see ther'as |,

fit to véoma‘l’r “If lack of -security
" dbout hér feminine role is the, emo-

{pregnart . i ~thes first; iplace, abortion
increases one problcm as it solves an-
1 athet. /0 2imaing apt -
“Pregnant girls e offe sent -away
-firomy,; s¢hoel—partly  b:cause  of
- s0Ciety’s .anxiety’, Ihat othars’ will be
'otempted to.- follaw i _theis footsteps,
“partly because of ‘concers =bout the
attitudes of other childres - parents.
“But girls almost aLways know when
-ope of them is bcmg sexually active:
there is little reasgn, ‘for removing a
girl from_school becduse she becomes
-pregnant. If. the' preghancy of a girl
s felt to be shamiefut ‘then ‘here would
“appear, to ‘be ‘mo alternztive but to
.‘hide’ her”; but the attiiude of the
young in these cases cen be more
mature that- ‘the” attitudes ~f the older
generatxon { K
" “When girls are unmarried and
~having_a child they need emotional

giris who ben,r

'J generally a(:cépfed sohﬁlen

support and help from adults who care
for them. Unfortunately they” are
often the victims of society’s uncon-
scious punitive attitudes.”

Dr. Miller’s experience is with
American and English adolescents.
Australia is only just thrashing out its
attitudes to the termination of preg-
nancies, even in the case of rape
victims. As a result the socially con-
venient abortion is no national solu-
tion.

In spite of the contraceptive Pill
being freely advised for young girls
who are sexually active there appears
to be no decline in the number of
young girls who give birth without
marriage.

The majority whose social, educa-
tional and financial circumstances lead
them to seek help from the Child Wel-
fare Department are about 17, with
the father of the baby about 19. Some

are much younger, some older. ~Be- \

m the number of childless
couples anxicus to have a child, and
oﬂ.cn,ng good homes, adoption is a
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Parents of a scﬁooffg1 daughter are”
her legal guardians: That being so,
many parents think that if the daLght;r
should give birth to an illegitimate
child, her parents automatically be-
come the jegal guardians »f the bakhy.
That is not so. The mother is the
legal guardian of her own baby.

If -the baby is to be made availabie

| for adoptlon it is the young mother
tional conflict that led: her to getting '

who must sign the consent form.

If the girl’s mother is unwilling to
have her baby adopted, and the
parents or anyone else pressure her
to agree, this pressure is a b each of
the law and they are liable "o a stiff
penalty.

Say they say “We will send you
bacl: to schocl 22d not reproach vou
now or ever again if you have the
baby adopted” and she says “But it’s
my baby and I don’t want to give him
up never to see him again”?

This is a difficult situation from a
number of viewpoints.

But what the Child Welfare Depart-
ment Sees as the most importapt thing
in this matter is that pressure. should
be removed.

If the question of adoptxomas con-
sidered, the C.W.D. is always mvalvcd
but the extent varies.
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The department is always involved |
in the assessment of applicants—those”

wishing to adopt. But in some hos-
pitals the s:aff and the doctors arrange
their own placements and the Child
Welfare Diepartment never Sees the
girls.

The Deypartment becomes involved
when the girl is referred to it by the
hospital oz the doctor. There are no
restrictions placed by maternity hospi-
tals on admitting unmarried girls for
childbirth but there are several hos-
pitals which are specially co-operative
and give vounselling.

COUNSELLING

Whether with a social worker at
the hospital or Child Welfare Depart-
ment, couaselling is most necessary SO

all fasts about adoption must be
presented to the young mother for
consideration. For she is to be called
upon to niake a most important and
mature decision. In the case of a very
young mother, it is her first adult

decisior 4 <he is to give up her baby

for adoption.

,TShe has alternatives. :

mother decides to keep her baby, ex:
pense plays 2'large patt. 7 ° L

to her. It is the department’s function /
to help her if she asks for help.

HANDICAPPED BABIES

Children who are born with severe
handicaps which make them unsuitable,
for adoption may be fostered. '’

The Child Welfare Department and
the parent(s) can request the Minister
for Child Welfare to commit the child
to the care of the department, in which
case the parent{s} must agree to con-

tribute, if asked, to the child’s main-
/e dar CC

tenance. 7 é/;/)w*““

If the mother, having left the hos-
pital a few days after the child’s birth,
merely abandons it, the Child Welfare |
Department goes to the Children’s |
Court where an application is made to
have the child declared destitute, in
which case the mother, and father if
known, may be required to agree to
contribute to the child’s maintenance.

MONEY MATTERS

Both in the case of the baby made
available for adoption and when the

There is an increase in the number

their daughter’s consent, to adopt their
grendchild.

The young mother may apply for + ¥ is
financial assistance under thé Welfare 13 =
and Assistance Act. If she earns more. =’
thm $10 a week the amount is sub- i
ject to a means test and adjusted ¢ it
ac:ordingly. o | R

If she earns $10 or less the means
test does not apply.

To receive this monetary assistance
<l e should have made some attempt
tc_obtain maintenance from the | fathér
- ¢’ the child. She is urged to do SO
Bt if this is not practicable help may ' . <.
sill be given. She may ask him to !
agree to pay maintenance or can aski v a
{-- an order to be made against him .. ¢
in the Married Persons’ and' Children’s >*
“ymmary Relief Court. = * Vo

A maintenance ordér is made

against the father untjl the: child sy =i !
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THE ILLEGITIMATE FATHER~ 57 #i !

~The father of arifllegitimate chiid,
’Mﬁ:gﬁat b& asstmed fo be a villaim. -
There are occasions: whed the girl is

AR 3 . - : ! number | "3epually the s€ducer.’/ There are times - ,
TJ v\‘ ,r’v;(. ) i];ea?: y{e‘gam the baby tc? .‘Lf gitls 1 who keep their babies, ‘but ' ;hen he believes ‘shehas a contra- _1,’ E
iyl e OOPE *fyanciel pressure it nne of the big | yive device or is on the PAL Often” ~
-t t(2) $he may want to keep the | induences on the decision. mmmwithout
A ,-Q“ v baby. oe oo .H&'= agaifi, the ‘counselling she has *| any' thought *of possible pregnaticy.

had mzies her aware of what she faces
at a time when she has bills coming
in. She mcv want to go back to school
or vack to her job. Her parents may
not want a daughter who is an unwed:
mother in their hame. A surprising’ [+ !.*7 B D e ey rnin o o
number do{?ﬁSéiﬁ‘e‘ ‘mothets loomléfafte%?: wise 00 yOung t)é ﬁxfe’léﬂak@the’-rge- il
the baby. while the young mother goes rSﬁqulb‘ut.l?ﬁ\;Qf,.n‘i,gg?d:{ghf;e';_]. Pt
. ’ ' - He may want 10 marry her,“b’ut‘xfB S

Many young ’people bqlievé'"‘tﬁét

_ premarital infercourse, ‘o rather non-

" marital j’ntercdurie’,‘*{ 4§’ psychologically ... -

desirable’ 7 Beiwzie o
SRR TR L s T TR ST s S S .

; He, may ’ée, 4 studént oo of tifess 11 T
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(1) If the mother prefers to have
the baby adopted, the Child Welfare
Department’s attitude is that the de-
cision must be hers alone and the
Departme1t does not want to persuade
her eitte’ way but is anxious to en-

are tha" all the facts are made known | to work. ~Some parents apply, -with
R e S | yetoo i 1olion oo oot 5y e
- ——— - He may want o marry evebtually,
but -noti-her...:- apuvo, i mBh mon

{

|

“ Rt s e ) .
| His parents may have. réftis"ek‘ixqqfe}é::“}; -
i ke

GUARDIAN

of the baby, to the exclusion of all
other persons until the adoption gees

THE BABY'S
As guirdian of her baby, the mother
wast, of her own free will, sign the

1= >

consent.”t = 7hols TR PR I
. “.S.}.Xf?fgiﬂ.""-‘dféﬂ ings have in .many . @

B Ay e

' cases‘proved “fo ‘beno solutiomrwhen; 1 -+

concent lorm, but pot hefore the | through. |'{§l€é&y'€ﬁf€%€d"iﬁtb ‘30 give.the baby ' .
eighth duy after her confinement, un- There is however a cooling ol . 2 fidme”. ~Modera: wisdom -isagainst ;;

type of marriage. - - ¢

period. Once the mother of the baby @ that : 2 S LLERrS
has signed the consent form she is "But the- father of an illegitimate . .. .
allowed to revoke it within the mext © child ‘whether his -paternity is adinitted
30 days. But not after that period. ‘ oillég'ally established, 1§ responsibic for- S soin
Then the child has gone out of her | payment of * maintenance until dhe - .
life altogether. She does not know childiis 16 years of age.
who the adopting parents are or do | A mainténatice rdet v is. madn . _ -
they know who she is. She can be | against  hira. In cases where. the ' .
assured that the Child Welfare De-, | young man is able to undertake only 1 11
partment have done all in their power | small paymerits, “the -Child- Welfare .2
to fit the chila with parents who maick en balance: I i ¢
as near as possible. l he stops, paying. his share ‘the .Child iz

less ceriified as fit to do so by a
doctor -t certified midwife.

Of %~ own choice, she may not
have sern the baby at all.

She miay have left the baby in the
‘hospital and have returned home to-
her parents. But she is still guardian
Jof, and responsible for the child until

lishe has signedthe consent form.
' .. At that stage, the Director of Child
Welfare becomes the legal guardian

ST et

Department makes ‘up the

! £ ) i SR
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Welfare Department can pay it and
chase him up.

This is a long-lasting responsibility.
But all fathers of such children are
not essentially either callous or anxious
to run away.

Sometimes a father who is unable
for some reason to marry the mother,
who has decided to keep her child,
visits the child and takes a father’s
pride and interest.

1f the mother of the baby wants to
have the child registered under the
father’s name and names the father

in the form, his consent must be ob-
tained.

Usually if she intends to continue
association with the father, if he is
interested and they intend keeping the
child, tke child may be registered in
his name.

If he has admitted paternity and a
maintenance  order is made against
him and he agrees to the adoption of
the child he -can sign the adoption
consent iorm at the same time. This
is not legally necessary, but preferable.

MONEY MATTER

Finance is one of the biggest in-
Auences on the decision to have a

ild adopted.

There are the hospital costs. If
she is a member of a hospital benefit
fund she is mostly covered for her own
hospital costs.

If she isover 16 she can in her own
right transfer her individual member-
ship to a family membership—that is
a family of her and her baby.

There is good sense in this.

£fter the birth, while the mocer
is in hospital with her baby govern-
ment hospitals do not make a separate
charge for the baby.

But the stay in hospital for a con-
finement is:not.:ong nowadays, may be
two or three days. If the mother is
fit and wants to have the child adopted
it is better for her to go home.

Being with ordinary married women -

at feeding time for instance may be
an upsetting experience.

But when the mother is discharged
from hospital the child must remain in
the hospital and the hospital begins to
charge a boarding fee. In the case
of a government hospital this is $5
a day in some, $6 in others, and it
is usually more in private hospitals.

If the baby is not sick and not listed
as a patient Hospital Benefits will .10t
pay in respect of boarding fee.

If the child is ill and registered as
a patient and the charge is about $20
a day and the mother has hospital
benefit as a family unit, she can obtain
hospital benefits.

In cases of hardship some hospitals
charge special rates.

Though the baby is still in hospital
and the mother not see it again, she
ig still its legai guardian until she has

signed the consent form (not before  amce. ~ , ./, - L7

eight days after birth) and so has
handed the child over to the Child
Welfare Department.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

Then the Director of Child Welfare
becomes ihe legal guardian of that
child to the exclusion of all other per-
sons until the adoption goes through.

When the adoption is completed
through the Supreme Court the adopt-
ing parents become the legal guardians
of the child.

‘'nat the mother still remains the
“patural mother” is only a legal de-
finition. She cannot have her child
back. She has no right to have him
back.

There are three alternatives when
the mother has signed the adoption
consent:

(1) straight-out adoption.

(2) child definitely unsuitable for
adoption, so_fostered.

(3) child may be later suitable,
so is fostered with a view
to adoption.

There is no pressure on fosterers to
adopt the child in the second case.
But often affection for the fostered
child and conviction that the foster
parents are the solution to his problem

~exerts a pressure of its own. He has

So at this stage there are three sets |

of ‘people iw.volved in the baby—
_ the natural mother,
the <'rector who . is the legal
gaardian, and
the adopting parents.
Once the department have offered
the baby tc the adopting parents they
have said they will take the child,

assume recponsibility for the child.
THE HANDICAYPED CHILD

The Chi. ' Welfare Department will
not make a chiid available for adop-
tion if he . .- severe handi.ips.

Then the department can request
the Minister for Child Welfare to com-
mit the child to the care of the depart-
ment.

If the mether when discharged from
hospital just abandons such a child,
the department goes to the ren’s
Court and an application is made to
declare the child to be destitute and

the pareat may be required to agree
to contribu. - 1o the child’s mainten-

i
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.though not legally yet their own, they .

become their child in their own eyes.

In the third case the fostering
parents take the child on the under-
standing that the child will be avail-
able for adoption eventually when the
Tegal or medical problems are solved.

~ "What happens to the child when the

natural mother has signed the adop-
tion consent form and given up the
child, should the child not be adopted?

This question does not arise at the
presen:t time. If the child has prob-
lems, they are known before his place-
ment. The child is committed to the
department’s care and fostered. Child-
ren who are available for adoption are
always adopted.

TWO KINDS OF ADOPTION

Adoption may be arranged in two
ways, privately or through the depart-
ment.

Private adoptions may be arranged
primarily through a lawyer, through a
doctor, or through the hospital.

But since the 1970 amendment to
the Adoptions Act, the Child Welfare
Department must be involved in these
particulars:

the Child Welfare Department
must approve the adopting
parents after departmental
assessment;

then a signed form must be ob-
tained from the Department
consentisg to the baby being
handsd over to the adopting

| over the baby is liable to a substantial

penalty.

(2) When the Child Welfare De-
partment handles the adoption, they
have a list of applicants who have
already been assessed, as to suitability
and home conditions awaiting suitable
babies.

A choice is made with great care
and the Department then arranges the
adoption.
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