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state of the race: August 15

Clinton +7.9



state of the race: September 20

Clinton +4.1



state of the race: October 12

Clinton +7.1



probability that Clinton wins

NYTimes Upshot: 89% 

538: Polls plus 82.6% 

538: Polls only 86.3% 

538: Nowcast 90% 

Sam Wang (PEC): 97%



rise of Trump?

“economic anxiety” 

“anti-immigration” 

“anti-globalization” 

“populism” 

perhaps, but…



race & American electoral politics

race powerfully undergirds the current configuration of 
American politics 

true at an aggregate, demographic level 

true at an individual, attitudinal level





whites are a smaller proportion of the electorate

Source: Current Population Survey, November supplements; United States Elections Project 



beliefs about race powerfully shape 

white political attitudes



ANES 1964-2012, white respondents, vote for Democratic 
presidential candidates, by ethnocentrism 
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Thermometer ratings: Whites > Blacks Whites ≤ Blacks



stereotypes
Now some questions about different groups in our society.  Rate each 
group on the following scale, where “1” means you think almost all the 
people in that group are “lazy”; and “7” means that you think almost 
everyone in the group is “hardworking.”

lazy - hardworking unintelligent - intelligent

Whites 3.9 3.9
African-Americans 3.3 3.4

% W > B 39% 33%
% W > B (either) 45%

N = 12,351 white respondents (September 2008)
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Obama v McCain Mar (27)
Obama v McCain Jan (29)
Obama v Giuliani Dec (25)

Obama v McCain Sep (29)
Obama v Romney Dec (23)

Obama v McCain Oct (28)
Obama v McCain Dec (24)

Obama v McCain Post (27)
Clinton v McCain Mar (19)
Clinton v Giuliani Jan (21)
Clinton v McCain Jan (19)
Clinton v Huckabee Jan (21)

Obama v Huckabee Dec (24)
Clinton v Romney Jan (19)
Clinton v Giuliani Dec (20)
Obama v Huckabee Jan (28)
Edwards v McCain Jan (18)
Obama v Giuliani Jan (27)
Clinton v McCain Dec (22)
Obama v Romney Jan (27)

Clinton v Romney Dec (19)
Clinton v Huckabee Dec (18)
Edwards v Giuliani Dec (18)

Edwards v McCain Dec (18)
Edwards v Giuliani Jan (25)

Edwards v Romney Jan (21)
Edwards v Romney Dec (18)
Edwards v Huckabee Jan (17)

Edwards v Huckabee Dec (gap = 19)
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Negative Stereotypes, Obama in match−up
Neutral/Pos Stereotypes, Obama in match−up
Negative Stereotypes, Obama not in match−up
Neutral/Pos Stereotypes, Obama not in match−up

neutral/positive 
stereotypes of 
blacks vis-a-vis  
whites

negative stereotypes 
blacks vis-a-vis whites







the changing American electorate

1992: whites 87%, Clinton vs Bush, 39-41 - Clinton wins 

2012: whites 72%, Obama vs Romney, 39-59 - Obama wins 

2012: blacks 93-6; Hispanics 71-27; Asians 73-26.







In light of recent events...
• Within 36hrs of Trump video tape being dropped, 30% of 

Republican Senators disendorsed him, almost all women. 

• Many Republican governors: Sandoval (Nevada),  

• Party famous: Condi Rice, Romney, Bushes, Schwarzenegger, 
Pawlenty, McCain.  

• RNC pulled support: Trump has close to zero ground game.



http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/trump-clinton-field-offices/



http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/trump-clinton-field-offices/



Australian attitudes towards Trump and Clinton
If [Hillary Clinton|Donald Trump] wins the U.S. presidential election, should Australia’s 
relationship with the United States become: 

Trump Clinton

Much closer 2 4

Somewhat closer 2 14

Remain the same 24 69

Somewhat less close 31 9

Much less close 40 4

Source: ABC 2016 VoteCompass post-election survey (weighted)



Australian attitudes towards Trump and Clinton
If [Hillary Clinton|Donald Trump] wins the U.S. presidential election, should Australia’s 
relationship with the United States become: 

C  L  I  N  T  O  N 

TRUMP Much closer Somewhat 
closer

Remain the 
same

Somewhat 
less close

Much less 
close

Much closer 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.9
Somewhat 

closer 0.1 0.3 1.0 0.6 0.3
Remain the 

same 0.5 2.0 20.0 1.0 0.5
Somewhat 
less close 0.9 5.5 22.7 2.1 0.3
Much less 

close 2.1 6.4 25.2 4.7 1.7
Source: ABC 2016 VoteCompass post-election survey (weighted)


