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Dear Committee Secretary 

Submission to Inquiry into Technical and Further Education in Australia 

The Australian Industry Group (Ai Group) provided a submission in April 2013 to the 
previous inquiry conducted by House of Representatives Education and Employment 
Committee. That submission should be considered by the Senate Education and 
Employment References Committee in conjunction with this additional submission. This 
submission addresses the expanded Terms of reference by the Senate inquiry. 

The role played by TAFE in education linkages with secondary and higher education 

The Ai Group supports the establishment and expansion of education linkages with 
secondary and higher education. The role of TAFE is central to this as the predominant 
VET provider in Australia. In terms of the Australian Qualifications Framework, the 
qualifications delivered through the VET sector overlap with both secondary and higher 
education. The secondary school sector is now a significant provider of Certificate I and 
II programs principally through the VET in Schools arrangements. In some jurisdictions 
Certificate III programs are also included as are School-based Apprenticeships. 

In relation to higher education there is an increasing overlap of qualifications. 
Traditionally, both the VET sector and higher education sector have provided Diplomas, 
Advanced Diplomas and Associate Degrees. This is especially the case where dual-sector 
institutions operate, especially in Victoria, although this is now starting to spread to 
other jurisdictions. In more recent years also, TAFE Institutes have begun to provide 
degree courses. Indeed, there are examples, such as Holmesglen and Box Hill Institutes 
in Victoria, where TAFE Institutes provide courses in all three sectors. 

So TAFE is centrally positioned in this mesh of qualifications and providers to play a lead 
role in facilitating effective pathways and cross sector articulation arrangements. In 
addition, TAFE plays a central role as a provider of ‘second chance’ education by 
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